SAPPER JAMES HAROLD BINDON
1408 – 1st Tunnelling Company

James Harold (Jim) Bindon stated he was born in Nowra, New South Wales in 1895 the son of Henry Burton and Mary Ann Bindon.  
In 1915 the following was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Sydney, NSW on 28th July, 1915 the single nineteen year old farm hand applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Consent of a parent would have to have been given as he was under twenty-years of age.  Attestation forms describe him as 164cms (5ft 4¾ins) tall, weighing 53.3kgs (124lbs) with a chest expansion of 76-85cms (30-33½ins).  Complexion was fair with good vision in his blue eyes and had brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mary Bindon of Shoalhaven Street, Nowra, NSW

He reported to the A.I.F. Infantry Depot at Liverpool camp and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ on August 5 and allotted on 11 September for basic training with the Depot Company Battalion remaining until 13 February, 1916.  On 14 February he was transferred to the 1st Reinforcements, Mining Corps who were in the last stages of preparation before embarkation.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental no. 1408.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 1 June, 1916 he was taken to the 13th General Hospital at Wimereux with a crushed left  hand and right ankle from an accident then conveyed to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal from Boulogne four days later and admitted to hospital (unnamed) for further treatment.  On July 13 was transferred from the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield to the Convalescent Hospital at Epsom.  Was discharged from Woodcote Park after treatment on 27 October to his left ankle (slight) from a fall to furlough and to report to Perham Down’s camp on November 11, 1916.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following at the No.1 Command Depot:



Offence:
Perham Downs Absent without Leave from 2.30 p.m. 11/11/16 till 4 p.m.





20/11/16.  Giving a false address when proceeding on furlough



Award:

8 days detention by Lt-Col Knox


Total forfeiture:
18 day’s pay

On 21 November, 1916 marched out from the Depot to Perham Downs classified with B1A debility.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred on 24 December, 1916 to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

While at the No.4 Command Depot at Wareham the following occurred:



Offence:
Wareham A.W.L. from 9 p.m. 1/2/17 till midnight 6/2/17



Award:

144 hours detention by Capt. J.E. Herbert





In custody awaiting trial 1 day


Total forfeiture:
13 day’s pay       12/2/17

On 23 March, 1917 at Wareham Sapper was transferred from the 1st Tunnelling Company to the 66th Battalion and taken on strength as a Private.  He marched in from the Infantry Drafting Depot to Perham Downs on 4 April, 1917.

Further action was taken while at Wareham camp:



Offence:
Wareham A.W.L. from tattoo 3/4/17 until 2 p.m. 4/4/17



Award:

1 day F.P. No. 2 [field punishment] by Lt-Col W.K.S. MacKenzie





In custody awaiting trial 4 days being sent by escort to Perham Downs

Total forfeiture:
7 day’s pay

Private was taken on strength on 25 April, 1917 with the 62nd Battalion at Windmill Hill.

The following were dealt with by authorities:



Offence:
Wareham 3/6/17 A.W.L. 3 p.m. till apprehended 9.15 p.m. 4/6/17



Award:

7 days CB [confined at barracks] by Lt-Col J.M. Logan


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay R.W. 10 shillings

Offence:
Wareham 16/6/17 being out of bounds when apprehended by M.P. at



6.15 p.m. 16/6/17

Award:

3 days F.P. No. 2 by Lt-Col J.M. Logan   19/6/17



Offence:
Fovant 16/7/17 A.W.L. from 8.30 a.m. 16/6/17 till he surrendered himself





at 7.30 p.m. 28/7/17



Award:

13 day’s detention by Lt-Col Logan 30/7/17





In custody awaiting trial 1 day


Total forfeiture:
27 day’s pay

Private went sick on 1 August, 1917 from Fovant to the 16th Field Ambulance and transferred to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.  After eleven days curative care was discharged to the Convalescent Training Brigade Depot.  Marched out on 11 October for the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  Rank became bugler.  The following day was classed with B1a3 debility.
He was then transferred back to the 1st Tunnelling Company by authority of 6th Division Details.

On 28 December, 1917 was noted Absent without Leave from Hurdcott and apprehended in London by the 26 Anzac Provost Corps on 4 January, 1918 and returned from absence to face his punishment.



Offence:
Hurdcott 29/12/17 A.W.L. from midnight 28/12/17 – 6 a.m. 4/1/18



Award:

7 day’s No.2 F.P. by Lt-Col T. Flintoff





In custody awaiting trial 3 day


Total forfeiture:
17 day’s pay

Sapper marched out on 14 February, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill but four days later was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for two days then discharged to the Convalescent Training Brigade at Parkhouse camp.

Sapper went sick on 11 June, 1918 to the Brimstone Bottom Hospital at Tidworth with mumps remaining a patient until July 2 returning to the Depot at Parkhouse.  On 6 August left for the Depot at Sutton Veny.  Went sick on 23 August to the Group Clearing Military Hospital and was there when Peace was declared.

On November 21, 1918 was transferred from Sutton Veny to Rylton War Hospital, Bath but on January 4, 1919 was sent to the 1st A.D.H.  On 10 January was discharged to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

Offence:
Sutton Veny 31/1/19 A.W.L. from 9.00 19/2/19 to 9.00 31/1/19



Reports re A.W.L.; soldier was receiving treatment for Rheumatism and was absent



from parades.  Errors regretted.  Illegal absentee cancelled. 





Case dismissed by Lt Day 26/2/19

Sapper Bindon embarked for Australia on 17 March, 1919 on H.T. Plassy as an invalid for discharge in Australia due to acute rheumatism.  On 19 March he entered the ship’s hospital with rheumatism and discharged to duty on March 24.  He again was hospitalised at sea on 16 April N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and recovered from his malaise to be discharged a day later.
Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 8 April, 1919 that he was on his way home.  News of the troopship was published in the:

The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 30 April then continued its voyage to Sydney docking on 3 May, 1919.  Their arrival was covered by the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 10 October, 1919 as medically unfit.
For serving his country Sapper James Harold Bindon, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (34115) and the Victory Medal (33681).

He married in 1922 in Sydney to Florence May Wells with their union registered at Newtown.
In 1930 their residence was Alma Road, Matraville with his occupation as motor car painter.  This changed from 1933 on as they were registered at 25 Australia Avenue, Matraville with his occupation remaining the same.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and sent on 23 May, 1951.
James Harold Bindon passed away on 29 May, 1953 aged 57 years.  Family arrangements were published in the: 

Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Botany Cemetery within section FM 27 in position 606.

Mrs Florence May Bindon died on 6 December, 1996 and her ashes were placed within the Rose Garden G1 at position 149 on 30 April, 1997 in Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park.

His grave is marked with a Commonwealth War Grave plaque in the Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park, incorporating Botany Cemetery, Sydney.

REUNIONS
Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

          1934

J.H. Bindon
25 Australia Street, Matraville

1TC
       1960-68

J.H. Bindon
25 Australia Street, Matraville         notation: left address – letter returned    
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Shoalhaven Telegraph Wednesday May 26, 1915:


NOWRA POLICE COURT


James Bindon, charged with riotous behaviour in Junction-street, pleaded guilty.


Constable Thomson said Bindon and another were jostling and pushing each other about.  11 windows had been broken in the main street lately, and business people had complained to the police.


Bindon explained that three were there, but only two were summoned.


Fined 20s, and 6s costs; 7 days allowed to pay.





Herald (Melbourne) Tuesday April 29, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – MEN FROM TWO VESSELS TO DISEMBARK TOMORROW


Two disembarkations of troops take place tomorrow.  Men from the Kashmir will arrive at 11 a.m.


At 5 p.m. the contingent from the Plassy will be brought to Port Melbourne and taken to the Sturt Street Depot.


Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, Governor-General, will attend at the pier, and as there are 264 [blurred] men of the party, a good muster of our cars will be required.





Daily Telegraph Monday May 5, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE PLASSY – WELCOMED IN THE RAIN


Despite the heavy showers there was a very large crowd of men, women, and children in and around the Anzac Buffet to welcome returned soldiers by the Plassy on Saturday morning.


Still further disappointment awaited friends and relatives when it was announced that the disembarkation, originally set down for 9.45 a.m., had been altered to two hours later.


Undeterred by the heavy weather, however, the mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, or more remote kindred, waited patiently in the rain for the arrival of their loved ones.  Towards noon the weather changed, and in the twinkling of an eye the whole aspect was altered.  The sun shone out, and rain and disappointment moved up from Woolloomooloo Bay, cheers were given for the returning soldiers, and the scene at Anzac Buffet (accustomed, as the place is daily to scenes on similar lines) lacked nothing in enthusiasm.  It almost appeared as though the pent-up feelings of those who had been forced to wait in the rain had gained fresh vigour from the enforced retirement.  Miss Evans and her staff of V.A.D.’s had everything in readiness for the reception of the returning soldiers.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday May 30, 1953:


DEATHS


BINDON, James Harold—May 29, 1953, late 1st A.I.F. Tunnelling Coy and T.P.D.S. Assn, at his residence 25 Australia Avenue, Matraville, dearly beloved husband of Florence Bindon and loved father of Lorna (Mrs Butterfield) and Kenneth and grandfather of Gail and Christine, aged 57 years, R.I.P.





FUNERALS


BINDON—The Relatives and Friends of the late JAMES HAROLD BINDON, late 1st A.I.F. Tunnelling Coy and T.P.D.S. Assn, are invited to attend his funeral; to leave Our Chapel, 810 George Street, Sydney, This Saturday, at 9.30 a.m. for Catholic Cemetery Botany.


WOOD COFFELL LIMITED





BINDON.—The Totally and Permanently Disabled Soldiers’ Association, NSW Branch.—The Officers and Members of the above are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Esteemed Member JAMES HAROLD BINDON, late First A.I.F.  For further particulars see family notice.


								W.H. BEAVER, President


								S. SWAINE, Secretary


								C. GAYLES, Liaison Officer
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