
SAPPER DUNCAN CALDWELL 

3954A – 2nd Tunnelling Company 

 

Lake Leymouth, Victoria was stated to be the birthplace of Duncan 

Caldwell about 1873.   

 

In 1909 he was a mill hand at Warburton West, Vic. before moving to 

the forestry area of Western Australia where in 1913 he was a labourer 

living at the Holyoake Bush Camp. 

 

At the recruiting depot in Boulder on 7 January, 1916 the forty-two 

year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed 

the medical examination.   

 

Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 

70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (36-38½ins).  

Dark was his complexion with brown hair and his brown eyes passed 

the eye test with very poor vision.  Medical note he had a congenital 

absence of the left testicle.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.   

 

Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Margaret Silver care of Post 

Office, Gleneagle, North Coast New South Wales and later changed to 

Mrs Euphemia Jackson of Kintire, Wurruck via Sale, Victoria. 

 

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:   

 

 

Basic training commenced at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on January 13, 1916 with the 43rd Depot 

Battalion and was sworn in the following day.  On February 1 went for further instruction to No. 3 Area 

remaining unto 10 March when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  On May 1 the men went to 

Belmont camp for final training.   

 
The Western Mail June 1, 1916: 
 

 

Kalgoorlie Miner Monday January10, 1916: 

ITEMS OF NEWS – VOLUNTEERING ON THE FIELDS 

The Perth Express last night took in its second division nearly 100 recruits from the fields and the platform was 

packed with people to see them off.  Bagpipes and two brass bands, the Vice-Regal and Boulder City, vied with 

each other to brighten the occasion, withdrawing gracefully when engine whistles and cheering took up the final 

“good-bye.”  About 80 men went from Kalgoorlie and about a score from Boulder. 

The names of the Boulder men who were accepted yesterday are: S.J. Crosbie, D. Caldwell, W.F. Williams, T. 

Craig, C. Deacon, N.T. Treganowan, E.J. Dunstan, H.W. Kearns, W.J. Stevenson, T. Bennetts, J. MacKenzie, H.L. 

Beasley, C. O’Neill, Harry Roder, P.J. Brosnan, William Hebbard, A.M. Dagleish.  Most of them also left last 

night.           Article Abridged 
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The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training 



The No. 6 Tunnelling Company embarked from Fremantle for Europe on 1 June, 1916 on board the 

transport Warilda but Sapper Caldwell did not embark.  On 17 June he was transferred to the Tunnelling 

Reinforcements at their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the 4th Reinforcements on July 18, 1916.  

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3594. 

 

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  

The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the 

stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and 

after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 

1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.  Headquarters 

advised his service no. would now be 3594A on 3 October, 1916. 

 

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base 

Depot four days later.  He left the field on 12 November, 1916 and admitted to the 26th General Hospital at 

Etaples with bronchitis. Five days later left France at Calais on the hospital ship Deippe entering the 

Reading War Hospital the next day for further treatment of bronchitis (mild). 

 

Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 1 December, 1916 Sapper had been admitted to hospital with 

bronchitis and his address was included for correspondence. 

 

On 12 December, 1916 he left the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall for the No. 2 Command Depot at 

Weymouth.  On 24 January, 1917 he marched out to Tidworth to the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs 

arriving three days later joining other Tunnelling Company Reinforcements. 

 

The Reinforcements also proceeded to France from Folkstone on April 14, 1917 arriving at the A.G.B.D. the 

following day.  On April 21 was attached for duty with the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an 

advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten 

days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in 

the field. 

 

On May 1, 1917 was assigned to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and attached four days later and taken on 

strength. 

 

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad. 

 

Service continued without incident or illness and granted leave from January 19 and rejoined his unit on 3 

February, 1918. 

 

Sapper Caldwell was wounded in action on 12 March, 1918 suffering gas poisoning and taken to the 149th 

Field Ambulance then moved to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen a day later. 

 

The following is the extract from the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company for that time:  

 
“12/3/18 

O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks. 

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, 

mixed with a proportion of H.E. 

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 

officers (Lieut L.G. Wilkins and Lieut S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 

attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th 

and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 

hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  

The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back 

areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical 

situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.   

13/3/18  



Enemy artillery activity still intense, 20,000 gas shells fired on the Corps front, no further cases of 

gassing.   

WEEKLY PROGRESS REPORT FOR WEEK ENDING 13/3/18 

On the night of the 11th owing to heavy enemy gas bombardment 82 Sappers and 56 attached 

Infantry were evacuated gassed.” 

 

On 19 March, 1918 he was evacuated to England on the hospital ship St Andrew and admitted to the 

Devonport Military Hospital the next day with gas poisoning (slight). 

 

Advice was sent from Base Records on 25 March, 1918 to his next-of-kin advising he had been gassed and 

classed as wounded in action.  Again they were advised on March 31 of his admittance to hospital on 

20/3/18. 

 

A transfer on 15 April, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford remaining for four days then 

reported to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  On June 6 went to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton 

Veny with Class B1a3 debility.  On July 12 left there for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth. 

 

Sapper Caldwell departed on 23 September, 1918 as an invalid on the H.T. Runic for discharge in Australia 

due to premature senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning). 

 

Base Records sent advice to his relatives on 24 October, 1918 he was returning to Australia. 

 

The transport docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on November 17, 1918.  News of their arrival was 

published in the: 

 

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 12 December, 1918 as medically unfit. 

 

His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on 10 May, 1919. 

 

Sapper 3594A Duncan Caldwell, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued for service for his country with the 

British War Medal (13441) and the Victory Medal (13210).  He collected his War Medal or had it forwarded 

before he left Western Australia and went to his sister residing at the North Coast of NSW. 

 

It appears he invested in Oyster Culture in 1920 and terms concerning the leases were reported in the: 

 

The Victory Medal was returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter care of his last known 

address of his next-of-kin at Wurruck, via Sale was dispatched on 9 October, 1924.  This was forwarded to 

relatives at Karuah, NSW to pass on to him and he completed the Medal’s Section Order Circular for his 

Sunday Times Sunday November 24, 1918: 

MEN BREAK QUARANTINE – SPANISH INFLUENZA 

There have been persistent rumors throughout the week that a number of men broke quarantine on Sunday last.  

The Premier stated that as a result of inquiries made he found there was no foundation for the rumors.  This is very 

strange.  It is common knowledge all over Fremantle and Perth that several men did break away from Woodman’s 

Point on Sunday last and reached the hotel at Coogee.  A military guard was called out, and after some little trouble 

the escapees were again lodged at the quarantine.  It may be stated that the nine or ten soldiers who caused some 

trouble on Sunday last were off the troopship Runic. 

Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday 20 April, 1923: 

Sydney, 27th March, 1923 
CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL CONDITIONS ATTACHING TO CERTAIN OYSTER CULTURE LEASES 

THE cancellation of the special conditions deferring the payment of the rental and limiting the transfer of Duncan 

Caldwell’s Oyster Culture Leases Nos. 10,430, 10,589 and 10,914, at Port Stephens, as set out in the notifications 

of the granting of the leases published in the Government Gazettes of 11th June, 1920. 10th September, 1920 and 

29th January, 1921, respectively, has been approved by the Governor-in-Council. 
         E.H. FARRAR 



medal on 15 November, 1924 to be sent to him care of Mrs J. Silver, Karuah, NSW.  He signed their receipt 

on 2 January, 1925. 

 

Flooding damaged his oyster leases at Karuah in 1927 which was reported in the: 

 
 

From 1930 to 1954 he is registered as a labourer residing at Karuah, NSW. 

 

Duncan Caldwell passed away about 23 June, 1954 aged 81 years.  Cremation took place at Beresfield 

Crematorium, Newcastle and the announcement appeared in the: 

 

 

Affairs concerning his estate were advertised in the:  
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Newcastle Sun Monday May 9, 1927: 

OYSTER LEASE LOSSES – FLOOD DAMAGE AT KARUAH 

During the wet weather no less than 11 launches engaged in the oyster trade at Karuah, broke away from their 

moorings, and were all sunk in different parts of the river.  Nine of them have been found, damaged beyond repair. 

Messrs Longworth, Woodward, Antacy, Evens, Caldwell and Johnston were the greatest losers.  Many of the 

oyster leases, principally those on rocks, were seriously damaged by the flood waters. 

Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Friday June 25, 1954: 

FUNERALS 

CALDWELL.—The Relatives and Friends of the late DUNCAN CALDWELL, of Karuah, are advised that his 

Remains were Privately Cremated at Beresfield on Thursday June 24, 1954. 

JAMES MURRAY Funeral Director 

Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port Stephens Advertiser Thursday 14 October, 1954: 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES – PROBATE JURISDICTION 

In the Will of DUNCAN CALDWELL, late of Karuah in the State of New South Wales, Pensioner, deceased. 

APPLICATION will be made after fourteen days from the publication hereof that Probate of the Last Will and 

Testament date 2/2/54 of the above-named deceased may be granted to DUNCAN EDWARD SILVER, one of the 

Executors named in the said Will.  Margaret Rennie Silver the Executrix therein named having renounced Probate 

thereof and all notices may be served at the undermentioned address.  All Creditors in the Estate of the deceased 

are hereby required to send in particulars of their claims to the undersigned.  

       MACKENZIE and CUNNINGHAM, Solicitors, 

         Adam Place, Raymond Terrace  

by their Agents: R.N. Henderson and Taylor Solicitors 88 Pitt Street, Sydney. 


