SAPPER ANTONY AZZOPPARDI

7352 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in Malta, Antony Azzoppardi was 21 years and 1 month old when he signed the Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad on 14 April 1917.  A medical examination on the same day found him to be ‘fit for active service’.

A single man with no previous military service, Antony was a Contractor, living in Broken Hill, New South Wales.  He was 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 168lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and dark hair.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Broken Hill on 16 April and named as his Next-of-Kin his father, Michael Angelo Azzoppardi of Mellieha, Malta.

Antony spent from 20 April until 1 May at ‘B’ Company, Mitcham, (Adelaide) when he was transferred to the Tunnelling Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria.

Appointed to the Tunnelling Companies on 16 July 1917 at the Miners Camp at Seymour, Victoria, Antony embarked at Melbourne on board HMAT A32 Themistocles on 4 August 1917 with 167 Tunneller Reinforcements.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing seasickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during an unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  

The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic, arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine day voyage.  The troops were entrained to Tidworth, England and marched in to Nos.1-3 Camp, Parkhouse on 3 October.
One of the Tunnellers, 7427 Sapper William James McPeak, died of acute transverse myalitis on 14 August and was buried at sea.  He was one of 4 soldiers to die on this voyage. 
Antony proceeded overseas to France on 14 November 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles on 15 November.  On 19 November he marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion, then to Tunnelling Company Reinforcements before being attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company on 18 December 1917.  He was taken on strength on 27 April 1918.

He proceeded on special leave to Malta on 6 October 1918, marching in to the Australian General Base Depot at Harve on 5 December 1918 and marched out to rejoin his unit on 15 December.

Antony was transferred to England on 24 April 1919 and marched out of No.1 Depot, Parkhouse on 20 June 1919, and in to Longbridge Deverill on 21 June.  On 29 July he was granted leave with pay only until 28 August 1919; to return to the 1st Tunnelling Company on expiry of leave.

On 8 September 1919 he was granted indefinite leave in England ‘awaiting families ship’.

Antony left London on 20 December 1919 for return to Australia on board Runic.  He was admitted to the Ships’ Hospital on 29 December 1919 for 5 days, disembarking in Australia on 13 February 1920.  He was discharged from the A.I.F. on 13 March 1920, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

He had been a member of 1ATC from December 1917 until his return to Australia in December 1919.  In that period he would most probably have been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.  
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While he may not have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts in late 1917, his experiences would have been similar to those described by Frank Hurley:

The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for several months after the Armistice.  

The Electoral Rolls show that in 1930 Antony Azzopardi was registered at Richmond, NSW, employed as a Labourer.  His Documents were sent to the Repatriation Commission, Brisbane on 10 April 1934. 

In May 1934 the Repatriation Commission advised Base Records, Melbourne that they did not have a current address for Antony and suggested they write to the Maltese Farmers & Settlers’ Association in Brisbane or C/o the Innisfail & District Branch, Maltese Farmers & Settlers’ Association.

On 10 July 1934, Base Records received Antonys’ request that his British War Medal and Victory Medal be forwarded to him at Japoonvale, via Innisfail, North Queensland.

The Queensland Electoral Roll shows that between the years 1936 and 1954, Antony Azzopardi was registered as a Cane Farmer at No.3 Branch, Japoon, via Innisfail, Queensland.
 

His Documents were again requested by the Repatriation Commission, Brisbane on 30 October 1957.
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Antony Azzopardi died on 18 August 1978 aged 82 and is buried in the Innisfail Cemetery.

The Cairns Post Saturday August 19, 1978:
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The Cairns Post Tuesday April 20, 1976:
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The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





FUNERAL NOTICES


AZZOPARDI, Antony—The relatives and friends of Mr and Mrs C. Azzopardi and family Kurrimine Beach, Mr and Mrs M. Azzopardi and family Kurrimine Beach, Mr John Azzopardi Kurrimine Beach, Mr and Mrs L. Foster and family Kurrimine Beach, Father Benjamin Azzopardi, Malta, the Bonello family, Japoonvale, the Azzopardi families, Bartle Frere, Fishery Falls, Kurrimine Beach, Silkwood and Sydney are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their late beloved father, father-in-law, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother and uncle, ANTONY AZZOPARDI, which is appointed to move from Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church, Innisfail, after Requiem Mass commencing 3.00 o’clock THIS MONDAY AFTERNOON on route to the Innisfail Cemetery.


The president and members of the R.S.L. Innisfail and District Sub-branch are also respectfully invited to attend.


McGREGOR


(N. & S. Scott)


Funeral Director of Innisfail


Phone 61 1127
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Maltese Ex Servicemens Association NSW sub Branch


Returned and Services League of Australia





FUNERAL NOTICES


AZZOPARDI, Mary—The relatives and friends of Mr A. Azzopardi, Kurrimine Beach, Mr and Mrs M. Azzopardi and family, Cowley, Mr Joe Azzopardi and family, Silkwood, Mr John Azzopardi, Japoonvale, Mrs Marion Fenech and  Carmel, of Kurrimine Beach, Mr and Mrs John Bonello and family, Kurrimine Beach, and the Azzopardi families of Innisfail, Silkwood, Kurrimine Beach, Bartle Frere and Fishery Falls are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of his late beloved wife and their mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, great-grandmother, aunt and cousin, MARY AZZOPARDI, which is appointed to move from Our Lady of good Counsel Catholic Church, Innisfail after Requiem Mass commencing at 3p.m. THIS TUESDAY AFTERNOON on route to the Innisfail Cemetery.


McGREGOR


(N. & S. Scott)


Funeral Director of Innisfail


Phone 61 1127











