SERGEANT ALBERT ALEXANDER BROOKS DCM
941 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / 15th Field Company Engineers
Albert Alexander Brooks was born in Launceston, Tasmania of 18 September, 1885 the son of John James (saddler) and Margaret Isabel (nee Scott) Brooks.  Military experience was gained from eleven years with the Tasmanian Rangers.  He married on 18 September, 1907 at Zeehan to Emily Kezie Rose Quince.  They returned to Launceston and were residing at 54 Balfour Street, Launceston in 1914.
At the recruiting depot in Launceston on 24 August, 1915 the married twenty-nine-year-old striker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Attestation forms were completed on 1 September, 1915 at Claremont camp (6th Military District) and describe him as 176cms (5ft 9¾ins) tall, weighing 91kgs (202lbs) with a chest measurement of 100-102cms (39½-42½ins) and had a medium complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were two scars on his shin.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Rose Brooks of 132 Alice Place, Launceston and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the following day.
A presentation was made to him from fellow workers at the railway blacksmith shop and reported in the:
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Basic training commenced as a Sapper until 16 December being allotted to No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps then appointed to provisional corporal on 29 December, 1915.  The Tasmanian members were sent to join other volunteers from across the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for training as a Corps.  On 4 February, 1916 was promoted to Sergeant with the regimental number 941.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
His service card is missing making details scant.
Sergeant was wounded accidentally on 3 September, 1916 and re-joined his unit on 23 November, 1916.
Base Records advised his wife on 2 October, 1916 and his name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 18 December, 1916.
On 14 April, 1917 Sergeant Brooks was transferred to the 5th Aust. Field Company Engineers.

Went sick on 29 November, 1917 and admitted to the 39th General Hospital on 5 December with a social disease and after 61 days curative care was discharged to duty on 3 February, 1918 and re-joined his unit on April 17.
On 8 September, 1918 Sergeant was recommended for a Distinguished Conduct Medal with the citation as follows:
Recommendation for Distinguished Conduct Medal 8/9/18 Divisional Engineers, 5th Australian Division, Australian Corps.

15th Field Company AE 941 Sergeant Albert Alexander BROOKS

For gallantry and devotion to duty.  On successive days August 30th, 31st Sept, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th, this senior N.C.O., during all the operations in the neighbourhood of PERONNE, has been in charge of a Section of Sapper, the Officer being away on leave.

On night August 30th/31st, he gave assistance in construction of footbridges over SOMME Valley. 

On September 1st, he completed stretcher track over the demolished wooden road bridge at entrance to PERONNE, and also put parties on footbridges over the railway bridges into FLAMICOURT, then in enemy hands and supervised them.  He has displayed great initiative, coolness, and perseverance, in the control of his men, when without an Officer; and throughout all conditions of fire, set a magnificent example to his men.










G. Martin Lieut.-Col. A.E.










  C.R.E. 5th Australian Division.

His service continued without further illness or injury and was with his unit when Peace was declared.
Orders were received to return to England disembarking at Southampton on 7 January, 1919 to the E.S.O.  and then to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and classed with B class debility.
Sergeant Brooks embarked for Australia on 9 February, 1919, due to varicose veins in the left leg, on the H.T. Ascanius.  Base records advised his wife on 26 February, 1919 that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 25 March, 1919.

The Tasmanians returned to their State and went into quarantine at Barnes Bay.  News of their arrival was published in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 25 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
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The Distinguished Conduct Medal was forwarded to the Commandant 6th Military District on 6 June, 1919 for distribution to the soldier.  News of presentation of his award was announced in the:


Base Records forwarded to his wife in Launceston on 28 July, 1919 copy of the extract from the Sixth supplement No. 31186 dated 18 February, 1919 relating to conspicuous services rendered as a member of the Aust Imperial Force.
AWARDED DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of Distinguished Conduct Medal to the undermentioned for gallantry and distinguished service in the field.  The acts of gallantry for which the decoration has been

Awarded will be announced in the London Gazette as soon as practicable.
No. 941 Sergeant A.A. Brooks

Records also advised that the above was promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 75 dated 17 June, 1919.

Base Records advised his wife on 22 April, 1920 with the Second Supplement No. 31728, to the London Gazette dated 10 January, 1920 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by the member of the Australian Imperial Force:

AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

“With reference to the announcement of the above award, which appeared in the London Gazette of the 18th February, 1919 the following is the act of gallantry for which the decoration was made:
No. 941 Sergeant A.A. Brooks, D.C.M.

For conspicuous gallantry and cool perseverance near Peronne, 30th August to 5th September, 118.  He rendered valuable assistance in the construction of foot-bridges over the Somme Valley.  He also completed a stretcher track at the entrance to Peronne, and later maintained parties on the railway bridges at Flamicourt, then in the hands of the enemy.

The above was promulgated in Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No.35, dated 15th April, 1920.
Further publication of his award with citation appeared in the:

To wear with his Distinguished Conduct Medal, Sergeant 941 Albert Alexander Brooks, 3rd Tunnelling Company and 5th Field Company Engineers was issued with the British War Medal (3331) and the Victory Medal (3330) for serving his country.  He collected the Victory Medal in Launceston (no date given when receipting).

In 1922 the couple were still residing at 132 Alice Place, Launceston West with his occupation as a blacksmith.

By 1928 they had moved to 4 Howard Street, Invermay with the same occupation.

He assisted his neighbour in 1932 and the following was reported in the:


From the Police Court proceedings the following was published in the:

They remained at 4 Howard Street, Invermay and occupation was blacksmith.

Albert Alexander Brooks passed away on 12 November, 1950 aged 65 years in the General Hospital, Launceston.  Family announcements were placed in the:


A small obituary appeared in the:

Cremation took place at the Carr Villa Crematorium and has a plaque on the Western Wall 53 at site A.                                


The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 4 December, 1950.

His service is commemorated in the Garden of Remembrance at Carr Villa Cemetery on Wall 6 Row B.


Examiner (Launceston) Saturday August 25, 1915:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – ENLISTMENT AT LAUNCESTON


Of the 18 men who offered themselves at Launceston yesterday afternoon six only were rejected.  Those pronounced medically fit were A.A. Brooks.						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday September 4, 1915:


RECRUITING IN LAUNCESTON


On Monday night the railway employees of the smiths’ shop met for the purpose of presenting one of their comrades, A.A. Brooks, who has enlisted, with a wristlet watch.  The presentation was made by Mr J.E. Waters, and the recipient suitable replied.
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Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday October 10, 1916:


TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


The list includes the following Tasmanian casualties:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


Sergt. A.A. Brooks, Launceston							Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday April 3, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED – MEN FROM THE ASCANIUS


As is usual in the northern city, the two batches of soldiers which arrived from Hobart yesterday by the mail and express trains were tendered a warm welcome.  They were the men who had arrived by the transport Ascanius a week previously and undergone quarantine at Barnes Bay.  Upon their arrival at Launceston yesterday they were greeted by representatives of patriotic organisations and after being conveyed through the streets in motor cars and bestowed with gifts of fruit, cigarettes, etc. they were released and allowed to proceed to their homes.  The streets were gaily bedecked and the welcome generally was of the usual enthusiastic character, the Reception Band adding materially to the success at the reception.  Following are the names of the northern men:


Sergt. A.A. Brooks, 15th F.C.E., Launceston.						Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Friday July 25, 1919:


HONORS WON ON THE FIELD – THE LAUNCESTON PRESENTATION


The following military decorations will be presented by His Excellency the Governor (Sir Francis Newdegate) at the handing-over parade of senior cadets at Launceston on Saturday afternoon:


DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL


Sergt. A.A. Brooks									Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday April 23, 1920:


MILITARY HONORS


It is notified in Military orders that the Distinguished Conduct Medal has been awarded to the following Tasmanian soldiers of the A.I.F.: Sergeant A.A. Brooks, for conspicuous gallantry and cool perseverance near Peronne, August 30 to September 5, 1918.  He rendered valuable assistance in the construction of foot bridges over the Somme Valley.  He also completed a stretcher track at the entrance to Peronne, and later maintained parties on the railway bridges at Flamicourt, then in the hands of the enemy.    





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday June 1932:


BITUMEN IN GARDEN – WHAT DIGGING DISCLOSED


Mr W.H. Nossiter, of 10 Queen Street, Invermay, Launceston, had an un usual experience while digging in his garden yesterday morning.  He was trenching deeply when the spade struck a hard obstacle, and investigations disclosed a tin of bitumen in the soil.  With the aid of Mr A.A. Brooks, of 10 (4) Howard Street, Invermay, excavations were made, and the bitumen brought to the surface.


It is surmised that the bitumen was stolen at least two years ago, and buried in the garden.  Mr Nossiter became a tenant in the house a few months ago.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday November 18, 1933:


MADE FALSE DOCUMENT – OFFENDER FINED £10 AT LAUNCESTON


LAUNCESTON.  Friday—A reserved judgement was given in the Launceston Police Court to-day in the case in which Albert Alexander Brooks was charged with having presented to the Deputy Commissioner of Repatriation a document which was false, in which he stated, when applying for a war pension, that he was not receiving any other renumeration, whereas he had been employed for about [blurred] years.  


The defendant was represented by Mr Tas. Shields, and Mr V.C. Hall prosecuted.


The defendant was convicted.


Mr Hall said the Repatriation Department did not ask for a refund of the amount received by Brooks.  The offence was a serious one, however, and he had been instructed to apply for the maximum penalty--£50.


A fine of £10, with 8/6 costs, was imposed and counsel’s fee of £4/4/ was allowed.


        





Examiner (Launceston) Monday November 13, 1950:


DEATHS


BROOKS—On November 12, 1950, at the Launceston General Hospital, Albert Alexander, beloved husband of Rose Emily Brooks, of 4 Howard St, Invermay, and loved father of Bert and Meg (Mrs G. Foster), loved grandfather of Rosemary, Christine and Geoffrey.  Aged 65 years.  Late 5th Engineers, 1st A.I.F.


FUNERALS


BROOKS—The funeral of the late Mr Albert Alexander Brooks is appointed to leave the funeral chapel, 16 Brisbane St., on Tuesday afternoon at 3.30 p.m. for the Carr Villa Crematorium Chapel.  Friends are invited to attend.


CREMATIONS


BROOKS—the funeral of the late Albert Alexander Brooks is appointed to leave the funeral chapel, 16 Brisbane St., on Tuesday (Tomorrow), at 3.30 p.m.    for the Carr Villa Crematorium Chapel.  Friends are invited to attend.


C.T. FINNEY & SONS A.F.D.A.





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday November 14, 1950:


FUNERALS


BROOKS—Members of the Launceston Sub-Branch R.S.S.A.I.L.A. are invited to attend the funeral of the late Albert A. Brooks, D.C.M., late 15th Field Coy., England, which is appointed to leave the funeral parlours, at 3.30 p.m. this day (Tuesday), for Carr Villa Crematorium.  Friends are invited to attend.


C.T. FINNEY & SONS A.F.D.A.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday November 18, 1950:


OBITUARIES – MR A.A. BROOKS


THE funeral of Mr Albert Alexander Brooks, 4 Howard St., who died at Launceston on Monday, took place on Tuesday afternoon at the Carr Villa Crematorium, and was attended by many relatives and friends.


The services at the funeral chapel and the crematorium chapel were conducted by the Rev. G.T. Goldsmith, Invermay Methodist Church.


The chief mourners were Mrs Brooks (widow), Mr Bert Brooks (son), Mr and Mrs G. Foster (son-in-law and daughter), and Mr W. Brooks (brother).


Funeral arrangements were by C.T. Finney and Sons.





Photos of plaques sourced from 
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Mrs Rose Brooks died on 2 June, 1977 aged 86 years and cremated with ashes placed in rose garden 23 at site B26.





His plaque in Tasmanian Garden of Remembrance, Hobart, Tas


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Tasmanian Government Railways Roll of Honour, 


State Library, Hobart


Photo from Monument Australia submitted by Arthur Garland





He is also commemorated on the Tasmanian Government Railways Roll of Honour.
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