SAPPER AUGUSTINO BAUDINO

40 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 40A 6th Aust. Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company
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Augustino Baudino stated he was born in Torono, Italy about 1870 and as a young man came to Queensland.  While a labourer at Kalamia Plantation, Ayr, Qld on May 15, 1893, the twenty-five year old took the naturalisation ‘Oath of Allegiance’ before Mr R. Stacey, J.P. in Ayr.  His form was filed under Agostin Bandino at the Northern Supreme Court of Queensland in Townsville on May 28, 1893.

 In 1913 he and his wife Kathleen were residing in the rural district of Macrossan, Queensland which lies 21 kilometres (13 miles) from Charters Towers and was serviced by the Great Northern Railway line.  His occupation was a timber cutter. 

At 45 years of age, he left his wife and family to volunteer for service abroad.  The Northern Miner reported on Saturday September 4, 1915 of a farewell for two Macrossan recruits departing to enlist:                   

At the Townsville Recruiting Depot on September 2, he passed his medical examination and completed forms of Attestation.  Details show his height was 164cms (5ft 4½ins) and weighed 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins).  Dark was his complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  Four vaccination scars on his right arm were distinctive marks.  Roman Catholic was his religion and his wife Mrs Kate Baudino of Macrossan G.N.R. via Townsville, Qld was nominated as next-of-kin.  He allotted four-fifths of his pay to support his wife and children.  No naturalisation papers were shown to the enlisting officer.  When all was completed he signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’.  
The Mining Corps was in its establishment when he arrived for basic training at their Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW.  On November 28, 1915 he was assigned to the No. 1 Company with the regimental number 40 in the rank of Sapper.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Sapper Baudino boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On June 16, 1916 he was admitted to the 2nd New Zealand Field Ambulance suffering from sciatica and sent to the 3rd N.Z. Field Ambulance where he remained until June 27 then rejoined his unit.  A few months later was sent to the 22nd Field Ambulance on September 28, 1916 with a N.Y.D. (not yet diagnosed) illness later identified as sciatica and was treated until he returned to duty on November 1, 1916.

An Official A.I.F. memo was issued on October 31, 1916 states that his wife would receive 36c (3/6) per diem from the date of his embarkation. 

Several days later on November 4 he was admitted to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering from Amblyopia (a temporary dimming or loss of vision) and after five days recovery arrived back for duty on November 11.

A transfer to the 1st Tunnelling Company took place on December 24 and five days later at the same Field Ambulance received several days treatment for scabies commencing on December 29, 1916.

He left the 1st Tunnelling Company on May 6, 1917 and marched in to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion after passing a medical examination deeming him unfit for Tunnelling duties.

Admitted to the 7th Field Ambulance on July 7, 1917 with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Unknown Origin) and returned to duty a week later.  The next day he marched out to join the 6th Railway Operating Company and taken on strength July 16, 1917.  His regimental number was reallotted to 40A.

Further news from the front was printed in The Northern Miner on Tuesday July 25, 1917:

In preparation to grant him leave in England a memo was sent from the Australian Section G.H.Q. to the Railway Operating Company on September 28, 1918 regarding his nationality.  

The Officer in charge of the Transportation Branch, Royal Engineers replied that Baudino appeared to belong to the A.I.F. and was of Italian nationality and his naturalisation papers were in Australia and borne on the strength of the Railway Operating Division, R.E.

Leave was granted to England on November 6, and after enjoying his break returned on November 22, 1917.  Service and camp life remained until Armistice was declared on November 11, 1918.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on duty as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation by clearing roads and bridges of explosives and other general work.

An audit of Railway Operating company members shows he was still with his unit on December 14 and two days later he was granted leave to Italy to visit family there for Christmas.  He returned on New Years Day 1919.

On January 25, 1919 he reported to the Aust. General Base Depot to prepare for demobilisation.  He departed across the English Channel on February 17, 1919 disembarking at Southampton the following day and marched in to the Brigade C. Camp.

A medical examination prior to embarkation took place on February 19, 1919 found no disability and Sapper Baudino agreed with their findings.  The following day a Kit Inspection took place at the Training Brigade Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  He was issued with the following items:

Universal kit bag, Holdall, Cardigan Jacket, singlet and socks, Sea Kit Bag and Identity Disc with Cord.

Two days later his Kit was supplied with:


Pair Braces, Holdall, 5 Buttons, Khaki Jacket and Trousers.

Sapper Baudino departed England on board the H.T. Derbyshire on March 2, 1919 to return to Australia.  His wife was advised on March 19, 1919 that he was on his way home.

The Northern Miner on Saturday March 29, 1919 published her news as follows:

The transport docked on April 17, 1919 in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) and he disembarked in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) twelve days later  

On April 29, 1919 at the 6th Aust. General Hospital, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane he was examined by a medical board and a statement issued as follows:






No disability







(sgd) A. Baudino.

The following day a dental check-up was completed requiring no dental treatment.  He was sent to the Staff Officer Invalid & Returned Soldiers section then returned home for leave.

The Northern Miner on Tuesday May 27, 1919 published the following item from his wife:


Military discharge took place in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on June 6, 1919 as termination on completion of his enlistment.

His Will was forwarded to Brisbane (1st M.D.) on September 4, 1919.  

Sapper 40 / 40A Augustino Baudino, 1st Tunnelling Company / 6th Aust. Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company was awarded the British War Medal (12993) and the Victory Medal (12813) for his service to his Country.  
In July 1924 a statement of his service was issued to the Department of Repatriation.  

He was listed in 1925 residing at Macrossan with the occupation of Wood Cutter and passed away on March 1, 1925.
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WAR NEWS


Messrs Baudino and Tom Jones of Macrossan left last Tuesday for the front.  They were tendered a send-off and a large crowd assembled at Macrossan and cheered the recruits as their train steamed out.
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THE LATE WAR


Mrs K. Baudino has been advised that her husband is returning on the “Derbyshire” and is expected to arrive in Melbourne about April 13.  Private Baudino enlisted nearly four years ago.








WAR NEWS


Sapper A. Baudino of the Mining Corps and Driver T.R. Jones enlisted at Macrossan on the 31st August, 1915 and left for the front on September 2nd, 1915.  They were the first two men to enlist from Macrossan and both doing well in France.








THANKS


I HEREBY wish to Thank the Residents of Macrossan, Sellheim and the Burdekin Meat Works for the Gold Medal and (£4) which they gave as a Welcome Home to my Husband (Sapper A. Baudino), on the 23rd instant.


	Signed   K. BAUDINO


                                  Macrossan








