SAPPER NICHOLAS BROWN
3557 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Charters Towers, Queensland was the birthplace of Nicholas Brown on January 9, 1893 the son of Thomas Kirk Brown and his wife Ellen.  His occupation was a boilermaker’s labourer.  
At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW on January 9, 1916 the single twenty-three year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.   Personal particulars taken show he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest measurement of 82-92cms (32-36ins) and his current address was Barton Street, Kingston Avenue, Mortlake, Sydney.  He was declared fit and the Recruiting Officer accepted his application.
Attestation forms were completed on January 15, 1916 and he was sworn in at Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW.   Further information reveals he weighed 62.7kgs (138lbs), had a fresh complexion with grey eyes, which tested to good vision, and brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  He was proficient with a gun having been a member of a Rifle Club.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Ellen Brown, of Barton Street, Kingston Avenue, Mortlake, Sydney.  
Basic training commenced with ‘C Coy’ Depot Battalion at Casula camp until February 2 when ‘C Coy’ moved to train with the 20th Battalion Reinforcements.  On March 15, 1916 he was sent to join the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.
Early in May, 1916 recruits from the Queensland No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3557 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  
The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.  They marched into the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs the following day.
On August 30, 1916 he was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after 133 days of curative care returned to Perham Down’s camp on January 9, 1917.
The men proceeded overseas to France from Folkstone on board S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot on January 29, 1917.  On February 8 he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  Was taken on strength with the Entrenching Battalion until March 21, 1917 when he was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.
Shortly after on April 28, 1917 he went sick to hospital and after an overnight stay rejoined his unit the following day. He spent the day in hospital on May 7 but returned to duty later that day.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:


   Offence:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] 21/6/17 conduct prejudicial to





to good order and military discipline.


   Award:

Forfeits 3 days pay.
Service continued and after twelve months he was entitled to wear Blue Chevrons on this uniform.
On February 24, 1918 he was wounded in action from a gas shell and taken to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance suffering burns from the gas and transferred to the Divisional Rest Station.
Entries from the 1st Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary for the period states:
 From the Rest Station went to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station on February 27 then moved to the 2nd C.C.S. and conveyed on A.T. 17 to the 54th General Hospital at Marville.
He left for England on the hospital ship Grantilly Castle on March 6, 1918 and entered the Brook War Hospital in Woolwich with wounds to the effect from Gas shell (severe).  The same day his mother was advised by Base Records her son had been reported wounded – the effects of gas and his postal address.
On March 27 her advice from Records stated he had been reported progressing favourably and three days later notified he was convalescent.  
A transfer on March 22 to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford followed then was released to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on March 28.
He entered the Brigade Hospital suffering Pleurisy on April 1 and went back to duties at Hurdcott a week later.  
On April 9 Mrs Brown was informed her son had been admitted to Brook War Hospital, England on 6.3.18, gassed, severe.  Noting, you have since been advised he is convalescent.
Returned to the 1st A.D.H. at Bulford on May 4 for further treatment lasting 39 days for a social disease and was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on June 11.  Left Parkhouse on June 25 and went sick to the Brigade hospital at Hurdcott with the flu and returned to the Command Depot on July 4. 
He marched out to Deverill entering the Overseas Training Brigade on August 6, 1918.  Two days before he proceeded overseas from Southampton to France on August 30 he was disciplined for the following:


Crime:

Sandhill A.W.L. from 00.01 hrs 23/8/18 to 23.15 hrs 23/8/18


Award:

Forfeits two days pay by Major Devonshire

       Total forfeiture:
3 days pay.
Arrived in Rouelles at the A.G.B.D. on August 31 and left for his unit on September 3 rejoining two days later.  
On September 27, 1918 he was wounded in action for the 2nd occasion suffering a gunshot wound to his left shoulder and admitted the next day to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen.  
He embarked for England on the H.S. Grantilly Castle on October 7, 1918 and admitted to the 2nd Southern General Hospital in Bristol.  He was still hospitalised when news was announced that Armistice has been declared.
A letter went to Mrs Brown from Base Records dated November 6, 1919 advising her son had been transferred on October 8 to the 2nd Southern General Hospital, Bristol, England, suffering a gunshot wound left shoulder – severe. 
Further standard letter advice to Mrs Brown from Base Records dated November 9, 1918 stated that her son had been admitted to Hospital, France suffering from a gunshot wound, left shoulder and his actual condition had not been stated.  His postal address was also given.  On November 15 she received the latest report he was progressing favourably.
On November 27, 1918 he was transferred to Dartford and the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital and two days later discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
The H.S. Argyllshire departed London for the voyage to Australia on December 9, 1918 with Sapper Brown an invalid on board returning for discharge as medically unfit.  
Information from Base Records dated January 9, 1919 begged to advise Mrs Brown that her son was convalescent.  Less than a week later on January 13, 1919 she was advised again that his return was imminent.
 The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on February 1, 1919 and he continued to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) arriving on February 14, 1919, medical reasons given for the delay.
In 1919 he married Kathleen Ann Martin in Sydney, NSW and the marriage was registered in Burrowa, NSW.
On March 3, 1920 now twenty-seven years of age he appeared before a medical board at the 4th Aust General Hospital and his statement of case reads:


Disability:
Gunshot wound left shoulder
Date & Place of Disability:
27.9.18 Bonnais

Casualty Place:
Rouen 1st A.G.H.
Essential Facts:
Shell splinter.  Sutured post scapular region. Still compound fracture scapula. Supia spinales involved. 28.9.18 operated on for removal of bone

Splinters.  Also [operated on] 14.10.18.
Disability due to:
Military service
Present condition:
Limitation of rotation, cannot fully abduct arm. Shoulder joint arthritic.
Injury caused by:
Active service.
Operations:
Yes, two for removal of bone.
Recommendation:
Discharge unfit for general service.
Caused by:
Military Service
Degree of Disability:
Yes.
       General Labour Market:
50% for six months.
A year after he returned Military Discharge was granted on April 23, 1920 in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) due to medical unfitness.
His address around 1922 was given to Base Records as Post Office Daylesford, Vic. and the letter sent by their office was returned unclaimed in July 1923.
Sapper 3557 Nicholas Brown, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (46368) and the Victory Medal (45297) for his active service abroad for his country.  
These were to be dispatched care of Mrs P. Brown on June 23, 1923.  On July 10, 1923 a letter from Base Records addressed to his residence at Major Bay Road, Concord, Sydney acknowledged receipt of his application on June 27, 1923 and informed him that his medals had been sent to the District Office, Victoria Barracks, Sydney for disposal.  
From 1930 until 1941 his residence was 67 Major Bay Road, Concord, Sydney, NSW and worked as an ironmonger’s assistant.
Nicholas Brown and his wife Kathleen died as a result of an accident on June 22, 1941.  He was aged 48 years.  Notices and arrangements appeared in Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday June 24, 1941:

The location of his grave is in the Anglican portion zone D of Rookwood Cemetery, within section 13 in grave no. 694.
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Dranoutre Feb 22 Shelling very constant along ridges at Zonnebeke.  Gas doors completed             


		     throughout Anzac today. 


	     Feb 23  No carrying party at Zonnebeke could only work 8 out of 24 hours shelling also


		      Interfering with work


	     Feb 24 No work at Cemetery N today, there being no fatigue party.  Trench in 


		      Broodsneide Crater in quick sand. Stopped.





DEATHS


BROWN, June 22, 1941, (result of accident), Nicholas beloved husband of Kathleen Brown, loved father of Ralph and dear son of Mrs Ellen Brown and fond brother of Mid, Tom, Randall, Ralph and Hardy. Aged 48 years.


BROWN, June 22, 1941, (result of accident) Kathleen beloved wife of Nicholas Brown and loved mother of Ralph and dear daughter of Mrs Martin.





FUNERALS


BROWN—The Relatives and Friends of NICHOLAS and KATHLEEN BROWN, of 67 Major Bay Road, Concord, are invited to attend their Funerals to leave our Chapel, Railway Parade, Burwood, THIS TUESDAY, at 2.30 p.m. for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WOOD COFFILL LIMITED


Sydney and Suburbs





BROWN—LOYAL HAND OF FRIENDSHIP M.U.I.O.O.F. No. 113—Officers and members of the above Lodge are invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Bro. NICHOLAS BROWN, P.G. and of his Wife, Sister Kathleen BROWN, P.G.  For particulars see family notice.


R.H. JACKMAN, N.G.    H.J. JACKMAN, Sec.





BROWN—MASONIC—The Officers and Brethren of LODGE CABARITA No. 548 U.G.L. N.S.W., are requested to attend the Funeral of their late Brother, Wor. Bro. NICHOLAS BROWN.  For particulars see Family Notice.  Regalia at grave.


							K. BALL, W.M.


							C.K. BISSAKER, Secretary








