BOURNE BROTHERS

SAPPER / PRIVATE MICHAEL CHARLES BOURNE

61 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 2nd Pioneer Battalion
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Inverell, New South Wales was the birthplace of Michael Charles Bourne on 14 February, 1876 the son of Michael and Charlotte (nee Kelly) Bourne.  His family moved to New Zealand and were in Auckland in 1894 where he was arrested for theft and sentenced to three months in goal on 1 November, 1894.  Described by Police  as  born 1876, 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with two prominent teeth, dark brown hair, brown eyes and a thick nose with a scar on the left cheek and right jaw.  He was a native of New South Wales with the occupation of blacksmith.  When discharged from goal on 21 September, 1895 he went to Whagarie.  In 1905-06 he was residing in the Bay of Islands, North Street, Whakapara working as a blacksmith.
 The family returned to Queensland where in 1908 he was a blackmsith at Silver Spur and a year later at Inglewood.
At the recruiting depot in Toowoomba on 10 September, 1915 the thirty-eight year old blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms reveal him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall weighing 76.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  His complexion was dark with light brown hair and brown eyes.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Charlotte Bourne of Texas, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
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News of the volunteers was reported in the:

He was allotted after basic training to the Mining Corps on 28 October, 1915 at their Casula camp, near Liverpool who were in establishment phase.  His rank was Sapper with the No. 1 Company and the regimental number 61.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

He went sick to hospital on 21 June, 1916 with mumps at the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance then to the No. 7 General Hospital at St Omer on June 29 and discharged to duty.
Base Records replied on 8 August, 1916 to a letter dated 28 July from Mrs C. Bourne concerning her change of address with the records of her three sons and was informed that the same had been noted.  With respect to the soldier son Sapper M.C. Bourne they informed that no official report to any effect had been received concerning him, and in the absence of such it may be assumed he was with his unit.  She would be promptly notified should any reports be received.  Particulars for her fourth son were required so his records may also be noted with her change of address at Grienier Street, Toowoomba, Qld.
On 4 September, 1916 he went sick to the 7th General Hospital in St Omer moving to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques with Rheumatic Fever until discharged to his unit on 18 September and rejoined five days later.

His mother wrote to Base Records on 16 September, 1916 from Grienier Street, Toowoomba, Qld that it had been over five months since she last heard from her son from Perth leaving for London.  “I have had no word from him since.  Could they let her know anything about him?” she wrote.  Base Records replied on 25 September acknowledging her letter of the 16 September and repeated their report to her on August 8 that no report had been received; consequently it was assumed he was with his unit.  His postal address was suggested and given.  In the event of information received she would be promptly notified.
He was assigned on 6 May, 1917 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He was transferred to the 2nd Pioneer Battalion on 25 May, 1917 and taken on strength.

An accidental injury was received on 22 October, 1917 going to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance suffering a wound between his fingers progressing to the 11th Casualty Clearing Station and returned to duty on October 28.

A report to the 2nd Army’s General Commanding Officer on the accident stated the injury was between middle and fourth finger on 22 October, 1917 and the casualty should be reported as accidentally injured.

On 1 March, 1918 he was detached for duty with the 184th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers and a month later returned on April 1.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:


Offence:

When on Active Service A.W.L. from 9.30 p.m.  Work parade






19/7/18 thereby causing his work to be done by others



Award:


Forfeits 4 day’s pay by C.O.  2nd Pioneer Btn 21/7/18

Case First Investigated:
21/7/18

Total forfeiture:
5 day’s pay

On 8 August, 1918 he was wounded for the 2nd occasion suffering a gunshot wound to his right arm and taken to the 13 Aust Field Ambulance then went to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station and later conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 42nd Stationary Hospital in Camiers.

He was invalided to England on August 11 on the hospital ship Cambria entering the Fort Pitt Military Hospital in Chatham.  The next day was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford remaining until discharged to furlough on 16 September and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  He marched in as ordered from Australian Headquarters in London.

Base Records regretfully advised his mother on 21 August, 1918 that her son had been reported admitted to the Fort Pitt Military Hospital, Chatham, England on 11/8/18, suffering from a gunshot wound to his right arm.  His address for correspondence was also included.
Mr M. Bourne wrote on 28 August, 1918 to Base Records that he had received word about his son Private M.C. Bourne.  His mother died on 30 June so should any word come please send it to him at Waraperta Station, via Munbilla, Qld.  
He also wrote again on September 12 that his son was Michael Charles Bourne and gave his address at the front and went on to say that he also had two more sons there, one in Egypt, one in France and this one is now in the hospital.  He was their father and their mother died just lately 30 June.
His name appeared among those in the Casualty List published in the:
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Base Records replied on 19 September, 1918 to his letter of 28th ultimo and in view of his information that next-of-kin of Private Bourne was now deceased, his name had been added to the records and any later cabled reports that may come to hand will be promptly communicated to him.  
If his late wife was recorded on his other son’s records he should forward their regimental particulars to their office in order their records could be amended.
He was still at the Command Depot when Peace was declared.

A transfer took place to the Overseas Training Brigade on November 23 at Longbridge, Deverill.
Private Bourne embarked for Australia on 25 January, 1919 on board H.T. Ceramic.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 11 February that he was returning home.

In the list of returning soldiers his name was reported in the:
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The transport arrived in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 14 March, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:   
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The transport docked in Brisbane on March 26 and their welcome was reported in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on 26 March, 1919 at No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point where his Statement of Case reads:



Date & place of Disability:
France – August 8, 1918



Essential facts:

(1) Gunshot wound right forearm – severe (B178)


Disability was:

(a) due to military service



Present condition:

Arm has some movement but not right forearm – no heavy







arm work



Caused by:


In action



Operation performed:

Yes excising wounds



Recommend discharge:
Yes



Anticipate improvement:
100% - 6 months



Working capacity:

(a) pre-enlistment occupation – 30%







(b) general labour market – 30%



Dental



Unfit


Approved:


27/3/19

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 10 May, 1919 as wounded.
The British War Medal (12119) and the Victory Medal (11960) were issued to Sapper/Private 61 Michael Charles Bourne, 1st Tunnelling Company / 2nd Pioneer Battalion for serving his country.
In 1919 he was recorded at 172 Kennigo Street, Fortitude Valley working as a labourer where he remained.

Michael Charles Bourne passed away on 18 November, 1930 aged 54 years.  Arrangements were announced in the:
His grave is located in Section 7A of Toowong Cemetery in gravesite 137-2.  His father Michael Bourne was interred there on 27 December, 1923.
His brothers also served:


PRIVATE / SAPPER WILLIAM HENRY BOURNE
472 – 3rd Field Corps Engineers / 1st Tunnelling Company

William Henry Bourne was born in Kaeo, Northland, New Zealand, the son of Michael and Charlotte (nee Kelly) Bourne on 7 July, 1891.  He had been apprenticed to his father for three years in Texas, Qld.
At the recruiting depot in Warwick, Queensland on 22 March, 1915 the twenty-three year old farrier applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms reveal he was 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighed 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-95cms (34½-37½ins).  Complexion was dark with brownish green eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right buttock and had no vaccination scars.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father M. Bourne of Texas, Qld.   Swearing in took place on 25 March, 1915 at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane, Qld.

Basic training commenced on March 25 with the 7th Reinforcements to the 9th Battalion until 1 May, 1915 when he was Away without Leave.  

The Officer Commanding the 7th Reinforcements reported on 11 June, 1915 to the Camp Commandant, Enoggera that this soldier had been AWL since 1 May and asked that he be placed on the Deserters’ List and attached Attestation papers.

It appears the same day he returned to camp and was re-attested again this time stating he was born in Whangarei, New Zealand with personal particulars changing to weight 73kgs (161lbs) with hazel eyes and a scar on his right hip.  He swore his Allegiance to King and Country again the same day.
Allotment was to the 6th Reinforcements to the 9th Battalion in the rank of Private with the regimental number 2109 and they embarked the following day from Brisbane (1st Military District) on HMAT A63 Karoola and terminated at the Suez where they were transferred to the 9th Battalion.

On 6 August, 1915 he was allotted the regimental number 472.  He was invalided to the 3rd Field Ambulance at Anzac on 26 September then conveyed on the hospital ship Gloucester Castle to hospital in Malta with diarrhoea, debility and teeth entering St George’s Hospital on October 1.  Sixteen days later embarked for England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle being admitted to London General Hospital in Wandsworth with dysentery.  On 23 June, 1916 was reported joining his Regiment in France until 2 October when taken on strength with the 7th Field Corps Engineers at the 4th Base Depot in Belgium. A further transfer to the 2nd Field Company, Australian Engineers took place on 2 November, 1916.

His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:


Influenza sent him sick to the Casualty Clearing Station during November, 1916 and returned to duty on 9 December, 1916.

Service continued until 6 April, 1917 when transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company and taken on strength five days later.

He went sick on 19 September, 1917 to the 97th Field Ambulance with a social disease being transferred to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.5 to Havre entering the 39th General Hospital on September 22.  After 22 days curative care marched in on October 10 to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and rejoined his unit on 31 October, 1917.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Disciplinary action was taken as follows:



Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 7.50 p.m. 15/5/18 to 9.15 p.m. 15/5/18





(2) Drunkenness 



Award:

 Forfeits 4 day’s pay by C.O. 1st Tun. Coy 18/5/18
On 8 August, 1918 went sick with gastro-enteritis to the 2nd Aust Field Ambulance moving to the 12th C.C.S. then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.2 to the 52nd Stationary Hospital three days later with dysentery.  On 6 September was transferred to the No. 1 Command Depot in Havre until 8 October when discharged to Base “A” in Rouelles.  He rejoined his unit on October 22.  

He proceeded on leave to the United Kingdom on 3 November and was there when Peace was declared.  On 17 November went sick entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford and after 10 days curative care was moved to the Convalescent Training Brigade camp at Parkhouse on 26 November.  On December 6 left for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.  Sapper Bourne embarked on 15 January, 1919 on board H.T. City of Exeter for his voyage home.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 5 February, 1919 he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 2 March, 1919 and then proceeded by transport to Brisbane (1st M.D.)  A report on their arrival was published in the:
News when they arrived in Brisbane was published in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 1 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He resided at 172 Kennigo Street, Fortitude Valley and worked as a labourer from 1919.

For service for his country Private / Sapper 472 William Henry Bourne, 7th Field Corps Engineers / 1st Tunnelling was issued to wear the 1914/15 Star (865), the British War Medal (4642) and the Victory Medal (4573). 

William Henry Bourne died on 9 October, 1935 aged 44 years.  Burial took place in section 7A of Toowong Cemetery within gravesite 137-2.  His brother Michael C. Bourne had been interred there about five years earlier.
PRIVATE ALBERT MAURICE BOURNE

279A – 30th Battalion

Kaeo, Northland, New Zealand was given as the birthplace of Albert Maurice Bourne on 5 December, 1888 the son of Michael and Charlotte (nee Kelly) Bourne.  His early education had been in the State Schools.  He returned to Queensland, Australia with his family when he was eighteen years old.
At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot on 6 November, 1915 the single twenty-six year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and reveal he was 176cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall, weighed 65gs (143lbs) with a chest measurement of 86cms (34ins).  Complexion was dark with brown to blue eyes and had brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Michael Charles Bourne of Brimley, Grenier Street, Toowoomba, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training would have been at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane and initially allotted to “C Coy” 8th Depot Battalion moving to “B Coy” 42nd Battalion on 16 February, 1916.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 279.

The Reinforcements embarked from Sydney (2nd Military District) on the transport HMAT A30 Borda on 5 June, 1916 and disembarked at Southampton on 23 July.

Disciplinary was administered for the following:



Offence:

Larkhill 7/9/16 absent from 6.15 parade



Award:


2 day’s C.B. by O.C. Coy A. Patt. 8/9/16

The next day they marched into the 8th Training Battalion until proceeding overseas to France on 14 October, 1916 to join the 30th Battalion.  His regimental number became 279A.  
He was taken on strength at the 5th Division Base Depot at Etaples on October 16 and the troops proceeded on November 16 to join the battalion in the field and taken on strength the following day.  He went sick to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance on 1 December, 1916 for treatment of trench feet and transferred to the Company Rest Station and rejoined his unit on December 12.

Further disciplinary action was taken as follows:



Offence:

Absent from parade 9 a.m. to 12 noon 16/7/17



Award:


7 days F.P. No 2 19/7/17



Offence:

Drunkenness 2/8/17



Award:


14 days F.P. No. 2 5/8/17

Private Bourne was killed in action in Polygon Wood, Belgium on 10 October, 1917 aged 28 years.
The 1st Military district was advised by cable of his demise who notified his family and a copy of his service was made for War Pension Department on 30 November, 1917.  His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:




The advice received by his parents from the Military was also published in the: 

The Kit Store in London forwarded his personal effects in a package to Base Records on the transport Euripides which included his disc, rosary, jack knife, religious medallion, souvenir bullet, letters, photos and cards and cigar case.  These items were forwarded to his father, who receipted them on 31 May, 1918.

On the first anniversary of his death the following was placed in the:


His father wrote to Base Records on 8 February, 1920 from Sampsonvale, Q as he had seen in the Brisbane Courier that they were advertising for his son’s next-of-kin and he was his father residing at Sampsonvale via Brisbane, care of Mr R.E. Stephens.  

Base Records replied on 12 February, 1920 to the address at 172 Kennigo Street, Valley, Brisbane in connection with his communication of February 6 that his change of address had been noted on the records of his son.  Circulars in connection with memorial inscriptions etc. were being forwarded under separate cover.  These were previously dispatched to him as Brimley, Grenier Street, Toowoomba and returned unclaimed – hence the advertisement.

Private 279A Albert Maurice Bourne, 30th Battalion was issued for his supreme sacrifice the British War Medal (41598) and the Victory Medal (41169) in service for his country.

The pamphlet Where the Australians’ Rest, the Memorial Scroll (334683) and the Memorial Plaque (334683) were also sent to his father in 1922 and 1923.

His father wrote again to Base Records on 4 April, 1922 inquiring if they could kindly let him know if there had been a cross put on his son’s grave yet and a verse he sent to be put on some time ago.  He had heard nothing about it.  Records replied on 21 April to his letter and regretted to advise that no official advice of the registration of the grave of his son had been received.  In the absence of such information it must be reluctantly concluded that the searching parties had not succeeded in locating his final resting place.  Should the grave be discovered a permanent headstone will be erected on which will appear the inscription he selected.  Failing the recovery and identification of the actual remains, it was the intention of authorities to perpetuate the memory of these fallen by means of memorials on which the soldier’s name and regimental details would be inscribed. 

His name appears in the Commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial on panel 116.
At Menin Gate Memorial (Ypres), Belgium his name is inscribed with other Australians who have no known grave on Panels 7 to 31.

A section of the Memorial Walls at Ypres Memorial (Menin Gate) Belgium.

Photo sourced from Commonwealth War Graves Commission

LEST WE FORGET

PRIVATE JOHN THOMAS BOURNE

514 – 42nd Battalion
John Thomas Bourne was born on 21 January, 1878 in Shoalhaven, New South Wales the son of Michael and Charlotte (nee Kelly) Bourne.  He stated he served three years in the Boer War in South Africa.
At the recruiting depot in Toowoomba, Queensland on 21 December, 1915 the thirty-seven year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation papers state his personal details were his birthplace was Inverell, NSW and stood 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighed 76kgs (168lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and black and grey hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Michael Bourne of Texas, Qld and later changed to Brimley, Grenier Street, Toowoomba, Q.  He was sworn in the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 10th Depot Battalion on 23 December until 20 January, 1916 moving to the 36th Battalion to 18 February then allotted to the 42nd Battalion.   On 3 May, 1916 was transferred to C Coy at Thompson’s Paddock, Enoggera.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 514.
Both he and his brother Albert M. Bourne (30th Battalion), embarked from Sydney, NSW on the transport HMAT A30 Borda on 5 June, 1916 and disembarked at Southampton on 23 July and with him going to Larkhill camp.  
The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 25 November, 1916 and joined their Battalion.

Sickness prevailed with bronchitis then mumps during December sending him to hospital until released on 18 January, 1917 to the Base Depot.  On 28 February was invalided to England from the 7th General Hospital in Boulogne with debility on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth.  He entered the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital on March 1 until discharged to furlough on 5 April and went to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and later sent to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs in July, 1917 classed with B1a debility and varicose veins.
On 8 August, 1917 proceeded from Southampton to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles two days later and rejoined his unit on August 27.

He was wounded in action on 8 October, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound to his left arm and admitted to the 20th General Hospital in Camiers the next day from Ambulance train no.14.  
His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:

On 5 March, 1918 was transferred to England from Havre to Weymouth Command Depot.

He embarked from Plymouth for discharge in Australia on board H.T. Marathon on 15 April, 1918 due to rheumatism and old fracture of thigh shortening from exposure and climate.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on April 27 he was on his way home.  
Medical report during the voyage stated he still had pains in his hips and joints.
He arrived in Brisbane on June 10, 1918 and went before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Kangaroo Point Military Hospital.  On arrival in Toowoomba on June 15 the following was reported in the: 
He returned to the military hospital the next day in Brisbane due to rheumatism remaining a patient at No. 6 Aust G.H. until 11 July, 1918.  
His medical report stated:

“Board finds Rheumatism aggravated by service and recommends discharge.  Labour market ½ percent.”
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 24 July, 1918 as medically unfit.

He was granted a military pension to his address at Newington Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane from 25 July.

For his service for his country Private 514 John Thomas Bourne, 42nd Battalion was entitled to wear the British War Medal (18325) and the Victory Medal (17891).

John Thomas Bourne died about 21 May, 1929 aged 51 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:
Burial took place in the family plot in section 7A of Toowong Cemetery within gravesite 137-2 on May 22, 1929.
PRIVATE EDWARD GEORGE BOURNE

2303 – Light Horse Details
Whangarei, New Zealand was the birthplace of Edward George Bourne on 7 June, 1896 the son of Michael and Charlotte (nee Kelly) Bourne.  He returned to Queensland with his family where they resided at Texas, Qld.  He had no military experience as they resided outside a training area.

At the recruiting depot in Roma, Qld on 5 September, 1916 the twenty-one year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.   
Described in Attestation Forms as 184cms (6ft ⅞ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a measurement of 89cms (35ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and dark hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Michael Bourne of Texas, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane on 14 September, 1916 with E Coy, 11th Depot Battalion at Fraser’s Hill camp.

The same day he appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:

Undescended testicle, left Inguinal Hernia



Origin of disability:
since birth



Essential facts:
One testicle was in scrotum till subsequent to an operation for






Left inguinal hernia 22 June, 1916.



Causation:

Indefinite



Present condition:
distinct impulse to the left and a distinct bulging to be noticed






over left inguinal ring.  ? absent from scrotum


Special treatment employed:
Operation 22/6/16


Operation performed:

Yes operation for left inguinal hernia



Recommendation:
Discharge – yes – permanently unfit



Board findings:
Undescended testicle in right canal.  Undescended testicle & hernia





protrusion in left canal.  Sign of operation left.



Caused by service:
Does not apply



Specific conditions:
Does not apply



Livelihood:

Military (condition prior to enlistment)







Enoggera 14/9/16 – Approved 29/9/16

Military Discharge was issued on 14 September, 1916 as medically unfit and not due to misconduct.

Three months later at the recruiting depot in Toowoomba the twenty-one year old labourer re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 4 December, 1916.  Personal particulars taken show he was measured at 183cms (6ft) tall, weighed 65kgs (143lbs) with a chest expansion of 81-87cms (32-34ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and dark hair.  Religion was still the same.  Next of kin nominated were his father and mother Mr and Mrs Michael Bourne of Hume Street, Toowoomba, Q.   He signed and took the Enlistment Oath the same day.

Acknowledgement to the volunteer was published in the:
He returned to Enoggera camp (1st Military District) for basic training with the 11th Depot Battalion from December 7 until 12 January, 1917 when allotted to the Light Horse Regiment as a Trooper with the regimental number 2303.  He later joined the 9th Reinforcements to the 1st Camel Corps.  
In preparation for departure his Will was noted by military authorities lodged with the Public Curator Estates.
The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 10 May, 1917 and disembarked at the Suez on June 20 and he was admitted to the Government Hospital, Suez with inguinal hernia the same day. Three days later was transferred to the 14th Aust General Hospital until discharged on 23 June to the Depot in Abbassia but returned to the 14th A.G.H. in Cairo on 31 August, 1917 with debility where he remained.

On 1 July, 1918 was transferred to Light Horse Details on reorganisation of the Camel Corps until 5 August and sent to Camp Details at Moascar until August 18 then to Rest Camp at Port Said.  On 20 August, 1918 went to the 104th Dental Unit at Jerusalem until 10 October when attached and taken on strength with 73 & 97th Dental Unit at Ludd the following day.  Seven days later marched out to the Rest Camp at Port Said arriving on October 30.  He was there when Peace was declared.
Trooper/Private Bourne embarked for Australia on 1 January, 1919 as an invalid due to a hernia on H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his parents he was on his way home on January 11.  His name was listed in the Returning Soldiers column published in the: 

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 February, 1919 and he proceeded to Broadmeadows camp awaiting the first available transport to Queensland.  Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 12 March, 1919 as medically unfit.

He went to reside at 172 Kennigo Street, Fortitude Valley working as a labourer in 1919 and was still there in 1921.

The British War Medal (28925) was issued to Trooper / Private 2303 Edward George Bourne, 1st Imperial Camel Corps / Light Horse Details for his service in Egypt in a non-Theatre of War.

He married in Brisbane on 16 February, 1925 to Doris Edith Steete and their address was listed at La Trobe Street, Red Hill working as a cellarman.  In 1928 they were at 172 Kennigo Street, Valley with his occupation as a labourer and only he was there in 1931.   In 1936 was registered at 21 Dublin Street, Clayfield and a year later was at Bale Street, Albion with the same occupation. 
He sent a Statutory Declaration to Base Records dated Brisbane on 19 July, 1938 that he had lost his Discharge due to transferring his belongings from one place to another when changing his address.  His address was given as care of Employment Department, Anzac House, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane and his Statement of Service was sent on 5 September, 1938. 

In 1943 and 1949 he was a miner residing at 36 Spring Street, Fortitude Valley and in 1954 was living at 389 St Pauls Terrace, Valley with the same occupation.

Edward George Bourne died on 25 July, 1956 aged 60 years.  Burial took place in the family plot in Toowong Cemetery with section 7A in gravesite 137-2.

Base Records received a request for his Statement of Service from the Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission which was sent on 5 March, 1957. 
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Western Star and Roma Advertiser (Toowoomba) Saturday September 4, 1915:


RECORD RECRUITING


The young men in the western districts continue their noble response to the Empire’s call for volunteers.  Our local recruiting officer (Sergt-Major Lanigan) informed a “Star” representative yesterday that the returned for the last three days had eclipsed any since the outbreak of the war.  From August 31 to September 3, fourteen young men have presented themselves and been passed for the expeditionary forces.


The particulars of our latest contingent are as follows:  Michael C. Bourne, Yeulba	Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Saturday September 11, 1915:


COUNTRY VOLUNTEERS


TOOWOOMBA, September 10.


For the 24 hours ended at 1 p.m. today 34 recruits came forward, and of this number 31 were passed by the examining doctor (Captain David Horn).  Their names were: Michael C. Bourne (Yeulba).														Article abridged





Darling Downs Gazette Tuesday September 10, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 428TH CASUALTY LIST – DOWNS AND WESTERN MEN


The 428th casualty list issued to-day contains the names of the following Downs and Western men:


WOUNDED


	Pte M.C. Bourne, Toowoomba							Article abridged





Darling Downs Gazette Wednesday February 26, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – EXPECTED HOME SHORTLY – BY THE S.S. CERAMIC


The following troops are (privates unless otherwise stated) are returning by the Ceramic which is due shortly:


		M.C. Bourne, Toowoomba						Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday March 20, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – SOLDIERS FROM THE CERAMIC


Troops who returned to Australia a few days ago on the transport Ceramic and are now in quarantine will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 o’clock on Sunday morning, subject to pratique being granted.





Brisbane Courier Thursday March 27, 1919:


THE CERAMIC CONTINGENT – A HEARTY WELCOME HOME


The returned soldiers from the Ceramic, who were released from quarantine yesterday afternoon, had a particularly hearty reception.  As the Koopa turned into the New Farm reach it seemed as if the cords of every hooter, whistle, or siren of all the vessels in the vicinity of the city were pulled simultaneously.  The din continued until the last soldier stepped ashore to receive the warmest of welcomes from the large crowd of relatives, friends and soldier patients who had gathered at the Kangaroo Point Hospital jetty.


The soldiers, who numbered 245, were under the command of Lieut. French.  They had no complaints to make concerning their treatment either on the voyage or in the quarantine camp, where the unavoidable tedium was made more bearable by the untiring efforts of the Red Cross and the other institutions which attend to the welfare of the troops.   									Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday November 18, 1930:


FUNERAL NOTICES


BOURNE.—The Relatives and Friends of Michael Charles Bourne (of Kennigo Street, Valley), late 2nd Pioneer Battalion, A.I.F., are invited to attend his Funeral to move from the Funeral Parlour, Wickham Street, Valley, to-morrow (Wednesday) forenoon, at 10 o’clock to Toowong Cemetery.


								K.M. SMITH.,


								   Funeral Director
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Week (Brisbane) Friday July 14, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTIES


	472/2109 Spr. W.H. Bourne, Texas, Qld – prev. rep. ill;				Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Wednesday March 5, 1919:


QUARANTINED TRANSPORTS – TROOPS MAKE PROTEST


SYDNEY.—Strong protest are being made by the troops on the transport City of Exeter, which arrived on Monday and was quarantined in Chowder Bay, against being kept in quarantine.  It is alleged that the troopship had no sickness whatever since 1st February last, and before this date there were only three cases of mild influenza.


At Melbourne three medical officers took temperature and found no sickness whatever, yet a medical officer boarded her at Sydney and ordered the vessel into quarantine, though he did not inspect anyone or consult with any of the medical officers aboard.  Troopship Captain Carmichael had made such representation to the authorities in Sydney and Melbourne that it was promised that quarantine, would be lifted from the vessel on Wednesday.	


												Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday March 10, 1919:


RETURNING HEROES – 500 MEN ARRIVE ON SATURDAY


Several hundreds of persons gathered in the grounds of the Kangaroo Point Hospital on Saturday to welcome about 500 troops who had returned to Australia by the City of York, City of Exeter and Demosthenes.  The sun streamed down mercilessly on them, but they waited contentedly until the Beaver brought the returning heroes at 2.15 o’clock from Lytton.  


The arrival of the Beaver was welcomed with cheers, both from the hundreds of anxious spectators and from the returning troops.  The Mayor of Brisbane, in the course of a brief speech, assured the troops, on behalf of the City of Brisbane, that the country was proud of them and their deeds of valour.  A few minutes later fond greetings were exchanged between soldiers and their friends, and a happy hour was spent before many of the friends returned to the city.  On the way from Lytton the Red Cross provided refreshments and the No. 1 District Guard Band contributed music.  178 troops and three sisters were from the City of Exeter.	


												Article abridged





The Queenslander Saturday December 8, 1917:


360-31 LISTS


The following Queenslanders were included in Casualty Lists Nos 360 and 361, which were issued last night week.


KILLED IN ACTION


	Albert Maurice Bourne, Toowoomba, 10/10/17					Article abridged





Toowoomba Chronicle Wednesday December 12, 1917:


PERSONAL


Mr and Mrs M. Bourne (Mort-street) have just received from the military (Col Luscombe) the following letter of sympathy in the same loss of their dear son:—It is with much regret that I have to confirm the notification recently conveyed to you through the Roman Catholic clergyman, with regard to casualty to No. 279, Private Albert M. Bourne, 30th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force, and to forward the subjoined extract of the official notification from headquarters: “Killed action 10th October, 30th (late 42nd) Battalion, 279, Albert Morris Bourne.  I would ask you to accept the deep sympathy of the King, Queens and Commonwealth Government in the sad loss that you and the army have sustained.”





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Thursday October 10, 1918:





ROLL OF HONOUR


BOURNE.—In loving memory of Private Albert M. Bourne, killed in action, in France, October 10, 1917.


	Somewhere in France they have laid him,


	  Our soldier so brave and true;


	He fought for our freedom and liberty,


	  And died ‘neat the red, white and blue.


Inserted by his loving father, sisters, and brothers.





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Thursday October 10, 1918:





ROLL OF HONOUR


BOURNE.—In loving memory of Private Albert M. Bourne, killed in France, October 10, 1917.


	Just as his life was brightest,


	  Just as his hopes were best,


	His country called, he answered;


	  In God’s own hands he rests.


Inserted by his loving sister, Mrs Stephens.
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Darling Downs Gazette Friday December 14, 1917:


WOUNDED


	Pte John Thomas Bourne, Toowoomba,						Article abridged





Darling Downs Gazette Saturday June 15, 1918:


HOME ONCE AGAIN – MORE WOUNDED SOLDIERS RETURN – A WARM WELCOME


Bright sunshine and a warm welcome greeted the 156 wounded and invalided soldiers who returned to this State yesterday and passed through Toowoomba in the morning.  Their arrival was somewhat unusual inasmuch as the train carrying the returning men pulled into Toowoomba station several minutes before the scheduled time of 11.15.  A large crowd of Toowoomba people had gathered on the platform to give the men a warm welcome home, but the absence of demonstrative cheering was noted, hearty handshakes and heartfelt words of welcome instead taking its place.  Most of the men appeared to have picked up considerably since wounds and sickness had laid them low, thought there were one or two who did not feel equal to the task of journeying to the station dining room for lunch.  		


There were, however, no cot cases on board.  May original Anzacs were included in the contingent, but as far as could be gathered there were no sick men returned to enjoy the respite of the few weeks’ furlough.  Almost a score of officers were included, these being accommodated in one of the parlour cars.  


The men were in charge of Lieut. Jacob, of New South Wales.


The large gathering on the platform made the work of locating Toowoomba and Downs men somewhat difficult but among those on board were noted the following:


PRIVATE J.T. BOURNE


A day or two before Christmas in 1915 Private J.T. Bourne decided to answer his country’s call and went into camp as a member of the 42nd Battalion.  Proceeding overseas he remained in France for six months when he was wounded at Ypres and Messines.  He is a well-known Toowoomba man and yesterday his parents, who reside in Newintgon-street, Toowoomba, were on hand to gladly welcome home their soldier son.





Telegraph Wednesday May 22, 1929:


FUNERAL NOTICES


BOURNE.—The Relatives and Friends of JOHN THOMAS BOURNE, of Kennigo Street, Valley, late of 42nd Battalion, A.I.F., are invited to attend his Funeral, to move from the Funeral Parlour, Wickham Street, Valley, THIS (Wednesday) AFERNOON, at 3.30 o’clock, to Toowong Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH, Funeral Director
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Darling Downs Gazette Wednesday December 6, 1916:


THE VOLUNTARY ROLL – ONE RECRUIT YESTERDAY


Lieutenant H.M. McMartin, Enlisting Officer, reports that only one volunteer offered himself yesterday as follows:


EDWARD GEORGE BOURNE, Toowoomba.





Queenslander Saturday February 8, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURNING – FOUR BATCHES ON THE WAY


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the Press before disembarkation.


PER H.T. AENEAS


	2303, Pte E.G. Bourne, L.H. Dtls, T’wmba.					Article abridged








