BUTCHER BROTHERS

George / Horace / Ruben / Frank / Robert / Kenewell

SAPPER GEORGE HENRY GUNN BUTCHER

935 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / 28th Battalion
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George Henry Gunn Butcher was born on January 6, 1881 at Wentworth, New South Wales the son of George and Rachel (nee Gunn) Butcher.  The family moved to Western Australia.  

While residing at Bridgetown, W.A. in 1906 George married at Blackwood, W.A. to Annie Young.  By 1910 he was a hewer at Mirrinup in the Forrest district and in 1913 they were at Marda, Watheroo in the Dampier district working as a labourer.  He declared that in 1914 he had been charged with drunkenness.

At the recruiting depot at Bridgetown, W.A. on August 30, 1915 the thirty-four year old timber worker applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken show he was married with his postal address as Bridgetown and stood 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed and describe him further weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-97ins (36-38ins) fair in complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on the back of the left thigh and a hammer toe on both feet.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Annie Butcher of Bridgetown, W.A.  Swearing in took place at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on September 8, 1915 when he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance.
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Basic training began with the 28th Depot Battalion on September 8, 1915 until September 28 then continued with “B” Coy, No.3 Depot Battalion until November 15.  The following day was placed with the 13th Reinforcements to the 12th Battalion.  While in camp the following Birth Notice was placed in the:

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 and George was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No.3 Company with a major portion of No.3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Butcher was assigned the regimental number 935 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No.3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No.3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  

Disciplinary Action for the following was administered:



Offence:
21/5/16 Using insulting language to his superior officer



Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment] 23/5/16



Crime:

8/10/16 In the field while on Active Service acting in an insubordinate 





manner in that he first refused to put out his light, then having done so





re-lit it at the same time using insulting language to his superior officer





and refused to go to the Guard room with the escort & did not do so until





the escort was about to carry him



Award:

14 days No. 1 F.P. by O.C. 3rd Tun. Coy 9/10/16

On October 26, 1916 he was taken to the 2nd S.M. Field Ambulance suffering displaced right cartilage and transferred to the 2/3 London Field Ambulance the next day.  From there was admitted to the 8th General Hospital at Witner on October 28 with knee joint displaced accidentally.  Two days later was moved to Details Duty at the Aust General Base Depot but on November 8 entered the 26th General Hospital N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet).  He left Etaples for England on November 11, 1916 and admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth with internal deranged right knee (a torn, ruptured or deranged meniscus of the knee).

Base Records sent a telegram to his wife advising the following:
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He was discharged to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital then to Wareham camp on November 23, 1916.

Mrs A. Butcher wrote to Base Records on December 5, 1916 in regards to the telegram received about her husband advising that it was sent to the wrong address.  If any further word was received would they kindly sent it to the attached address.  (Manjimup P.O. via Bridgetown).

A transfer took place while at the Command Depot at Wareham camp on March 23, 1917 to the 70th Battalion and taken on strength with this company.  The following took place while there:


Offence:

A.W.L. from Tattoo 1/4/17 till reporting ten minutes later



Award:


F.P. No. 2


Total forfeiture:

1 day’s pay by Lt-Col Denton   2/4/17

He was transferred from the 28th Battalion to the 69th Draft Battalion on September 19, 1917.  Left the No. 7th Draft at Hurdcott and proceeded overseas from Southampton arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot at Havre on October 18, 1917 and on to join his unit the 28th Battalion three days later. 

He went sick on January 16, 1918 to the 50th Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and transferred to the Divisional Rest Station four days later.  He rejoined his unit on January 22.

Further discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:


Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline,






in that he on 2/2/18 was disorderly in Billets after Tattoo making






improper remarks to an N.C.O.



Award:


28 days F.P. No. 2 by Major J. Currie T/Comdr 28th Bn

He went sick on April 16, 1918 to the 16th General Hospital with Influenza and transferred to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on May 5 at Havre.  He proceeded to rejoin his unit on May 24 returning four days later.

He was admitted to the 6th Aust Field Ambulance on August 4, 1918 with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) Uncertain Origin) and moved to the 5th Casualty Clearing Station the next day.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train to Rouen entering the 11th Stationary Hospital on August 6 then transferred to the No. 2 Convalescent Depot on August 12.  He entered the 11th Convalescent Depot at Buchy on August 15 and returned to the A.I.B.D. on September 6, 1918.

On September 10, 1918 was medically classified with B2 Debility and transferred to England six days later marching into the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  He appeared before the Medical Board on September 20 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:

Debility



Date of disability:
April, 1918



Place of disability:
Neippe



Essential facts:
Was sent from Batt. to 7th Canadian G.H. St Omer with Trench 






Fever – rejoined Batt. 28/5/18 was sent to 17th K.S.C., was on






light duty and treatment till 1/8/18 – when he was sent to 11th Brit.






Stationary Hospital, Rouen, then to Bushe Conv. Camp and to Base





 
at Havre for Board A.S. re Board Havre.  Note: Debilitated Heart

very fast.  Suspicion of Systolic Murmur. (defect in rhythmic contraction of heart)  


Cause of debility:
(1) Trench Fever (2) Attributed to Active Service



Present condition:
Debilitated some Tachycardia. (Rapid Heart Rate)

Complaining of Dyspnoea. (Breathless on exertion)



Other particulars:
Right knee injured by shell fragment  Oct, 1916



Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit class C.



Degree disablement:
20 percent (20%)

Approved:

4/10/18
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His name was published in the Casualty List in:

Private Butcher embarked from Devonport, England as an invalid on October 20, 1918 on board the hospital carrier Marathon.  News would have been received by the troopship that Peace was declared during the voyage to Australia.

Base Records advised his wife on December 6, 1918 that he was on his way home.

[image: image6.jpg]Trooper K. Butcher
(10th Light Horse)



His name appeared in the list of returning soldiers published in:
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The ship docked at Albany, W.A. on December 23, 1918.  Details of the ship’s arrival were reported in:

He entered No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle on December 31, 1918 with debility – dilated heart for one day of assessment by the Disembarkation Medical Board.  His statement of medical history is as follows:


Trench Fever, April, 1918, while on active service, France.  Was in hospital 4 weeks.  Returned to


Duty.  Had another attack of Trench Fever subsequently.  Was in hospital again for 2 weeks.  Was


Boarded in France and also in England and returned to Australia.

The Board reported:


Caused by:


(a) due to Military Service

Present Condition:  
Feels weak, gets tired if he walks much.  Legs feel weak.  Dyspnoea on exertion Heart dilated ? 1st Aortic sound.  Has gained weight.  Improving.


Anticipate improvement: 
Twelve months gradual improvement with care


Labour market:  

Total for 6 months


Recommend Discharge: 
yes


Approved:


2/1/19

He reported to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on February 14, 1919 as medically unfit.

A copy of his Will was forwarded to the 5th Military District on May 28, 1919 for their records.

Sapper / Private 935 George Henry Gunn Butcher, 3rd Tunnelling Company / 28th Battalion was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (8076) and the Victory Medal (8045). 
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George Henry Gunn Butcher passed away on May 15, 1923 aged 42 years.  Family announcements were placed in: 

A brief announcement also appeared in:
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Details in connection with his Estate were published in the:

His grave is located in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth within section KA in gravesite no. 640.

His service is commemorated by a plaque in the Western Australian Garden of Remembrance, Perth War Cemetery, Nedlands in the garden area on Wall 20, Row I.  It reads:

A.I.F.

935 Private

G.H.G. Butcher

28th Battalion

15th May, 1923

 His wife died in 1969 in the Manjimup district.

SERGEANT HORACE BUTCHER

936 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Horace (Horrie) Alexander Butcher was born on October 30, 1883 the son of George and Rachel (nee Gunn) Butcher.  He accompanied his family to Western Australia where in 1906 he married in Perth, W.A. to Mary Veronica Bax and they returned to Bridgetown, W.A. to reside.  

In 1908 the following was advertised in the:

Horace was a labourer in 1913 and their residence was at Bridgetown, W.A.

At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on November 20, 1915 the thirty-five year old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken after passing the preliminary medical examination show he was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins) and his postal address was 10 Darby Street, West Perth.  Declared fit for service his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Forms of Attestation were completed and reveal further he weighed 59kgs (130lbs), had a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins), with a fresh complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Methodist was his religion.  His wife Mary Butcher of 10 Darby Street, West Perth and later Bridgetown, W.A. was nominated as next-of-kin and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He was sworn in taking the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 37th Depot Battalion as a Private on November 25, 1915.

On December 1st, 1915 recruiting for the Mining Corps began and Private Butcher was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps and joining his brother George in camp.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 


On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Horace was assigned the regimental number 936 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No.3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  On October 14, 1916 he was to be Acting Second Corporal and was promoted to Second Corporal on December 27 to complete establishment. The next day No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.

He is mentioned in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the list of March 1917 as follows:

His service continued without incident and was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.

Leave was granted from February 28 to March 16, 1918.

Due to Corporal S. Barsby being promoted to Temporary Sergeant, Horace also rose in rank to Temporary Corporal on April 27, 1918.  A few months later Temporary Sergeant Barsby was promoted to Sergeant and Horace was promoted to Corporal on July 12, 1918.

On October 26, 1918 Sergeant W.E. Jamieson was evacuated to England for return to Australia and Horace was promoted to Sergeant.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared less than a month later.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot on February 5, 1919.  They marched out for England crossing the English Channel on February 21 arriving at the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the next day.

Sergeant marched out on March 19, 1919 to the 2nd Training Brigade camp at Codford.

After demobilisation the troopship H.T. Sardinia departed Devonport, England on April 19, 1919 with Sergeant Butcher on board returning to Australia.  Base Records wrote to his wife on May 5, 1919 advising that he was on his way home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on May 28, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on July 12, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

A copy of his Will was returned to the 5th Military District for their records on December 27, 1919.

For serving his country Sergeant 936 Horace Butcher, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8072) and the Victory Medal (8044).

In 1922 they were residing at Greenmount, Southern Cross in the Kalgoorlie district working as a miner.

The receipt for the Victory Medal was signed at Southern Cross, W.A. on September 12, 1924.

He was elected chairman of the new branch of the Aust. Labor Party and the meeting was covered in the:


Later that year he applied to the Licensing Court as advertised in:

Further advertising for his Billiard Room appeared in:


A year later he advertised the transfer of License in:

In 1931 they were living at 22 Cheetham Street, Kalgoorlie with his occupation as a miner.  A prospecting lease was forfeited and recorded in the:






They were at 31 Cheetham Street, Kalgoorlie in 1937 and his occupation was still a miner.  In 1943 he worked as a Stockman at Summerville, W.A. and later that year became a farmer at Busselton, W.A. 

A Statement of Service was requested from Base Records by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent on January 18, 1951.

Horace Alexander Butcher died May 31, 1965 aged 82 years.  His grave is in the Busselton Cemetery, W.A. is marked and inscribed. 

SAPPER RUBEN MURRAY BUTCHER

2440 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Wentworth, N.S.W. was the birthplace of Reuben Murray Gunn Butcher on March 14, 1888 the son of George and Rachel (nee Gunn) Butcher.  In 1910 he was a labourer at Bridgetown, W.A.  He married at twenty-six years of age in 1914 to Ellen Finn at Subiaco, W.A. and later that year they were residing at 13 Little O’Grady Street, Albert Park, Melbourne, Vic.

At the recruiting depot at the Town Hall in Melbourne on January 20, 1916 the twenty-seven year old driver applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Only particulars taken show his postal address was 27 Howe Street, Albert Park, Vic. but passed the preliminary medical examination and his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  His acceptance form told him to report to the Sturt Street Receiving Depot on February 7, 1916 but was extended to February 21st by the Camp Commandant on February 5.

Attestation papers were completed revealing he was 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighed 67.7kgs (149lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and had a fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his left arm and a scar on his right jaw.  Presbyterian was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Ellen Butcher of 27 Howe Street, Albert Park and supporting his wife allotted three-fifths of his pay to her.  The ‘Enlistment Oath’ was taken and signed the same day.

After basic training he was attached to the 2nd Reinforcement, 1st Company Mining Corps on March 25, 1916 at Rosebery Park, Sydney, New South Wales.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2440.  They left for Melbourne on March 31, 1916.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and taken on strength on June 23, 1916.  

Two days later on June 25 Sapper was attached to the No. 3 Company in the field where his two brothers were serving.

On July 4, 1916 he was taken to the 2 /1 South Midland Field Ambulance with a lacerated eyebrow and returned to duty on July 7.

He was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on September 30, 1916.

The following was dealt with by the Commanding Officer:



Offence:
(1) Drunk (2) Disobedience of Orders 5/11/16



Award:

(1) 2 days F.P. No.1 [Field Punishment}





(2) 14 days F.P. No. 1 by C.O. 3rd Tun. Coy 6/11/16


Total forfeiture:
14 day’s pay

Base Records received a letter from Mrs Ellen Butcher dated June 20, 1917 advising them of her new address at 36 Salisbury Street, Moonee Ponds.

Service continued without incident until he went sick to the 34th Field Ambulance with Laryngitis on December 2, 1917 then moved to the 33rd Field Ambulance on December 4 and on to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station by December 4.  Was transported on A.T.22 to Etaples and entered the 26th General Hospital on December 7.  On January 23, 1918 went to the Medical Board at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and returned to his unit on February 11, 1918 arriving three days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Mrs Ellen Butcher advised Base Records from her address at 61 St Vincent Street, Albert Park of her new address on April 6, 1918.

On July 30, 1918 went sick to the 34th Field Ambulance with Internal Renal Abscess and transferred to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day left on A.T.22 and admitted to the 42nd Stationary Hospital at Camiers and treated for a fistula in anus.  On August 5 was transferred to 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples and after four days moved to Tronville to the 74th General Hospital remaining a patient there until September 4, 1918.  Was transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot the same day and discharged on September 19 to the Aust General Base Depot “A” in Rouelles and left to rejoin his unit on September 22 returning three days later.

He proceeded on leave the day before Peace was declared and returned to duty on November 24, 1918 and returned to duty on December 11, 1918.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot on February 5, 1919.  He left the A.G.B.D. on February 21 and crossed the English Channel marching in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the next day.

He went sick to the 1st Aust General Hospital at Sutton Veny on March 14, 1919 with Bronchitis and returned to the 2nd Training Brigade camp at Codford on March 23.

Sapper Butcher embarked for home after demobilisation on board H.T. Sardinia from Devonport dock on April 19, 1919.  Base Records advised his wife on May 8 that he was on his way home.  The ship arrived in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on June 8, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on August 21, 1919 as medically unfit.  His address later that year was 2 Canterbury Road, Albert Park with the occupation of labourer.

For serving his country Sapper 2440 Ruben Murray Butcher, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (38009) and the Victory Medal (37630).

The War Medal was collected at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on May 9, 1921 and the Victory Medal on October 16, 1922 by him.

In 1921 their address was 74 Moubray Street, Albert Park and the following year they were at 113 Danks Street working as a labourer.  Addresses during 1924 were 12 Martin Street, South Melbourne and 101 Kertford Street, Albert Park.  

A Statement of Service was prepared on December 24, 1925 for the Repatriation Commission at St Kilda, Melbourne by Base Records.

In 1931 they were still at Kertford Street and in 1937 were living at 20 Dow Street, Albert Park and still a labourer.

While at 20 Dow Street, South Melbourne Murray applied for a duplicate Discharge Certificate on September 28, 1937 and in a Statutory Declaration stated the loss occurred “stolen in a suitcase at Balranald, NSW about 4-6 weeks ago”.  This was prepared on September 29 and he was to collect the Certificate on Friday October 1, 1937.

Murray Butcher returned to Western Australia in 1938 where the following was reported in the:


From 1943 to 1949 Murray was residing at 79 Hubert Street, Victoria Park, Perth working as a labourer.

Reuben Murray Butcher died on September 17, 1952 aged 64 years.  Family notices were placed in:


Commemoration is located in the Karrakatta Crematorium rose garden at site WO in position 333.

In the Perth War Cemetery, Nedlands in the Garden of Remembrance, a plaque commemorating his service is located on Wall 1, Row H.  It reads:

A.I.F.

2440 Sapper

R.M.G. Butcher

3rd Tunnelling Company

17th September, 1952.

TROOPER FRANK GUNN BUTCHER

607 – 10th Light Horse

At Wentworth, New South Wales on March 12, 1886 Frank Gunn Butcher was born the son of George and Rachel (nee Gunn) Butcher.  From 1909 he is listed at Bridgetown, Western Australia working as a labourer.

At the recruiting depot at Bridgetown, W.A. on October 19, 1914 Frank was the first of the Butcher brothers to enlist for active service abroad.  His Attestation forms show he was a twenty-eight year old orchardist, single and 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-92cms (34½-36ins).  Medium in complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair and four vaccination scars on his left arm were noted as distinctive marks. Religion was Wesleyan and nominated his father G. Butcher of Bridgetown, W.A. as next-of-kin.  Declared fit for service his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  Allegiance to serve the Sovereign was sworn the same day.

After basic training he was allotted on December 21, 1914 to the Reinforcements, 10th Regiment 3rd Light Horse Brigade at Claremont camp, W.A.

His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 607 and departed from Fremantle, W.A. with the 1st Reinforcements, 10th Light Horse, on February 17, 1915 on board HMAT A52 Surada to the Suez.  He embarked from Alexandria to Gallipoli on May 16, 1915 where he suffered a sprained ankle in June followed by influenza during August.  In February, 1916 he was transferred to the Reserve Squad due to defective feet.  Was taken on strength during March with T. Regiment at Tel-el-kebir.

Service continued without incident until March, 1917 when promoted to Temporary Corporal whilst employed with Headquarters Staff at the Training Depot at Moascar.

In August, 1917 was attached at Moascar to the Aust Army Medical Corps Training Unit reverting to Trooper.  In September at the Aust Training Depot & Details camp was assigned the rank of Temporary Corporal with the Sanitation Section, Moascar.

He joined for duty with the A.M.C. Training Cadre in January, 1918 where he remained for the remainder of the war.

A month after Peace was declared he suffered Synovitis of the left knee (tissue lining lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed) for ten days then returned to his unit.  At the end of March, 1919 was taken on strength with the 7th Sanitation Section then briefly detached to the 1st Light Horse rejoining his unit in May, 1919.  At the end of April he was promoted to Temporary Corporal at Kantara.
Trooper Butcher embarked from Kantara on July 8, 1919 on board H.T. Malta for Australia.  Base Records advised his father on July 18, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on July 30, 1919.  News of his imminent arrival was published in the homecoming list:

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on September 28, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on October 15, 1919.

He married at thirty-five years of age in 1921 to Frances Elizabeth Fitzell (nee Knaack) in Perth, W.A.

For serving his country Trooper 607 Frank Gunn Butcher, 10th Light Horse Regiment was issued with the 1914-15 Star (6882), the British War Medal (2074) and the Victory Medal (2071).

The Victory Medal was not collected at the designated barracks and was returned to Base Records on September 30, 1924 and a letter forwarded to him care of his father about collection of his medal.

In 1922 he was the licensee of the Gresham Hotel, John Street, North Fremantle.  They moved to “Cricklewood” Marmion Street, East Fremantle before 1925 and he worked as a horse driver.

A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded on September 5, 1929.


His wife died on November 12, 1944 with a death notice placed in:

Mrs Butcher was interred in the family grave in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta cemetery within section NC in gravesite no. 228.

In 1949 Frank was residing at 90 Toorak Road, South Belmont, W.A. and retired.

Frank Gunn Butcher passed away on November 18, 1956 at 70 years of age at Shenton Park, Perth.  Cremation took place at Karrakatta Crematorium and his ashes were scattered at Karrakatta Cemetery. 

On January 21, 1957 the Public Trustee, Perth W.A. wrote to Base Records trying to ascertain if the deceased had made a Will and its present whereabouts.  Base records advised that a Will executed by the former member of the A.I.F. was forwarded to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General at Swan Barracks on October 15, 1919.  They advised that Wills not disposed of to the soldier concerned were returned to their office for safe keeping.

SAPPER ROBERT RAE GUNN BUTCHER M.M.

2580 – Field Company Engineers

Born on December 14, 1891 at Wentworth, N.S.W. to parents George and Rachel was Robert Rae Gunn Butcher.  In 1913 he was a labourer at Bridgetown, W.A.


At the recruiting depot at Bridgetown, W.A. on June 23, 1915 the twenty-two year old horse trainer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were filled in with details showing his height of 163cms (5ft 4¼ins), weighing 53.6kgs (118lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-89cms (32½-34½ins).  Fair in complexion with blue eyes that tested to good vision and light brown hair.  Wesleyan was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father George Butcher of Bridgetown, W.A. allotting two-fifths of his pay in support of his father.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth the next day.

Basic training commenced with the 8th Reinforcement to the 11th Battalion with the regimental number 2580 in the rank of private.

The troops embarked from Fremantle (5th Military District) on September 9, 1915 on board HMAT A6 Anchises.  At Zeitoun on October 21, 1915 while en route to join the M.E.F. was transferred to the 1st Training Battalion disembarking at Alexandria on November 27, 1915.  On December 7 was going to the 11th Battalion but a day later was transferred to the 2nd Field Company Engineers at Gallipoli Peninsula.

His unit was transported from Alexandria to Marseilles arriving on March 30, 1915 to join the forces in France.

In December of that year suffered Bronchitis and was sent for furlough in England up to February 12, 1917.

He was recommended for the Military Medal several times and his citations read:


The Army Corps Commander expressed his appreciation on October 31, 1917 of gallant services rendered during recent operations.

Leave was granted to the United Kingdom in January 1918.

He was wounded in action on March 7, 1918 being gassed by a mustard gas shell.  The following was a citation during this incident:

  

He received treatment at the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux before being evacuated to England entering the Kitchener Military Hospital in Brighton.  

He proceeded to the Command Depot at Weymouth in April 1918.  Recommendation by medical officers returned him to Australia for a change and he embarked on H.T. Matatua on June 17, 1918.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on August 8, 1918.

His father was notified on August 14, 1918 from Base Records who sent him the extract of his Military Medal citation which appeared in the London Gazette on April 23, 1918.  It read:

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on September 6, 1918 as medically unfit.

The Military Medal was forwarded to the Commandant 5th Military District on December 21, 1918.

A copy of his Will was sent to the 5th Military District for the records on April 8, 1919.

The 1914-15 Star (561), the British War Medal (4551) and the Victory Medal (4543) were issued to Sapper 2580 Robert Rae Gunn Butcher to wear with his Military Medal for serving his country.

In 1922 Robert’s address was May’s Road, Bridgetown with the occupation of labourer.  His residence in 1931 was 12 Mint Street, Victoria Park and in 1937 was at 851 Albany Road, Victoria Park with the occupation of labourer.

At forty-five years of age he married Indwe May Keel and their home was at 79 Hubert Street, Victoria Park, Perth working as a labourer.

Robert Ray Gunn Butcher died on February 13, 1962 aged 70 years.  Burial took place in the family plot in the Wesleyan portion of Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth within section EA in gravesite no. 594.  His wife died on April 27, 1996 aged 93 years and interred in the same grave.

TROOPER KENEWELL GARDINER GUNN BUTCHER

1749 – 10th Light Horse

At Wentworth, N.S.W. on October 16, 1895 was born Kennewell Gardiner Gunn Butcher the son of George and Rachel (nee Gunn) Butcher.  His military experience was gained with the Light Horse Cadets for about six years and was still serving in 1915.  He had previously been rejected for Active Service due to his chest measurement.

At the recruiting depot at Bridgetown, W.A. on July 26, 1915 the nineteen-year-old farmer applied to enlist for active service again.  Being under the required age of twenty-one years both his parents gave their consent for him to join the A.I.F.  

Attestation Forms were completed and describe the youngest of the Butcher brother’s enlistment as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33½-35½ins).  Complexion was fair with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a mole on his right buttock and an appendectomy scar.  

Medical notation was small varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum).  Religious faith was Wesleyan.  Next-of-kin was his father George Butcher of Bridgetown, W.A. and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his aged mother and father.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on August 3, 1915.

Basic training was taken with the 20th Depot Battalion for two weeks then on August 16 was transferred to the 3rd Depot Battalion.  He was allotted to the 11th Reinforcement to the 10th Light Horse in the rank of Trooper with the regimental number 1749 on October 20.

The Reinforcements embarked from Australia on board HMAT A24 Benalla from Fremantle, W.A. on November 1, 1915 for the Suez.

He marched out to Serapheum from Heliopolis on February 26, 1916 to join his company.
He was stricken with Malaria which hospitalised him during August and September, 1916.  A year after arriving in Egypt he was taken on strength from the 3rd Light Horse to the 10th L.H. in February, 1917.

In April, 1917 he was attached to the 3rd Light Horse Brigade for about three months.  A month later was sent to the Rest Camp at Port Said.  His detachment took place in October, 17 and returned to the 3rd L.H. Brigade Regiment Headquarters.

Disciplinary action was taken due to neglect of duty – failing to remove manure and forfeited 14 day’s pay in May, 1918.

In October, 1918 returned to duty remaining with Headquarters until after the war in March, 1919 when he was detached to the Anzac Division.

Trooper Butcher returned to Australia from Kantara on July 10, 1919 on board H.T. Oxfordshire.  Base Records advised his parents on July 23, 1919 that he was on his way home.  

The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on August 4, 1919.  News of the arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on September 28, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Trooper 1749 Kennewell Gardiner Gunn Butcher received for service for his country the 1914-15 Star (6115), the British War Medal (5882) and the Victory Medal (5871). 

In 1922 he was a labourer at Amphion, W.A. and in 1925 was a faller at Treesville.  A year later he was a miner at Boulder.  In 1943 he was labouring at Marble Bar, W.A. and in 1949 at Wyndham.  From 1949 onwards he was at 79 Hubert Street, Victoria Park, working as a labourer.

A Statement of Service was issued by Base Records on September 1, 1950 as requested by the Department of Repatriation in Perth.

Kennewell G.G. Butcher passed away on June 26, 1953 aged 57 years.  Arrangements were published in the:


Interment of ashes was in the family plot in the Wesleyan portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section EA in gravesite 594.

© Donna Baldey 2015

www.tunnellers.net

Note: Photos of the Butcher boys appeared in the Western Mail on Friday July 14, 1916

10/3/17		COMPANY HEADQUARTERS – OTHER RANKS


ESTABLISHMENT		NO & NAME				RANK


STOREKEEPER		936   Butcher, H.			ACTG ORD CPL








No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC


George & Horace are both probably included in the above photo at right.





H.A. Butcher’s grave, Busselton Cemetery, W.A.


Photo sourced from Oz Burials and used with permission





Photos sourced from Dept. of Veteran Affairs Commemorative Website 


and used with permission








11th   Military Medal			No. 2580 Sapper R.G. Butcher


For brilliant devotion to duty and gallant conduct in the face of heavy fire


	This sapper acted as “Runner” from ‘STRONG POINT” on South Corner of “POLYGON WOOD”


	to O.C. Field Company Engineers at HOOGE CRATER and together accomplished 7 trips (25 miles)


	under the severest and most dangerous conditions of enemy barrage fire.


He twice acted as a guide for two important working parties during pitch darkness and successfully 	conducted them to the works.


He set a perfect example of dogged determination to his duty whatever the cost.








Divisional Engineers		1st A & N.Z. Army				28th September, 1917





2nd Field Company Engineers	No. 2580 Sapper R.R.G. Butcher





	During the operations along the MENIN Road on 20h and 22nd September, he was employed as a 	company runner between strong point at south corner of POLYGON WOOD to HOOGE CRATER.  He 	successfully accomplished seven trips, aggregating about 25 miles, under most Dangerous and trying 	conditions of heavy shell fire.  He twice acted as a guide to working Parties at night, and altogether 	showed a splendid devotion to duty. 








Western Mail Friday October 22, 1915:


BIRTHS


BUTCHER—On September 26, at Nurse McAhaden’s, Bridgetown, the wife of Private G.H.G. Butcher, of Blackboy Hill Camp—a daughter.  Both well.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….G.H.Y. Butcher.


Article abridged








										MRS A BUTCHER


										 CARE P. HART


										   311 MEULLER ROAD	


    DH											     SUBIACO, W.A.	


	REGRET REPORTED HUSBAND SAPPER GEORGE H.G. BUTCHER ADMITTED


	3rd LONDON GENERAL HOSPITAL 11th INSTANT SUFFERING INTERNAL DERANGEMENT


	KNEE   WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


									BASE RECORDS


									   23/11/16








The Daily News Saturday December 9, 1916:


ILL


Spr G.H.G. Butcher, Subiaco									


Article abridged








The West Australian Thursday December 12, 1918:


WESTERN AUSTRALIA


RETURNING SOLDIERS


LIST “B”


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad: 


(935) Pte G.H.G. Butcher.								


Article abridged





The West Australian Monday December 23, 1918:


MARATHON GOES TO ALBANY


The s.s. Marathon, an infected ship, was expected to arrive at Fremantle yesterday, but she received orders by wireless to proceed to Albany.  It is considered unlikely that any more infected ships will be calling at Fremantle.








The West Australian Tuesday December 31, 1918:


MARATHON MEN RELEASED


DEPARTURE FOR PERTH


Albany, Dec. 30.


A batch of Western Australian soldiers landed from the transport Marathon last week were liberated from quarantine this morning ranking as invalids.  They were first paraded at the Drill Hall, and afterwards assembled at the Town Hall, where they were served with cold luncheon by the ladies of the local branch of the Red Cross Society.  The Mayor attended, and after the meal formally welcomed the party home.  The responses made testified that, although the men had received the intimation that they would go into quarantine with resentment they now appreciated what had been done for them.  Their detention had been made most enjoyable, and all of them felt better for the experience.  The men left for Perth by a special train at 2.30 p.m.








The West Australian Wednesday May 16, 1923:


FUNERAL NOTICES


BUTCHER—The Friends of the late Mr George Henry Butcher, late of Manjimup, W.A., are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Church of England portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Private Mortuary of Messrs Donald J. Chipper and Son, 844 Hay-street, Perth, at 2.15 o’clock TOMORROW (Thursday) AFTERNOON.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 2.30 o’clock train from Perth.


DONALD J. CHIPPER and SON


Funeral Directors, 844 Hay-st., Perth








The West Australian Thursday May 17, 1923:


DEATHS


BUTCHER—On May 15, 1923, at Perth, George Henry, dearly beloved husband of Annie Butcher, and loved father of Thelma and Jack; aged 42 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BUTCHER—The Friends of the late Mr George Henry Butcher, late of Manjimup and Merredin, and formerly of the 28th Battalion, A.I.F., are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Church of England portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Private Mortuary of Messrs Donald J. Chipper and Son, 844 Hay-street, Perth, at 2.15 o’clock THIS Thursday AFTERNOON.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 2.30 o’clock train from Perth.


DONALD J. CHIPPER and SON


Funeral Directors, 844 Hay-street, Perth








The Bunbury Herald and Blackwood Express Friday May 18, 1923:


PERSONAL PARS


The funeral of Mr George Henry Butcher, late of Manjimup, who served with the 28th Battalion, A.I.F. took place yesterday to the Church of England portion of the Karrakatta cemetery.








Sunday Times Sunday June 3, 1923:


WILLS OF THE WEEK


The following is a list of probates and letters of administration for week ended May 31:— 


Probates: George Henry Gunn Butcher, late of Nokaning died May 15, 1923 to Annie Butcher, of West Guildford.


											Article abridged








Southern Times Tuesday March 24, 1908:


BRIDGETOWN LICENSING COURT


MARCH 18


H.A. Butcher applied for an eating, boarding and lodging house in Bridgetown.  Evidence having been given, the temporary license held was confirmed. 





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….H. Butcher.


Article abridged








The West Australian Thursday May 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


SARDINIA ARRIVES


A CLEAN SHIP


The transport Sardinia arrived in Gage Roads at 7.25 a.m. yesterday, and upon being pronounced a clean ship by the doctors berthed at the quay at 11.30 a.m.  There was a large gathering on the wharf to welcome home the troops home, there being 138 for this State.  The Sardinia will proceed to the Eastern States to-day.








Westralian Worker Friday April 27, 1928:


SOUTHERN CROSS NOTES


A.L.P. BRANCH FORMED


An enthusiastic crowd of Southern Cross residents responded to the invitation of Mr H.A. Butcher to attend a public meeting convened for the purpose of forming a branch of the Australian Labor Party.  Mr Butcher explained to those assembled the valuable work accomplished throughout Australia by the A.L.P., and stressed the necessity of immediately forming a branch in this rapidly growing important wheat centre of W.A.


The speaker illustrated the great work which was now being carried out by the Labor Government in settling people on the land.  Never before in the history of the country had there been so many contented prosperous families settled on the land.  The land policy of the present Government was a pleasing and decisive answer to those disgruntled people, who in season and out of season were ever ready to condemn Labor’s humane platform and its progressive administration of the people’s business.


Mr Butcher pointed out that although the men on the land, old settlers and new settlers, readily admitted and acknowledged the wonderful progress and success of the development scheme of the Collier Government, it was an astounding fact that a great majority of those farmers were always to be found in opposition to the Party at election time.  People had told him that the settler became conservative through his isolation and general ignorance of national affairs.  On the contrary he had found the farmer a progressive, intelligent man, whose business aptitude often outclassed that of the city man.  The fact that the majority of our settlers were found in opposition to Labor was because the A.L.P. had failed to establish branches in their midst.


Within the last few months hundreds of dusted miners and taken up land in the district, and Labor was now determined not only to retain their votes but was out to capture the old settler’s vote.


H.A. Butcher was unanimously elected chairman of the new branch, Walter Leggett secretary and that old Laborite, Fred Wilkinson, treasurer.


Within a few months the new branch will become an influential factor in the political life of this State.








The Southern Cross Times Saturday August 25, 1928:


THE LICENSING ACT, 1911


APPLICATION for BILLIARD TABLE LICENSE—To the Licensing Court for the District of Yilgarn, in Western Australia—I, Horace Alexander Butcher, now residing at Southern Cross, in the said District of Yilgarn, do hereby give notice that it is my intention to apply at the next Quarterly sitting of the Licensing Court for the said District for Billiard Table License, for the premises which I now occupy, situated at Orion Street, Southern Cross, being that portion of the licensed premises known as the Palace Hotel, which contained their Billiard Room and Saloon Bar, and which portion is to be excised from such Licensed premises.  Dated the 11th day of August, 1928.


									H.A. BUTCHER, Applicant








The Southern Cross Times Saturday September 1, 1928:


GENERAL NEWS


Billiard Room—Mr H.A. Butcher who has leased the billiard room at the Palace Hotel is applying for a license.  Alterations have been made including the removal of the saloon bar for another use and the making of a separate entrance to Orion Street.  The table is now in first class order for knights of the green cloth to exercise their skill.








The Southern Cross Times Saturday March 23, 1929:


THE LICENSING ACT, 1911 (Section 54)


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER


To the Licensing Court for the Yilgarn District


I, HORACE ALEXANDER BUTCHER, being the licensee of the Palace Billiard Saloon at Orion Street, Southern Cross, do hereby make application for a Transfer of the rights and privileges of the Billiard Table License held by me in respect of the said premises to WILLIAM SINGLE, Agent of Southern Cross; and I, the said William Single, do hereby the said William Single, do hereby concur in such application, and request that the said transfer may be made.


		Dated this 15th day of March, 1929.


								(Sgd) H.A. BUTCHER


		  							Signature of proposed Transferor


								(Sgd) WILLIAM SINGLE


									Signature of proposed Transferee


						Witness: 	(Sgd) R.B. Andrews.








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday November 11, 1931:


KALGOORLIE WARDENS COURT


Ernest Allman v. Horace Alexander Butcher and Alexander Gordon Burns was an application for forfeiture of Prospecting Area No. 2572E, Mt Charlotte on the grounds of non-fulfilment of Labour conditions.  No defence was filed.  Declared forfeited, the applicant to have 14 days preferment right of pegging.








The Age Monday June 9, 1919:


OVER 1000 TROOPS RETURN


FIVE TRANSORTS DURING WEEKEND


Yesterday was a record day for military authorities at the Sturt-street depot.  Over 1000 troops were disembarked during the day from no fewer than four transports.  The work of members of the Royal Automobile Club in transporting the large number of men from the ships to the depot is worthy of commendation.


The work of “finalising” the men was commenced forthwith, and carried on with much despatch that the majority had been dealt with by the time the large compliment from the Sardinia had arrived.  This vessel berthed about 2.15 p.m. also at the new pier.  There was no shortage of vehicles and the whole of the 385 Victorians and 60 Tasmanians were transported speedily to the depot.  The hall was well filled on their arrival, but the operations of “finalising” were carried out expediently and in an orderly manner. A large crowd waited outside the hall most of the afternoon and was increased towards 4.30 p.m. when the final contingent arrived.


      		Article abridged 








Mirror, Perth, WA - Saturday July 30, 1938:


Cont.


That was on June 29.  She sent a postcard to his address, but got no reply.  They met, she said, next day in the street.


But her husband gave her no money then, nor had he given her any since—and that was five weeks ago.


Unlike the Biblical character, she had asked, but had not received.


Hubby, Reuben Butcher, had another tale to tell.


He landed in Perth, he told Mr Mosley, with only 22/ in his pocket.  His idea in coming to the West was to get work, so that he and his wife could set up house here,


MAKE A NEW START


He was taken sick and could not look for work.  From his room in Goderich-street, he wrote to his wife, but received no answer.


At the time the summons was issued in June, he said, only fortnight had passed without his paying his wife any money.


“When I left her in Melbourne’ said the husband, “She had £35 in the bank and two £10 notes.”


“Well,” interrupted Mr Moseley, “Do you think that is a lot? After all, £55 in eight weeks, out of which she had to pay her fare.


“The question is, Butcher, not what you’ve given your wife in the past, but what you intend doing for her in the future.”


And Butcher answered: “I’m quite prepared to pay for a home for her here.  I have to pay back what money I’ve borrowed….”


But the magistrate cut him short: “if you can borrow money, Butcher, you can borrow it to help keep your wife.”


Butcher explained he was working at present, worked six weeks out of every eight, and his wages averaged out at £2/18/ a week.


“But she has 10/ a week,” he added, “a pension of her own, and 7/ from mine-I signed a form for her to collect that.”


However, Mrs Butcher had not collected her husband’s pension. Although, as Mr Mosely pointed out, Butcher had given her every assistance to have it transferred.


An order for payment of £1 a week was made (7/ of which Mrs Butcher could get from the pension), costs to be paid by the husband.








The West Australian Thursday September 18, 1952:


DEATHS


BUTCHER (Murray): Dearly loved brother of Bob, Ken, Frank, brother-in-law of May and uncle of Robert, George, Daphne (Mrs Noack).





BUTCHER: on Sept 17, 1952, at Repat. Hospital, Hollywood, Murray, loved brother of Annie, brother-in-law of Tom Aitkins and uncle of Lila and John








The West Australian Friday September 19, 1952:


DEATHS


BUTCHER (Murray): On Sept, 17, at Hollywood Repatriation Hospital, Murray, loved son of the late George and Rachel Butcher, of Bridgetown, loved brother of Horace, Frank, Bob, Ken and Annie (Mrs Aitkins)





BUTCHER (Murray): A sincere tribute to the memory of old Butch.  Inserted by all the boys Castle Hotel.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BUTCHER: A Presbyterian Service for the late Mr Murray Butcher, of 79 Hubert-street, Victoria Park, will be held in the Crematorium Chapel, Karrakatta, at 11.30 o’clock TODAY.  The Cortege will leave our Parlour, 190 Albany-hwy, Victoria Park, at 11 o’clock.


MEADSON and CO








Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday July 30, 1919:


H.T. MALTA


T/Corp F.G. Butcher.									


Article abridged








The West Australian Tuesday November 14, 1944:


DEATHS


BUTCHER (formerly Fitzell, nee Knaack)—On November 12, 1944, at Fremantle, Frances Elizabeth, wife of Frank Gunn Butcher, of 128 Marmion-street, East Fremantle, beloved mother of Manson (missing, 2nd-4th M.G. Batt), and Alan Butcher (2nd-3rd Batt, AIF) and Valmai Gorringe (Nedlands).  The Rev Canon E.M. Collick will conduct a Private Church of England Service in the Crematorium Chapel, Karrakatta, this (Tuesday) morning.








Divisional Engineers				1st Anzac		                3rd October, 1917





2nd Field Company Engineers	   No. 2580 Sapper Robert Rae Gunn Butcher         Military Medal





During the operations along the MENIN ROAD east of YPRES on 20th to 22nd September, 1917 he was engaged as a company runner at the south corner of POLYGON WOOD to HOOGE CRATER.


	He successfully completed seven trips aggregated about 25 miles under most dangerous and trying 	conditions of heavy shell fire.


	He then acted as a guide to working parties at night and altogether showed splendid devotion to duty.








Divisional Engineers		        1st A & N.Z. Coy					9th October, 1917





2nd Divisional Company Engineers   No 2580 Sapper Robert Rae Gunn Butcher





During the operations east of YPRES on 4th October 1917 he volunteered for service as runner to carry 


an important message for a strong point near MOLENAARELSTHOEK to WESTHOEK.


In spite of the difficult and dangerous nature of the ground he delivered his message and on his return journey encountered a heavy barrage but persevered bravely knowing that his message to be important delivered it promptly. On the way to WESTHOEK he assisted several walking wounded cases over slippery ground and went to considerable trouble to obtain stretcher bearers  and direct them to a spot where he had seen several wounded officers.








Divisional Engineers			     Australian					March 10, 1918





2nd Field Company Engineers      No. 2580 Sapper Robert Rae Gunn Butcher





On the afternoon of 8th March, 1918 during a heavy bombardment south east of YPRES whilst in their 	shelter a gas shell penetrated the roof, exploded and severely wounded a comrade.


These men immediately fixed a gas helmet to their wounded comrade who was in great pain and was 	throwing himself about, having to hold him down and being themselves without helmet.


After succeeding in dressing him they put on their helmets but at this time were badly gassed.


Their act of bravery and devotion probably saved the life of their comrade.  	





AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL


	HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the field to the undermentioned soldier:


No 2580 Sapper R.R.G. BUTCHER








Western Mail Thursday August 7, 1919:


“THE GLORIOUS TENTH”


ARRIVAL OF THE OXFORDSHIRE


The troopship Oxfordshire, with 1,600 returning “Aussies” and a number of dependants berthed at E shed, Victoria Quay, shortly after noon on Monday.  In the morning the vessel arrived mid-stream and was moored at the buoys to undergo the usual medical examination by the quarantine authorities, and it was a couple of hours later before the ship came alongside the wharf.  Even then it was some time before the disembarkation started and all the while a large crowd of friends and relations of the soldiers waited in the unpleasant weather with what patience they could command.  They accepted the delay and inefficacious disembarkation methods philosophically on the whole, and in their opinion amends were made when at last the lads began to issue from the shed free to be commandeered immediately and hurried home.


The decks of the transport were lined with laughing, sunburnt faces and waving emu plumes and the black and gold shoulder patches told that the “Glorious Tenth” was returning from long and strenuous campaigns in the scorching desert.


											Article abridged








The West Australian Monday June 29 & Tuesday June 30, 1953:


DEATHS


BUTCHER: On June 26, at Perth, Ken, loved son of the late George and Rachel Butcher, of Bridgetown, loving brother of Horrie, Frank, Bob and Annie.





BUTCHER: (Ken): On June 26, at Perth, dearly loved brother and brother-in-law of Bob and May and uncle of Daphne, Robert and George.





BUTCHER (Ken): On June 26, at Perth, dearly loved brother and brother-in-law of Annie and Tom Aitkins, loved uncle of Lila and John.





FUNERAL NOTICES


BUTCHER: The Funeral Service for the late Mr Ken Butcher, of 79 Hubert-street, Victoria Park, formerly of 10th Light Horse, 1st A.I.F., will take place in the Crematorium Chapel, Karrrakatta, at 10 o’clock THIS (Tuesday) MORNING.  The Cortege will move from our chapel, Hay-street, Perth, at 9.45 o’clock.  No flowers by request.


DONALD J. CHIPPER AND SON





BUTCHER: 10th Light Horse Assn: Members of the above are requested to attend the Funeral of their late Member, Mr K.G. Butcher.  For particulars see main notice.


								F. McLeod, Pres.


								R. Perry, Sec.








Mirror, Perth, WA - Saturday July 30, 1938:


CUT ORDERED IN BUTCHER’S INCOME


Was her husband a sober man?  Elderly Mrs Ellen Butcher opened her eyes in surprise and closed them in regret as her counsel put that question in the police court yesterday.


“No,” she said, “My husband has not led a sober life since we married.  In fact he drank heavily—was a drunkard.”


She was applying for maintenance from Reuben Butcher.


They married, she said, and lived in Melbourne.  Early in May her husband came to Perth, and a month later she followed.  From her savings in the bank she had drawn to pay his fare.  She drew £30; his ticket cost her £15.  When she landed in Perth she had £2 to her name.


Cont.











