SAPPER JOHN BOYD MM
497 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Blackburn, Aberdeenshire, Scotland was the birthplace of John Boyd the son of William and Helen Boyd in 1894.  The family came to Australia and settled in Melbourne, Victoria.  In 1915 he was a miner at Wonthaggi, Vic. 
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At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic on 30 September, 1915 the twenty-one year old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing (147lbs) 66.8kgs with a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39ins).  Complexion was fresh with brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were a vaccination mark on his right arm and scars on the right buttock and small of back.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Boyd, care of Mrs David, Wonthaggi, Vic.  He was sworn in with the Enlistment Oath the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 24th Depot Battalion the same day until transferred on 5 November to the No. 2 Company of the Miners’ Corps.  About December 14 the recruits were brought together with other volunteers of all States of the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for further training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 497.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
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A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

There are no Unit Diaries for the 2nd Tunnelling Company from August to December, 1916 but at the end of July, 1916 they were working in the Armentieres and Cordonniere sectors, France.

The following photograph was taken of nineteen soldiers from the No. 2 Company, Aust. Mining Corps photographed in France on their return from their shift on 21 August, 1916.  William Babington Dynes identified them as:

The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 28 December, 1916.

His service continued without illness or injury and disciplinary action was taken on 25 July, 1917 for the following:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. 14/7/17 (1) Disobedience of C.R.O. 526 Para A. being in 





La Panne (2) Falsifying a Pass



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]

He was issued with two Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

Leave from France was granted from 10 March, 1918 and he returned on 2 April, 1918 to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Three days later was admitted from there to the 39th General Hospital in Havre for treatment of a social disease.  After 43 days curative care he was discharged to the Base Depot on 17 May, 1918 and marched out to his unit on May 31 arriving on June 6.

Sapper Boyd was one of the detachments detailed for reconnaissance of dugouts after a launched attack which was reported in the Unit Diary of 2nd Tunnelling Company in August, 1918: 

“8/8/18

Heavy attack launched on the whole of the 4th Army Front by English, Australian and Canadian Troops, with the French on the right flank.  All objectives were taken and several thousand prisoners captured.

The detachments from the Company detailed for dugout reconnaissance crossed the “green line” about 8.30 a.m. two hours after the first wave of infantry.  The dugouts found were of an inferior type with very little head cover.  A large number were not complete.  A list is shewn in Appendix No (XIX) giving the location, capacity and condition.  See also sketches.

The detachment with the 5th Field Coy (Sgt L.G. Howe and 2 O.Rs) went over in the attack with the infantry, and examined the roads from our front line to the village of Warfussee, Abancourt.  Fourteen land mines were found; these were laid on the surface of the roads etc. and covered with earth, to explode in contact with traffic.

A report by the N.C.O. in charge and description of mine is given in Appendix No. (XVIII) and a detailed drawing is attached.  Appendix No. (XXXIII).

Early in the morning the O.C. accompanied by Lt G.A. COOK proceeded to Villers-Bretonneux and selected a camp site for the Company. Orders were issued for 3 and 4 Sections to move to the new site on the 9th and erect camp.  Arrangements were made with C.E. and Transit Dump to draw material required for this camp.  Location C 27 c 05.25.

No. 1 Section under the command of Capt.  L. de J. GRUT marched out to Villers-Bretonneux and repaired an old dugout in a railway embankment and bivouacked there.

As it was no longer necessary to have charges and guards on the Amiens bridges, the detachment under Lieut A.W. JOHNSON removed all charges and with the exception of 2 exploders, 2 testing sets and some fuse leads all stores and explosives were stored in MONTIERES CONVENT.  The detachment reported back to the Unit Headquarters at CAGNY.

In the afternoon the O.C. and Section Commanders proceeded to No. 1 section billets at Villers-Bretonneux then on to WARFUSSEE-ABANCOURT to inspect the German trenches.  Practically no deep dugouts were to be found.  The heavy guns which were in position at Villers-Bretonneux had all moved up.  Parties were at work repairing roads.

Weather fine.”
Sapper Boyd [there is no record he was promoted to Lance Corporal] was recommended for the Military Medal and his Citation reads:

“2nd Australian Tunnelling Company  Recommendation M.M. Lance Corporal 497 BOYD, John

For continuous good work, devotion to duty and gallantry in the field over a period of 31 months.  On the 8th August, 1918 he went over with the Infantry and did excellent work following up the attack and investigating and reporting on captured dugouts.







Signature: [blurred]  Acting C.E. Austn Corps”
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Special Leave to England was granted from 2 February, 1919 by the Furlough Department then reported to Headquarters on February 20 from Parkhouse camp.  Was granted further leave and report to Headquarters on 6 March, 1919.  He marched into the Aust Army Service Corps Training Depot at Sutton Veny on February 17 then left for Headquarters in London to attend Education and Demobilisation on February 20 and taken on strength there.   Special leave for Non-Military Education (NME) was granted from February 21 to May 21, 1919 with pay and subsistence for education in Mining Machinery at J. Dunlop Co., Newton, Glasgow.  An extension of leave was granted from 22 May with further pay and subsistence to 22 June, 1919 to continue with James Dunlop & Co.
He was retransferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on June 22, 1919 on expiration of NME.

Disciplinary action was taken after he was apprehended on 31 July, 1919 and charged with being A.W.L.

He appeared before the District Court Martial on 8 August, 1919 held at Warwick Square, London:



Charge:
W.O.A.S. absenting himself without leave in that he in London on 22/6/19





absented himself without leave and remained so absent until apprehended





by Military authorities in Glasgow at 9.20 p.m. on 31/7/19



Pleading:
Guilty



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
30 days Detention 8/8/19



Confirmed:
by Brigadier General C.H. Jess C.M.G., D.S.O. Commandant A.I.F. HQrs


Promulgated:
10/8/19  Date of 1st  Invest. 4/8/19


        Total forfeiture:
74 day’s pay

He entered Lewes Detention Barracks on 13 August, 1919 until he was discharged to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on September 1 with the five days of sentence being rescinded as from that date by the A.I.F. Depots UK.  After a period of treatment of 37 days he was discharged to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny on 8 October, 1919.

Proceedings from the Court Martial were filed with the Attorney-General’s Department on 8 August, 1919.

After demobilisation Sapper Boyd embarked for Australia on 1 November, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor.  Base Records advised his father on November 17 that he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 15 December, 1919.   
His name appeared in the list of Returning Anzacs published in the:

Their arrival was reported in the:

Base Records forwarded to his father at Wonthaggi on 16 January, 1920 with pleasure a copy of the extract from the Second Supplement No. 31512 to the London Gazette dated 20 August, 1919 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by the undermentioned member of the A.I.F.

AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the Field to the undermentioned:

No. 497   Sapper   J.   Boyd

They also advised the above had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 135, dated 11th December, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 April, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (35136) and the Victory Medal (34881) were issued to wear by Sapper 497 John Boyd for serving his country along with the Military Medal.

The War Medal was collected at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 2 June, 1921 by Jean Geru.  The Victory Medal was not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him at the last known address of his next-of-kin at 8 Thompson Street, Williamstown on 23 July, 1923.
He married Edith Stockham (surname unknown) and their residence in 1943 was 2 Barnet Street, Yarraville.

John Boyd passed away at Yarraville as a result of an accidental fall on 4 August, 1949 aged 53 years.  News of his accident was reported in the:

His demise was announced in the:
Cremation took place on 5 August, 1949 at Springvale Botanical Cemetery.

A Statement of his service was requested by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records forwarded the information on 15 August, 1949.

Mrs Edith Boyd of 2 Barnet Street, Yarraville, Vic wrote to Base Records on 8 September, 1949 requesting a copy of the Citation for which her husband was awarded the Military Medal.  She had asked her husband repeatedly but he would never divulge the reason.  As he had been killed accidentally at his Works on 4 August, ’49, it would be a certain amount of comfort and pride to know the details.  
Many other relatives and friends had questioned her but she knew nothing of the award only he had the medal in his possession.  The Trustee had her husband’s military certificate but she gave the information from it and trusted to hear from them at their earliest convenience.
Base Records replied on 27 September, 1949 to her letter dated September 8 appending as requested a copy of the recommendation in respect of the Military Medal award.  It reads:



“For continuous good work, devotion to duty and gallantry in the field over a 

period of 31 months.

On 8 August he went over with the Infantry and did excellent work following 

up the attack and investigating and reporting on captured dugouts.”

The Victory Medal issuable in respect of the service of the late ex-member was forwarded to her under separate cover and she kindly acknowledged receipt of same on 7 October, 1949.  An Invoice from the Aust. War Memorial, Canberra, A.C.T. for 1 copy of Volume III, “Official History of the Australian Army Medical Services in the War of 1914-1918” for £1-10-0 is also in correspondence to Base Records.
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Back Row: Driver Charles William Cooper; 566 Corporal William George; �Third Row: Sapper Thomas Herbert Savill; Sapper Stanley Hunter; Corporal Robert Hughston Close; Sapper James Ward; Corporal Charles Whitlaw Dunham; �Second Row: Corporal Reg Henry William McAuliffe; Sapper Ernest French Pascoe; Sapper Patrick McCarthy; Sapper John Colin Patterson; Sapper Bertie Phillip Cleary; 497 Sapper John Boyd; �Front Row: Corporal Martin George Dunn; Sergeant Leonard Raynor Hardinge; Sergeant Murray Francis Edwards; Quartermaster Sergeant George Angus Drummond; Sergeant Alexander Francis Girling; Corporal Joseph William Allen





Sourced from Aust. War Memorial – AWM2017.6.158 part of Collection PR82/008





Herald Saturday December 12, 1919


ANZACS RETURNING – DISTINCTIONS GAINED BY MEN IN LIST “O”


Included in list “O” of returning soldiers which is made up wholly of original 1914 men, are the following who have won distinctions.  The contingent is expected to disembark at Port Melbourne on Monday morning, at 10 o’clock.


	70 Spr. John BOYD, M.M., 1st Divisional Signal Company.			Article abridged





Argus Tuesday December 16, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING - ARRIVALS BY THE NESTOR


Four hundred troops, including a large percentage of officers arrived in Melbourne yesterday morning and disembarked from the steamer Nestor shortly after 10am.  They were conveyed to the Sturt Street depot in motor cars provided by members of the Royal Automobile Club.  At the depot they were met by their Excellencies the Governor-General and Lady Helen Munro Ferguson, who both spent some time conversing with officers and men.  While waiting for their leave passes the returned troops were provided with refreshments by the members of the V.A.D. organisation.


The men reported having had an excellent voyage under satisfactory conditions, both as to food and accommodation. 





Age Friday August 5, 1949:


KILLED IN FALL


John Boyd, 53 years, Barnett-street, Yarraville, was killed when he fell 45 feet from an overhead conveyor belt platform at the Commonwealth Fertilisers and Chemicals Ltd works at Yarraville yesterday.





Argus Friday August 5, 1949:


KILLED IN FALL


John Boyd, 53, boilermaker, married, of Barnett st. Yarraville, was killed yesterday when he fell 45ft on to a concrete floor at the works of Commonwealth Fertilisers and Chemicals Ltd., Yarraville.  Boyd had been employed for 12 years at the works.





Age Saturday August 6, 1949:


DEATHS


BOYD.—On August 4 (result of accident), John Boyd, M.M. of 2 Barnet-street, Seddon, beloved husband of Edith.  Late 2nd Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F.








