 SAPPER JAMES BAKER

42 – Mining Corps

James Baker stated he was born at sea under the British Flag in 1887 the son of James Baker.  He was residing at Stanthorpe, Queensland in 1915.

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, New South Wales on August 13, 1915 the twenty-eight year old unmarried rope splicer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms were completed on August 24, 1915 at Holdsworthy camp, near Sydney, NSW which describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 63kgs (139lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  His blue eyes passed the eye test with good vision and he had a brown complexion and fair hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin initially nominated was his father James Brown, Hong Kong with any further address unknown and later changed to his friend Mrs Sarah Green at Terrace Cottages, Goodrich Street, Scarborough, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced as a Private until October 28, 1915 when he was transferred to Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW and assigned to the No.1 Company of the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental no. 42.

Disciplinary action was administered for the following:

Offence:
Casula – Breaking picquet being AWL from 6 am 3/2/16 to 6 am 5/2/16 – 2 days

Award:
Fined 10/- [10 shillings) and C.B. 7 days [confined to barracks]

His length of service had been three months and his character classed as fair.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  

Sapper Baker returned as a medical case with Lymphangitis and on April 3, 1916 was admitted to No.8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle where he was to remain during the stay of the Ulysses in port.
Further disciplinary action took place at Blackboy Hill camp on March 21, 1916 for the following:


Offence:

Blackboy Hill – leaving ranks and AWL 21/3/16 from 2 p.m.



Awarded:

Remanded to Headquarters at his request with 24 hours detention






from 10a.m.

He had served seven months and his character was marked as insufficient.

The Mining Corps finally departed Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses and voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt but Sapper Baker was assigned to the 22nd Depot Battalion at Blackboy Hill camp.

On July 1, 1916 he was transferred from the Clearing Hospital at Blackboy Hill camp to Victoria Barracks, Sydney for discharge per the transport Indarra; due to scarring on the sole of his right foot plus a secondary illness of a social disease.   Base Records in Melbourne was advised of his transfer by the 5th Military District and that the 2nd Military District in Sydney had been informed.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on July 24, 1916 as medically unfit.

A Statement of his Service was requested from the Repatriation Commission in Sydney from Base Records and sent on September 6, 1943.
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