SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM BUSHELL
5963 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas William Bushell was born in Barnock, Northampton, England in December, 1870 the son of Thomas and Mary Ann (nee Attaway) Bushell.  In 1871 the family were living at Coleshill, Sussex and householders were Thomas (27) groom and domestic servant, Mary Ann (25) with children Mary H. (1) and Thomas W. (5months).
Ten years later they were at Stoughton, Sussex with citizens of the house Thomas (38) trainer of race horses, Mary A. (36), and Mary H (11), Thomas W. (10) scholar, Herbert J. (8), Amy M.E. (6), Helen (4) and Alfred B. (8mths).
Thomas came to Australia and in October, 1894 took the coastal steamer to Brisbane from Melbourne with the list of passengers published in the:
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It appears he settled in Gympie working as a miner.  
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He married on 17 May, 1898 in the Holy Trinity Church, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane to Jean Gordon Cockburn of Gympie.  A write-up of the nuptials was published in the: 
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Three months later he was insolvent with his case for creditors advertised in the:

Months later he was manager of the Golden Bar mine in Gympie and a couple of reports from him appeared in the:


Their residence in 1903 was River Road, Gympie and was one of 36 petitioners to the Gympie Council meeting in 1901 which was reported in the:


A year later was part of a case heard in the Court with an extract as follows:


In 1908 he was a miner at the Old Waterworks, Hughenden and in 1913 worked the Hidden Treasure Diggings in the Boulia district remaining there for several years.
At the Cloncurry Approved Military Depot on 25 July, 1916 the forty-four-year-old married miner from Duchess, Qld applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 172cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest measurement of 92cms (36½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further born in Lincoln, England, weighing 65kgs (145lbs) with a fresh complexion, grey eyes and brown hair and distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and a tattoo mark of an anchor inside a laurel circle on his right forearm.  Religious faith was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Jean Gordon Bushell of Myhill Street, Gympie and later Ferguson Street, Gympie, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day in Cloncurry.
Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:


Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) on 1 September, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until allotted to the Miners Depot on September 16.  A month later after final home leave and a dental check was transferred on October 14 to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and placed with the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5963.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  
Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on 29 January, 1917 on board S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 24 February was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 12 March, 1917 was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field situated at Poperinghe, Belgium mining underground galleries.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:


Offence:
While on active service 7/6/17 AWL from 
9 a.m. until 2.30 p.m. 8/6/17





(29½hours)


Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment]


Total forfeiture:
30 days by Major J.D. Henry 9/6/17

He went injured to the 98th Field Ambulance on 29 October, 1917 suffering a right inguinal hernia and moved the following day to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station.  
On November 1 entered the 3rd Stationary Hospital and then discharged to Aust General Base Details a day later at Rouelles.  On 4 November was classed with “A” debility and sent to the Convalescent Camp at Harflour.  
Was invalided from Havre to England on 2 December, 1917 for permanent base details due to right inguinal hernia arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
An Inventory of his Kit was taken on December 5 there and contained the following items:

Hat badge, boots and laces, braces, hair brush, shaving brush and toothbrush, comb, 2 pairs drawers, fork, knife & spoon, greatcoat, khaki hat, holdall, housewife, jacket, razor & case, 2 shirts, 2 singlets, 2 prs woollen socks, chin strap, towel, belt, 2 collar badges, breeches, dress jacket, putties, 2 Australia titles, comforter cap, Identity disc, woollen gloves and knife, clasp & lanyard.
Items added the next day were: Universal Kit bag, pair woollen socks, towel and 2 Australia titles.

On 12 December, 1917 was issued with another identity disc and unserviceable items were withdrawn and replaced from his Kit: greatcoat, 2 collar badges and service jacket.
He was sent on command on 14 January, 1918 for a Course of Instruction at the Engineering Works in Winchester.

Final issue for his Kit took place on 26 January, 1918 with the following: pair woollen socks, towel and sea kit bag.

Sapper Bushell embarked for discharge in Australia due to rupture and age on 30 January, 1918 on H.T. Euripides.  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.  

His name was among those soldiers listed as returning in the:


The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 March, 1918 and a small report appeared in the:
The Queenslanders were entrained for the remainder of the journey to Brisbane (1st M.D.)
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 11 May, 1918 as medically unfit.  The British War Medal (24641) and the Victory Medal (23762) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 5963 Thomas William Bushell, 1st Tunnelling Company.

In 1919 he was mining at Mt Cuthbert, Burketown, Qld.  In 1922 he was at West Leichhardt mining.
Thomas William Bushell died suddenly in his room at His Majesty’s Hotel, Cloncurry on 9 December, 1924 aged 54 years.  News of his demise was reported in the:


Interment would have been in the Cloncurry Cemetery, Qld.


A Statement of his Service was requested by the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 2 October, 1928.

The Public Trustee handled his Estate and probate was granted on 17 October, 1925 in New South Wales.

His wife died on 12 May, 1954 with interment taking place in the Gympie Cemetery.
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Brisbane Courier Saturday October 27, 1894:


SHIPPING – ARRIVAL


October 26. –WODONGA, s., 2340-tons, Captain J.E. Meaburn, from Melbourne.  Passengers: Messrs T.W. Bushell,										Article abridged





Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Saturday May 21, 1898:


MARRIAGE


Bushell—Cockburn. – On the 17th May, at Holy Trinity Church, Fortitude Valley, by the Rev. John Spooner, Thomas William Bushell, eldest son of Thomas Bushell, Bodenham House, Wilts, England, to Jean Gordon Cockburn, second eldest daughter of William and Jane Cockburn, Gympie.





Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Tuesday August 9, 1898:


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF QUEENSLAND – IN INSOLVENCY – IN FORMA PAUPERIS


The Chief Justice—


THOMAS WILLIAM BUSHELL, of Gympie, Miner, was adjudged Insolvent on the fifth day of August, 1898.


The first meeting of creditors will be held at the Principal Registry, Brisbane, on the eighteenth day of August, 1898, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon.


UNTIL the election of a Trustee all persons having in their possession any of the effects of the Insolvent, must deliver them, and all debts due to the Insolvent must be paid to Mr James Boyne Hall, the Official Trustee in the Estate.


Creditors must forward their Proofs of Debt to the Official Trustee.


									W.A. DOUGLAS, Acting Registrar.








Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Thursday March 30, 1899:


MINING NEWS


Golden Bar. —The manager, T.W. Bushell, reports under the date March 29:


Since taking charge of your mine, I have erected a brace and whip pole on the underlay shaft, about 300 feet south of the whim shaft.  I have thoroughly repaired the straight part of the shaft and am now skidding and bailing the underlay.  I am down about 65 feet and expect to have the water our in about 4 days.





Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Saturday April 15, 1899:


MINING NEWS


Golden Bar. –The manager, T.W. Bushell, reports under date April 11—I have baled the underlie shaft to the bottom, 96 feet.  There is a crosscut at 86 feet, about 15 feet to the west, which, I think, they have had in for the purpose of cutting a reef which is known to exist to the west.  There was also a crosscut to the east about 8 feet, where they cut the reef; they have driven 30 feet north and 30 feet south on the reef, with stopes following.  There is a black floor showing in the north drive.  I broke the footwall reef down, and got a few coarse colors of gold.





Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Thursday March 20, 1902:


GYMPIE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL


PETITION


Presented by Ald. Thomas, from T.W. Bushell, D. Thomas and 34 others, requesting the Council to erect gas lamps as required in various places on the River-road. —Received and referred to the Works Committee for report. 





Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette Thursday June 2, 1904:


IMPORTANT CALL CASE – NORTH GREAT NEW ZEALAND V. MARTIN


…it was not an uncommon practice for visiting shareholders to pay calls for other absentee shareholders in their own town; defendant did this, and paid calls to Stewart Read, John Miller, John Ray, John Martin, Thomas Martin, Margaret Martin and others; defendant often acted for persons in Brisbane when he came to Gympie; on March 6th, 1903, there were 1200 shares in the name of John Ellis; 750 of these were sold and transferred to T.W. Bushell on April 4th, the same year; these were forfeited to the company on October 16; there was no minute of the forfeiture; he believed Bushell and Ellis were particularly friendly at the time; Bushell was a working miner, Stewart Read’s shares were forfeited with others, on May 24, 1903, by a special resolution of the directors; on June 9th, 1903, J. Geary held 1000 shares and on the 8th of January last 1500 shares; on the 9th of January last 500 of them were forfeited and sold at auction; on January 8th Rodney, another director held 812 shares and on the 9th 500 shares were forfeited and sold for non-payment of calls.


To Mr Sykes: Bushell paid three calls himself and Ellis paid the fourth; witness produced receipt butts for calls paid by defendant.


The case was then adjourned till next Wednesday.					Article abridged





Evening Telegraph (Charters Towers) Saturday August 26, 1916:


CLONCURRY DISTRICT NOTES


(From our Correspondent) Cloncurry, August 22.


The following men volunteered for active service during the week: Alexander Rowan, Charles Gedkwad, Thomas Walker and Thomas W. Bushell.





Sapper T.W. Bushell


Photo published in the Pictorial Supplement to The Queenslander on 12 May, 1917 State Library of Qld





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday March 9, 1918:


COMING HOME – SOLDIERS RETURNING TO AUSTRALIA


LIST “U”


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually enroute from abroad.


5963. Spr. T.W. Bushell, Tng. Dtls. Cloncurry.						Article abridged





Herald (Melbourne) Wednesday March 20, 1918: Euripides


LIST “U” DISEMBARKATION


Officers and men in official list “U” will be disembarked at Port Melbourne tomorrow.  Those for New South Wales will be landed as 12 noon, while the Victorians and others will be disembarked at 2.20 p.m.





Brisbane Courier Wednesday December 17, 1924:


CLONCURRY


SUDDEN DEATH. –Thomas William Bushell passed away suddenly at His Majesty’s Hotel on Tuesday evening.  He had been ailing for some time, but prior to his death he appeared to be in fair health.  He returned to his hotel at 6.30 p.m., and later was found by one of the employees in his room, dead.  His sons, Thomas and Vincent, are residents of Gympie.





Western Champion (Barcaldine) Saturday December 27, 1924:


NORTHERN NOTES AND NEWS


On Tuesday night a man named William Bushell was found dead in his room at His Majesty’s Hotel, Cloncurry.  Deceased was well known in the district, especially in Mt Isa, where he acquired some good leases.  He had been “on a bender” in town for some little time.





Entrance to Cloncurry Cemetery, Qld - Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Bushell family plot in Gympie Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 








