SAPPER ROBERT BOYD

6913 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Inverness, Scotland was given as the birthplace of Robert Boyd (and later recorded as Pitt) about 1874.  He came to Australia and was working as a miner at Kidston near Georgetown, Queensland in 1908.  
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The following extract is taken from an article published in the Cairns Post on Monday December 2, 1912 reporting on Fossilbrook mining and it seems he is mining a lease named ‘Struggle’:

The following year in 1913 is still listed as a miner in Fossilbrook in the Chillagoe district.  

He had previously applied to enlist with the A.I.F. but was rejected for varicose veins.  

At the Recruiting Office in Cairns, North Queensland on October 30, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars given were his height 170cms (5ft 7ins) with a chest expansion of 90-102cms (35½-40ins) and stated his age to be forty-two years.  Address was given as Fossilbrook, via Cairns Qld. Passing the preliminary medical examination the officer accepted his application.  On November 4, 1916 Attestation Forms were completed after fitness was confirmed adding further details of his weight 74.5kgs (164lbs) and a dark complexion with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was initially given as his friend Donald Sinclair Cuthbertson of Maud Street, Windsor, Brisbane, Qld but later changed to ‘none’ as he had no living relatives.  He took and signed the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ under the name Robert Boyd the same day.

Basic training commenced on November 11, 1916 at Enoggera camp, Brisbane with the 11th Depot Battalion until December 12 when he was relocated to the Miners’ Depot (1st M.D.).  It was noted that he required dental treatment and remained at the Depot until January 7, 1917 when he was transferred to train at the Miners’ camp at Seymour, Victoria as a member of the February 1917 Reinforcements on February 12.  In preparation for departure he made a Will which was filed with Base Records.  Assigned the regimental number 6913 in the rank of Sapper and continued training until May.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Boyd left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  

During the voyage on June 10 he was admitted to the ship’s hospital and released two days later.

Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  They marched into the Nos. 1 & 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on August 18, 1917 and marched into the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  

On September 2, 1917 Sapper Boyd was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on October 10, 1917.

For twelve months service he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform.

Granted leave to the U.K. from March 6, 1918 he became ill and reported to Headquarters and was admitted to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall with gastritis and bronchitis on March 18.  
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The Queenslander on Saturday April 20, 1918 published the following list in which his name appeared:

On recovery he was granted the balance of his leave from April 23 to April 25, 1918 when he returned to France and rejoined his unit on May 1, 1918.

The following request appeared in the Cairns Post on September 3, 1918:

On September 29, 1918 he was wounded in action suffering a gunshot wound to his neck

The following are extracts from the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company taken from reports for September, 1918 in which a Sapper Boyd is mentioned:


He was taken to the 132nd Field Ambulance then transferred to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station.  The following day was conveyed on A.T.103 to Trouville entering the 72nd General Hospital for treatment of the gunshot wound.  On October 5, 1918 he went to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot at Havre and on October 17 transferred to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles classified ‘A’.  On October 24 left to rejoin his unit returning on October 28, 1918.

He was with his company when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of roads and bridges in their districts.

In the Casualty List published in The Queenslander on November 30, 1918 he is listed among the wounded:

On November 29, 1918 marched out to appear before a medical board on December 5 and classified with “B” class debility allowing him on December 10, 1918 to proceeded across the English Channel to Southampton and proceed to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth arriving two days later.

Sapper Boyd embarked from London on January 18, 1919 for the voyage to Australia on the H.T. Ulysses as medically unfit.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on March 4 and he arrived in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on March 19, 1919.

On April 2nd, 1919 Robert Boyd wrote to Base Records requesting the Will he made on March 2, 1917 be returned to him.  His Will was forwarded to the Assistant Adjutant General at 1st M.D. on April 11, 1919 and he was advised in writing of this the same day care of the Returned Soldiers’ Association in Brisbane, Qld.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane on April 18, 1919 as medically unfit due to the disability of varicose veins.

Later that year he is listed as Robert Boyd at Fossilbrook, N.Q. with occupation of miner.

For his active service abroad Sapper 6913 Robert Boyd was issued with the British War Medal (28124) and the Victory Medal (27804).  

On March 5, 1921 Base Records replied to the Department of Repatriation in Brisbane regarding his application for a pension.  The ex-soldier had claimed a pension on the grounds he was suffering the effects of being gassed in February, 1918 but on their records this had not appeared.  A further request for his full medical records to be forwarded to them was issued.

A full Statement of his Service was issued to the Repatriation Department in Brisbane again on February 6, 1925.

On July 10, 1928 Robert Boyd wrote from care of the Y.M.C.A. Turbot Street, Brisbane, Qld requesting his medals and would like to know if the Will he lodged with Base Records had been destroyed.  Base Records replied on July 19 advising him that his medals had been forwarded the previous day under registered post and that his Will had passed from their office to the Commandant, 1st Military District, Victoria Barracks, Brisbane on 11/4/19.  Receipted delivery was dated 18/7/1928.

Documents relating to his service were forwarded to the Repatriation Department on June 3, 1930.

From 1936 until 1943 Robert Boyd is listed residing at Riviera, North Quay, Brisbane, Qld with the occupation of miner.  In 1954 he was an inmate of the Inebriate Institution at Marburg, Brisbane.

He died with the name of Robert Boyd Pitt on June 20, 1958 in Brisbane, Qld aged 85 years and interred in Lutwyche War Cemetery, Brisbane.

The Public Curator’s Office in Brisbane advised Base Records in Canberra, ACT on January 30, 1959 of the ex-soldier’s death giving the name Robert Boyd Pitt and inquired if he had made a Will as he died intestate.  Base Records replied on March 2, 1959 stating that no record of service of the abovementioned was held.  They requested further details to assist them as it was possible he enlisted under an assumed name. 

The Public Curator replied on March 24, 1959 stating that war medals held by him were inscribed with R. Boyd.  Base Records answered that the subject of their inquiry was recorded as Robert Boyd 6913 2nd Tunnelling Company and that his Will was returned to him in April, 1919.

On completing his Estate, the Public Curator returned to Base Records on September 22, 1959 his British War Medal and Victory Medal plus three Army Badges as there were no surviving relatives of the deceased to receive them.  Acknowledgement of delivery was dated October 20, 1959. 

The Commonwealth War Grave plaque was issued in the name of R.B. Pitt and is located in section 3 of the Anzac portion 9 in grave no.14 of the Lutwyche War Cemetery, Brisbane, Queensland.
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OPERATION ORDER NO 2


	(6)	Lieut K.B. Lewis, No. 4 Section, will command a party or 20, o.r. to be attached to the


		5th Pioneer Bn





Report: 30 September [1918]





Adjutant 2nd Aust Tun Coy


The 20 Men from 2ATC attached to 5 Pioneer Bn for mine searching suffered the following losses on Sept 29 by shellfire.


Spr Vernon, T.A. 1395 killed


Cpl Adams,                   stretcher case


Spr Jones		           “


Spr Oats		  slightly wounded


Spr Kennedy			“


Spr Campbell			“


Spr Smith			“


Spr Hilton			“


Spr Boyd			“


											K.B. Lewis Lt.





Vernon’s body is in trench to left of Red Road at G3.c.4.41 about 800yds W of Bellicourt.





											K.B. L. Lt. 





FOSSILBROOK MINING


Struggle—Campbell and Boyd are receiving stone from a lode averaging about 1 foot to [print blurred] They have about 8 tons to grass.





PARCEL OF COMFORT


Will the person who posted a parcel of Soldier’s Comfort to Sapper Robert Boyd please call and see the parcels clerk at the Post Office in connection with same.





ROLL OF HONOUR


389th LIST


ILL


	Spr Robert Boyd, address not known.





ROLL OF HONOUR


CASUALTY LIST


LIST NO 144


WOUNDED


	Spr Robert Boyd, no relatives, prev. reported ill.








