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4740 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Boat Harbour, Emu Bay, Tasmania was the birthplace of Basil Stephen Valentine Berechree on 14 March, 1892 the son of Thomas Stephen and Sarah Ann (nee Brewster) Berechree.  Military training was gained with the 26th Light Horse.

In 1915 the following was reported from the local Court proceedings claiming payment for work done in the:

North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times (Tas) Wednesday September 22, 1915:
WORK AND LABOR DONE
Basil Berechree v. John Kelly, claim for £11/4. Work and labor done by plaintiff for defendant at Preolenna.
The defendant John Kelly, denied that the plaintiff did any work for him at his request, and swore that the plaintiff, on or about the month of June, 1912, entered into a contract with witness for the scrubbing of about 48 acres or thereabouts at Preolenna, according to specifications set out in contract, which was to be completed before July 31, 1912.  But that the plaintiff did not complete the same as agreed, and had never completed the work, and that in consequence of such default the scrub was only partly burnt.
The plaintiff, Basil Berechree, swore that he started work about the beginning of June.  He carried out the work according to the specifications.  Kelly stated that he would not pay because there were rotten trees left.  Got £20 from Kelly about October 16, up at the Cape.  Asked him for £30.  Told him had had his camp burnt down and about £20 worth of goods destroyed.  After finishing the work went away to Queensland, and came back last Christmas.  Asked Kelly for payment two months ago.
A verdict was given for the plaintiff for the full amount of the claim.			Article abridged

At the recruiting depot at Claremont, Tasmania on 24 February, 1916 the twenty-four year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 169cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-93cms (34-36½ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and black hair. Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Sarah A. Berechree of Boat Harbour, Wynyard, Tasmania.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company (6th Military District) until April 28, 1916.  The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4740.

Meanwhile early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 
 
The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 Company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at No. 3 Details camp at Parkhouse.

On 21 September, 1916 the Reinforcements proceeded to France arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a few days later and moved to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot on 12 October.  Four days later he was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Attachment to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company took place on 26 October then he joined the 2nd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on 25 December, 1916.

He went sick on 4 February, 1917 to the 1st N.Z. Field Ambulance with mumps and moved to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station and on January 7 was conveyed to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer being admitted with mumps.  He was discharged to Base Details on 27 February before rejoining his unit in the field.

Town’s people gathered together in Tasmania to donate supplies and assemble Comfort Parcels with recipients of these published in the:
North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times (Tas) Friday September 28, 1917:
REMEMBRANCE EVENING
Parcels have been sent to the following: Sapper Basil Berechree.				Article abridged


The unveiling of the local Roll of Honour was reported in the:

North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times (Tas) Tuesday 9 October, 1917:
SISTERS CREEK HONOR ROLL – A SPELNDID RECORD
Not only is the Sisters Creek district one of the most fertile on the North-West Coast, but, by the ready response it has made to the calls of arms, it has proved that its record of patriotism is also second to none in the State.  The list of names which appear on the honour roll unveiled in the hall several weeks ago speaks eloquently of the patriotism of the residents of this district.  The names on the list are as follow:
Basil Berechree
Leo Berechree									Article abridged

Service continued without illness or injury until he went sick on 19 January, 1918 to the 149th Field Ambulance before attending the 21st Casualty Clearing Station for treatment of a social disease and conveyed by Ambulance Train no.27 and admitted to the 39th General Hospital in Havre on January 23.  After 53 days curative care was discharged to Base on 12 March, 1918 and returned to his unit on 19 April, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 10 May, 1919 orders were received to prepare for return to England and report to the Base Depot and they marched out on May 16 crossing the English Channel where they disembarked at Southampton and arrived at the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Berechree embarked for Australia on board H.T. Chemnitz on 7 July, 1919.  He was admitted to the ship’s hospital on 15 July for treatment of a social disease and was discharged to duty on 28 July.  Base Records advised his mother on August 5 that he was on his way home.  
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 September, 1919.  News of their arrival and arrangements for Tasmania were reported in the:
Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1919:
LARGE NUMBER OF MEN RETURN
Nearly 1000 Victorian members of the A.I.F. returned to Melbourne yesterday in addition to about 60 Tasmanians.  An enthusiastic reception was accorded to them by the public.  The disembarkation from the transport Chemnitz, which arrived at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 a.m. one hour behind the scheduled time, was one of the largest yet dealt with by the authorities, over 650 troops being landed.  The transport Prinz Ludwig arrived shortly after 3 o’clock, and the men were conveyed immediately to the Sturt-street depot.  In connection with both debarkations, the troops were welcomed at the pier by the State Commandant (Brigadier General C.H. Brand), who was accompanied in the morning by the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr G.H. Wise).  As they have done throughout the war, motorists responded well to the appeal for cars, and the ‘finalisation’ arrangements at the depot left nothing to be desired.  Tasmanian troops were medically examined and provided with accommodation at the Domain camp pending their return to the southern State.  New South Wales and Queensland troops who also returned yesterday, were given leave of absence for a few hours, and resumed their journey by boat last evening.
TASMANIAN SOLDIERS
Arrangements have been made for the transport “Takada’ which is due at Melbourne To-morrow, to embark Tasmanian soldiers here for Hobart.

Announcement of his return and a description of his welcome home party were reported in the:
Advocate (Bernie) Friday October 3, 1919;
MOORLEAH
Home again.—About a fortnight ago Spr. B.S. Berechree returned home after nearly four years’ service abroad.  He was met at Wynyard by his parents and motored home in his father’s car.
Public welcomes will be tendered the returned men in the Moorleah Hall as soon as the restrictions are lifted.

Advocate (Bernie) Monday October 20, 1919:
MOORLEAH
Soldiers’ Return.—A large number of friends assembled at the residence of Mr and Mrs T.S. Berechree.  The occasion being a welcome home dinner to Sapper B.S. Berechree, who has just returned home from France after having seen some four years’ active service abroad.  The spacious dining-room had been prettily decorated with flags and bunting and streamers of purple, the colors of Sapper Berechree’s Battalion made a picturesque addition to the appearance of the large dining table.  A sumptuous meal was provided and during the course of the dinner Mr F. Porter on behalf of the guests present proposed the health of Sapper Berechree and his finance, the toast being duly responded to.  After dinner many more guests arrived, until there were some forty or fifty persons thronging the interior of the drawing-room.  The evening took the form of a social and musical gathering.  Musical items were rendered by Misses M’Fadyean, Watts and Stuart, and Messrs F. Porter, White, Watts and M’Fadyean.  In a neat speech Mr Porter thanked the hosts and extended a hearty welcome to Sapper Berechree.  Three singing cheers for Sapper Berechree and Mr and Mrs Berechree and the singing of “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow,” “Home Sweet Home,” and “Auld Lang Syne” concluded a most enjoyable evening.


Military discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 25 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He married on 4 August, 1920 at St Mary’s Catholic Cathedral, Sydney to Edna Rita Garland.

The British War Medal (4069) and the Victory Medal (4058) were issued to wear for serving his country to Sapper 4740 Basil Stephen Valentine Bereschree, 2nd Tunnelling Company.

These were not collected at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his father on 15 April, 1924.  
He applied for both medals on their request form on 30 July, 1924 to be posted to him at Moorleah, Tasmania and his medals were sent by registered post (no.8827) on 15 August, 1924.
He was a witness in a Court Case which was reported in the:

Advocate (Burnie) Thursday October 30, 1924:
A PREOLENNA CLAIM – T.S. BERESCHREE V. C. LYONS
Basil Berechree gave evidence to the effect that defendant had bullocks running on his father’s land early in 1922.  Defendant removed them and placed them on Witness’ land on February 9, and agreed to pay 6/ per week per head. 
Herbert Charles Lyons, the defendant, admitted he purchased them.  He agisted them on plaintiff’s land in December, and paid him £7/16 for doing so.  Put them on to Basil Berechree’s place about February 9th at 6/ per week per head.
The verdict therefore would be for £6/19/, less the contra-account admitted 7/, and a verdict for plaintiff on the counterclaim, both parties to pay their own costs.					Article abridged

He was still registered residing at Boat Harbour, Tasmania with the occupation of labourer but they moved to Sydney and registered there in 1930 at Beaconsfield Street, Auburn North working as a labourer.

Basil Stephen Valentine Berechree passed in the Auburn District Hospital on 19 September, 1931 aged 39 years.  Family announcements were published in the:

Sydney Morning Herald Monday September 21, 1931:
FUNERALS
BERECHREE.—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs EDNA BERESCHREE of Beaconsfield-street, Auburn, Mr and Mrs G. JOHANSON, of 75 Carnarvon-street, Auburn, are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly beloved HUSBAND and their BROTHER-IN-LAW, Basil Stephen Berechree, to leave the Private Mortuary Chapel of Motor Funerals Ltd, North-parade, Auburn, THIS AFTERNOON, at 2.30 o’clock, for the Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood, per motor service.
MOTOR FUNERALS LTD
BERESCHREE.—LOYAL PRIDE OF AUBURN No. 144 M.U.I.O.O.F.—The Officers and Members of the above lodge are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Bro. BASIL STEPHEN BERESCHREE; to leave the Private Mortuary Chapel of Motor Funerals Ltd, North-parade, Auburn, THIS AFTERNOON, at 2.30, for Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood.
								J. TETLOW, N.G.
								W.J. BULL, Financial Secretary

In the Bereavement Notices his widow placed the following:
Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 9, 1931:
RETURN THANKS
Mrs EDNA BERECHREE and FAMILY, Beaconsfield-street, Auburn, desire to return sincere THANKS to all kind friends and neighbours for letters, cards, acts kindness, floral tributes, expression of sympathy and to especially THANK nursing staff Auburn District Hospital for their untiring attention to her dearly beloved husband and their father.


A statement of his service was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records which was forwarded on 20 October, 1931.

Mrs Edna Berechree died on 19 September, 1978 aged 85 years and interred with her husband.

Their unmarked grave can be located in the Catholic Mortuary 2-9 Section, M2 of Rookwood Cemetery within row 9 in grave no. 5272. 
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Berechree Grave in Catholic portion of Rookwood Cemetery
Photo sourced from Find a Grave website – contributor D.L. Reid












His brother also served

PRIVATE LEO ERWIN BERECHREE
2913 – 12th Battalion

Leo Erwin Berechree was born in Emu Bay, Tasmania on 12 June, 1895 the son of Thomas Stephen and Sarah Ann (nee Brewster) Berechree.  Military experience was gained from twelve months with the Senior Cadets in area 91A.  He was educated at the Boat Harbour State School where in 1906 he participated in the school concert reported in the:
North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Wednesday October 31, 1906:
BOAT HARBOR – SCHOOL CONCERT
An entertainment was given in the school-room on Friday evening by the scholars of the local State school.
After a short interval the cantata, “The White Garland,” was given, the following scholars taking parts: selfish scholar Leo, Berechree	.								Article abridged

He participated in Athletic competitions and his achievements were recorded in the:
Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday January 2, 1914:
THE ATHLETIC FIELD
Despite the inclement weather experienced at Forest on Boxing Day, the Catholic sports were got through.  The Sheffield Handicap was won by Leo Berechree and the Quarter Mile by F. Hortin.  Both winners started off long marks.
											Article abridged
Circular Head Chronicle (Stanley) Wednesday January 7, 1914:
FOREST CATHOLIC SPORTS
In the various events contested Geo. Kay wielded the axe in good style, and appropriated first prize in both chops.  Leo Berechree pulled off “the double” in the foot running (Sheffield and Maiden) and Fred Horton annexed the quarter-mile.																                       
SHEFFIELD HANDICAP
1st £3 10s 2nd £1 3rd 10s 4th 5s
Second Heat: Leo Berechree, 17 yds 1; J. Fitzmaurice, 12 yds 2.  Final: Leo Berechree 1; F. Hortin 2; R. Wainwright 3.
1st MAIDEN HANDICAP
1st £1 2nd 5s
First Heat: L. Berechree 10 yds 1; C. Frimley 8 yds 2.  Final L. Berechree 1; C. Frimley 2; J. Abbott 3.


At the recruiting depot in Hobart, Tasmania on 20 July, 1915 the twenty year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Being under the age of twenty-one years his father gave his consent for his to enlist on July 17 which was witnessed by the Council Clerk, Wynyard, Tas.

Described in Attestation forms dated July 21, 1915 as standing 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins).  Complexion was dark with good vision in his brown eyes and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar below right eyebrow.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Annie Berechree of Boat Harbour, Tas.

At Claremont camp he signed and took the “Oath of Allegiance” the same day and commenced training with the 6th Reinforcements to the 26th Battalion until 19 March, 1915 and was transferred to the 12th Battalion.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 2913.

The transport HMAT A38 Ulysses embarked from Hobart, Tas. (6th Military District) on 27 October, 1915.  Arriving at the Suez where they disembarked.  Private Berechree was admitted to 4th Auxiliary Hospital on 24 December, 1915 with mumps and was discharged to duty on January 16, 1916 with the 7th Training Battalion.  On 1 March he was allotted and proceeded to join the 12 Battalion at the railhead, Zeetoun and they boarded the transport at Alexandria on March 29 to join the British Expeditionary Forces in France landing at Marseilles on 5 April, 1916.

He was killed in action in the field during the Battle of the Somme sometime between 19th and 22nd August, 1916 at 21 years of age.

Burial took place north-east of Mouquet Farm, 30 yards south of cemetery and beside C.M.R. Trench, 4 miles south-east of Albert.

The Commandant 6th Military District was advised on 19 September, 1916 and let his family know.  News of his demise was announced in the:

A memorial service was held for the recent soldiers killed in action and condolences from the Council meeting were reported in the:Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday 3 October, 1916:
TASMANIAN CASUALTIES
There was a large congregation at the Roman Catholic Church at Wynyard at the 11 o’clock mass on Sunday, when a memorial service was held for several young men of the parish, who had recently died on active service.  These were Privates Leo Berechree, Bernard Bugg, Henry Carroll and Arthur Shields, killed in action in France, and Private James Madden who died of meningitis.  Father O’Donnell, in the course of an impressive address, said that they commended the souls of the deceased soldiers to the prayers of the faithful.  They offered their deepest sympathy to the relatives of the fallen men.  They had the consolation of knowing that their boys had died in a noble cause, and had proved themselves true to their native land and to their own manhood.

They had also given evidence of true Christian virtue, as their letters showed that they had all been most attentive to their religious duties.  What was a few years of life compared to a death such as this?  Their memories would remain green amongst those who had known them.  May they rest in peace!  The service concluded with the hymn “Nearer My God to Three,” and “The Dead March.”  Played by the organist, (Miss L. Porter).
Continues/
								
Daily Post (Hobart) Saturday September 23, 1916:
WAR OBITUARIES
Word has been received that Private Leo Berechree, son of Mr Thomas Berechree, of Boat Harbor, has been killed in action.
											Article abridged

/Continued
Before business was commenced at the Table Cape council meeting yesterday the Warden (Mr Johnston) referred to the deaths of Captain Margetts, Privates Hardman, Frimley, Hamilton, Berechree and Bramwich, at the front, and moved—“That letters of sympathy be forwarded to the respective parents who reside in the municipality.”  The motion was seconded by Mr Norton Smith, and carried, members standing.

										

His personal effects were returned on the transport Boorara on 20 January, 1917.

His name was inscribed on the Sisters Creek Honour Roll which was unveiled in October, 1917.

The following is an In Memoriam notice place by his family in 1919 in the:

Advocate (Burnie) Friday August 22, 1919:
IN MEMORIAM
BERECHREE.—In sad and loving memory of Leo, E. Berechree, killed in the Battle of Somme, France Aug 22, 1916.
R.I.P.
—Inserted by his loving parents, brothers and sister, Moorleah.				Article abridged

After the war isolated graves were located and the soldiers were exhumed and reburied in cemeteries with Private Berechree being interred in Courcelette British Cemetery situated then one mile north-north-east of Pozieres.

His grave is located in section V of Courcelette British Cemetery within row C in grave no. 2

Photo of headstone and cemetery by kind permission of
The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 




















Photographs of his grave were sent to his mother in June, 1920 and she also received the Memorial Scroll (307544) and the Memorial Plaque (307544) which were posted on 4 October, 1921 and 2 March, 1922. 

For his supreme sacrifice Private 2913 Leo Erwin Berechree, 12th Battalion was issued with the 1914/15 Star (23023), the British War Medal (22675) and the Victory Medal (22506).  The 1914/15 Star was sent to the Commandant 6th Military District on 17 December, 1920 for distribution to his mother; the War Medal was issued to her on 16 September, 1921 and the Victory Medal also went to her on 30 January, 1923.

His name is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial on panel 65 in the Commemorative Area.  
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