SAPPER DAVID EDWARD BIRD

3267 – 1st Tunnelling Company

He was born David Edward Bird between April and June of 1890 in London, Middlesex, England the son of David and Margaret Bird.  His father was a cow keeper in 1901 and had a sister Mary.  As a young man he came to Australia.

At the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Qld on January 12, 1916 he passed the medical examination after applying for active service abroad.  Attestation sheets were completed giving personal particulars of the twenty-five year old labourer as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall and weighing 55.9kgs (123lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-88cms (32½-34½ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right hand and right cheek and four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Church of England was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Margaret Bird of Maynford, Norfolk, England.  He took and signed ‘The Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Basic training commenced as a Private on January 27, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp, Brisbane until March 22, 1916 when he was transferred to join other recruits at the Miners’ Depot.  The recruits formed part of the No. 4 Company which embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections. The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3267 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.   

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 10, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.  They arrived at the Perham Down’s camp for further training for the front.

The reinforcements departed England and proceeded in France on August 29, 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day.  On September 30, 1916 Sapper Bird was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

He was taken sick to the 4th London Field Ambulance on December 16, 1916 and admitted with P.U.O (Pyrexia) Uncertain Origin) when recovered returned to his unit on December 22, 1916.

He received Blue Chevrons for twelve months service in 1917.

During his service he received no injuries or wounds and suffered no further sickness.  He proceeded on leave on March 5 and rejoined his unit on March 21, 1918.

Still serving with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the country’s rehabilitation of roads, bridges or drainage.

Leave to the United Kingdom was granted on January 13, 1919 and enjoyed from January 15 to January 29, 1919 returning to join his unit on February 11, 1919.

The following day his unit was recalled to Base Depot on February 12, 1919 to prepare for their return to England.  They departed on February 24 and crossed the English Channel marching in to No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse.

On February 27, 1919 a Kit Inventory was taken and the following items were noted:

Hat Badge, Boots, Braces, Brushes - Shaving & Tooth, Comb, Greatcoat, Khaki Felt Hat, Holdall, Cardigan, Razor & Case, 2 Flannel Shirts, 1 singlet, 3 Woollen socks, Spoon, Chin Strap, Towel, 2 Collar Badges, Breeches, Jacket, Boot Laces, Putties, 2 Australia Titles and a Sea Kit Bag.

He was issued the same day with a hair brush, singlet and towel and his final medical examination was also held that day and the finding was – Fit for General Service.

On March 20, 1919 he went to the R.B.A.A. camp at Heytesbury and on April 1, 1919 following a Kit Inventory was issued with a khaki drill suit.  

After demobilisation Sapper Bird departed London on April 20, 1919 on board the H.T. Boonah for the voyage home to Australia.  The ship arrived in Melbourne Vic (3rd M.D.) on June 8, 1919 and he was transhipped to the Sardinia for Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) disembarking in Brisbane, (1st M.D.) on June 14.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on June 14, 1919 he appeared before the Medical Board for assessment and was without any disability to which he signed in agreement to.  He was declared dentally fit.  Discharge was recommended the following day by District Headquarters.

Discharge at the termination of his period of enlistment was issued in Brisbane, Qld on July 27, 1919.  Later that year he was working at Hope Island, Southport, Qld as a labourer.  

The British War Medal (18106) and the Victory Medal (17675) were issued to Sapper 3267 David Edward Bird, 1st Tunnelling Company for his service to his country.

In 1925 his address was care of J. Hicks, Home Hill, Qld and in 1936 was at Macknade, Ingham changing to Halifax, Ingham the following year.  By 1949 was living at 39 Lower Fort Street, Darling Harbour, Sydney and a wharf labourer and in 1954 at 96-98 York Street, Darling Harbour with the same occupation.  In 1957 he was a waterside worker residing at the Federal Hotel, Townsville.

[image: image1.jpg]


David Edward Bird passed away in Townsville on March 25, 1957 aged 67 years.  The Townsville Daily Bulletin published the following notice on Tuesday March 26, 1957:

In the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Wednesday March 27, 1957 these public announcements appeared:
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His unmarked grave is located in the Belgian Gardens Cemetery, Townsville, Qld in Section F, Sub-division 11 in Grave No. 233.

On July 11, 1960 the Public Curator’s Office in Townsville wrote to Base Records advising of his death and after enquiries by their office found no relatives could be located.  The deceased left no estate and the Curator had no affairs to administer on his behalf.  In his possession was his Certificate of Military Discharge which was returned to Base Records.  Acknowledgement was requested by the Curator’s Office and was duly sent by Base Records on July 20, 1960.
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TO-DAY


A 67 year old waterside worker, David Edward Bird, collapsed and died while hosing down a wharf at Townsville about 4.30 on Monday afternoon.  Bird, a native of London, came to Townsville from Sydney about 1941 to commence work on the waterfront.  He resided at the Federal Hotel, South Townsville.  Police on Monday night had been unable to contact relatives.





FUNERAL NOTICE


BIRD—The Relatives and Friends of DAVID EDWARD BIRD (Late Federal Hotel, South Townsville) are respectfully invited to attend his FUNERAL which will move from The Mortuary Chapel, Hanran Street, City, THIS (Wednesday) MORNING at 10.30 o’clock for internment in the New Cemetery.


TOWNSVILLE FUNERAL DIRECTORS


‘Phone Day 4037                                                                       Night X1441


R.S.S.A.I.L.A.


Townsville Sub-Branch


MEMBERS of the above are respectfully invited to attend the FUNERAL of their late COMRADE-in-Arms, DAVID EDWARD BIRD (late Sapper 1st Aust. Tunnelling Coy, A.I.F.) which will move as above.


		F. McDONALD, Sub-Branch Sec.





WATERSIDE WORKERS FEDERATION of AUSTRALIA


Townsville Branch


MEMBERS of the above are respectfully invited to attend the FUNERAL of their late MEMBER, DAVID EDWARD BIRD which will move as above.


		W. FORD, Sub-Branch Sec.








