SAPPER CHARLES BARRETT

8271 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in Adelaide, South Australia, Charles Barrett attested for ‘Service Abroad’ on 2 July 1917 at Blackboy Hill, Perth, Western Australia.  A single Labourer aged 43 at the time, he gave his Postal Address as Great Western Hotel, Perth.

Charles named his sister, Mrs. Jessie Weston, of Adelaide, as his Next of Kin.  He advised that both his parents were deceased and that his Will records his sister as his sole beneficiary.

Just 5ft 5in tall and weighing 140lbs, Charles had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.  He trained at the Broadmeadows Camp, Victoria, between 24 August and 1 October when he was transferred to the Bendigo Camp before embarking from Melbourne on 26 November 1917 on board SS Indarra.

Disembarking at Suez on 27 December 1917, he embarked on HMT Kashgar at Port Said on 9 January 1918, disembarking at Taranto on 20 January.  Charles then entrained on 24 January for a weeklong train trip to Cherbourg, de-training on 31 January.  At Cherbourg he embarked on board HMT ‘Monas Queen’ on the 31st, finally disembarking at Southampton, England on 2 February 1918.

Charles continued training at Parkhouse Camp until he proceeded overseas to France on 2 April.  Taken on strength of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company on 16 April, Charles was in hospital at Rouen with severe inflammation of connective tissue in the hip and thigh on 26 April.  He was evacuated to the Exeter War Hospital in England on 5 May, and eventually moved to the 3rd Auxillary Hospital, Dartford on 12 June.

Discharged from hospital on 14 June, Charles was again sent overseas to France on 2 October and rejoined the 1st Aust. Tunnelling Coy on 6 October.

Although advertisements were placed in the press, his sister could not be located by late July 1918 and so could not be advised of his situation.
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He was Killed in Action on 4th November 1918, and, with his fellow Tunnellers Arthur Johnson and Albert Davey, possibly the last battlefield casualties of the A.I.F. 
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Albert, Arthur and Charles were buried in adjacent graves at Le Rejet-de-Beaulieu Communal Cemetery, France.
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Again, advertisements through the press failed to locate Charles sister to advise her of his death.  Inquiries continued through the press, Department of Repatriation, and through the War Gratuities system in attempts to locate his sister, but without success.
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Charles Barrett's name is located at Panel 26 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.
On 5 September 1921, the British War Medal of 8271 Sapper Charles Barrett was sent to the ‘untraceable’ section.  The Victory Medal earned by Charles Barrett was never prepared for issue.   

On 28 November 1922, the Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque prepared to commemorate the sacrifice of Charles Barrett, along with the ‘Where the Australians Rest’ pamphlet, were all sent to the ‘untraceable’ section.
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The War Story of Oliver Holmes Woodward, Captain, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company: 


… At 11 a.m. we were ordered to retire.  We then took stock and found we had lost five killed and five wounded.  The latter had been attended to by the Stretcher Bearers.  We then located the bodies of our dead comrades, found the Padre of the 409th Field Company, and laid them to rest in the Village Cemetery of Rejet de Beaulieu.





Port Pirie Recorder, South Australia – Monday 2 December 1918:


Enlisted in Other States.


Killed in Action.


Spr. C. Barrett, Adelaide


Article Abridged





The Register, Adelaide, South Australia – Friday 4 November 1927:


THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE.


BARRETT.— Spr. C. Barrett, First Tunnelling Company, killed In action on 4th November, 1918.


Article Abridged
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The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris
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The West Australian 


Thursday August 1930:





STATE WAR MEMORIAL


NAMES FOR TABLETS





The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  
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