BROADHURST BROTHERS

(Herbert Henry, Percy & Harold Oak)

SERGEANT HERBERT HENRY BROADHURST

54 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Swamp Oak, Tamworth, NSW was the birthplace of Herbert Henry Broadhurst in 1891 the son of William and Susan (formerly Benfield) Broadhurst.  In 1915 he was an Insurance Agent in Rockhampton, Qld.

At the Central Queensland Central Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Qld the twenty three year old applied to enlist for active service abroad on August 20, 1915.  Passing the medical examination the same day personal information taken shows he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 76.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith and his mother Mrs Susan Broadhurst of Brisbane Road, Gympie, Qld was nominated as next-of-kin.  He was sworn in the same day.
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Acknowledgement to the volunteers appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Monday August 30, 1915:

He was assigned to the 301st Motor Transport, Aust Service Corps in the 3rd and 21st Sections of the 17th D.A. Park, A.I.F. as a Cleaner.  

The following Offences were listed on his Conduct Sheet but marked not proven on October 30, 1915:



Rifle Range Camp
29/10/15

(1) Absent from camp without leave
Witness Lieut Mathewson

(2) Using obscene language

Witness Lieut E.S. Tipping

(3) Insubordination


Witness Lieut H. Palmer

(4) Disobeying an order

Witness Sapper Fultcher 


Two days later on November 1, 1915 he was discharged due to the Unit being disbanded.  A cover letter enclosing his Attestation Forms was forwarded from the Concentration Camp, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld on November 3 to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, Headquarters, 1st Military District.

At the Enlisting Office at Enoggera camp on November 11, 1915 he re-applied to enlist and passed another medical exam.  Personal particulars show a more muscular man with his weight at 77.2kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of (39-42ins).  Complexion, eyes and hair were all listed as dark.  All other information remained the same.  The ‘Oath of Allegiance’ was signed and taken that day.

He went to the Miners’ Depot at Enoggera camp and sent to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW.  He was assigned to the No. 1 Company, Mining Corps with the regimental number 54 in the rank of Sapper.

Promoted to Lance Corporal as per Routine Orders No. 16 on December 31, 1915 and on New Year’s Day, 1916 advanced to the rank of Corporal.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

A promotion to the rank of 2nd Corporal was granted on April 18, 1916.

His mother wrote from Kybong, Brisbane Road, via Gympie, Qld a short letter to Base Records dated July 8, 1916 requesting the regimental number of her son who was in the 1st Reinforcements Mining Corps.  Records office replied on July 14 giving her the details she required.

He went sick to the 73rd Field Ambulance on July 11, 1916 in the field and admitted with Pyrexia (Fever) NYD (Not Yet Diagnosed).  The following day Catarrh was given as the cause of illness and two days later was transferred to the No. 14 Stationary Hospital in Wimereux with Bronchitis on July 15 then to the No. 1 Convalescent Depot on July 22 at Boulogne.  

On July 26 he was well enough to return to duties at the 1st Aust Divisional Base Depot in Etaples arriving August 6, 1916.  Six days later he rejoined the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.   

His mother received the following telegram:
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Name appeared in the Casualty List in The Queenslander on Saturday August 19, 1916:
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He was elevated on August 25, 1916 to the rank of Sergeant on his return.

The following misdemeanour was dealt with on December 12, 1916:



Offence:
When on Active Service absent from billet from 8.30 p.m. 

to 9.40 p.m. 4/12/16



Award:  
Reprimanded.

News of his recovery was published in the Casualty Lists in The Queenslander on Saturday December 16, 1916:

He went sick to the 6th London Field Ambulance on December 26, 1916 suffering Myalgia (muscular pain) and returned to his Unit three days later.  The next day he returned to hospital sick and admitted to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station with ‘Influenza of Muscles’ on New Year’s Day, 1917.  Conveyed on A.T.18 to Wimereux, by January 5, 1917 he had entered the 2nd Aust General Hospital with Albuminuria and Influenza of Muscles.  The following day he left on A.T.25 for the 14th General Hospital in Havre but two days later departed for England on the hospital ship Glenart Castle for further treatment.  

He entered the 3rd Aust General Hospital in Brighton on January 11 diagnosed with myalgia (slight)

Released on furlough from February 2 until February 17, 1917 and was to report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Wareham.  

He arrived at Perham Downs’ No. 4 camp on February 13 and left for Wareham a week later but returned to Brighton hospital on February 25, 1917 with Myalgia.  On March 1 the sergeant was transferred to the 3rd Aust General Hospital at Dartford then to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital on March 25 with Rheumatism.

He was discharged to Furlough on April 23 and marched into the No. 1 C.D. at Perham Downs on May 2.  

While there admonishment for the following occurred:



Offence: 
Devonport 7/1/17 

(1) Disorderly conduct in Hore Street

(2) Using obscene language

Award:

Severely reprimanded by Lt-Col Knox.

At No. 1 Command Depot his disability was reclassified to B1A2.

On November 25, 1917 he went sick to the No. 1 Clearing Group Hospital in Sutton Veny with Myalgia and returned to the Brigade Hospital on December 2 and entered the Pioneer Training Battalion three days later for duty.

He was paid in England on May 20, 1918.

Marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on October 1, 1918 and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton arriving at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles on October 28.  He left the Base Depot on November 10, 1918 and arrived back to his unit the day after Armistice was declared.

The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of roads and bridges.

Leave from France was granted to the Sergeant from March 26 to April 9, 1919 and he returned to his unit on April 12.

On May 6, 1919 he returned Base to prepare for his return to England.  The company departed the Aust Base Depot No. 2 on May 15 and crossed the English Channel disembarking at Southampton the next day and marched in to the No. 1 Group camp at Longbridge Deverill to await their transport home.

Sergeant Broadhurst embarked from Southampton dock on July 6, 1919 on board the H.T. Boorara for the voyage to Australia.  His mother was advised by the Dept of Defence on July 29 of his departure.  The ship arrived in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 26, 1919 and he continued to Brisbane, Qld soon after.

Military Discharge was issued on the termination of his period of enlistment in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on October 21, 1919.

The British War Medal (12122) and the Victory Medal (11963) were issued to Sergeant 54 Herbert Henry Broadhurst, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1925 he was a timber-getter at Tandur, Qld

A Statement of his Service was issued to the Repatriation Commission, Brisbane on September 29, 1926.

Herbert H. Broadhurst wrote an undated letter from 138 Crown Street, Darlinghurst to Base Records early in June, 1931 requesting the date and number of routine order in which he had been promoted to Section Sergeant.  According to his recollections it was about August, 1916.  This was referred to Victoria Barracks in Brisbane who replied that the highest rank held by him was Sergeant and that no Section Sergeants paid at 11/6d per day could be found.  His promotion was from 26/8/16.  On June 7, 1931 Base Records replied that their records showed ‘that you were promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 25/8/16, vide D.O. 5/149 of that date.’ 

His name appears in the 1934 Anzac Day Reunion register of members of the Australia Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company and Tunnellers.  His address was listed as 249 William Street, Darlinghurst, Sydney, NSW. 

His address in 1936 was 147 Forbes Street, Darlinghurst with the occupation of a storeman and for 1943 he was at 173 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst working as a contractor.

Herbert Henry Broadhurst passed away on December 8, 1946 in Sydney aged 55 years. The Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday December 10, 1946 published these notices:

A plaque commemorates his war service on his grave in the Church of England cemetery, Botany, NSW.

The Public Trustee from Sydney, NSW wrote to Base Records on May 21, 1947 asking if the deceased had executed a Will on enlistment and if so whether the Will is held by them.  A memo reply dated May 30 stated that their office had no record of a Will being executed whilst serving with the Aust Imperial Force.  

     His brother also enlisted with the Tunnelling Company.

SAPPER PERCY BROADHURST

6915 - 2nd Tunnelling Company

Percy Broadhurst was born in Croydon, NSW on June 9, 1890.  In 1913 he was a timber-getter at Kybong, via Gympie, Qld.  He was 26 years of age, unmarried and left his occupation as a miner when he enlisted for duty in 1916.  His parents lived at Brisbane Road, Gympie when he departed for Brisbane.  

He swore allegiance and signed on 20th November, 1916 passing his required medical examination which discloses he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) in height, 72kgs (158lbs) with a dark complexion, brown eyes and brown hair and required for dental treatment.  Religious denomination was Church of England and his mother Mrs Susan Broadhurst of the above address was next-of-kin. 

The following day he began one month’s training at the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera remaining until he was transferred to the Miners Corps of the 1st Military District (Qld) with the rank of private on 19th December, 1916.  He joined other Corps recruits at the Miners’ Seymour Camp, Victoria where he was assigned to the February, 1917 Reinforcements with the Regimental number 6915 in the rank of Sapper in January, 1917.  Next he joined the Tunnelling Reinforcements on 27th February, 1917 for final training and preparation for departure.  

The Reinforcements left Melbourne, Victoria on 11th May, 1917 on the transport A9 Shropshire.  They docked at Fremantle, W.A. then the voyage went via Durban and Cape Town before reaching their destination of Plymouth, England on 19th July, 1917.  From there the men were detrained to Tidworth and marched into Parkhouse Camp the next day.  After another month’s training the Reinforcements left Southampton for France on 18th August, 1917.  

On arrival in France they were assigned to the Australian General Base Depot the next day and remained within this district until they were attached for duty with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on about 27th September, 1917.

Around this time the 2nd Tunnelling Company was responsible for digging galleries and shafts, infantry subways and machine gun positions until November, 1917 then they were re-assigned to field engineer work, clearing forward roads, filling in mine craters and keeping communication areas open.  The 2nd Tunnelling Company also were in charge of building new artillery dugouts in many places along the front until the war ended.

Sapper Broadhurst and his friend Sapper 6917 Frank Bull had been together since enlistment and both took leave at the same time in March, 1918.  Less than two months later on 9th June, 1918 Sapper Broadhurst was invalided sick to England to the Ontario Military Hospital at Orpington, Kent diagnosed with Rheumatism and Myalgia.  Further deterioration in his health continued and eventually he was eligible for discharge noted as “Debility after Trench Fever” and left London for Australia on the Hospital Ship Demosthenes on 16th January, 1919.  He arrived at the 3rd Military District for processing and then transferred to the 1st Military District (Qld) for Discharge on 1st April, 1919.

He returned to Brisbane Road, Kybong, via Gympie, Qld and returned to working as a timber-getter later that year.  On June 10, 1922 he married Sarah Bull and they continued to reside in Kybong and he followed the same occupation in 1936. 

Sapper Percy Broadhurst was awarded for his service to his country in the Great War, the British War Medal (29126) and the Victory Medal (27806).

Percy enlisted for service in World War II with the Australian Army at Gympie, Qld.  He gave his birth as June 9, 1888 at attestation on January 20, 1942.  His place of residence was Tewantin, Qld and next-of-kin was his wife Sarah Broadhurst.  Service was a Private in the Volunteer Defence Corps and discharged on December 27, 1942. 

Their address was Tewantin, Qld in 1943 and his occupation was a soldier.

Percy Broadhurst died on January 8, 1946 in Tewantin, Qld aged 56 years.  He was buried in the Tewantin Cemetery, Tewantin, Qld.

The following notice appeared in The Courier-Mail on Friday March 1, 1946:

Their brother also served at Gallipoli and the Western Front.

PRIVATE HAROLD OAK BROADHURST

4076 – 26th Battalion
Harold Oak Broadhurst was born at Swamp Oak, NSW in 1893 also the son of William and Susan Broadhurst.  He was a pupil at the Monkland State School and later became a farmer.

At the Brisbane, Qld Recruiting Depot on September 22, 1915 he applied to enlist and the twenty-two year old passed the medical examination. Details taken were his height 169cms (5ft 6½ins), weight 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-102cms (38-40ins).  Dark was his complexion with brown eyes testing to good vision and dark brown hair and had a distinctive scar on his right instep and a birthmark on his right shoulder.  Religion was Church of England and his mother Mrs Susan Broadhurst of Brisbane Road, Gympie was next-of-kin.

Private Broadhurst trained with ‘C’ Coy, 5th Depot Battalion from September 25 until October 15, 1915 and was promoted to Temporary Corporal the following day until December 16, 1915.  He was transferred to the 10th Reinforcements to the 26th Battalion the next day reverting to the rank of Private.  

He embarked from Brisbane, Qld on March 28, 1916 on board the troopship A73 HMAT Commonwealth                     as a member of the 9th to 12th Reinforcements for the 26th Battalion (January to April, 1916). 

On May 12, 1916 was admitted from the 7th Training Battalion to the 2nd Stationary Hospital in Tel-el-Kebir with a painful scar and two days later to Heliopolis to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital with Orchitis (Inflammation of Testicles).  On May 17 entered the 3rd General Hospital at Abbassia and discharged to duty on May 25, 1916.

No details were given on when he arrived in England but was admitted to Rollestone for treatment of a Social Disease at Fovant Military Hospital on August 10, 1916.

Private Broadhurst proceeded overseas on board the S.S. Onward on November 19, 1916 and marched into the 2nd Divisional Base Depot at Etaples, joined the 26th Battalion on January 5 and taken on strength five days later.

On March 7, 1917 he died of wounds at the 5th Field Ambulance, France.  He was buried on March 11, 1917 in Martinpuich Wood Cemetery, near Albert with Chaplain F.W. Durnford officiating at the burial.  

The Queenslander on Saturday March 31, 1917 announced the sad news:

His widowed mother received a Pension of £2 per fortnight from May 20, 1917. 

Personal effects were returned to her via the troopship Wiltshire on July 18, 1917 and on October 19, 1918 his identity disc was conveyed on the vessel Toromeo.
For his supreme sacrifice Private 4076 Harold Oak Broadhurst, 26th Battalion was awarded the British War Medal (34705) and the Victory Medal (34458) and the Memorial Scroll (313418) and Memorial Plaque (313418) were forwarded to his mother.  Her address was Eaking House, Monadale Avenue, near Ipswich Road, South Brisbane in 1925.

His name appears on the Gympie Memorial Gate.

After the war his grave was relocated to the Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont, France in Plot 5, Row A and can be found in grave no. 8. 
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FUNERALS


BROADHURST—The Funeral of the late Herbert Henry Broadhurst, of 173 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst, will leave our Funeral Chapel, 249 Crown Street, city, This Tuesday, at 1.30 p.m., for the Church of England Cemetery, Botany.


Thomas Dixon Pty Ltd., (A.F.D.A.) 


Established 1836           MA6013-4


BROADHURST—The Officers and Members of the R.S.S. and A.I.L.A., Kingsford Sub-branch, are invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Member, Herbert Henry Broadhurst.  For particulars, see family notice.  


C.A. Brown, Pres. 


 A.R.SLOSS, Sec.





CENTRAL QUEENSLAND VOLUNTEERS


Volunteering is still brisk at Rockhampton, the central recruiting depot for the Central Division.  Since Wednesday afternoon thirty-eight recruits have passed the necessary tests.  Some left for Brisbane on Friday and Saturday, but a number have still to go.  


The names of the volunteers are: [Abridged to Tunnellers]


Herbert Henry Broadhurst, Rockhampton.





AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES


191st LIST


ILL


Cpl H.H. Broadhurst, Gympie, ser.





248th & 249th LISTS


RETURNED TO DUTY


Cpl H.H. Broadhurst, Gympie.





PUBLIC NOTICES


Deceased: PERCY BROADHURST, formerly of Kybong, near Gympie in the State of Queensland, farmer, late of Tewantin, in the said State, retired farmer, deceased, aforesaid, Sarah Broadhurst, the lawful executrix appointed by the deceased’s Will dated the Twenty-first day of November, 1935.  Solicitors:


F.B. SYKES & SYKES,


236 Marsh Street, Gympie.


Agents Nicol Robinson & Fox, Solicitors, Brisbane.





The Mayor of Gympie (Alderman G.H. Mackay) has received word that Private Harold O. Broadhurst, son of Mrs Susan Broadhurst, Brisbane-road had died of wounds on March 7.





Photo of headstone and Adanac Military Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Inscription believed to read:


Called home from those


Who deeply love


To gain a glorious


Day above








