SAPPER JAMES HERBERT BATTERHAM, MID

43 – 1st Tunnelling Company

James was born at Scone, NSW, and signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Brisbane on 28 October 1915.

A medical examination on the same day recorded that James was aged 32 years and six months and that he was a single labourer living at Werris Creek, New South Wales (NSW).  James was 5ft 11½ins tall and weighed 155 lbs.  He had a fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  He recorded his mother, Mrs Mary Ann Batterham, of Werris Creek, as his Next of Kin. 

James was 5ft 11in tall, weighed 155lbs, was of fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.

He was appointed to No.1 Company, Mining Corps and trained with that unit at their Casula Camp near Liverpool, NSW and embarked for the European theatre on board HMAT A38 ‘Ulysses’.

Following a farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Seymour while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where additional members of the Corps were embarked.  After a delay of about a month due to Ulysses requiring repairs following a collision with an uncharted rock when leaving Fremantle on 8 March, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.   

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

James was admitted to the 2nd New Zealand Field Ambulance with mumps in June 1916, rejoining his unit on 22 June.

In February 1917 he was hospitalised in England until 30 April, when he was marched in to the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.  He proceeded overseas to France on 9 May and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples before re-joining his unit on 17 May.

In July 1917, his sister, Miss Henrietta Batterham, also of Werris Creek at the time, advised that James mother had died and sought to be recognised as his next of kin.  In January 1918 she advised her change of address to South Sydney Woman’s Hospital, where she was a Nurse.

Hospitalised at the 8th General Hospital, Rouen with influenza in late June 1918, he did not rejoin the 1st Tunnelling Company until 19 July.  He then enjoyed some leave between 26 July and 11 August 1918.

On 16th January 1919, 43 Sapper Batterham; 5598 Sapper Paton; 9 CQMS Hammond and 84 Sapper Canavon, all of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company A.E., were recommended for the award of Mention in Despatches by the Acting Chief Engineer of the Australian Corps, the recommendation reading: 
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James left France on 24 February 1919 and after a short stint in hospital at Parkhouse in March, he left London on 20 April 1919 for return to Australia per the Boonah, disembarking in Melbourne on 8 June 1919.  He was transhipped to Sardinia for the trip to Sydney, arriving there on 11th June 1919.   

He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 29th July 1919 in Queensland, entitled to wear the British War Medal and Victory Medal, which were forwarded to him at Cannan Creek, Stanthorpe, QLD, on 29th January 1929.

[image: image2.jpg]



James Herbert Batterham died on 26 December 1947.  He is also commemorated on the Werris Creek Honour Roll.  Restored copies are now displayed at the Werris Creek Public School, The Australian Rail Museum and in the local tennis and bowling club from where the local RSL Sub-Branch operates.

He is also commemorated at Brisbane Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo, Queensland.  


“Spr Batterhams photo is badly damaged as the Honor Roll had been missing from the school for at least 20 years when I found it under rubbish I was cleaning out of a disused toilet block.  The Australian War Memorial conserved it, saving it from disintegrating.”

Chris Lyons

“During the whole period of service in France and especially for the period February 25th 1918 to November 11th 1918, have shewn consistent devotion to duty under all conditions of service.





Especially since September 29th under the difficult conditions of constant movement and change of Camp they have not spared themselves in the various tasks allotted to them in rendering the Fourth Army Area safe from Mines and in repairing the damage done to roads and bridges.”








AWM Image ID - P05366.001:


Framed montage of 22 photographs of students from the Public School, Werris Creek NSW who served during the First World War. In the centre of the montage a list of names with the inscription "Public School, Werris Creek This Roll of Honor was Unveiled by W M Kennedy Esq Inspector of Schools on Saturday, 16th September, 1916. Wm J Davies Principal".





© Donna Baldey 2010 - www.tunnellers.net


with assistance from  Chris Lyon - Werris Creek Public School 























