SAPPER EDWIN BIRD   M.M.
4275 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Bendigo, Victoria was the birthplace of Edwin (Ted) William Bird about 1877 the son of Edwin Henry and Dorothy Alice (nee Gilchrist) Bird.  He had served an apprenticeship in Bendigo for six years.  From 1903 to 1910 he was listed as a baker residing at 51 Bourke Street, Kalgoorlie and in 1915 was at Head of Road, Trans-Australian Railway working as a baker.
At the recruiting depot in the Goldfields Senior Cadets Hall, Kalgoorlie on 22 January, 1916 the almost forty year old baker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address as Bourke Street, Kalgoorlie and was single, 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall with a chest expansion of 97-102cms (38-40½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed which added further information he weighed 76kgs (168lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and had brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother D. Alice Bird of 51 Bourke Street, Kalgoorlie and later 145 Cambridge Street, Leederville, W.A. and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He was sworn in on 1 February, 1916.  Basic training commenced at Blackboy Hill camp near Perth.
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the: 
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Sapper Bird arrived at the camp on March 23 where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.  His regimental number was 4275.  The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

News of the Company’s activities were published in:
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 The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.

The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.  The Company proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 and were taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 30 September.

Sapper Bird was wounded in action on 28 October, 1916 and taken to the 2 / 3 London Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound to the right foot and transferred to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station.  

The following is extracted from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company for that day:

“1300 Spr Cassin, W.F. & 4725 Spr Bird, E. wounded 28/10/16”

Two days later was transferred to the 25th General Hospital in Hardelot for further treatment and sent on 6 November to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  
Base Records sent the following Telegram to his mother:

His mother’s reply on 25 November by Telegram read:
He marched out on 23 November to rejoin his unit.

Comfort Funds had arrived from Kalgoorlie and been distributed and the recipients returned thanks which were published in the:

Base Records wrote in reply on 27 November, 1916 to her Telegram stating that the only report received there was that he was wounded.  The nature of his wound and the hospital in which he was located were at present unknown here, but upon receipt of information and any later reports you will be promptly advised.  His wound was not stated to be serious, however, in absence of further reports, favourable progress may be assumed.  The usual practice of Overseas Authorities was only to notify this Department of any material change in soldier’s condition.  They gave his address saying that Wounded should be legibly endorsed in red ink. 
A brave rescue was made by Sapper Bird and described as follows:
The following comes from the Official History of The Great War by C.E.W. Bean on the Tunnelling Companies.  This extract is from the section “The Work at Hill 70” which mentions the following:

“The rescue work was organised by Lieutenant O.R. Howie (Collie W.A.)

On November 27th, when a mine had been charged and was about to be tamped for explosion, the Germans blew a camouflet which exploded the Australian charge, killing 20 miners and gassing Lieutenant Russel and 8 other ranks.  Next day the Germans blew again killing two Australian miners.  

A brave rescue was effected by Sapper E. Bird (Kalgoorlie, W.A.) and a comrade who, after getting clear, found that another man had been left behind and went back and brought him out.” 

The After War Report from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company’s entry for that day also states:
“On 28/11/16 the enemy exploded another camouflet (at 36.c.S.W.1. N.1.a.45.95). Slight damage done to our workings in the vicinity of the blow.  The casualties were 3 O.Rs mine gassed, 1 O.R. wounded & 2 O.Rs. killed.





4224  Spr  Allen, J.  killed





  970    “     Cockton, H. killed





4364    “     James, H.L.  wounded.

On this date, at the time of the explosion, Sapper E. Bird was in a gallery with three other men, one of whom was killed out-right, the remaining 3 men were knocked over by the concussion & affected with gas.  Sapper Bird & another reached the shaft, but on finding that one man had been left behind, returned to the drive at once and brought him out, half carrying, half dragging the almost insensible man up the 100ft shaft.  On reaching the top Sapper Bird collapsed through shock & gas.”  

News arrived of the casualty in Kalgoorlie and was reprinted in the:
Further thanks for the Gifts of Comfort were returned and published in the:
Sapper Bird had been recommended for a Military Medal and this was awarded officially on 19 February, 1917.
The following report for his ribbon presentation was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

Two Blue Chevrons were issued on 1 June, 1917 to wear on his uniform for service abroad.

Base Records sent the following to his mother dated 31 July, 1917:

I have much pleasure in forwarding hereunder copy of extract from Sixth Supplement No. 29953 to the London Gazette dated 16 February, 1917 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by your son No. 4275 Sapper E. Bird, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to award the Military Medal for bravery in the field to the undermentioned soldier:

No. 4275    Sapper   Edwin  Bird
They also advised that this had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 116 on 25th July, 1917.

He attended a Course at the end of 1917 with the results recorded in the 3rd Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary: 
FIRST ARMY MINE SCHOOL

Instructional Course in Wombat Boring

Ending 20.12.17

Sapper
7238

Barnes, W.V.


Good

Sapper 5015

Smith, S.G.


Good

Sapper 5823

Robinson, J.


Good

Sapper 5829

Sheehan, G.


Very Good

Sapper 1042

Johnson, J.


Good

Sapper 4436

Pickett, H.


Good

Sapper 4406

Morton, J.


Good

Sapper 4275

Bird, E.



Good










22/12/17

His mother advised Base Records on 28 January, 1918 that her address was 122 Cambridge Street, Leederville, W.A.
His service continued and was counted still serving in an audit of the Company on 26 April, 1918.

Leave was granted from 11 October, 1918 and rejoined his Unit on 27 October, 1918 in time to share in the news that Peace had been declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by defusing booby traps on roads and bridges left by the enemy.

His appointment was recorded in the Unit Diary as follows:
“On 22/12/18, the following Regimental Canteen Committee was appointed to take over from the committee appointed by C.R.O. 1146: -



President
Lieut K. Bryon Moore



Members
Lieut R.J. Cavanagh





8006 Spr Taylor, E.Y.





7681 Spr Jones, C.T.





7119 Spr Meeks, E.A.





4275 Spr Bird, E. MM”
Sapper was attached for instruction with the 1st Field Battery on 12 January, 1919 and detached on 15 March rejoining his unit on 28 March, 1919.
At his request his Military Medal was forwarded to his mother on 14 January, 1919 at 31 Norwood Street, Leederville, W.A. and receipted by her on 22 January, 1919.
Orders were issued on 6 May, 1919 to report to the A.G.B.D. to prepare for demobilisation and they departed three days later crossing the English Channel and marching into No. 4 Group camp on May 11, 1919.

After demobilisation his voyage to Australia commenced on 21 June, 1919 on board H.T. Konigin Luise. The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 2 August, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:


At the disembarkation Medical Board at the No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle the following injuries were noted:


Gunshot wound right forearm

Oct, 1916
5/52



Gunshot wound right foot

Aug, 1917
not evac.



Any illness on service

No



Soldier’s statement of present condition – good







(Sgd) E. Bird



Heart, Lungs, Other organs, hearing - 
clear



Any abnormality


Confirmed:
4/8/19

Military discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 17 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company his name is listed with the award recipients as follows:

Sapper 4275 Edwin Bird, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear with his Military Medal, the British War Medal (11066) and the Victory Medal (10939).
In 1922 his address was Cavanagh Street, Darwin, N.T. working as a baker. 

The Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was despatched on 9 October, 1924 to him care of his last known mother’s address but his mother had passed away in 1923 and the letter returned “unknown by letter carrier.”  Another letter was sent to him at Carnarvon, W.A. on 9 December, 1924. 
His last listing in Electoral Rolls was a baker residing at 36 Reserve Street, Fremantle in 1949.

Edwin William Bird, late of Claremont, passed away on 20 July, 1952 aged 77 years.  Arrangements were published in the:


He is memorialised in the Crematorium Rose Gardens on Niche Wall O position 234.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Monday 24 January, 1916:


KALGOORLIE


At Kalgoorlie the latest recruits are: E. Bird, H.T. Blinman, J.J. Boya, C. Quinn, E.F. Rehm, A Brockley, B. Thornton, R. Gee, J.G. McAllanney, making 288 accepted so far this month.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No.6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men.





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





RW								MRS A. BIRD


									51 BOURKE STREET


									KALGOORLIE  WA


	REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVATE EDWARD BIRD WOUNDED WIL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF 


ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


							BASE RECORDS  22/11/16





PERTH


				BASE RECORDS DEFENCE DEPARTMENT MELBOURNE


	YOUR WIRE MY SON EDWIN BIRD WOUNDED WOULD BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE ADVICE


	CONCERNING NATURE OF WOUNDS AND WHETHER SERIOUS


							ALICE BIRD


							   145 CAMBRIDGE STREET WEST LEEDERVILLE


								LATE 51 BOURKE ST, KALGOORLIE





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday November 13, 1916:


COMFORTS FOR SOLDIERS


WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Some months ago Mrs Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, sent a parcel, 11 lb in weight and containing socks, mittens, handkerchiefs, chewing gum, soap, cheese, lollies, etc., to the No. 6 Tunnelling Co., and she has now received the following letter of thanks from Sergeant E.G. Dodd on behalf of the company: “It affords me great pleasure to write to tell you that your parcel was received by me, and distributed among the men of No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  I don’t think that anything has been more appreciated, and as the company left the following day for the line, it gave them much pleasure to know they are still in the thoughts of their own townspeople.”  The following signatures were attached:  Ted Bird, 4275;			Names abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday December 12, 1916:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mr W.E. James, of Bourke-street, has been advised that Sapper Edwin (Ted) Bird, of the 3rd Tunnellers’ Corps, has been wounded in France.  Sapper Bird was a former resident of Bourke-street, and is very well known in Kalgoorlie.





Daily News Friday December 15, 1916:


MAINLY ABOUT PEOPLE


Sapper Edwin Bird, of the 3rd Tunnellers’ Corps, Kalgoorlie, has been wounded in action.  He is well known on the goldfields.





Western Argus Tuesday February 6, 1917:


GIFTS FOR FIRING LINE


WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Mrs R.M Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, has received the following acknowledgement, written in the firing line, France, on November 20, from Sergeant Fred. Thompson, on behalf of his section—“Once again I have to thank your club for a parcel of gifts containing socks, cigarettes, soap, mittens, writing paper etc.  The gits were distributed by ballot this afternoon under the supervision of Corporal John McKenzie, and the signatures of the recipients are attached.  E. Bird,					Names abridged





“On 24/4/17 A review of the Company was held at Braquemont when the 1st Corps Commander, Sir Arthur Holland, K.C., D.S.O., M.V.O., decorated the following O.Rs with ribbons of the medals they had won: -





1176 2/Cpl Street, L.A. 	– D.C.M. 		1300 Spr Cassin, W.F. 	– M.M.


1051 2/Cpl Jackson, E.E. – M.M.  		4207 Spr Berry, J.W.   	-  M.M.


1102 Cpl McKay, W.A.	- D.C.M.		4400 Spr Monaghan, J.A.  -  M.M.


  978 Spr Crawforde, E.A.- M.M.		4275 Spr Bird, E. -  M.M.


				& Lt O.R. Howie”





The Daily News Saturday August 2, 1919:


TRANSPORT MOVEMENTS


The Navy Office advises the movements of vessels as follows:


Konigin Luise, due Fremantle 9 p.m. to-day.  Medical inspection will commence at 8 a.m. to-morrow, and if granted pratique, troops will disembark at E shed about 11 o’clock.





HONOURS AND AWARDS – 3rd Aust Tnlg. Co.





   No		Rank		Name			Award				Correct or Approx.


											  Date of Award


4275		Sapper		E. Bird			MM				      11/12/1916





FUNERAL NOTICES


BIRD—The Funeral of the late Edwin William Bird, M.M., 3rd Tunnelling Company, 1st A.I.F. and of 216 Stirling-Highway, Claremont, leaves our Chapel, 20 Angrove-Street, North Perth at 3.15 o’clock TOMORROW (Wednesday) arriving at the Crematorium, Karrakatta at 3.45 o’clock.


A.J. PURSLOWE and CO.


BIRD—W.A. Operative Bakers’ Union:  The Members of the above Union are respectfully requested to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Member Mr Edwin William Bird, Crematorium 3.45 o’clock TOMORROW (Wednesday).


								G. REID, President


								T. NIELSON, Secretary





West Australian Tuesday July 22, 1952:


DEATHS


On July 20, 1952, at Perth, Edwin William Bird, beloved brother of Frank (Collie), Arthur (Melbourne), Irene (Mrs J.S. Wilson, Adelaide), May (Mrs M.L. Brennan, Sydney), Daisy (Mrs G. Kirkpatrick, Claremont), Rose (Mrs Ransom, deceased), Doris (Mrs Iffla, deceased) and Clara (Mrs Gascoigne, deceased); aged 77 years.








