SAPPER GEORGE FRANCIS BURKE
6891 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / 3rd Division Signal Company
Devonport, Tasmania was the birthplace of George Francis Burke in November, 1891 the son of George (died 1913) and Mary Ann (nee Leary) Burke.  In 1914 he was a painter living at Waratah, Tas.

At the recruiting depot at Zeehan on 30 September, 1916 the single twenty-five-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination but noted that varicose veins were to be removed.

Attestation forms were completed on 27 October, 1916 and declared fit for service and describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 66kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and black hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Ann Burke of 21 Mulcahy Street, Zeehan.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was reported in the:


After basic training he was allotted to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction with the January, 1917 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6891.

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and remainder marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on 15 April, 1917 and left for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on April 21 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 12 June, 1917 marched out for the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field and was taken on strength three days later.  The company was working at Hill 70 sector to consolidate new positions and dugout extensions.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and signed a Thank-you letter which was re-printed in the:


Sapper Burke was a member of a detachment from 9 April. 1918.  Their work is recorded in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:
“The Detachment at Armentieres in the XVth Corps area, completed their work which was in time to be of great importance in the enemy attack which began on 9th April, and lasted for nine days till the 18th April.

The work of our Detachment and their behaviours during the attack was very creditable to everybody concerned.  Unhappily a very capable and popular officer in the person of Lieut. Neil CAMPBELL and 1057 Sapper KELLY, E. were killed, but only one other casualty occurred in the wounding of 4765 Sapper HOGAN, A.W. by a gun-shot wound in the chest.

Lieut. J. DOW, the officer with the Detachment who assumed command after Lieut. Campbell was missing, in his report to the C.O. wrote:

“Heavy bombardment commenced on the 8th and lasted all night.  Gas and H.E. shells were heavy.  It was rumoured that the enemy had broken through our line at Laventie.  On the 9th at 8 a.m. the day relief of 12 O.R’s went to work as usual with Lieut. Campbell in Charge.

“In the afternoon I stopped the 4 p.m. relief from going to work.

“Acting on instructions received from Lieut. Campbell, I telephoned the C.R.E. 34th Division for orders at 4 p.m. 
“I was ordered to report to 101st Brigade at once.
“Lieut. Campbell returned with the off-coming relief at 4.30 p.m.  I fell the men in with full kits and 48 hours rations.  There were 2 officers and 38 O.R’s in the party.
We march to assembly point (No 3 series M.G. Es.) (Sheet 36 B. 22 C. 40.85) while Lieut. Campbell reported to 101st Brigade per motor cycle.  Lieut. Campbell was ordered to report with the party to 102nd Brigade at Erquinghem.  The men were marched to Erquinghem and reported to 102nd Brigade at 7 p.m.   The 102nd Brigade ordered us to report back to 101st Brigade.
“I marched the men back to No 3 Series Emplacements, (very heavy shelling on both marches) and again reported to 101st Brigade at 8 p.m. who ordered us to again report to 102nd Brigade. Lieut. Campbell, self and four men went back to Erquinghem and reported to 102nd Brigade at 9 p.m., leaving the balance of the party in charge of Corporal Barsby at No 3 Series.  The G.O.C. 102nd Brigade ordered us to report to Major Osborne of the 15th Royal Scots Regiment.  We did so and sent runners back for Cpl Barsby and others.  When the party arrived at 11 p.m. Major Osborne told us to report to Lieut. Young (Coy Commander) who showed us a position and ordered us to dig in.
“This position was facing S.W. on the right flank of and at right angles to the front of the X Battalion.  (A composite Battalion of pioneers, Engineers, 18th N.F. and attached Infantry).
“Lieut. Young told us we were behind the Reserve Line.  We posted sentries and stopped there all night.  Apparently, there was no one on our right flank.  Erquinghem was heavily shelled until 1 a.m. on 10th.  We stood to until dawn.  At 7 a.m. the enemy appeared to be advancing – our right flank still in the air.  This was reported to Lieut. Young.  At noon, the enemy was seen crossing our front from left to right about 600 yards away.  Our right flank still unprotected.    Again I reported this and sent out patrols to get in touch with our nearest troops.  Patrols reported a gap of 200 yards between us and some pioneers.
“I patrolled the gap myself, and found it to be as reported.  We lengthened our line to try and link up.  The enemy was getting closer.  We opened fire at 400 yards.  At this stage a German was seen crossing our front about 200 yards away.  Sappers 5786 MUIR, J., 5858 WATSON, J.A. and 4434 NUNN-PENDLE, J. stalked him and took him prisoner.  An officer then reported that a Battalion of Royal Scots was coming to reinforce and fill the gap reported.  I met the officer and showed him the position.  Another Battalion came up and took up a position parallel to the railway line, and on our left flank.  The enemy came nearer and occupied a farm in front.  There was heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire.  It was then 6 p.m.  Very heavy short-range fire came from enemy light artillery.  Lieut. Campbell was now put in charge of the Company of the X Battalion to which we were attached, in place of Lieut. Young.  At 7.30 p.m. Lieut. Campbell received written orders from C.O. Xth Battalion to retire and report to Col. Stephenson, 16th Royal Scots at Jesus Farm.  Cpl BARSBY states that as the runner with this order came along the line he called out to the men “Jerry is over the canal, get back quickly.”  Although I did not hear this personally, the statement has been corroborated by several men of the detachment.
“A number of men then retired without orders.  Lieut. Campbell did not seem satisfied and told me to hang on, while he saw about it.  He then walked towards Headquarters and was lost to view behind a burning estaminet.

“He was not seen again by any of the party.  Both companies on our flanks then retired and I ordered my company to retire in conformity.  During the retirement Sapper Kelly was hit and fell – He was believed to be killed.
The enemy were then very close and the enemy M.G, rifle and artillery fire was very heavy.
“I took Sapper Ashford and went to Battalion Headquarters of 15th Royal Scots to look for Lieut. Campbell but found Headquarters deserted
“I picked up Cpl Barsby and 29 O.R’s at the rendezvous and reported with them to Jesus Farm at 8 p.m.
“The balance of party were missing.  I looked for Col. STEPHNSON and Col. Lloyd of 12th Suffolk Regt. 40th Division who took charge and posted us on the left of Wigan Post.  I called the roll.  Lieut. Campbell and the following O.R’s were missing:-




“6891  Spr BURKE, G.F.

4518  Spr  WILSON, P.R.




  5858   “    WATSON, J.A.  

6876    “    COOK, G.W.




  6668   “    BROWNHILL, F.W.
4808    “    YAXLEY, A.G.




  1057   “    KELLY, E. (Believed killed)

“At this stage the following men reported sick and were sent to Neippe:-




“5363  Spr  LEAVER, C.H.

4282  Spr  BROWNE, S.
“We stood to till 2 a.m. then fell in and marched to Neippe still under Col. LLOYD’s orders.  We arrived at Neippe at 3.30 a.m.  I called the roll and found that L/Cpl Mayne, Spr AHEARN, and Spr ROBERTS missing.
“We rested until 5 a.m. then fell in and marched to the Mill off Armentieres – Bailleul Road.  (Sheet 36 B. 8 d. 45. 55).  We dug in here.
“At noon we were ordered to fall in as a platoon attached to the 12th Suffolks.  We marched across the main road and took up a position at approximately (B9 a. 50. 50).
“At 1 p.m. we advanced as a wave in support of 12th Suffolks to hold enemy.
“The South Wales Borderers, forward on our left front twice retired and were collected and sent back by Sgt Mjr. MACEY of 12th Suffolks and myself.
“We lay out all day in the field, under fire.  M.G.’s and Snipers very active.
“4765 Spr HOGAN, A.W. was sniped through the left breast.  4746 Spr CAHILL, 6765 Spr HOW, 2891 Spr BLIZZARD and 4411 [4511] Spr WILLIAMS, H. carried him to Field Dressing Station.  Spr Williams returned.  The other three were stopped by an officer.
“At dark (8.30 p.m.) the 12th Suffolks retired, as ordered, through my position and my platoon covered in retirement, and followed on as rear guard, in accordance with instructions from Col. LLOYD.
“We marched towards Bailleul and rested for a few hours on Bailleul Road.
“I called the roll and found Spr HOW, CAHILL, BLIZZARD missing.  Fell in at 5 a.m. and marched to STRAZEELE.  Rested till 8 p.m.  After thanking the men for the support they had given, Col. LLOYD ordered me to report with my party to 1st Australian Brigade Headquarters at Pradelles. I did so and bivouacked the Aust. L.T.M. Battery.
“On April 13th Brigade Major, 1st Australian Brigade, ordered me to report to 1st Field Coy Engineers at Borre, under Capt B. DOWLING.  I did so, and rested that day.
“On April 14th, at 8 a.m. we marched to forward billets of 1st Field Coy, A.E. at Pradelles, our men were attached to the 2nd and 3rd Sections of the 1st Field Coy.  We worked on STRAZEELE defences and spitlocking and digging trenches.  There was a heavy bombardment of billets.  I sent a report by D.R.L.S. to C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy stating position, nominal roll, and asking for orders.
“On April 15th we reconnoitred positions for charges to mine roads at Strazeelle, Sec. Bois and Railway.
“We excavated for above but there were no explosives to complete the charging.
“On 16th and 17th we dug strong points and alarm posts.  There was very heavy enemy shelling.
“At 8 p.m. orders were received from the C.O. 3rd Australian Tnlg Coy to meet transport at Wallon Capelle at noon of 18th to rejoin the Unit.
“On the 18th I fell in the Detachment and we marched to Wallon Capelle.  We met the lorry from 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy, picked up L/Cpl MAYNE and 8 men at EBBLINGHEM and arrived at Headquarters of 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy at 6 p.m.

“The following is a nominal roll of the party at 4.30 p.m. on 9.4.18: [included]


6891 Spr. BURKE, G.F. 

“The behaviours of the Detachment under trying circumstances was splendid.  Their coolness and steadiness under heavy fire was admirable.
  “Their conduct, whilst acting as a covering screen in the retirement on the night of the 11th was worthy of the high traditions of the British Army.”
Sapper was counted in an audit of the company as still serving on 26 April, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken from 3 September, 1918 and re-joined his unit on September 18.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Further leave was granted and proceeded on January 25, 1919 and re-joined his unit on February 2.

Went sick with a social disease to the 111th Field Ambulance on 10 February, 1919 then sent to the 39th Stationary Hospital followed by a transfer to the 7th General Hospital.  After 64 days curative care was discharged to the Aust Base Depot on 4 April, 1919.
It is not recorded on his documents when he was transferred to the 3rd Divisional Signal Company.

The troops returned to England and went into camp to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Burke embarked for Australia on 3 July, 1919 on board H.T. Prinz Hubertus.

Base Records advised his mother on 25 July that he was returning home.  

His name was among those listed as returned and published in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 August, 1919 with news of their impending arrival was announced in the:

The Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State across Bass Strait.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 18 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (6925) and the Victory Medal (6725) were issued to Sapper 6891 George Francis Burke, 3rd Tunnelling Company / 3rd Divisional Signal Company for serving his country.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded medical documents together with his dates of return and discharge on 17 November, 1919.
His Will was returned to the 6th Military District on 16 February, 1920. 

In 1919 his address was Florence Street, Moonah with his occupation as a painter.  In 1922 he was at Corby Street, Hobart with the same occupation. 

He collected his Victory Medal from Anglesea Barracks on 22 September, 1922.
He married about 1932 in Hobart to Eva Jane Direen.  

In 1936 his address changed to 22 Runnymede Street, Hobart and by 1943 was 18 Macquarie Street, Hobart working as a painter.
George Francis Burke, late of Sandy Bay, passed away on 31 October, 1946 aged 54 years.  Family arrangements were placed in the:


Interment took place in Cornelian Bay Cemetery on 2 November, 1019 in the Roman Catholic portion, Row 20 in grave no.264.  There is no headstone.
The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which was forwarded on 21 September, 1949.
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Mercury (Hobart) Saturday October 28, 1916:


RECRUITING – TASMANIA


The following are the names of the men (62) who entered camp yesterday.


G.F. Burke, miner, Zeehan								Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 6891 G.F. Burke,


										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday August 20, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – MORE MEN EN ROUTE


The attached lists of troops are shortly returning from abroad per Prinz Hubertus.


Spr. G.F. Burke, 3rd D. Sig. C. Zeehan							Article abridged





The Herald (Melbourne) Saturday August 23, 1919:


TWO VESSELS TOMORROW


Tomorrow’s disembarkation will be those from the City of Exeter and the Prinz Hubertus.


The contingents will land at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. respectively, and as each numbers 250 a large muster of cars is sought.





Mercury Saturday November 2, 1946:


DEATHS


BURKE—On October 31, 1946, at the residence of his sister, Mrs L. Gatty, 718 Sandy Bay Road, George Francis, beloved husband of Eva, of 26 Smith St., North Hobart, and loving father of Shirley.  Requiescat in pace.


FUNERAL NOTICES


BURKE—Friends are respectfully informed that the funeral of the late Mr George Francis Burke will move from St Joseph’s Church on Saturday (This Day), at 11 am, arriving at Cornelian Bay Cemetery at 11.20.


PIERCE J. KEATING, Funeral Director








