SAPPER EDWARD BRENNAN

5077 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Edward Joseph Brennan was born in 1894 at Copeton, NSW the son of Edward J. and Rose Brennan.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on December 18, 1915 the twenty-one year old engine-driver applied to enlist for active service abroad.  After passing the medical examination forms of Attestation were completed giving his description on enlistment as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest measurement of 86-90cms (34-35½ins).  Complexion was fresh with blue eyes that tested to good vision, and had brown hair.  A distinguishing mark was a scar on his left ankle.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his father Mr Edward Brennan of Jesse Street, Armidale, NSW.  He signed and took the ‘Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.

He was sent to train with the Mining Corps at their Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW until March 30, 1916 when he was allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the No. 1 Company of the Corps.  On May 15, 1916 he was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Vic for further instruction.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5077 and assigned to the 2nd Reinforcement to the Tunnelling Companies.

Sapper Brennan was one of 79 Reinforcements departing on HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and they departed the next day.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  A one day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station and marched into No. 3 camp at Parkhouse.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following on October 9, 1916:



Crime:

Parkhouse A.W.L. 8/10/16 2400hrs to 0630hrs 10/10/16



Award:

7 days C.B. [Confined to Barracks] by Lt M. Kennedy O.C.



Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay under R.W.



The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France on October 15, 1916 and arrived at the Aust General Base Depot four days later.

His civil employment was valuable to boring for water being carried out on the front therefore on December 2, 1916 Sapper Brennan was attached to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company in the field and further attached to the 2nd Army Workshops at Bailleul on December 8.  On January 24, 1917 he rejoined his unit from attachment.

He was taken on strength with the unit in the field on April 4, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad.

Service continued without incident and on March 23, 1918 he was reported to be still with his unit in an audit of the company.

After Armistice the company remained on the front continuing to provide electricity and pumping equipment necessary for rehabilitation of their districts.

On March 8, 1919 orders were received to prepare for demobilisation to England and return to the A.I.B.D.   They crossed the English Channel on March 17 and marched in to the No. 2 Training Battalion at Codford to await their passage home.

Sapper Brennan was admitted to the 1st Aust General hospital at Sutton Veny suffering Influenza and was discharged to the Training Depot on April 5, 1919.

He boarded the H.T. Zealandia on May 11, 1919 for the voyage to Australia.  Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on June 7, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship arrived in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on July 1, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, (2nd M.D.) on August 15, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He married in 1921 to Ruth May Warren with their union registered at Newcastle, NSW.

For serving his country Sapper 5570 Edward Brennan, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (49807) and the Victory Medal (48559).

Their residence in 1936 was 119 Fawcett Street, Mayfield, Newcastle and his occupation was a die-caster.  From 1943 onwards they were registered at 95 Havelock Street, Mayfield with the same occupation.

His wife Ruth pre-deceased him in 1960 with her death registered at Hamilton, Newcastle, NSW.

Edward Joseph Brennan passed away on September 15, 1963 aged 69 years.  Family notices were published in the:


Edward Brennan was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day march in Sydney, NSW.

1928
119 Fawcett Street, Mayfield, Newcastle
(Boring Section)



1934
119 Fawcett Street, Mayfield, Newcastle
(Boring Section)

       
       1960-68
119 Fawcett Street, Mayfield, Newcastle
(A)

The notation in the registers lists him as a member of the Boring Section of the Company.

His death was recorded as ‘deceased’ on the Roll taken from the publication Reveille dated 1/1/1964.
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Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Monday September 16 1963:





FUNERALS


BRENNAN—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs E.K. Brennan, Mr and Mrs P.W. Tucker, Mr and Mrs M. Brennan, Mrs M. Murray, Mrs K. O’Hara, Mr and Mrs L. Hanbury, Mrs B. Green, Mr and Mrs A. Langford, Mr and Mrs G. Burgess, Mr and Mrs B. Minor, Mrs A McCann and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather, Brother, Brother-in-law and Uncle, EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN, of 96 Havelock-street Mayfield, to move from St Andrew’s Church of England, Church-street, Mayfield, To-morrow (Tuesday) after service commencing at 2.30 o’clock for the Crematorium Beresfield.  Transport provided.


DAVID LLOYD


N.D.F.D.A.


Funeral Director


B.H.P. RECREACION CLUB


BRENNAN—Officers and Members of the above are requested to attend the Funeral of their late Member, EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN. For details please see family notice.


								F.J. FERRIS President


								K.J. BECKING Hon Secretary





Tuesday Sept 17, 1963:


FUNERALS


BRENNAN—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs E.K. Brennan, Mr and Mrs P.W. Tucker, Mr and Mrs M. Brennan, Mrs M. Murray, Mrs K. O’Hara, Mr and Mrs L. Hanbury, Mrs B. Green, Mr and Mrs A. Langford, Mr and Mrs G. Burgess, Mr and Mrs B. Minor, Mrs A McCann and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of their late beloved Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather, Brother, Brother-in-law and Uncle, EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN, of 96 Havelock-street Mayfield, to move from St Andrew’s Church of England, Church-street, Mayfield, This Tuesday afternoon after service commencing at 2.30 o’clock for the Crematorium Beresfield.  Transport provided.











R.S.S & A.I.L.A.


WARATAH-MAYFIELD


SUB-BRANCH


BRENNAN—Officers and Members of the above are invited to attend the Funeral of EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN.  For particulars see Family Notice.


								J. HINTON President


								K. GOODWIN, Secretary





WARATAH-MAYFIELD


EX-SERVICEMEN’S CLUB


BRENNAN—Officers and Members of the above club are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Member, EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN. For particulars see Family Notice.


HOLBERT, President


J.E. HART, Secretary





WARATAH-MAYFIELD


DIGGERS’ BOWLING CLUB


BRENNAN—Officers and members of the above are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Member, Immediate Past President EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN.  For particulars see family notice.


R.B. BAXTER, President


L.E. Archard, Secretary





B.H.P. BOWLING CLUB


BRENNAN—The Officers and Members of the above Club are invited to attend the Funeral of their late member and immediate past president, EDWARD JOSEPH BRENNAN.  For details see family notice.  Members are requested to wear club blazers.


					J.A. CHAMBERS, President


					W.J. HANN, Hon Secretary.








