SAPPER CLARENCE PATTERSON BULMER

5289 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Clarence Patterson Bulmer was born in the City of Leeds, Yorkshire, England about 1881 the son of Henry and Isabella (formerly Patterson) Bulmer.  He said he had been apprenticed to S & H in Leeds glass cutting for 5 years.  In 1901 the family was living at Alexander Road, Leeds and consisted of Henry (58), Isabella (56), Clarence (20) and Maggie (19).  His father was an out-of-work Pattern Maker and Clarence was a groom.   

In 1907 he signed a contract to come to North Queensland and work on the sugar plantations.  The pay offered was 22/6 per week.  At 25 years of age he departed London on board the Orient Line R.M.S. Ormuz and arrived in Queensland on August 29, 1907.  

The Sydney Morning Herald on August 20, 1907 reported this news item about its passengers who were mainly young men coming to work as agricultural labourers:
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In 1913 he was working as a labourer at Hambleton Junction in the Cairns district. 
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The following was reported in the Cairns Post on Wednesday May 27, 1914:

At a Recruiting Meeting in Innisfail, Queensland on February 19, 1916, he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars give his postal address as Post Office, South Johnstone, Qld and the thirty-five year old unmarried labourer stood 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins).  The recruiting Sergeant accepted his application as fit for active service.

He presented this application to the Recruiting Depot in Townsville, Qld on February 25, 1916 and underwent another medical examination.  The medical officer concurred the decision as fit and forms of Attestation were completed.  Further information shows he weighed 54kgs (119lbs) with a fresh complexion had good vision in his blue eyes and dark hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin was his sister Mrs Margaret Lees of 61 Alexander Road, Leeds, Yorkshire, England.  He took and signed the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the next day.

Names of the departing volunteers were acknowledged in the Townsville Daily Bulletin Monday on February 28, 1916:

Private Bulmer began his basic training at Enoggera Camp, Brisbane on March 1, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until April 28, 1916.  A transfer to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) followed and on June 22 he signed a Statutory Declaration requesting his occupation to be recorded as a miner.  On June 29 he was transferred to the Miners’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria and joined the September, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5289.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper Bulmer was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916.  They marched into the Aust Details No. 3 camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

He was brought before the Captain on December 28, 1916 for the following:



Offence:
Perham Downs 26/12/16 absent without leave from 2400 hrs till 1900 hrs





27/12/16



Award:

Admonished by Captain G.C. Neech



Forfeits:
1 days pay under R.W.

On April 4, 1917 he marched out to No. 1 Command Depot and six days later left for Camp Headquarters then to the Drafting Depot.

He departed on May 9, 1917 from Folkstone for France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot.  On May 17 he went to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper Bulmer was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on June 12, 1917 in the field and taken on strength three days later.

He was admitted on September 26, 1917 to the 26th Field Ambulance then to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station with Dental Caries and two days later was sent to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arqnes rejoining his Unit on October 4, 1917. 

The following misconduct was committed in the field:



Offence:
In the field 20/11/17 Overstaying leave from 20/11/17 to 24/11/17 (5 days)



Award:

Forfeits 14 days pay by O.C. Aust 3rd Tun Coy 26/11/17


Total forfeiture:
19 days pay.

The next day November 27 he was admitted to the 34th Field Ambulance with D.A.H. [disordered action of heart] and nervous exhaustion.  Three days later he entered the 22nd General Hospital in Camiers and conveyed on December 5, 1917 to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick.  He entered Fusehill War Hospital at Carlisle with D.A.H. remaining for thirty-one days to January 4, 1918 and his condition was noted as ‘gastric disturbance’.  

At the London A.A.G. (Asst Adjutant General) an Inventory of his Kit was taken and these items were issued on release from hospital:


Towel, two Collar Badges and two Australia Titles.

Was discharged to furlough and he reported to No. 1 Command Depot on January 18, 1918.  Another Kit Inspection took place on January 21 and these articles were issued on discharge from hospital after overseas service:

Universal Kit Bag, Boots, Drawers, Fork, Knife & Spoon, Shirt & Singlet, two pairs Socks, Towel, two Belts, Jacket & Breeches, Comforter Cap and Mackintosh cape, two Identity Discs & Lanyard.

The next day he left Headquarters, London for No. 1 C.D. at Sutton Veny.  He appeared before a medical board on January 25 and his Statement of Case reads:



Age:

Last birthday 39 years



Disability:
Debility


Date of debility:
October, 1917


Origin of debility:
Near Lens, France


Essential facts:
Was in a dugout that was blown in which affected him adversely.





Has been unable to carry on with his work.  Was evacuated from Unit





marked D.A.H. on November 26, 1917 to No. 23 G.H. Calais and then to





Fusehill War Hospital, Carlisle.  Was discharged on 4.1.18


Cause of disability:
Active service


Service caused:
Strain; concussion.


Present condition:
Patient is pale and thin and somewhat shaky. On examination heart was





beating regularly and evenly, not dilated and no ?





Lungs: Increased V.R. at apex anteriorly; L apex posteriorly and both cases





no adventitial.  States he suffers with palpitations.


Recommendation:
Discharge as permanently unfit. Change to Australia.  


Classification:

C3 debility.

On February 9 he went to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  A week later he was declared unfit for general service and home service and return to Australia approved.  

A Kit Inspection was taken at Littlemoor camp on February 12, 1918 and was issued with a Sea Kit Bag two days later.

On March 4, 1918 at Littlemoor camp these items were withdrawn from his Kit:



Boots, Jacket & Breeches & Mackintosh cape.

He transferred on March 12, 1918 from Weymouth to Plymouth and boarded the ship Dunvegan Castle which departed the port the following day for the voyage to Australia.  His berth was a hammock. 

The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company mentions his embarkation:

The voyage terminated at Durban, South Africa and on April 23, 1918 he re-embarked on the H.T. Field Marshal to complete the journey home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on May 22, 1918 and then travelled overland to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.)

He entered the 6th General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on May 24 and remained a patient there until May 30, 1918.  Their medical board noted the hospital report of ‘irregular tachycardia [rapid heart rate] and Dyspnoea [breathless on exertion]’ and recommended discharge on May 30, 1918.  He was sent to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers.

Military Discharge due to medical unfitness was issued in Brisbane on June 25, 1918 and he was granted a pension commencing the next day to the sum of $3 (£1/10/-) per fortnight from June 26, 1918 to be collected from the Cairns Post Office.

Clarence P. Bulmer passed away in the Cairns Hospital on January 15, 1919 aged 38 years his death caused by acute Hepatitis.  The following Obituary was published in the newspaper:


He was interred in the Martyn Street Cemetery, Cairns and a further article concludes his life:


A copy of his Will was sent to the AA.G. (1st M.D.) on March 7, 1919.

Mrs M. Lees wrote from 61 Alexander Street, Leeds, England on June 14, 1920 having been advised of the death of her brother and put forward her claim as next-of-kin for his War Gratuity.  She said he had a copy of a Will in his pay book and she was his only sister and next-of-kin. 

On August 4, 1920 Base Records replied to Mrs Margaret Lees wrote regarding the distribution of his War Gratuity, personal effects and his Will, advising her the enquires had been made into the matter. 

The letter from his sister Mrs Margaret Lees was attached to a memo for Base Records dated August 11, 1920 and also the reply from the Cairns Hospital regarding his admittance and death in the hospital.

The Public Curator wrote to the S.O. I.R. & S., Brisbane informing them they had received information from the Cairns Hospital stating that no personal effects of the deceased were left there.

On November 5, 1920 a memorandum to Base Records attached a copy of the letter sent from the Public Curator, Brisbane in case inquiries were received regarding his personal effects.

The Officer from S.O.I.R. & S. wrote to Base Records on November 5, 1920 with the news that Sapper Bulmer had passed away in Cairns on January 16, 1919.

The British War Medal (48842) and the Victory Medal (48242) were issued to Sapper 5289 Clarence Patterson Bulmer, 3rd Tunnelling Company.  The Victory Medal was inscribed and distributed from Australia House, London.

The location of his grave is in the Cairns Cemetery, Martyn Street in the monumental west side section row 1, plot 297.


His name is commemorated in the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane on Wall 2 Row H.
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CAIRNS SUMMONS COURT


Before Mr P.G. Grant, P.M. in the Cairns Summons Court on Tuesday George Dumnett pleaded guilty to being unlawfully on licensed premises, and was fined £1 and 3/6 costs.  Harry Crotty and Clarence Bulmer, for a like offence, failed to answer their namer, and the cases were heard ex-parte.  They were each fined £1/10/-, and 3/6 costs.





NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


By the Cooma on Saturday twelve volunteers left for Townsville for the Enoggera camp, the names and districts of the volunteers being under:


Townsville:  Donald Frederick Booth, Robert Murphy.


Ayr: Joseph Thomas Lewis, Edward Lawrence Thompson.


Cooktown: Emile John Marson, Robert Allcroft McIntyre.


Ingham: Arthur Henry Rankin, Harold Tilley.


Innisfail: Clarence Patterson Bulmer, Brian Fitzgerald, Edward Christopher Hargan.


Port Douglas: Joseph Perry.





On 13.4.18, the following embarked for Australia:-


	3465a  Spr Coupar, G.T.		6935  Spr  Keogh, J.


	7669      “   Griffiths, W.		5289    “    Bulmer, C.P.





Cairns Post Thursday January 16, 1919


RETURNED SOLDIERS’ DEATH


Effects of Gas Poisoning


We deeply regret to record the death of Sapper Clarence Patterson Bulmer, a returned soldier, which sad event took place at the Cairns District Hospital at 1.30 p.m. on Wednesday.





The late Clarence Bulmer was an Englishman, and his relatives reside at Leeds.  He enlisted at Townsville in February, 1916, and was allotted to the 3rd Tunnellers.  He was severely gassed and returned to Australia last year.  He was employed for some time on a farm at Edmonton, and suffered frequently from the effects of the gas poisoning.  He was admitted to Cairns District Hospital on Friday last, and passed away as stated on Wednesday.  His age was 38 years.





Returned soldiers are requested to attend in uniform at the funeral, which will move from St. Monica’s Church at 2 p.m. for the new cemetery.








Cairns Post Friday January 17, 1919


FUNERAL OF SAPPER BULMER


The mortal remains of Sapper Clarence Patterson Bulmer, late of the 3rd Tunnelling Battalion, A.I.F., who died at the Cairns District Hospital, on Wednesday, through the after-effects of gas-poisoning, were born to their last resting place at the new cemetery on Friday afternoon.  Sapper Bulmer had, as far as is known, no relatives in Australia, and returned soldiers assembled in strength as a last token of respect to their dead comrade’s memory.  A short service was conducted at St. Monica’s by Father Guinan prior to the cortege moving off.  Among the mourners was a party from Joyce’s Hotel, where Sapper Bulmer stayed.  Father Guinan officiated at the graveside.  The pall bearers, all returned soldiers, were Messrs Meldrum, Watters, Mahony, Brown, Brett and Lewis.  Friends who gathered at the graveside recalled incidents with his last illness.  He had passed away quietly, fortified with the last rites of the Church.  Just before he died, he seemed to have imagined that he was back on the battlefield.  He spoke of the cruelty of the German officers, and breathed his last, singing “When the Boys Come Marching Home.”





IMMIGRANTS FOR QUEENSLAND 


The Omruz, which arrived from London today, had on board 193 field workers bound for Queensland to work in the sugar-fields.  This makes altogether a total of 750 sent. 
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His Service Number 5289 was incorrectly inscribed as 5829 on both his grave and the commemorative plaque.

















