SAPPER ALFRED JOHN BRITTON
7168 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Alfred John Britton was born on 28 June, 1891 at St Mary’s, Tasmania and registered at Fingal the son William and Bridget Julia (nee Westman) Britton.  Education was received at Cornwall State School.  In 1914 he was a coal miner residing at St Mary’s.
He participated in many athletic events from around the district with the following an example of his running and reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot at Claremont camp (6th Military District) on 11 January, 1916 reported and completed Attestation papers the following day which describe the single twenty-four-year-old miner as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 65kgs (134lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-88cms (32½-34½ins) and a medium complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks two small scars on his left knee and two lance scars on the left cheek.  Religion was Methodist.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Britton of St Marys, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the Miners’ Reinforcements from January 12 to March 30 then allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements in No. 3 Company to the Miners’ Corps.  On 10 May were transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction until he went sick into isolation at Langwarrin Military Hospital on August 16 remaining a patient there until 17 November, 1916.  Returned to duty at Seymour camp but returned to Langwarrin on November 29.  Was discharged to Seymour on 19 December but returned to Langwarrin for treatment of a social disease until 3 February, 1917.
Resumed duty at Seymour camp and assigned to the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 7168.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his mother Mrs William Britton at St Mary’s, Tas.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Britton left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  
Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet.  After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and remainder marched into the camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Sapper marched out to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on the coast of Belgium at Nieuport Bains creating underground dugouts in sand for infantry accommodation and was taken on strength on 2 September, 1917.
The Unit Diary of the Company recorded their arrival as follows:


“Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre.”
His service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit as still serving with his section on 16 July, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken from 1 August, 1918 and while on leave in London was admitted from A.I.F. Headquarters to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  After forty-six days curative care was discharged on 30 September to the Command Depot at Parkhouse.  On 5 October left the Convalescent Training Depot, Parkhouse for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on October 8.  Two days later marched in to the Overseas Training Depot at Longbridge, Deverill then went sick on October 31 to the Group Clearing Hospital at Deverill and was there when Peace was declared.

Proceeded to France on 26 November, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day and re-joined his unit on 9 December, 1918.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sapper went sick on 27 February, 1919 to the 7th Aust Field Ambulance with tonsilitis moving to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance the following day.  Was transferred to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station until 6 March then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.4 to the 14th Stationary Hospital.  After ten days was sent to the 12th Convalescent Depot then discharged to the General Base Depot and re-joined his unit on 31 March, 1919.

Orders were received on 10 May, 1919 to report to the Aust Base Depot and left there to return to England on May 16 disembarking at Southampton a day later and marched in to No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await their voyage home.

[image: image3.jpg]


After demobilisation Sapper Britton embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  Base Records advised his father on 5 August that he was returning home.  The troopship docked on Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 September, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:
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The impending arrival of the Tasmanian soldiers was announced in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 10 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
He returned to St Marys with the occupation of labourer in 1919 as listed in Electoral Rolls.

The British War Medal (7324) and the Victory Medal (7107) were issued to wear for serving his country to Sapper Alfred John Britton, 2nd Tunnelling Company. 

At Christ Church, Cullenswood he married on 14 February, 1923 to Clarise Claribel Margison of Fingal.

Results from the Miners’ Annual Sports day of his success were reported in the:
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From 1936 onward the couple were listed at Cornwall, Tas with his occupation as a labourer where they remained.
In 1945 he was treated for shock and burns in the Darwin hospital as reported in the:


Alfred John Britton passed away at St Marys on 30 October, 1965 aged 74 years.
Having lived there all his life it is likely that interment took place in St Marys cemetery but only monumental inscriptions are recorded therefore verification is not possible.

His name is commemorated on the Cornwall State School Honour Roll, Fingal.


He is also on the Fingal Municipality Roll of Honour.


A tree in his honour was planted in 1917 in the Cornwall Avenue of Honour.  In 1969 the trees in the Avenue were considered hazardous and removed but in 2007 the community of Cornwall replanted the trees to continue the perpetuity of the Avenue of Honour.


© Donna Baldey 2024

www.tunnellers.net
Examiner (Launceston) Friday February 6, 1914:


SPORTS AT ST. MARYS


The St Mary’s Athletic Club held it second meeting on the local reservation ground on Wednesday, in excellent weather, when a £50 programme was put through.  The meeting was a great success.  


The following are the details of the events:


District Handicap, 100yds—Fourth heat: A.J. Britton, 14yds 1.  Second round: A.J. Britton 2.  Final: G. Viney 1; A.J. Britton 2.  Time 10 4-5sec.								Article abridged





Examiner Saturday March 6, 1915:


ST. HELENS SPORTS


The following are the handicaps for the St. Helens sports, to be held on March 17, 1915:


Sheffield Handicap, 130 yards.  A.J. Britton 18yds.


440 yards Handicap: A.J. Britton 40yds							Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday January 14, 1916:


RECRUITING – THE CLAREMONT CAMP


The undermentioned men joined the Claremont camp on Wednesday:


A.J. Britton									Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1919:


LARGE NUMBER OF MEN RETURN


Nearly 1000 Victorian members of the A.I.F. returned to Melbourne yesterday in addition to about 60 Tasmanians.  An enthusiastic reception was accorded to them by the public.  The disembarkation from the transport Chemnitz, which arrived at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 a.m. one hour behind the scheduled time, was one of the largest yet dealt with by the authorities, over 650 troops being landed.  The transport Prinz Ludwig arrived shortly after 3 o’clock, and the men were conveyed immediately to the Sturt-street depot. 


 Cont’d 





Continues:


In connection with both debarkations, the troops were welcomed at the pier by the State Commandant (Brigadier General C.H. Brand), who was accompanied in the morning by the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr G.H. Wise). 


As they have done throughout the war, motorist responded well to the appeal for cars, and the ‘finalisation’ arrangements at the depot left nothing to be desired.  Tasmanian troops were medically examined and provided with accommodation at the Domain camp pending their return to the southern State.  New South Wales and Queensland troops who also returned yesterday, were given leave of absence for a few hours, and resumed their journey by boat last evening.


TASMANIAN SOLDIERS


Arrangements have been made for the transport “Takada’ which is due at Melbourne to-morrow, to embark Tasmanian soldiers here for Hobart.





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday September 9, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – TAKADA DUE AT HOBART TOMORROW


HOBART, Monday—Troops from the undermentioned boats left Melbourne per the Takada at 10.15 a.m. on Monday, and due at Hobart 9 a.m. on Wednesday:


Chemnitz


The boat will arrive early on Wednesday, and the northern men will leave by train at 11 a.m.    Article abridged





World (Hobart) Friday November 25, 1921:


MINERS ANNUAL SPORTS


On Saturday the coal miners of Mary’s district carried out their annual sports programme at Cullenswood, when there was a good attendance.


The various events during the day were closely contested and some exciting finishes were witnessed.  The following were the results.


Miners’ Football Handicap – 150yds.  T. Nolan 22yds 1; A.J. Britton 7yds 2; M. Targola 14yds 3.


Day Men’s Handicap – 100yds. T. Nolan 8yds 1; H. Sheppherd 12yds 2; A.J. Britton 4yds 3.	


									Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday June 2, 1945:


LINESMEN RECEIVE SHOCKS


Five telegraph linesmen received severe shocks yesterday morning when running new wires between Roundhill and Blythe for truck telephone lines.  All were treated at the Darwin hospital and later take to their homes.  One of the men was paying out the wire off a reel about 450yds from the others.  The cause of the accident had not been determined yesterday afternoon.  The injured men were W. Wesley, A.J. Britton and C.J. Horton, all of whom suffered burns on the hands in addition to shock, G. Garland and M.R. Alford.





Cornwall State School Honour Roll, Tas
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Fingal District Roll of Honour, Tas
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Information plaque for the Cornwall Avenue of Honour


Photo taken by Arthur Garland 2011





Cornwall, Tasmania replanted Avenue of Honour and Sapper Britton’s tree


Photos taken by Arthur Garland 2011








