PRIVATE / CORPORAL ROBINSON BARNES
243 – 16th Battalion / 917 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Robinson Barnes was born in Accrington, Lancashire, England in 1866 the son of John Kenyon and Jane Barnes.  In 1881 the family were living at 13 Stanley Street, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire and citizens of the household were John, coal miner, Jane and children Robinson (15) coal miner, Jane Alice (18) and Alfred (11).
Military experience was gained from twelve years with the Grenadier Guards until termination of service and two years with the Western Australian Infantry Regiment.

He came to Western Australia.  In 1903 he and wife Jane were at Proprietary House, Collie with his occupation as miner.  
Robinson wanted to form an Infantry Company in Collie in 1909 going through to the Department of Defence which was reported in the:
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The following was mentioned in the:
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By 1910 they had moved to Throssell Street, Collie and his occupation the same.  Mrs Barnes had a type of Emporium selling items of millinery and drapery to light furniture and advertised her wares extensively in the newspaper.

The following news a year later was reported in the:
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Soon after War was declared at the Drill Hall, Perth on 14 September, 1914 the married miner deleted many birthdays to give his age as forty-one years and applied for active service abroad.  
Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 82kgs (181lbs) with a chest expansion of 104-110cms (41-43ins).  Complexion was dark with blue eyes and his black hair turning grey.  
Distinctive marks were a mole over left scapula and sebaceous cyst on his forehead.  Teeth were to be extracted and sets supplied.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Jane Barnes of Municipal Building, Collie.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 15 October, 1914. 

Basic training commenced for No. 243 Private Barnes with 16th Infantry Battalion from September 14 to September 23, 1914 then was promoted to Colour-Sergeant the following day.  He was assigned to ‘D Coy’ from 20th October, 1914 until departure on 22 December, 1914 on board HMAT A40 Ceramic.  
While a member of ‘B Coy’ abroad disciplinary action was taken at a District Court Martial on 26 February, 1915 at Heliopolis for the following charges brought against him:



(1) Disobeying order 22/2/15



(2) Absent without leave 23/2/15



(3) Disobeying order 25/2/15 and Absent without leave 25/2/15


General character was given as unsatisfactory.

On 28 April, 1915 he embarked for return to Australia on HMAT Suevic from the Suez due to disciplinary action and disembarked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 24 May.  Military Discharge was issued on 25 May, 1915 as services were no longer required.

Medals Section Board proceedings dated 6 March, 1922 declined to issue any medals for this service.

At Blackboy Hill camp on 17th November, 1915 Robinson re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Forms of Attestation were completed and reveal the coal miner’s age was given at almost forty-four years of age and was 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighed 82.7kgs (182lbs) and a chest measurement of 111cms (43½ins) with a fair complexion blue-grey eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  No distinctive marks were recorded.  
Next-of-kin was again his wife Jane Barnes of Collie, W.A.  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 34th Depot Battalion on 1 November, 1915 until November 16 and moved to the Engineer Reinforcements.  On November 27 was allotted to the Miners’ Corps.
Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Barnes was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  

The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  

Final leave was granted and he returned briefly to Collie which was reported in the:

[image: image4.jpg]



The No. 3 Company were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 


On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  
On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  On 29 December, 1915 he was assigned the regimental number 917 and promoted to the rank of Corporal and remained in No. 3 Company.  Due to illness he was reverted to the rank of Sapper on 18 February, 1916.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

A brief leave was granted and he returned to Collie where acknowledgement to the soldiers was given and reported in the:



The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 16 December, 1916.

In March, 1917 he was with No. 1 Section who received training in mine rescue using the Proto breathing apparatus.

His service continued without illness or injury.
On 27 May, 1917 Sapper Barnes was wounded from a gas shell attack and taken to the 17th Field Ambulance with gas poisoning.  He was transferred a day later to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station but was invalided to England on June 1 on the hospital ship St David entering the next day the 4th Southern General Hospital at Plymouth.  
Base Records advised his wife on June 16, 1917 that he had been wounded by gas and again on 19 June when admitted to hospital in England.

His name appeared among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:


He was discharged on 28 June to furlough and Sapper to report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 6th July, 1917.  

Reporting as ordered was taken on strength on July 7 with permanent cadre at the No. 3 Command Depot and to be E.R. Corporal.  Appeared before the Medical Board on July 8 classed with C1 debility and again on July 16, his debility classification remained the same.  

Medical board stated due to debility was to be permanently on Base duties from 14 August, 1917 then was re-classed to C3 debility on 13 September.  Two days later was transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth reverting to the rank of Sapper and the 3rd Tunnelling Company as he ceased duty on permanent establishment due to returning to Australia.
He left the D. Sub-Department at Parkhouse on September 24 and arrived the next day at Weymouth. 

Sapper Barnes embarked for home for discharge in Australia on 17 October, 1917 on transport H.T. Port Lyttleton due to being overage.  Base Records advised his wife on 20 November that he was on his way home. The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 5 December, 1917.
He was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle.  Disciplinary action was taken for the following while there:



Offence:
No.8 A.G.H. A.W.L. from 10.30 p.m. 31/12/17 to 10 a.m. 8/1/18





(7 days 11hrs)



Award:

forfeits 8 day’s pay    9/1/18

Military Discharge was issued on 24 January, 1918 in Perth due to overage.

He returned to their residence at Throssell Street, Collie.  In 1918 he was president of the Collie Branch of the R.S.L.

The following was reported in the:


The British War Medal (8062) and the Victory Medal (8030) were issued to 917 Sapper Robinson Barnes, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his county.

In 1925 their address was Steere Street, Collie.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 4 June, 1926 and again on 7 June, 1934.
Robinson Barnes passed away on 22 August, 1937 aged 69 years in hospital at Collie.  Arrangements were published in the:


His grave is located in the Anglican portion of Collie General Cemetery in section D in grave no. 73.
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Collie Miner Tuesday March 30, 1909:


MILITARY MATTERS


For some considerable time past Mr Robinson Barnes has been interesting himself in the formation of an infantry company at Collie.  In this matter he has received the warmest support from Senator G. Henderson who has received the following two letters from the Acting Secretary of the Department for Defence.


“3/2/09


…in the event of funds being available it is considered that Collie would be a suitable place in which to raise this company.  On receipt of his report you will be further communicated with.”


“26/2/09


…The Military Board, I am to add is opposed to the formation of any further additional volunteer units and the Military Commandant, Western Australia reports that he does not consider the locality would be suitable for the formation of a company of the 1st Battalion, 11th Australian Infantry Regiment as it is too far removed from its headquarters.”





Collie Miner Saturday November 20, 1909:


FACTS ABOUT FOLK


Mr D.A. Stuart, who has succeeded Mr Robinson Barnes as managing-steward of the Collie Club, is an ex-Sergt-Major of the Australian Light Horse, and an ex non-commissioned officer of the 17th Imperial Lancers—a soldier to the backbone.





Collie Miner Saturday 5 August, 1911:


MILITIA COMPANY


Mr Robinson Barnes received a letter on Thursday from Major Battye asking him to convey his best thanks to the Mayor, Councillors and other gentlemen for their courteous attention to him during his late visit to Collie.  He also stated that the formation of the proposed half-company of infantry at Collie could be regarded as assured.





Collie Miner Tuesday December 7, 1915:


PERSONAL


Private Robinson Barnes, who with Private Atherton, has been transferred to the Miners’ Corps, is in Collie on his last leave.  The Miners’ Corps is expected to sail on Saturday.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Collie Miner Saturday March 18, 1916:


CIVIC RECEPTION – TO MEMBERS OF MINERS’ CORPS


PRESENTATION TO SAPPER STAN SIMPSON


An interesting event took place in the Council Chambers on Monday evening last, when the councillors and ex-councillors entertain local members of the Miners’ Corps and made a presentation to Sapper Stan Simpson.  The arrangements were hurriedly made as it was not until Sunday that word came that Collie was to be honoured by a flying visit from the local boys who have joined the Miners; Corps.  Their visit also was not expected as the boys were supposed to be on their way to the front having arrived from the East, where they had been training on Tuesday last and should have proceeded on their way immediately, but, owing to unforeseen circumstances, were delayed, and thus rendered the visit to their homes possible, to the delight of their relatives and friends.  The opportunity was also taken of the visit of Sapper Stan Simpson to make a presentation from the Council, in recognition of the valuable services he had rendered whilst assistant Town Clerk, and also one from the Council staff, this being the first opportunity that had presented itself since Mr Simpson left the Council’s employ to take up arms for his country, as since enlistment he has been in training in Sydney and has, therefore, been unable to visit his home at Collie.  The guests included Sapper Stan Simpson, Lieut. Howie, Sergeant Bedlington, Corporal Robinson Barnes, and Sergeant Hirst (a visitor).


Cpl Robinson Barnes was proud to belong to the Miners’ Corps.  They had a good training whilst in the East and he thought they would give a good account of themselves when they got to the front. 	         Article abridged





'Collie Boys' of the 3rd Tunnelling Company (pictured above)


Back row L to R: Bob Watson (not known - Collie); 1186 Evan Thompson Snr; 243 Robinson Barnes; 1166 Samson Simpson; 913 Thomas Atherton.


Front row L to R: 488 David Bedlington; Lt Oscar Roy Howie MC; unknown soldier.


Photo courtesy the Collie Mail from article printed August 27 2019





West Australian Thursday June 28, 1917:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – 316th CASUALTY LIST


5th MILITARY DISTRICT


	Sapper Robinson Barnes (Collie), gas;						Article abridged





Collie Mail Saturday March 16, 1918:


C.S.W. & R. COMMITTEE – SPORTS MEETING – EASTER MONDAY, APRIL 1ST


The returned soldiers of the town are asking permission to join in the procession and the band will be asked to lend their valuable assistance.  Mr Robinson Barnes was appointed marshall.		Article abridged





West Australian Monday 23 August, 1937:


DEATHS


BARNES.—On August 22, at Collie Government Hospital, Robinson, late of 18 Steere-street, Collie, beloved husband of Jane Barnes; aged 69 years.  His remains will be interred in the Church of England portion of the Collie Cemetery this (Monday) afternoon, the Funeral leaving the R.S.L. Hall at 4 o’clock.


S.E. DOYLE, Undertaker, Collie





Robinson Barnes’ grave in Collie Cemetery, W.A.


Photo supplied by www.ozburials.com and used with permission








