SAPPER JAMES FREDERICK BLACKWOOD
5494 – 1st Tunnelling Company
James Frederick Blackwood was born in Hobart, Tasmania on 1 October, 1886 the son of William (Henry) and Elizabeth Millar (now Britten) Blackwood.  
At the recruiting depot in Queenstown, Tas on 17 April, 1916 the twenty-nine-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 76kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 109cms (42ins) and had a brownish complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right knee and had an exceptional physique but no natural teeth and was referred to the medical board for dental treatment.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth Britten of Molesworth, New Norfolk, Tasmania.  He signed at took the Oath of Allegiance at Queenstown the same day.
Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the:
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Basic training commenced at Claremont camp (6th Military District) from 17 May, 1916 and the following was reported of his arrival in the:
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After basic training was transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements at their training camp in Seymour, Victoria for further instruction and later assigned to the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5494.
An application for a land grant at New Norfolk was advertised in the:
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The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 6 February who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).
Mr C.V. Morgan of Sorell Creek, New Norfolk, Tas wrote to Base Records on 5 June, 1917 asking if they could forward their letter to the said address as he had sent several letters and not one his friend received.  He hoped that he would receive this one and he looked to them, sir, to see that it was addressed right and trusting they would with many thanks.  Noted on the letter was it had been forwarded on 13 June, 1917.

Records replied on 16 June, 1917 advising that the letter to Sapper J.F. Blackwood had been duly forwarded but pointed out that nothing was to be gained by sending letters through their department.  The address of this soldier was also included.

Mr C.V. Morgan wrote again to Base Records on 22 June, 1917 from McArthur Dale, New Norfolk asking if they would oblige in sending his letter to J.F. Blackwood.  Records re-addressed his letter and forwarded it on June 26.  They also replied on June 29 that his letter had been forwarded to the address set out hereunder and a post script stated that mail should be despatched in the ordinary manner, not forwarded through their Office, as this procedure only occasions delay.  
There are no Unit Diaries for September and October, 1917 and the following extract on the movements of the company comes from Captain O.H. Woodward’s unpublished My War Story of the Great War:
“ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS
Subsequent to the battle of the Messines Ridge it was apparent that there would be little if any Military Mining carried out in the Flanders area of the 2nd Army Front.  Tunnelling Companies were therefore allotted duties similar to those of Field Companies or Pioneer Battalions.  The 1st Australian Tunnelling Company was detailed to construct Forward Roads over the recently captured territory around Wytschaete.  

The first stage of the Menin Road Battle commenced at 5 a.m. on the 20th September and was successful, all objectives being reached.

At 5.50 a.m. on the 26th September, the second stage of our attack was launched and so far as the A.I.F. was concerned all objectives were gained on schedule.  

The third stage of the attack was launched at 6 a.m. on the 4th October, and was very successful, over 4,500 prisoners being captured.  The Army was most unfortunate in experiencing wet weather throughout the attacks and this greatly hindered the successes being pushed home as they would otherwise have been.  In wet weather the conditions were indescribable and it was almost impossible to walk over open country. In peace time this area could only be described as being water logged and it seemed to have been made habitable by aid of perfectly graded water courses.  In War these naturally were broken and filled so that the water banked up like a series of miniature lakes and almost every shell hole was filled with water.  Even Tanks bogged to such an extent that they had to be abandoned.  
On the 6th October, with 2 officers and 130 other ranks I started on the construction of the Forward Road from Westhoek Ridge to Zonnebeke.  
We worked continuously on this road from 6th to 10th October inclusive, and from then on every alternate day.  On the intermediate days we were engaged in bringing forward the necessary supplies to road material.  We completed the Road to its junction with the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road on the 18th October.”
The commander of the 1st Army Corps sent a congratulatory dated 12 October, 1917 to Sapper Blackwood expressing his appreciation of gallant services rendered during recent operations.

On 28 October, 1917 went to the 97th Field Ambulance with an old injury to his foot moving to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station a day later.  On 31 October was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to Rouen entering the 6th General Hospital with contusion great toe right foot.  During the 5th to 6th November moved to the 6th General Base Depot then transferred on 7th to 8th to Havre to the Aust General Base Depot remaining until November 17 and returned to his unit re-joining 19 November, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

It was advertised that his photograph would be published in the:

He was sent to the 1st School of Musketry for the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 with his results as:


Sapper went sick on 21 June, 1918 suffering influenza to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance moving to the 3rd Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  Ambulance train no.29 took him to the 1st Aust General Hospital, Rouen admitted on June 24.  Four days later was transferred to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and admitted to the Horton County of London War Hospital at Epsom on 29 June, 1918.
Medical notes stated:  Onset 21 June, 18.  Heart & Lungs nil.  Recovering.

A transfer to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford followed on 15 July with his medical report stating:

Debility B1b.  Transferred to Hurdcott C.D. 3.  There is now some weakness and dyspnoea (breathless on exertion) and slight pain at times in chest.  Slight cough.  Some tachycardia (rapid heart rate).  Pulse rate today 120 per minute.

Discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott four days later with medical notation stating:


Still some pain in chest & dyspnoea on exertion.  Pulse rate 108.  H.I. √.


15/7/18 Pulse rate 84.  Feels fairly fit.


31/7/18 Pulse rate C/0.  Pain in right chest


16/8/18 Still weak


21/8/18 Pain in left chest


28/8/18 C/O pains in chest.  P.R. 100 H.S.


7/9/18   To No. 1 C. Depot 
On 7 September marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny remaining until 3 October then sent to the Overseas Training Brigade in Deverill.  Notes on condition:

1/10/18 Pain in r. side chest - normal

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence: 
Bristol 16/10/18 – AWL from 0001hrs 16/10/18 until 0800hrs 16/10/18



Award:

Admonished by Major O. Fuhrman 

Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

On 27 October, 1918 proceeded overseas to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Marched out for his unit on 10 November and the following day Peace was declared and re-joined on November 12, 1918.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they departed there on April 10 for England arriving a day later marching into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill.

After demobilisation Sapper Blackwood embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his sister on 26 June that he was returning home.

His name was listed as a soldier returning and published in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 July, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

From there the Tasmanian soldiers returned to Hobart (6th M.D.) 
Sapper appeared before the medical board on 8 August, 1919 and his statement of case reads:

Schrp. Wd. Right foot – Oct 12, 1917 France.  Some disability still.

Trench Fever – June, 1918.  Chest weak and sore

No other disability.

Stable disability right foot.        (sgd.) J. Blackwood.

Present condition:    Heart & lungs clear.  Right big toe [unreadable word] joint enlarged
Board opinion: caused by military service

Improvement: 6 months

Labour market: 25% for 6 months

Recommend:  discharge

No further treatment.  Approved 9/8/19.  Copy made for War Pensions 11/8/19.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 15 September, 1919 was medically unfit.

The 6th Military District forwarded all medical and service documents to Base Records on 27 September, 1919 advising that this soldier returned on 13 July and was discharged on 15 September as medically unfit.

He married in Launceston on 18 December, 1919 to Gladys Mary Kearnan.

The British War Medal (6528) and the Victory Medal (6367) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 5494 James Frederick Blackwood, 1st Tunnelling Company.
The Tasmanian Department of Repatriation requested on 26 September, 1921 particulars of service abroad for this soldier from Base Records.  A full statement of his service was prepared on 30 September and dispatched the following day.

He collected both his War Medals from Anglesea Barracks, Hobart receipting their form on 29 December, 1922.

He and his wife were living at 40 Balfour Street, Launceston with his occupation as a labourer in 1922.

James Frederick Blackwood passed away on 23 October, 1923 aged 36 years in the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart.  Announcements were placed in the: 


Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery with in section VV in grave no. 216.  
He has a Commonwealth War Grave.


The following memorial notice was placed in the:

Mrs Gladys Blackwood died in 1956.
© Donna Baldey 2023
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Daily Post (Hobart) Friday May 12, 1916:


TASMANIA – QUEENSTOWN RECRUITS


(From Our Own Correspondent)


Recruits to leave Queenstown for Claremont during the week ended Thursday, were Privates: James Blackwood


						Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday June 3, 1916:


THE NEW ARMY – RECRUITING IN TASMANIA


The undermentioned men (30) entered the Claremont Camp on Monday and Tuesday: Privates J.F. Blackwood


						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Thursday October 12, 1916:


RECORDED OF TITLES’ OFFICE TASMANIA


APPLICATION FOR GRANTS TO LANDS


Notice is hereby given that unless caveat be lodged with the Recorded of Titles by some person having estate of interest in the lands hereinafter described on or before the date in each case specified, Grants will issue for the same, under “The Real Property Act.”   Plans may be inspected at the above office.


TOWN OF NEW NORFOLK 2 roods—fronting Derwent Bridge and Montagu streets and adjoining land belonging to M.L.R. Officer.  Being part of 2r 12p originally located to Patrick Wood, through whom and Robert Officer, Jemina Officer, James Blackwood, Richard Blackwood, Charles Whyles Officer, John James Clarkes and Robert Simpson, Suetonius Henry Officer and William Officer, The Trustees Executors and Agency Company Limited, Frank Pilkinton Brett, Mrs Brett and Ellen Agnes Officer, Alexander George Webster and Charles Ernest webster and William Moore applicant now claims.


MARY LILLIAS RIGG OFFICER (Application No. 1270G. Caveat must be lodged on or before the 25th day of October, 1916.





Spr James F. Blackwood


Photo sourced from Ancestry submitted by morvic191 on 29/10/2009





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday December 19, 1917:


THE EMPIRE’S CALL


Sap. J.F. Blackwood


AND


OTHER PICTURES


THE “COURIER”


WILL BE PUBLISHED TOMORROW FORENOON


PRICE--SIXPENCE





MUSKETRY:


	No. 1 Section 					19-6-18


Squad Sergeant: Sergt J. Curran  


Squad No. 4					First School MUSKETRY


					Fortnight ending 9-6-18


No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


5494	Spr		Blackwood			15		16		20		51


		 Average per man	 20.3		 12.3		  21.2


   Total Average 54.3


Possible           70	





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday July 19, 1919:


PER H.T. AENEAS


Spr. J.F. Blackwood, New Norfolk					Article abridged





Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday October 30, 1923:


DEATHS


BLACKWOOD—On October 23, 1923, at Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, James Frederick, the dearly beloved husband of Gladys M. Blackwood, Knocklofty Terrace, West Hobart, in his 36th year, leaving a wife and two young children to mourn their loss.  Late Sapper, 1st Tunnelling Co. A.I.F. (Launceston papers place copy.)





FUNERAL NOTICES


BLACKWOOD—Funeral of the late James F. Blackwood, late Sapper 1st Tunnelling Co. A.I.F. will move from the Repatriation Hospital Barracks, on Tuesday Afternoon (This Day), at 2.30 o’clock, for Cornelian Bay Cemetery.


CLARK BROS


Funeral Undertakers





Commonwealth War Grave in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 


and used with permission





Mercury (Tas) Tuesday October 28, 1924:


IN MEMORIAM


BLACKWOOD. —In loving memory of my dead husband, James Frederick, and our dear daddy, who passed away at the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, on October 23, 1923.


	Absent from the body


	Present with the Lord.


Inserted by his ever-loving wife and family.


BLACKWOOD—In loving memory of my dear son and brother, Sapper James Frederick Blackwood, who departed this life at the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, on October 26th, 1923.


“At Rest.”


The charmed circle broken,


	A dear voice missed, day by day,


From its accustomed place,


	But cleaned and saved


What would we give to clasp his hand,


	His dear face to see,


Just to hear his loving voice,


	Which meant so much to me.


No sympathy is needed now,


	His cares are all at rest;


But happy are we who to-day can say,


	We loved him and did our best.


Inserted by his mother and sisters and brother, Ern, Ethel and Jean and [blurred]








