BROADBENT BROTHERS

SAPPER MARSHALL BROADBENT

4281 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Marshall Broadbent was born at Cherry Gardens, South Australia.  He took the medical exam at Southern Cross, Western Australia on 30 January 1916, and signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ to enlist in the A.I.F. on 5 February 1916 at Blackboy Hill, near Perth, WA.  He was allocated to No. 6 Tunnelling Coy on 10 March.  The 27-year-old miner was a widower at the time he enlisted, and named his mother, Agnes Broadbent, of Dowerin, WA, as his next of kin.  Marshall was 5ft 8in tall with a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair, and weighed 159lbs.

He had married first in Southern Cross in 1910 to Alice M. BIRT, sadly Alice was to die only two years later in 1912 at Southern Cross, WA, and is buried there.  He then married Viadot Lucella BIRT in Perth in 23 April 1916.  Via is mentioned on the postcard at right and it is presumed she was the sister of his first wife.  Marshall then named Viardot as his Next-of-Kin recording that she was living at Southern Cross.  The couple had a son in 1916, also named Marshall, who is no doubt the ‘boy’ referred to in the Postcard.

Marshall embarked for the Western Front from Fremantle on 1 June 1916, on board HMAT A69 ‘Warilda’, as a member of the 6th Tunnelling Company Reinforcements.  

Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

After further training at Perham Downs, Marshall proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and marched-in to 2nd A.D.B.D. on 30 August.  He was taken on strength of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company 30 September 1916, and worked with the unit until 9 April 1918, when he was wounded in a gas attack at Vermelles.  Marshall was admitted to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at Boulogne on 10 April, suffering gas poisoning, and did not re-join his unit until 1 May.

In June 1917, Viadot advised the Army that she had moved to Perth and that her address was 119 Chelmsford Road, North Perth.  In January 1918, Viadot again advised the Army that her address had changed to 76 Cable Street, North Perth, where she was living with her mother.

Marshall enjoyed some leave away from the Front between 5 and 20 September 1918.  

Sapper Marshall Broadbent left France on 17 March 1919 for repatriation to Australia, leaving London on 16 June on board Somali, and arriving at Fremantle on 8 July.  He was discharged in Western Australia on 22 August 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

[image: image2.jpg]


The Canberra Times - Thursday 28 March 1940 

EXPLOSION AT MINE
Shift Boss Decapitated

“KALGOORLIE, Wednesday
With the head blown off, the body of Marshall Broadbent, 45, shift boss, of Kalgoorlie, was found by his son, James Broadbent, in the explosives room of the Golden Horse-shoe mine.
Broadbent had apparently been testing explosive materials when the explosion occurred. A hole was blown through the galvanised iron   roof of the building.”    
The Advertiser (Adelaide) - Thursday 28 March 1940 
“Killed By Explosion (Kalgoorlie) — Marshall Broadbent, 51, married, of Kalgoorlie was killed instantly by an explosion while he was working on the sluicing plant of the Golden Horseshoe New Ltd. mine at about 10.30 am yesterday. The cause of the explosion is not known.”
Western Mail - Thursday 4 April 1940 page 
“Explosion at Mine.
KALGOORLIE, March 27.- Marshall Broadbent (51), married, of Hanbury street, Kalgoorlie, was killed instantly by an explosion while he was working on the sluicing plant of the Golden Horseshoe (New) Ltd. about 10.30 this morning.  Broadbent, who was a returned soldier, had been employed on the Golden Horseshoe mine for about 20 years.  His body, lying in a shed in which the mine charges are made, was found by his son.  He had suffered fearful head injuries.”
Western Mail - Thursday 11 April 1940
“Marshall Broadbent, suddenly, at Boulder, on March 27, aged 51; late A.IF.”
He is buried in the Kalgoorlie Cemetery.  

He is commemorated on the Eastern Goldfields Miners Memorial, Kalgoorlie

Via was to re-marry Norman GAUL in 1950.  

Two of Marshalls’ brothers also saw service during WW1:

2838A Private Albert George Broadbent, also born at Cherry Gardens, SA, was 36 years 10 months at enlistment, and embarked on 30 October 1916 from Fremantle on board HMAT Port Melbourne and arrived in France on 28 February 1917 as a member of the 5th Pioneer Battalion.

He was killed in action on 10 May 1917 and is buried at Plot 1, Row G, Grave 10 in Vaulx Hill British Cemetery, near Bapaume, France.

5th Pioneer Battalion – Unit Diary – May 1917

“During night of 9/10 & day of 10th both C & D Coy camps were intermittently shelled.  One shell struck a tent full of men in D Coy.  In all 12 men were killed & 23 wounded – the heaviest days casualties yet suffered.  5 of these casualties were near Noreuil when going out to work on a C. T. towards Hindenburg Line.”

His British War Medal, Victory Medal and Memorial Scroll and Plaque were forwarded to his father at Southern Cross, Western Australia. 

Between 16 July and 4 September 1916, Albert was a Sapper (service number 2838) with the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements.  

Western Mail Friday 1 June 1917 

BROADBENT.- On May 10, 1917, killed in action in France, Bert, the eldest dearly loved son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Broadbent, of Dowerin; brother of Marsh and Harry, France; Hilda end Hazel, Dowerin; Mrs. A. C. Cook, Leederville, and Mrs. A. L. Stewart, Midland Junction.
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592 Sapper Harry Franklin Broadbent was born at Franklin Harbour, SA, and had his fathers’ permission to enlist for overseas service at the age of 19 years 6 months.  He enlisted in Perth, WA, named his father, Harry Broadbent of Dowerin, WA, as his next of kin, and embarked for Gallipoli on 4 June 1915 on board HT Ivernia, as a member of 28th Infantry Battalion.

Harry arrived in France 24 July 1916 as a member of 2nd Division Signalling Company.  Transferred to 1st ANZAC Wireless on 4 October 1916, he returned to 2 Div. Sig. Coy. on 23 June 1917.  Harrys’ service included Gallipoli, Pozieres 1st and 2nd, Bullecourt and Passchendaele, where he acquitted himself bravely at Passchendaele Ridge on 4 October 1917, and was awarded the Military Medal.

He returned to Australia in 1919, arriving at Fremantle on 7 April.  Discharged 10 June 1919, Sapper Harry Broadbent was entitled to wear the Military Medal, the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  

Harry took his own life after the war.

Lest We Forget

©  Donna Baldey - www.tunnellers.net  

Compiled from our research and information & photos kindly provided by Grant Malcolm of Perth, WA 

Harry Broadbent & mate Arthur Coolahan 


in Egypt





Albert Broadbent memoriam card





Kalgoorlie Miner - 11 November 2010





Photo of headstone and Vaulx Hill Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org
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