SAPPER JOSEPH JAMES BERWICK

2771 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Sydney, NSW was the birthplace of Joseph James Berwick in 1883 the son of Joseph James and Julia (nee Brown) Berwick.  He was working as a miner in Queensland in 1915.

At the Central District Central Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Qld the thirty-two year old miner applied to enlist for service abroad on January 28, 1916.  Attestation forms were completed which reveal he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (37ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  His faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Julia Berwick of Chatswood, NSW.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

As Private Berwick his basic training commenced at Enoggera Camp, Brisbane, Qld with the 11th Depot Battalion on February 2 and concluded on February 27, 1916.  He was transferred to the Mining Corps from February 29 to April 1, 1916 and assigned to the 3rd Reinforcements No. 2 Company with the rank of Sapper and the regimental number 2771.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  Their voyage terminated at the Suez about May 5 and the men were transhipped at Alexandria on the City of Edinburgh and disembarked on May 17, 1916 at Marseilles, France.  On June 1, 1916 they marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples and taken on strength on June 23, 1916.  

He was assigned to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on June 25, 1916 and was taken on strength on September 29, 1916.

On July 27, 1916 Sapper Berwick was wounded in action in the field and was admitted to the 139th Field Ambulance with the first report stating he had received a gunshot wound to his left arm. 

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company for July, 1916 gives the following extract:

Moved on August 1 to the 2nd Midland Casualty Clearing Station he had a gunshot wound to his left heel.  Ten days later was sent to No. 14 Stationary Hospital at Wimereux and his next-of-kin were notified on August 10 he had been wounded.  On August 13 departed for England on the hospital ship Jan Breydel and admitted to the 2nd Western General Hospital in Manchester the next day, diagnosis being shrapnel wound left foot (slight).  

In the Casualty List published in The Queenslander on Saturday September 2, 1916 he is mentioned among those on the Wounded List:

Further advice to next-of-kin was sent on September 18, 1916 advising the hospital and where to write to him.  

He was discharged on September 27 and to report to Aust Headquarters at 130 Horseferry Road, London for furlough and two days later marched into No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  

On November 22, 1916 the following disciplinary action was taken:



Crime:

Perham Downs 16/10/16  Absent without leave 3 p.m. 16/10/16 till 6 p.m.





30/10/16.  26 days A.W.L.  In custody 1 day.



Award:

26 days detention by Lt-Col Knox 31/11/16


Total forfeiture:
61 days pay.

On December 16, 1916 he was classified with Class ‘A’ Debility.  On December 27 he was admitted to Delhi Hospital and treated for Scabies and returned to No. 1 C.D. three days later.

He was sent to the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs on March 23, 1917 and on to the Drafting Depot for training to return overseas.

On May 9, 1917 he proceeded overseas via Folkstone to France and arrived at the A.G.B.D.  On May 17 he was transferred to II Anzac Headquarters at Etaples and was marked ‘PB’ [permanent to base].  Two days later was transferred to the 2nd Anzac Corps School and attached and taken on strength.

He went sick to the 50th Field Ambulance on September 8, 1917 suffering Diarrhoea and on September 17 admitted to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station diagnosed with Clinical Dysentery.  The next day went to the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville.  Left on September 24 for the 5th Convalescent Depot at Cayeux and was discharged to Base on October 10 and rejoined the Depot from Havre.

He suffered muscular contraction of his leg on November 4, 1917 and was transferred to England the next day arriving at No. 2 Command Depot as permanent to base duties.

On December 21, 1917 Sapper Berwick departed England on the H.T. Persic to return to Australia for discharge resulting from his gunshot wound to his left foot.  His mother was advised on January 5, 1918 that her son was returning home.  

The Queenslander on Saturday January 26, 1918 published a long list of men returning home:

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on February 12, 1918 and he boarded the R.M.S. Ormonde for the voyage to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) and then overland to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) 

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, N.S.W. (2nd M.D.) on March 16, 1918 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (39042) and the Victory Medal (38351) were issued to Sapper 2771 Joseph James Berwick, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane, Qld on March 8, 1938.

The Cairns Sub-branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A forwarded on his behalf a Statutory Declaration and request for a duplicate copy of his Military Discharge on November 25, 1938.  He declared at Cairns on November 25, 1938 that his military discharge had been destroyed along with all his personal belongings in a fire at Blue Range Station, North Queensland in 1934.  A duplicate was sent on December 14, 1938 care of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A address in Cairns, Qld.

In the 1943 Electoral Roll there is a Joseph James Berwick residing at Lower Landsdowne Station in Augathella, Qld. 
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Bailleul July 27th 


  Trench Mortar Emplacements; Ploegsteert, Prowse Pt and Bullring.  2 men wounded





CASUALTY LIST 198	


WOUNDED


Spr J.J. Berwick, Chatswood, NSW						                           Article Abridged





COMING HOME


ANOTHER BATCH OF SOLDIERS


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually on route from abroad.


2771 Spr J.J. Berwick 1st Tun Co, R’ton.                                                                 Article Abridged








