1226  Corporal Reginald Henry Cahill

Reginald Henry (Reg) Cahill was born at Enmore in Sydney on7 November 1890 His Parents were John Thomas and Jessie Frances Cahill (nee Graf) and they lived at 7 Liberty Street Enmore Young Reg completed his schooling and worked in the relatively new and developing motor trade becoming a motor mechanic but without serving an apprenticeship.

In December 1915 the Anzacs had had enough of the food served to them on Gallipoli and plans were made to evacuate them. Reg thought he should make a contribution to the Australian war effort so on 12 December 1915 he went down to Victoria Barracks in Sydney and applied to enlist in the all-volunteer Australian Imperial Force – AIF. He was medically examined the same day, was recorded as being 25 years and 1 month old, 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighed 145 lbs and was found fit for service

Reg completed his Attestation on 3 January 1916 confirming his place of birth and age, that he was not married and was a motor mechanic but had not served an apprenticeship. He nominated his Father as his Next of Kin and that his Father was residing at 7 Liberty Street Enmore. He then took the Oath and was allotted Regimental number 1226 with the rank of Sapper and posted to the Engineers – Tunnellers at Moore Park 

At this time the AIF, based on its experiences at Gallipoli especially at Lone Pine, had created the Mining Corps comprising a Headquarter Company and 3 Mining Companies. Reg was posted to the 3rd Mining Company assembled at Casula near Liverpool that had absorbed the West Australians recruited by Lieutenant Leslie Coulter and brought to Sydney from Fremantle on the SS Indarra plus a Section recruited in Tasmania. 
Some training at Casula, a march through the Sydney Domain, a review by the Governor General and on 20 February 1916 Reg and the Mining Corps embarked on A38 HMAT Ulysses in Sydney and left for France with a short stop at Broadmeadows near Melbourne When they reached Fremantle they had a ceremonial parade on 7 March 1916 where the Corps was presented a flag by the Kalgoorlie Mining Fraternity. On departing Fremantle on 8 March 1916 the Ulysses ran aground and the Mining Corps camped at Blackboy Hill until repairs were completed and the Corps left Fremantle on 1 April 1916.Then to Alexandria in Egypt where 120 men left ship against orders, were arrested but handed back by the British custodians when they had nearly succeeded in tunnelling out of the prison! 

The Corps and its equipment transferred to B1 HMT Ansonia and left Alexandria on 27 April 1916 on passage to Marseilles via Malta before proceeding by train to Hazebrouk in France where it arrived on 8 May 1916 The 3rd Tunnelling Company (3ATC) came into existence on 24 May 1916 when the Mining Corps was disbanded The colour patch adopted for the three Companies was a purple T with the Company number at the cross of the T. 

And where was Reg and mates at this time? 3ATC undertook mining operations in the Red Lamp sector and took part in the infamous Battle of Fromelles at the Sugar Loaf salient in July 1916. It went to war on 9 June 1916 when it fired its first mine to smash a suspect German gallery. It fired a second mine on 1 July which led to a prompt and heavy bombardment and a German raid causing damage to shafts 10 and 11. The Company fired its third mine on 9 July to destroy a German machine gun position. 

It was then directed to create a trench across No-Mans-Land toward the Boars Head salient by thrusting forward beneath the surface pipes filled with explosives. The craters formed when the charges were exploded on 30 June 1916 – could be developed into trenches {straight ditches 5 to 6 feet deep and sometimes called Russian Saps} that would provide a ready made trench part way across No-Mans-Land for use by the assault force. The trench was successfully created and the attack (stunt) was launched but the British troops had to withdraw with heavy losses. 

3ATC involvement in the infamous Battle of Fromelles began with a Push Pipe blow from Rhondda Sap and 2 blows from the Red Lamp Salient toward the Sugar- Loaf Salient in front of the British 61st Division to be exploded on 19 July. The aim was “….to enable communication trenches to be quickly constructed and to throw up crater lips to block machine gun fire” The work was observed by the enemy which directed artillery fire on what the enemy called the Australian Trench and on 15 July Major Coulter and a Corporal braved heavy enemy fire to destroy an exposed section of the Pipe. On the 19th the bombardment cut electric leads to 2 of the push pipes and Major Coulter and 6 members of 3ATC were wounded trying successfully to fix the leads and fire the pipes. Under extremely heavy fire the blows were fired and it was said the craters formed by the explosions were of great assistance to the assaulting troops. Crater No 1 was 220 feet long with 6 feet of cover, Crater No 2 was 100 feet long with 6 feet of cover and No 3 was 150 feet long with 5 feet of cover. The War Diary comment was “….the work was successful but unavailing as the 61st Division did not succeed in holding the ground to enable the craters to be formed into trenches but the 3 craters particularly No 1 were of great value …. {for the wounded}”
But 3 days later on 22 July 1916 Lieutenant C W Whyte was killed in action when hit in the head by shrapnel from a bursting shell and 1226 Sapper R H Cahill and 1288 Sapper M J Isaacs were wounded in action possibly by shrapnel from the same shell. Reg suffered severe multiple gunshot wounds while Myer Isaacs suffered gunshot wounds to the back and buttocks There is a handwritten note in red ink by Captain Victor West in the Pay Book of 1428 Sapper F Miles “17/8/16  Motor Driver” then another entry in black ink – perhaps by Sapper Miles – “Motor Driver 22/7/16 vice Cahill wounded to 25/5/17 when (Sapper Miles was) evac to Hospital. That entry suggests that Reg was on 3ATC’s establishment as a motor driver
Reg was taken by 2nd New Zealand Field Ambulance to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and was admitted to 13th General Hospital at Boulogne on 26 July suffering gunshot wounds to leg and both arms Two days later he was aboard the Hospital Ship St David that took him to England where he was admitted to the Stoke on Trent War Hospital at Newcastle on 29 July 1916. It seems he was eventually discharged from there to 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on 22 September and from there to 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 30 October 1916 to convalesce. 

The records show that Reg was Transferred to 3ATC 0n 18 December 1916 but that may have been a record adjustment as on 14 February 1917 he was attached to the Australian Mechanical Transport Service – AMTS – at Chelsea no doubt to make use of his trade training as a motor mechanic. Initially his rank was changed to Private but then to Driver and on 23 March 1917 he became an Acting Corporal without pay On 4 April he was given the rank of Corporal to complete the AMTS establishment. 

On 11 April Reg went on sick parade and was admitted to Delhi Hospital London to learn his condition was not yet diagnosed. In any event he was back with ATMS at Chelsea, (or was it Tidworth?) on 12 May with which he served until 1 September 1917 when his medical condition must have deteriorated and he marched in to 2 Command Depot at Weymouth until 26 September. Reg then boarded A30 HMAT Borda and headed for Melbourne. It seems he was suffering a Dilated Action Heart and Chronic Pleurisy and had been classified as Medically Unfit for Further Service  

Arriving at Melbourne on 21 November the next day Reg went aboard SS Suevic for passage to Sydney where he no doubt received medical attention and some leave before being discharged from the AIF on 19 February 1918 to await the end of the War and resume some civilian employment.

Corporal Reginald Henry Cahill’s service in the AIF was recognised by the issue of these Medals   

We thank you Reg for your contribution

Notes

John, Reg’s Father, was a Draughtsman and passed away in 1928 at Randwick It is not known when Jessie, his Mother, passed away but it may have been in Paddington in 1952 or in Sydney in 1955. 

Reg had at least two Siblings namely Cyril J F, born 1892 and Teresa Gertrude, born 1896.
Cyril became a Catholic Priest and on 4 October 1928 at St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney he officiated at the marriage of Reginald Henry Cahill and Mary Florence Hickey. 

Teresa, his Sister was an entrepreneur and in 1922 went into partnership with Reg opening a confectionery shop in Sydney. Reg managed the production of the confectionery while Teresa did the marketing. The business expanded very considerably both in Sydney and interstate with the opening of numerous and well known Cahill Restaurants and Reg was involved until he died of cerebral thrombosis in September 1955.
Details of Teresa’s background and of the business created by the partnership can be found at  adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cahill-reginald-henry-13293.  This is the website of the Australian Dictionary of  Biography, an initiative of the National Centre of Biography at the Australian National University  

P Miles Coffs Harbour 2011  With due care

Disclaimer: This profile has been prepared on a purely voluntary basis. It contains information obtained from digitised service records and from a search of the internet where information appears to relate to the person(s) mentioned in the profile. It is hoped that descendants of the profile subject will examine the profile and make any necessary changes and/or additions to the profile details as known to them (both pre and post service) to provide a more complete picture of the profile subject
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