LANCE CORPORAL EDWARD BREADMAN

1410 – Mining Corps / Aust Electrical & Mechanic Mining & Boring Company

Ampthill, Bedfordshire, England was the birthplace of Edward Breadman in the second quarter of 1890,   the son of Alfred James and Agnes (nee Notley) Breadman.  In 1891 the family were living at 34 Hartland Street, West Ham, Essex and was made up of Alfred, tram driver (32), Agnes (25), Alfred (2), Edward (13mths) and Elsie (1month) and Sarah Notley (17) sister.  

Ten years later in 1901 the family were residing at 2 Sandringham Road, East Ham and citizens of the household were Alfred, wood sawyer (42), Agnes (36), Alfred W. (12), Edward (11), Elsie (10) and Ivy D.M. (1).

Edward became an electrician and joined the Royal Engineers of the British Army about 1908.  As a British subject abroad in the 1911 Census of China and Hong Kong at the Barracks of the Royal Engineers on April 2, 1911, Edward was recorded as a single, twenty-two year old with the occupation of electrician. 

The following year his forty-seven year old father Alfred Breadman (sawyer) arrived in Australia on the steamer Themistocles to Sydney, NSW on October 12, 1912 giving his address as G.P.O. Sydney.  His wife Agnes (48) and daughter Ivy (13) followed on March 20, 1913 from London disembarking the ship Rangatira in Sydney.  Edward Breadman stated he purchased a discharge from the British Army after five years’ service and it is possible he is the Mr Breadman who arrived from Hong Kong to Sydney on September 16, 1913.  

At the Recruiting Depot at the Sydney Town Hall on January 21, 1916 the twenty-five year old Electric Mechanic applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars from the application reveal he was 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighed 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and eyesight testing to good vision.  The unmarried man’s postal address was 5 City Road, Darlington, Sydney and was declared fit for service and his application was accepted by the Recruiting Officer.

On February 8, 1916 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW Attestation Forms were completed adding further information that his complexion was fair with blue eyes and had fair hair.  Church of England was his faith.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on his right foreman of woman, cards, bones and man’s ruination.  On the left were a tombstone, bird and flowers.  A scar was on the right buttock.  Next-of-kin was his mother Agnes Breadman of 15 City Road, Darlington, Sydney, NSW.  The ‘Oath of Enlistment’ was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with ‘C Coy, Depot Battalion until February 12, 1916 then was allotted to the Mining Corps, No. 3 Company 1st Reinforcements.  His regimental number was 1410 in the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On October 3, 1916 he went sick to the 9th Field Ambulance with Influenza and was transferred the next day to the 13th F.A.  By October 6 he was admitted to the 32nd Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of uncertain origin).

The next day October 7, 1919 he was transferred to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and taken on strength.   He was discharged to duty after sickness on October 27 and joined this company on his return.

He was transferred to Headquarters of the 254th Company of the Royal Engineers on March 29, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for service twelve months abroad.

On December 8, 1917 was appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal.

Miss G. Priddle wrote to Base Records on June 12, 1918 requesting any information and the address of Sapper E. Breadman.  Base Records replied to her address G.P.O. Sydney on June 20, 1919 informing her that no recent report had been received and it was assumed he was with is unit.  His address was included in their reply.

Service continued until June 12, 1918 when he entered the 1/2 L.F. Ambulance with P.U.O. then transferred to the 42nd C.C.S.  A return to duty on June 18 rejoined his unit two days later.

He remained with his unit until Peace was declared and they continued their work on the front generating electricity and supplying and servicing pumping equipment.

Leave was granted from December 20, 1918 and he returned on January 3, 1919.

He marched in to the Aust Base Depot on April 28, 1919 and crossed the English Channel arriving at the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp in Heytesbury a day later to await his return to Australia.

After demobilisation Sapper Breadman embarked on July 4, 1919 aboard the H.T. Norman for the voyage home.  Next-of-kin was advised on July 31, 1919 he was en route to Australia.  The ship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on August 20, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on October 12, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He married the following year to Florence May (surname unknown) in Sydney, NSW and their residence was Homedale Avenue, Concord, Sydney.  The following advertisement was published the same year in the:

An advertisement for his work was also printed in the: 


For service for his country Sapper 1410 Edward Breadman, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (25796) and the Victory Medal (25560).

The family suffered tragedy with the sudden death of his brother Alfred W. Breadman which was reported in the:


His mother died in 1928 aged 65 years in the mental hospital at Goulburn, NSW and his father in 1934 at Liverpool, NSW.

Their residence is recorded as Homedale Avenue, Concord up to 1937 with his occupation as electrician.  News of an electrical contract was published in the:


From 1943 onwards his residence is recorded as 125 Brighton Boulevard, Bondi, Sydney.

On October 25, 1952 Mrs E. Huntington of 3 Barnett Street, Sunshine, Melbourne, Vic wrote to Base Records seeking assistance in tracing her relative E. Breadman.  She was a new arrival to Australia and had tried to find him through the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. in Sydney, but he was not a member of that organisation.  She named his parents and their arrival in Australia in 1912 and his siblings of a brother and sister.

Base Records replied on October 30, 1952 giving service details of Sapper Edward Breadman.  They regretted that no recent address was held at their office but as it was an uncommon name suggested looking up the name in the Sydney Directory as their last known address was Marrickville, Sydney.

A Statement of his service was issued from Base Records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Department on March 10, 1964.

Edward Breadman passed away on June 18, 1976 aged 86 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


Cremation took place at Eastern Suburbs Crematorium and marked on Wall K, Eastern Drive Walls.

Edward Breadman was a member of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name is listed in their Roll Registers as follows:


1928
13 Homedale Avenue, Concord changed to Electric Light Department, Town Hall


1934
As above

       1960-68
Letter returned 1967.
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Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday August 4, 1920:





LOST AND FOUND


LOST by Returned Soldier, Gabardine OVERCOAT, off motor car between Fig Tree via Gladesville to Sydney; reward.  E. Breadman, Homedale-Av, Concord.





The Sydney Morning Herald Thursday October 20, 1921:





TENDERS


TENDERS for Brickwork, labour and material for piers and chimneys, etc. E. BREADMAN, The Downs, Homedale Avenue, North Strathfield.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday August 3, 1923:


CASUALTIES


FATAL ACCIDENT


Alfred Breadman, of 255 Dora-street, Hurstville, while engaged working with a circular saw at Messrs Poynter and Dixon’s joinery works, Hawthorn-parade, Haberfield, yesterday, was struck on the neck by a piece of timber which flew from the saw.  The Western Suburbs Ambulance conveyed him to the Western Suburbs hospital but he was dead when examined by the doctor.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 15, 1938:





CONTRACTS LET


Neville J. Coulter to E. Breadman for installation of electric light and power to shops and flats at Gosford.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 19, 1976:


DEATHS


BREADMAN, Edward—June 18, 1976, beloved husband of Florence, loved father of Phyllis (Mrs William Robinson), Ronald and Stanley, father-in-law of Bill, Fae and Val, brother of Ivy (Mrs Mountford), Aged 86 years.  Ex Sapper British Army and 1st A.I.F.








