SAPPER JOSHUA ASHWOOD
1224 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Glenorchy, Hobart, Tasmania was the birthplace of Joshua John Ashwood on 2 January, 1866 the son of Aaron and Mary (nee Hackney) Ashwood.  Baptism took place at Campbellton on 6 February, 1866.  He married on 13 December, 1896 in Zeehan, Tas. to Annie Martha Spinks.  Four years later the following was published in the:

Mercury (Hobart) Friday November 2, 1900:
THE TASMANIAN SOLDIERS’ NATIONAL MEMORIAL FUND. —The following additional subscriptions have been received to the above fund: Mr Joshua Ashwood, West Strahan, 5s;		Article abridged

Injured while working for the Tasmanian Railway was reported in the:
Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday February 7, 1907:
RAILWAY EMPLOYEE INJURED
Joshua Ashwood, a ganger on the Strahan railway, cut himself with an adze on the left leg to-day, and inflicted a nasty wound, which was promptly attended to by Dr Prendergast.


In 1914 their residence was Penguin, Tas. and he was a railway ganger.

During November, 1915 there was a drive to raise a Tasmanian Unit of the Australian Mining Corps and visits to many mining centres was undertaken to enlist men.  Early news of this was reported in the:

The Mercury Wednesday November 3, 1915:
TASMANIA - THE MINING CORPS
Mr W.H. Twelvetrees (Government Geologist) is in receipt of a cablegram from Prof. T.W. Edgeworth David, C.M.G., professor of geology at the Sydney University, stating that he will arrive in Launceston to-morrow by the Loongana in connection with the raising of the Tasmanian unit of the Australian Mining Corps, of which it is understood that he will be major.  Mr Twelvetrees is doing all he can to assist Prof. David in this direction.  Captain T.H. Vincent, as already stated, is enlisting men at Zeehan.

At the recruiting depot in Claremont, Tas. on 23 November, 1915 the forty-nine year old platelayer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation Forms as 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-92cms (35-36½ins) and had a ruddy complexion with blue eyes and grey hair.  Distinctive marks were tattoo marks on both arms.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Annie Ashwood of Penguin, Tas. and stated he had three dependent children under sixteen years of age.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance two days later.

Basic training commenced the same day at Claremont camp with the Mining Corps until December 16, 1915 when allotted to the 1st Reinforcements to the No. 3 Company of the Corps.  The Tasmanian recruits were transferred to the Corps training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales and were in their establishment phase preparing for departure.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1224.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  
Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 3 Company was allotted to the 11th Corps, 1st Army with No. 1 and No. 2 Sections marching into billets at Laventie and Le Drumez on 13/5/16 from Hazebrouck.  No. 3 Section of No. 3 Company proceeded from Hazebrouck to Le Hamel on 13/5/16 to the 254th Company R.E. while No. 4 Section of No. 3 Company went from Hazebrouck to Bethune on 13/5/16 to the 251st Company R.E. both for instructional purposes.

Fourteen days after arriving in France on 21 May, 1916 Sapper Ashwood received a gunshot wound to his right hand and was taken to the 99th Field Ambulance A.A.M.C. then transferred two days later to the Rest Station at the 101st Field Ambulance of the 33rd Division.  He was discharged to duty on May 30 and re-joined his unit the following day.

His service continued without illness or injury and leave from France was granted and taken from 21 May, 1917 returning to duty on 31 May.

Base Records advised his wife on 10 June, 1916 he had been wounded in action and given his address for correspondence.

Sapper was issued with three Blue Chevrons on 20 February, 1918 to wear on his uniform for serving twelve month abroad.  He was counted in an audit of the company to be still with his unit on 26 April, 1918.

He was paid in France on 25 May, 1918.Sapper Joshua Ashwood
Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree with photo shared to the Tree by Barry Farrow on 15 Jan., 2016


Sapper went sick to hospital on 9 June, 1918 and returned the following day and again on 17 June to the 34th Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) moving to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station and later conveyed on the Ambulance Train no.4 to the 4th General Hospital.  

On 13 July was invalided to England on the hospital ship Cambria entering Spalding Hall hospital affiliated with Edmonton Military Hospital, London with P.U.O. (slight)

A transfer on 7 August, 1918 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield followed and two days later was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 24 August.

Sapper reported from Headquarters in London as ordered to Weymouth to await his voyage home.  He went sick to military hospital there on 5 October, 1918.

Sapper Ashwood embarked on 19 October, 1918 for discharge in Australia due to debility on 19 October, 1918 on board H.T. Sardinia. 

Base Records advised his wife on 15 November, 1918 that he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 27 December, 1916.  News of their arrival was published in the:Herald (Melbourne) Friday December 27, 1918:
U BOAT MEETS LINER – R.M.S. SARDINIA ARRIVES – P. & O. SAILINGS TO RESUME
After a prolonged and uneventful voyage of seventy-two days from London the P. & O. liner Sardinia berthed at the new pier Port Melbourne, this morning with troops.  Leaving London on October 15, the Sardinia proceeded to Plymouth and left that port on October [blurred date] with a large fleet of transports in convoy.  Escorted as far as Sierra Leone, the vessel continued the journey to Australia unattended.
Captain F.G. Cadiz, D.S.O., who is now in command of the steamer, acted in a similar capacity when the Sardinia was torpedoed off Gibraltar by an enemy submarine in February last year.  The vessel was struck forward but by careful manoeuvring and skilful navigation, Captain Cadiz managed under great difficulties managed to get her into Oran, Algeria after putting up a strenuous fight against the enemy.  In acknowledgement of this gallant and precise action the Order of the Distinguished Service Cross was bestowed on the Commander.
Many other members of the crew on board witnessed the duel between the liner and the U-boat and the destruction of the pirate by a British torpedo boat.

Age (Melbourne) Tuesday December 31, 1918:
CASE OF THE SARDINIA
Acting on instructions by the Minister of Defence, the adjutant-general (Brigadier-General Sellheim) and the Quartermaster-General (Brigadier-General Forsyth) are arranging for a full and complete inquiry into the complaints made by the soldiers who returned to Melbourne on Friday by the Sardinia.  The troops bound for New South Wales and Queensland refused to proceed further by the boat after reaching Melbourne, alleging that the ship was in a dirty state and the food bad, while the officers had provided themselves incapable of looking after the men’s interests and securing proper discipline.  The Minister stated yesterday that evidence would be taken both in Melbourne and Sydney.  Then the question of conducting investigations in public was being considered.



He crossed the Tasman Sea and arrived back in Penguin where a welcome was extended and reported in:
Advocate (Burnie) Friday January 3, 1919:
PENGUIN
Soldiers’ Return – On Monday evening Sapper Jos. Ashwood, of the Pioneer Tunnelling Corps, returned from active service after nearly three years’ service. An official welcome on behalf of the municipality was extended by the Warden (Cr I.H. Fieldings) who praised Sapper Ashwood for the splendid example of [blurred word] and wished him on behalf of residents of the municipality, every happiness in the future.  Mr W.C. Stuart extended a welcome on behalf of the Red Cross and Patriotic League, and congratulated Sapper Ashwood on his return to his wife and family.  Prior to enlistment, the sapper was ganger on the Government railways, having relinquished a good position to fight for the nation’s honor.  After cheers had been given, Sapper Ashwood with his family was motored home.  

On 16 January, 1919 Anglesea Barracks, (6th Military District) Hobart forwarded to Base Records medical proceedings for the soldier advising his return on the Sardinia on 27 December, 1918 and he was discharged on 23 December, 1919.  On 14 February, 1919 an amended advice was sent that the date of discharge was to be 23 February, 1919 with the date of adjustment of 7 February, 1919 and Certificate of Discharge issued on 28 January, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 23 February, 1919.  He returned to be a railway ganger at Penguin and later that year moved to Irishtown with the same occupation.  

The British War Medal (3324) and the Victory Medal (3323) were issued to wear for Sapper 1224 Joshua Ashwood, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart advised on 6 May, 1921 that his War Medal was available and the decoration was requested by him to be sent by registered post to his address at Irishtown, via Stanley.  This was receipted by him on 16 May, 1921.  The Victory Medal was also sent this way and delivery was signed on 12 November, 1923.

In 1922 they were living at Smithton.  The following was reported in the: Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday October 18, 1922:
SMITHTON LAND SALE
The Crown Lands officer (Mr R.H. Smith) conducted an auction sale of town lands and rural land at Smithton on Saturday afternoon.  The following lots were disposed of: Lots 7 to 11, upset £20, last block £25 Joshua Ashwood;									Article abridged



On the death of his sister he was involved with her Estate affairs with the notice published in the:

Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday September 23, 1924:
JUDICIAL AND LAW NOTICES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that after the expiration of fourteen days from the publication hereof Application will be made to the Supreme Court of Tasmania in its Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction that Letters of Administration of the Estate of Sarah Foster, late of Orford in Tasmania to Joshua Ashwood of Irishtown in Tasmania, Railway Employee the lawful eldest brother of the said deceased.
Dated this twenty-second day of September, One thousand nine hundred and twenty-four.
DOBSON, MITCHELL AND ALLPORT, Proctors for the said Joshua Ashwood.

His wife became ill and the following was reported in the:
Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday March 12, 1930:
SMITHTON ITEMS
Mrs Joshua Ashwood, owing to ill-health, and her husband were conveyed to Hobart on Saturday in Mr F. Aitken’s Studebaker car.


On her death the following notices were placed in the:
Mercury (Hobart) Monday June 2, 1930:
DEATHS
ASHWOOD, On 31st May, 1930, at the General Hospital, Hobart, Annie, the dearly beloved wife of Joshua Ashwood, and beloved fourth daughter of the late Allan and Bridget Spinks, of Irish Town, N.W. Coast, aged 56 years.  North-West Coast papers please copy.
FUNERAL NOTICES
ASHWOOD.—Funeral of the late Mrs J. Ashwood will moved from the Funeral Parlour of the undersigned on Monday Afternoon (This Day), at 2 o’clock for Cornelian Bay Cemetery.  Friends are respectfully invited to attend.
CLARK BROS.
WILLIAM J. CLARK, Funeral Director


Remaining in Smithton snippets of his activities appeared in the newspaper: 

Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday February 3, 1932:
SMITHTON ITEMS 
The annual meeting of the Circular Head branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. was held in the Soldiers’ Hostel on Tuesday of last week with Mr C.V. Drake, president, in the chair.  There was a moderate attendance.  Last year’s officials were re-elected, except that Mr F. Sharp, was appointed auditor; President, Mr Drake; vice-president, Mr Joshua Ashwood, senr; secretary Mr A. Emmett; treasurer, Mr E. Geale; delegate to conference, Mr A.B. Fenton.												Article abridged

Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday April 12, 1933:
SMITHTON ITEMS – TOC H
Toc H had tea at 6.30 p.m. on Monday, after which Mr H. Marshall, who with Mr Joshua Ashwood represented the Smithton group at their eighth Federal rally, held at Launceston, interested member with a resume of the proceedings.  The largest attendance was on Saturday, when 2500 people attended in the Albert Hall.  Mr Marshall’s description made it plain that the occasion was memorable.

Joshua Ashwood died in the Public Hospital, Launceston on 30 July, 1935 aged 69 years.  Family announcements were placed in the relevant newspapers of each district in:

Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday July 31, 1935:
DEATHS
ASHWOOD.—On the 30th July, 1935, at the Public Hospital, Launceston, Joshua, relict of the late Annie Ashwood, late of Smithton.  Aged 69 years. R.I.P.  Late 3rd Tunnelling Company, A.I.F., and late of the Tasmanian Government Railways.
FUNERAL NOTICES
ASHWOOD. —The funeral of the late Mr Joshua Ashwood is appointed to leave the Funeral Parlours of Clark Bros., 17 Argyle-street, Hobart, on Thursday, 1st August, at 2 o’clock for interment in the Cornelian Bay Cemetery.
C.T. FINNEY, Funeral Director, in conjunction with CLARK BROS., Argyle-street, Hobart Funeral Directors

Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday July 31, 1935:
DEATHS
ASHWOOD.—On July 30, 1935, at the Public Hospital, Launceston, Joshua, relict of the late Annie Ashwood, late of Smithton, aged 69 years.  R.I.P.  Late 3rd Tunnelling Co., A.I.F., and late of the Tasmanian Government Railways.
FUNERAL NOTICES
ASHWOOD.—The funeral of the late Mr Joshua Ashwood is appointed to leave the funeral parlour of Clark Bros., 17 Argyle Street on Thursday Afternoon, August 1, at 2 o’clock, for interment in the Cornelian Bay Cemetery.  Friends are invited to attend.
C.T. FINNEY
Funeral Director, Launceston in conjunction with CLARK BROS, Funeral Directors, Argyle Street.

Burial took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart within section H in grave no. 421.  His wife’s grave is located in the same section in gravesite no. 294.
The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service record which was forwarded on 22 July, 1935.

A small obituary was also published in the:
Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday July 31, 1935:
OBITUARY – MR JOSHUA ASHWOOD
Mr Josiah Ashwood, who left Smithton ten days ago for medical advice, was operated upon in Launceston General Hospital on Monday and died yesterday, aged 71.  He was a Hobart man and came to Circular Head about 40 years ago, serving as a foreman on the railway line at Irishtown and subsequently at Smithton until he retired.
His wife, who was a Miss Spinks, died at Hobart three or four years ago. There are three sons, Albin (Wiltshire), Jos. (Qld) and Dot (N.Z.) and a married daughter living at Devonport.  He was a returned soldier, a quiet and modest man, much liked and respected in Smithton, where he took an interest in the R.S. & S.I.L.A., Toc H and the Labor League.
  


Further announcements and tributes for the gentleman were also reported in the:

Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday August 7, 1935:
SMITHTON ITEMS
Mr Joshua Ashwood was buried in Hobart.

Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday August 14, 1935:
SMITHTON ITEMS – TOC H SERVICE
There was a full attendance in the Baptist Church on Sunday night, when after the usual service the Toc H. group held a special meeting.  Hymns were announced in turn by Messrs Rex Brumby, Harold Ziegler, Gil Barnett and Rose Atkinson, Mr B. Wragg read the scripture lesson, Mr L. Browning said the Toc H prayer and adjutant Axon gave an impressive address.  During the ceremony of light the Rev F. Barren made feeling reference to the loss to the community sustained by the death of Mr Joshua Ashwood.

Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday October 1, 1935:
R.S.L. REUNION AT STANLEY
Mr Partridge then welcomed the diggers.  Since last reunion the Stanley sub-branch had lost a member by death.  Dr Looney and the Smithton sub-branch had lost three, Messrs Joshua Ashwood, Thomas Meaney and Alfred Jones, but as the number of returned soldiers decreased the keenness of those who were left increased.												Article abridged
Circular Head Chronicle Wednesday October 30, 1935:
NOTICES
ALL Persons having claims against the undermentioned estates are required to lodge the same with the Public Trustee, Hobart, on or before the 29th day of November next.
	JOSHUA ASHWOOD, late of Smithton, retired Railway Employee.
								E.D. KEMP, Public Trustee

There is no headstone.
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