SAPPER CLARENCE HERBERT REUBEN BIRD

6101 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

In 1894 at Collingwood, Vic, Clarence Herbert Reuben Bird was born the son of Charles Reuben and Emily (nee Matthews) Bird.  His occupation was a linesman and resided at Clifton Hill, Victoria.  

At twenty-two years of age he applied to enlist for active service abroad on August 16, 1916 at the recruiting office in Melbourne.  Passing the medical examination personal information on enlistment states he was 177cms (5ft 9¾ins) tall, weighed 80kgs (176lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-102cms (37-40ins).  Complexion was medium with grey eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks noted were four vaccination scars on his left arm, scars on both knees, over left eye and back of his neck and a mole in the small of his back.  His faith was Methodist.  Next-of-kin was his father Charles Bird of Darling Street, Capetown, South Africa and later changed to Fletchers Chambers, Capetown.

He was sent to the Engineers’ Reinforcement camp in Seymour, Vic for basic training commencing on August 30, 1916.  During his training he was granted Final Home Leave from October 3 to October 6 and was transferred to the December 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies about October 24, 1916.  His regimental number was 6101 in the rank of Sapper.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  They marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the S.S. Onward on January 28, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the following day.

His civilian career as a linesman would benefit the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was attached from the Reinforcements on February 24, 1917.

On May 3, 1917 Sapper Bird was wounded accidentally and taken to the 11th Canadian Field Ambulance and later moved to the 73rd Casualty Clearing Station being admitted with abrasions face and right hand and shattered fingers of the left hand.  He was admitted to the 23rd C.C.S. then to the Special Hospital at the 57th C.C.S. before entering the 58th C.C.S. Special Hospital for further treatment on May 4.

A wire was sent to the Special Hospital for the latest report on him the next day and their reply from Busnes stated:


“Progress and general condition excellent, but serious permanent disability of injured left hand.”

Base Records advised his father that he had been accidentally injured on May 25, 1917.

On June 7, 1917 at Roclincourt, a Court of Inquiry was held for the purpose of investigating and recording the circumstances of Sapper Bird’s personal injuries received while being attached to the 176th Company, Royal Engineers.

Corporal J. Lockyer of the 176th Company R.E. was a witness and stated:


“About 10 a.m. on the 3rd of May, 1917 I was in charge of a squad of the 176th Company R.E.

assisting to salvage a German Electrical Engine from one of the German galleries on Vimy Ridge.

I had been up and down the shaft several times bringing up minor parts of the engine and I noticed Sapper Bird removing enemy hand-grenades from the shaft to clear the road to enable us to bring up the engine from the shaft.  I heard an explosion and I at once went to the shaft and saw blood pouring from Sapper Bird’s left hand – a finger or more had been blown off.  He was attended to by an ambulance orderly who was nearby.  It was absolutely necessary to clear the debris away.”

Private W. Dryburgh of the 9th Loyal North Lanes also attached to the 176th Company R.E. stated:

“About 10 o’clock in the morning of the 3rd of May, 1917 I was one of the squad assisting to salve an enemy engine from a gallery when I heard an explosion.  I immediately came to the mouth of the sap and saw Sapper Bird had been injured.  His left hand was bleeding and he was at once attended to by an ambulance orderly.  Just previous to explosion I noticed Sapper Bird cleaning away debris to enable us to move the engine out.  I don’t know what caused the explosion.”

A statement from Sapper Bird dated 2 June 1917 was read to the Court.

The Court found that injuries received by Sapper Bird were accidentally caused whilst on duty and that no one was to blame.

“Sapper Bird was assisting to salvage an enemy engine from an enemy gallery on the Vimy Ridge and was clearing away some debris to enable the engine to be removed when an explosion occurred, probably a bomb.”

On June 15, 1917 he was admitted to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples and two days later transported to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth entering the Horton County of London Hospital at Epsom.

His father was advised on July 10, 1917 by Base Records that he was improving and on August 24 that he was progressing favourably.  On September 4 news that he was convalescent was sent to him.

Discharged to furlough on August 28 he was to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on September 12, 1917.  The same day he was medically assessed and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
Lacerated fingers by bomb – loss fingers, wounds


Date of disability:
3 May, 1917

         Origin of disability:
Vimy Ridge

    Essential facts:
Bomb exploded lacerating thumb, index and middle finger on left hand





Half of thumb, index finger amputated

         Cause of disability:
Bomb


          Caused by:
Active Service


          Present Condition:
Wounds on fingers healed, cannot close the fist but can flex the fingers


Disability caused:
In action


 Court of Inquiry:
Yes 12 June 1917, Busnes.  Opinion: Accident

      Operation performed:
Trimming and ? of bones


Recommendation:
Permanently unfit for general service and temporarily unfit for service in





Australia 


16/9/17 Weymouth


            Approved:
28/9/17

Sapper Bird embarked on October 19, 1917 on the transport H.T. Port Lyttleton for discharge in Australia due to lacerated fingers by a bomb.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  A request for Special Leave was granted to disembark at Capetown sanctioned by the A.I.F. Depot and the General Officer Commanding the South African Military Command for ‘leave of absence without pay’ to visit his parents.  After about twenty days leave he embarked with the sailing of the next transport which was H.M.A.T. Berrima on December 6, 1917.

Medical notes on his condition during the remainder of the voyage state his wounds had healed and his disability was classed as ‘A’.

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on December 30, 1917 and he entered the 11th Aust General Hospital the same day.  Notes on his condition dated 15/1/19 were:


Present condition:
Terminal phalange of thumb and forefinger missing.  Bad scars.  Painful





middle finger, badly scarred.  Cannot use hand well.


Present incapacity:
75%

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on February 2, 1918 as medically unfit with disability of lacerated fingers by bomb and granted a pension from the following day of sixty shillings per fortnight which was to be sent to 27 John Street, Clifton Hill, Vic.

He married Catherine Alma Lange in 1918 and their residence was at 32 Jackson Street, Northcote and his occupation was electrician.

The British War Medal (59482) and the Victory Medal (57868) were issued to Sapper 6101 Clarence Herbert Reuben Bird, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for serving his country.

The War Medal was collected from Victoria Barracks on September 21, 1921 and his Victory Medal was returned uncollected to Base Records on May 10, 1923.  A notice was sent advising that this medal could be collected from the City Council, Melbourne Town Hall and he receipted delivery of the package on July 12, 1923. 

A Statement of Service was issued on January 15, 1925 to the Repatriation Department in Melbourne, Vic.

Their home remained at 32 Jackson Street, Northcote with his occupation listed as electrician until it is recorded in 1942 as 18 South Crescent, Northcote.  In 1963 Safety Beach, Dromana was their retirement home and from 1972 onwards are listed at 130 Marine Drive, Safety Beach, Vic.

Clarence H.R. Bird passed away on October 20, 1984.  
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