SAPPER PERCY CHARLES BOWDEN

5709 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Percy Charles Bowden stated he was born at 31 Albion Street, Paddington, Sydney, NSW.  A Queensland birth registration shows Charles Percy Bowden was born the son of John Henry and Annie (nee Kearney) Bowden on February 8, 1895.  His military experience was gained with one year’s training in the Senior Cadets and two years with the Citizen Forces.

On April 10, 1916 at Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW he applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Details appearing on the Application show his postal address as Red Hill, Mount Morgan, Qld and a miner standing 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins.).  With the preliminary medical passed he was accepted by the recruiting officer for active duty.

Two days later on April 12, Forms of Attestation were completed which add further details about him.  He had been rejected previously for active service because of a defective cheek and a distinguishing mark was a nine year old scar behind his right ear from an operation, resulting in slight deafness.  His teeth were graded as conditional and his weight was 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of between 82-89cms (32-35ins).  Complexion was fresh with blue eyes and light brown hair and religious denomination was Church of England.  His father John Henry Bowden of Red Hill, Mount Morgan was named as his next-of-kin.  He was sworn in taking ‘The Oath’.

He entered the Rosebery Park Miners’ Reinforcements training camp on June 1, 1916 and after a month’s training departed for their Seymour camp in Victoria on July 5, 1916.  He was assigned to the November 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies with the regimental number 5709 in the rank of Sapper.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy going around the Cape arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The next day they marched into the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training.

The troops departed via Folkstone aboard the ship SS Onward and proceeded to France on January 28, 1917 marching in to the Aust. General Base Depot the following day.  

On February 8, 1917 Sapper Bowden was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on March 2.

Central Queensland soldiers on the Front were in contact with Mrs H.G. Wheeler working in London co-ordinating the Central Queensland Comfort Fund and each week sent report-letters naming those men she had been in contact with during the week.  These were published in the Rockhampton newspapers to give relatives reliable news of their men abroad.  Her address was care of the Agent-General, Queensland Office, London.  The following is an extract from her letter home published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin in which she imparts news of Sapper Bowden whose parents were living in Mount Morgan.

He suffered no sickness, injuries or wounds, remaining safe until Peace was declared.  A pleasurable relief was his Leave from France from November 25 until December 9, 1918.

Upon his return the following disciplinary action was taken: 



Crime:

W.O.A.S., disobedience to orders, in that he in London, when ordered to





Report to R.T.O. Victoria Station at 7.30 a.m. 15/12/19, failed to do so





and remained absent until 7.30 a.m 17/12/19



Award:

20 days F.P. No. 2 [Field punishment] by C.O. 2nd Tun Coy.


Total forfeiture:
27 days pay.

On December 31, 1918 he went sick to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station suffering from a Social Disease and the following day was conveyed on A.T.25 and admitted to the 2nd Native L.G. Hospital remaining until February 8, 1919.  Admittance to the 8th Stationary Hospital took place before travelling to England on February 25, 1919 where he entered the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford suffering from a Social Disease.  On March 16, 1919 he was discharged to the Convalescent Training Department after being in treatment for 76 days but re-admitted to the 1st A.D.H. awaiting disposal and left for Parkhouse camp two days later.

He marched out on March 28, 1919 to the No. 1 Command Depot, Sutton Veny for a Medical Report from the Department of Repatriation and Demobilisation.  He was classed as ‘A’ and had no disability.

After his demobilisation the H.T. Ypiringa departed England for the return voyage to Australia with Sapper Bowden on board.  On June 17, 1919 his father was notified that his son was returning home.  The ship arrived in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on July 6, 1919.

At the Domain Anzac Buffet on July 7, 1919 he appeared before the disembarkation medical board where he was assessed with no disability and had a dental check-up and recommended for discharge. 

Military Discharge took place in Sydney, NSW on August 21, 1919.

The British War Medal (61765) and the Victory Medal (59766) were awarded to Sapper 5709 Percy Charles Bowden, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Percy Bowden wrote while living at 63 Juliett Street, Marrickville, Sydney, NSW to Base Records on April 24, 1929 applying for a copy of his Discharge as his original had been accidentally burnt.

On Wednesday July 7, 1954 in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin the following appeared:

 He died in Queensland on July 18, 1963.
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Tuesday July 3, 1917


CENTRAL QUEENSLANDERS ABROAD


Sapper B.C. Bowden wrote on 4th April to ask if he might have his parcels addressed to my care as he was not receiving them.  





SOCIAL CHAT


Mr Percy Bowden, at present spending a fortnight’s holiday with his sister, Mrs E. Day, of Wandal, Mount Morgan after an absence of 33 years.  Mr Bowden lives at Clovelly, Sydney.  On being asked for his impressions of Red Hill, Mt Morgan, the place of his birth, he said that it was not the place it was.  Too many trees were there now.








