SAPPER JACK BUNCH

3571 – 1st Tunnelling Company

John Joseph (Jack) Bunch was born in Surrey Hills, Sydney, New South Wales, about 1880, the son of Patrick & Bridget Bunch.

Jack married Charlotte Matilda Toms in 1900 in Sydney, the couple having three children.

Jack Bunch completed an application to join the Australian Imperial Force on 28 February 1916 and a medical examination on the same day found him to be ‘fit for active service’.  The examination recorded that he was 5ft 6in tall and weighed 140lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, blue eyes, black hair and tattooing on both forearms.  No previous illnesses were recorded.

Jack signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 1 March 1916, stating that he was 36 years and one month of age and a carpenter by trade.  He named his wife Charlotte as his Next of Kin and gave her address as Leigh Street, Redfern, an inner suburb of Sydney.  He allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

Jack also signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 1 March at the Royal Agricultural Society Showgrounds in Sydney.  He was stationed with the Depot Battalion at Bathurst from 1 to 15 March when he was transferred to the 4th Tunnelling Coy, Australian Mining Corps.

He was appointed to the No. 4 Tunnelling Corps on 1 May 1916 at Roseberry Park, Sydney, and on 22 May embarked on board HMAT A69 Warilda with 371 members of the No.4 Company.

Warilda stopped at Port Melbourne and embarked a further 375 Tunnellers of No.5 Company, departing there on 25 May, and arrived at Fremantle on 2 June where No.6 Company, also with 371 men, embarked before Warilda sailed for Europe on 3 June.

Warilda voyaged via Durban; Capetown and St Vincent, arriving at Plymouth, England, on 18 July.  The Tunnellers arrived at Tidworth the next day and underwent further training.

362 Officers and men of the three Tunnelling Companies, enjoyed four days leave in England from 21 August.  

Jack, along with most of the Tunnellers, departed Tidworth on 29 August and proceeded overseas to France on the same day, marching into the 2nd Australian Division Base Depot, Boulogne on 30 August.  A number of the Tunnellers had had to remain in England to complete their recovery from a measles epidemic which had occurred in the Tidworth Camp.

The 4th, 5th and 6th Tunnelling Companies were absorbed into the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Companies, respectively, which were already established along the Western Front. 

Jack was taken on strength of 1st Australian Tunnelling Company on 30 September 1916.

On 21 December 1916 Jack accidentally suffered a serious spinal injury in the vicinity of the trenches when on duty.  He was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance and was then treated at the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where his spinal injury was deemed to be ‘of a serious nature and will probably interfere with efficiency as soldier.’  He was transferred to the 13th General Hospital on 23 December.

Jack embarked from Boulogne for England 22 January 1917 on H.S. Dieppe, listed as having spinal concussion.  He was admitted to the 3rd Australian General Hospital, London, on the same day with severe paraplegia.  

Charlotte was advised in early February that Jack was in hospital with paraplegia.  On 21 February she received advice that his condition was improving and by 7 March she had learned that he was convalescent.

After five months of treatment, Jack was transferred to the No.2 Com. Depot at Weymouth on 5 May 1917.  On 14 May he was transferred to the No.1 Com. Depot at Perham Downs, where he was reclassified as medically unfit.     

Jack returned to Australia on HMAT A29 Suevic for discharge due to spinal concussion, the ship leaving London on 27 September 1917.  Charlotte was advised on 2 November of his returning.  Jack disembarked in Melbourne on 18 November 1917 and travelled overland to Sydney, arriving there on 19 November.

3517 Sapper Jack Bunch was discharged from the A.I.F. in the 2nd Military District (New South Wales) on 19 December 1917, entitled to wear the British War Medal (46371) and the Victory Medal (45300).

In May 1918, Jack’s military records were amended to show that the Court Martial in June 1916 on board Warilda at which he had been tried, found guilty and sentenced to 14 days Field Punishment No.2, had been ‘improperly constituted, same were quashed but action had not been taken in all the cases to relieve the soldiers from the consequence of their trial.’  

In March 1933, the military documents of Jack Bunch were forwarded to the Department of Repatriation, Sydney.

Jack Bunch died at Newtown, Sydney on 22 November 1937.


Charlotte Matilda Bunch, daughter of Edmund and Charlotte Toms, died at Kogarah in 1945.
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FUNERALS


BUNCH—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs C.M. BUNCH, Mr and Mrs J.J. BUNCH, jun., and FAMILY, Mr and Mrs F. DICKSON and FAMILY, and Miss E. BUNCH are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved HUSBAND and their FATHER and GRANDFATHER John Joseph Bunch; to leave the Private Chapel of Motor Funerals Limited, 30 City Road, city, THIS AFTERNOON AT 2 O’CLOCK, for the Crematorium, Rookwood.


MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED


Tele., M62777                      30 City Road, City











