SAPPER DAVID AYA

8071 – June Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies
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David Aya stated he was born on August 4, 1888 in Townsville, Queensland.  In 1901 a type of Census was taken of his Aboriginal background which details his family at that time, perhaps for approval for his mother to marry.  It reads:

His mother Lizzie gave a statement appearing in a letter dated November 10, 1901 which states:

Lizzie’s mother was murdered by a black boy Sunday at the Alice River in 1886.  

Lizzie was then about 16 years old.  Lizzie was then taken by a coloured man 

Banda who died at Townsville Hospital in 1887.  She then had a baby named 

David.  She then went to live with Aya.  

The children are referred to as Ada and John Riah by the State School, Ross Island.

[Source: Paul Mackett, Queensland Aboriginal Notes Vol. 65, p.2247, Queensland Aboriginal Genealogical Resources [electronic resource] Indooroopilly, Queensland,  Queensland Family History Society, 2007]
In 1902 a marriage took place between Lizzie Cassidy and Aya Aya, later referred to as John Aya.  

John and Jeuly Aya are listed in the 1917 Townsville Post Office Directories at Eighth Avenue, South Townsville.  In the same street is William Robertson & Co Ltd, Engineers, Victoria Foundry.  There were about five houses listed on Eighth Avenue down to where it meets Sixth Street at that time.  Properties on both these roadways are adjacent to the mouth of Ross River.  David states he was a Labourer but later his occupation is given as a Fisherman and being close to the Foundry and the river, he probably did both. 
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David Aya applied to enlist for overseas service and passed the preliminary medical examination.  His Application shows the single Labourer was aged 28 years and 11 months and small in stature being 159cms (5ft 2½ins) tall and weighing 52.2kgs (115lbs).  His chest expansion was 79-84 cms (31-33½ins).  Postal address was care of William Robertson, South Townsville.  The Recruiting Officer accepted the Application on July 10, 1917 and news of the latest volunteers was published in The Townsville Bulletin on Thursday July 12, 1917:

Forms of Attestation were completed the same day which add further information about him. His complexion was dark with brown eyes and black hair and possessed good vision.  Religious denomination was Church of England and listed no relatives.  This was unacceptable and later his sister Eva Aya, care of Mr Robertson, Victoria Foundry, South Townsville was stated as next-of-kin. 

Five days later news of two of the volunteers’ farewell appeared in The Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday July 17, 1917 but the recruiting officer or reporter seems to have described details pertaining to Robert Prendegast’s previous military service and transferred some facts including his grey hair to David Aya:    


David Aya and Robert Prendegast were both drafted into the No 1 Depot Battalion at Rifle Range Camp, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld and commenced basic training on July 20 concluding on August 20, 1917.  

During this time Home Leave was granted and David applied for 10 days leave from August 3rd to return to Townsville.  His application states the journey was 18 hours by train or 40 hours by boat each way.  Total travelling time would be 116 hours with two days at home and would return on August 14.  He was granted leave as ‘prior to embarkation’ from 6 p.m. August 3 until 8.30 a.m. August 14, 1917 and paid for 6 out of the 10 days. 

On his return the following offence was dealt with: 

Offence:
Rifle Range 14/8/17 A.W.L. 8.30am 14/8/17 to 8.30am 16/8/17 48 hours overstaying home leave – admonished by Major Johnson

Award:

Forfeiture 2 day’s pay.

From there Private Aya progressed to the 10th Reinforcements to the 52nd Battalion from August 21 to September 7 then was transferred to the Miners’ camp (1st Military District) for six days training.  

Disciplinary action was taken for this offence while there:

Offence:
Rifle Range 1/9/17 A.W.L. 6am 1/9/17 to 11.30pm 2/9/17 2 days  

Award:

Punishment awarded 2 days CB (Confined to Barracks)

From Enoggera he was sent to the Tunnellers’ Training Camp at Bendigo, Vic for specialised training remaining until November 26, 1917.  He was assigned the Regimental Number 8071 and the rank of Sapper and placed with the June Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure his Will was completed and handed to the Officer in Charge and sent to Base Records.

The following three offences happened during this time:

Offence:
Bendigo 13/10/17 Breaking Camp A.W.L. 32 hours 2pm 12/10/17 to 10pm 13/10/17 

Award:

5 days CB Fined £1.

Offence:
Bendigo 29/10/17 A.W.L. 7am 27/10/17 to 10am 29/10/17 2 days 3 hrs 

Award:

Fined £2. 3 days CB

Offence:
Seymour 21/11/17 Certified No Entry

Sapper Aya was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  On November 30 at 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. and departed at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo, Ceylon was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The troops disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

Another transgression was committed while in Egypt:

Offence:
Suez Camp 4/1/18 When on Active Service being in possession of a false pass. 

Award:

Punishment 7 days CB. 

The troops were transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 arriving at Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No 3 Details camp the same day for further training for the front.  They had gone from the tropics into the Northern winter. 

On February 10, 1918 Sapper Aya was taken sick to the 2 Auxiliary Hospital at Parkhouse and the next day admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital diagnosed with Measles.  He was discharged on February 26 to the Training Depot.  

On March 12, 1918 was marked as Absent without Leave with no details or punishment recorded but later stated by the Sapper to have been on ‘disembarkation leave from Parkhouse’.  Two days later on March 14 he was admitted to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield, Middlesex suffering from Pleurisy.  His kit was stored while in hospital.

His sister Eva Aya received the following Telegrams dated March 26, 1918:

On April 3, 1918 a Medical Report was prepared with details as follows:


The Board found Sapper Aya was unfit for General Service and unfit for Home Service and should to return to Australia for discharge.

He was discharged from hospital and collected his kit in preparation for the journey home on April 6, 1918.  

The hospital ship Dunluce Castle departed London April 8, 1918.  Sapper Aya had a lower berth for the voyage.  The ship docked at the Suez on April 26 and he was transhipped to the No 1 Australian Hospital Ship Karoola the following day for the remainder of the journey.  His next-of-kin was notified of his return on May 11, 1918.

The hospital ship docked in Sydney, NSW on May 28, 1918 and he was transferred to Brisbane entering the 6th Aust. General Hospital at Kangaroo Point the following day remaining under further treatment for Pleurisy.  The rating of his disability was ¼ % and his mentality was poor.  Release from hospital took place on June 29, 1918 and sent to the S.O.I & R.S. Station where he was discharged medically unfit on July 11, 1918 on a pension of 15/- ($1.50) per fortnight commencing on July 12, 1918.

For enlisting to serve his country Sapper 8071 David Aya, Tunnelling Reinforcements was awarded the British War Medal (32482) for his overseas service.

 It is recorded that David Aya returned and settled in Townsville after overseas service and in the suburb of Heatley, Townsville a small street is named after him. 

His step-father John Aya passed away in May 1920 and his mother Elizabeth Aya continued to live at Eighth Avenue South Townsville until she died in February, 1932.

‘Highways and Byways’ – The Origin of Townsville Street Names - compiled by John Mathew - records:

David was a resident of Eventide Home for the Aged in Charters Towers, Qld when he died aged 76 years and his death was registered under the name Wright.  

He was interred in the family plot with his step-father and mother in Block C1 Row 24 Grave 32  581/0382.


The Townsville Daily Bulletin issue of September 26, 1964 recorded this brief memorial notice:
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THE GREAT WAR


At the Townsville recruiting office on Monday, three recruits offered, and on Tuesday, the same number, all of whom were accepted.   





THE GREAT WAR


Two volunteers left Townsville by the Bingera on Monday night, to join Enoggera Camp, and the usual official send-off was accorded at the Town Hall, where a large crowd gathered, and the Salvation Army band played several selections at the meeting, and on the march.  Addresses were given by the Mayor (Alderman J.E. Clegg), and sergeant Mills, of the recruiting Office, who stated that one of the volunteers was an old Eniskillen Dragoon man, and the other was a returned soldier, who, though grey-haired, was only 25 years of age, and who was volunteering for service a second time.  Cheers were given for the volunteers, and the men marched to the station accompanied by a number of returned soldiers, and a crowd of citizens.  The names of the volunteers are D. Aya and R. Prendegast.





Aya						Lizzie


Age	45 yrs						30 yrs


Born	Cingalee					Black River near Townsville


Approved 1901 Cooktown


       


They live together and have three children namely


		David aged 13 yrs


		Eva    aged 10 yrs


		John   aged   7 yrs	  





Occupation:		Fisherman


	Disability:		Pleurisy


	Date of Disability:	August, 1917.


	Place of Origin:	Australia


Medical History:	Whilst on disembarkation leave from Park House, went sick 14/3/18.  Measles 4 weeks ago.  Pains on both sides of chest.  Has had cough since August 1917, dry and hard.  Had streaky Haemoptysis for 6 days beginning 14/3/18 T100 P90.  Had diarrhoea for 5 days.


Aggravated by:	Active service.  Infection.


Present Condition:	Rales & Rhonchi at both bases.  Rhonchi at both infaclar repous.  Coughing a good deal.  Not much mucopurulent Sputum.  Pain in R & L sides.  Pains in breathing at both sides of chest.  Marked loud friction at L Base posteriorly to mid-axillery line extending up to angle of L scapula friction in mid-axillery line on R also.    
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REPORTED SAPPER DAVID AYA ILL WILL ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER


						


BASE RECORDS   26/3/18
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	NOW REPORTED SAPPER DAVID AYA ADMITTED FIRST AUSTRALIAN AUXILIARY HOSPITAL HAREFIELD ENGLAND FOURTEENTH MARCH PLEURISY
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DEATHS


WRIGHT—The death occurred at Charters Towers on Tuesday 22nd September, 1964 of David (Aya).  Beloved brother of Eva and John Aya.  Private interment Townsville Cemetery, Friday 25th September, 1964.





Aya Street, Heatley.  David Aya returned and settled in Townsville after overseas service during the First World War.











