SAPPER THOMAS ROBERT BARRETT

918 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Thomas Robert Barrett stated he born in Didsbury, Manchester, Lancashire, England in 1866, the son of Jonas and Mary Barrett.  In 1881 the family were residing at 12 Irk Street, Manchester and citizens of the household were Mary (40) Lodger and cotton waste sorter, with sons John (17) brick-maker, Thomas (15) assistant in dye house (cotton) and Michael (11) scholar.  He came to Australia.  Between 1915 and 1917 he was registered as a farmer at Marbelup, Albany, Western Australia.

At the recruiting depot at Albany, W.A. on November 13, 1915 the forty-nine year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken reveal he was 163cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins).  Declared fit for the Miners’ Corps his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed and describe him further as weighing 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-102cms (37-40ins) having a fair complexion with blue eyes and grey hair.  Distinctive marks were two small warts on the front of his armpit.  In lieu of next-of-kin was a friend Walter Pottram of York Street, Albany, W.A.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on November 16, 1915.

Allotted the same day to the 36th Depot Battalion for basic training was transferred on November 23 to the Miners’ Corps.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Barrett was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Thomas Barrett was assigned the regimental number 918 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  These four sections re-combined to relieve the 255th Coy, Royal Engineers in the mining sector that included existing mine systems of Red Lamp; Winchester; Colvin; Ducks Bill and Sign Post Lane.

On October 10, 1916 the Company again relieved the 257th Coy R.E. in the Winchester Sector.  The No. 3 Company later became the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field and Sapper Barrett was transferred to this company on December 18, 1916.

He was admitted to the Wanstead Red Cross Hospital at Margate on August 15, 1916 suffering from shell shock.

In the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was mentioned for August 1916:

“During the month of August 1916, heavy enemy bombardment took place.  Minenwerfer shells were common in the vicinity of the mining shafts, causing great annoyance & a good deal of minor damage.”

In an audit of the company on August 30, 1917 he was still serving with his unit.

Service continued without further incident until leave was granted from France on February 2 and returned to duty on February 22, 1918.

He was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform on February 20, 1918 for two years’ service abroad.

When Peace was declared he was serving with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

Further leave was granted from December 29, 1918 until January 12, 1919 and he rejoined his unit the next day.

Orders were received to report to the Base Depot on January 27, 1919 and members departed from Aust Infantry Base Depot on February 1, 1919 and crossed the English Channel marching in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny the next day.

Sapper Barrett departed as an invalid for home on the H.T. Khyber on March 31, 1919.  During the voyage he was admitted sick to the ship’s hospital on April 20.  On April 23, 1919 Base Records advised his friend that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) on May 18, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in:

 Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on July 13, 1919 as medically unfit.

Sapper 918 Thomas Robert Barrett, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued for service for his country the British War Medal (12114) and the Victory Medal (11955).

In 1925 he was a miner at Churchman’s Brook.  A Statement of his Service was requested by the Repatriation Commission in Perth, W.A. from Base Records and sent on December 21, 1926.

He was a miner at Moruya, New South Wales in 1930.  The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission also requested a Statement of Service and this was forwarded by Base Records on August 30, 1934.

Thomas Robert Barrett passed away on October 22, 1934 aged 68 years.  Funeral arrangements were published in the:


His grave is located in Eastern Suburbs cemetery in the Anglican ABB portion within section FM BB in grave no. 252.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

              1928       J. (or T.) Barrett     Exhibition Hotel, Devonshire Street, Sydney
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of  1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 23, 1934:


FUNERALS


BARRETT—The Funeral of the late Sapper THOMAS ROBERT BARRETT, late of Caringbah, will take place THIS (Tuesday) MORNING at 10.45 o’clock in the Church of England Cemetery, Botany.


CHARLES KINSELA


Motor Funeral Director


Seven Ways, Rockdale.








The Brisbane Courier Thursday May 22, 1919:


HOME AGAIN


THE KHYBER CONTINGENT


A batch of 252 men returned to Australia by the Khyber, were landed from the Beaver at the Kennedy Wharf at 1.30 p.m. yesterday.  Captain E. Murphy, O.C. came with the soldiers, and in the full list there was only one cot case—not serious.  A few English brides were noticed aboard.  The wharf and environs were crowded with welcoming friends and spectators.  The State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving) apologised for the absence of the Governor, and offered a hearty welcome on behalf of the Commonwealth.  Mr Gillies (Minister for Justice) also offered welcome.  The mayor (Alderman C.P. Buchanan) and Alderman Oxlade, Mr W.G. Graham (Under Secretary for Lands) and Mrs Graham (sister of Captain Murphy, O.C. were also present.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs: T.R. Barrett. 
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