LIEUTENANT RONALD GEORGE BUSH ASHCROFT

3rd Tunnelling Company
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Ronald George Bush was born on 16 April 1883 at Dunedin, New Zealand, the son of George Henry and Helen Bowman (nee Bush) Ashcroft.

He attended Wanganui College for 7 years and completed a 4-year course in Mining Engineering at Sydney University.

He married Muriel Sheaffe Campbell at Chatswood, New South Wales (NSW) in 1914.

Ronald completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 28 July 1915, stating that he was a Mining Engineer by profession, also listing Paymaster and Accountant as professions.

He had previously been rejected for service due to his eyesight and his previous military service was 4 years with the Varsity Scouts where he had passed the examination for 2nd Lieutenant rank (C.M.F.) in 1910.  He had attended a Military Science course and had been the Quartermaster Sergeant at the A.I.F. Engineer Depot for 6 months. 

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Mrs. Muriel S. Ashcroft of “Glengarry”, Southerland Road, Chatswood.

A medical examination on the same day recorded that he was 5ft 9¾ins tall, weighed 140 lbs, had a fair complexion, blue eyes with good sight with glasses, and brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.  Distinguishing marks recorded were scars on right side of forehead and right side of upper lip.  Ronald signed the Attestation Paper and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 1 September 1915 at Sydney, NSW.

On 5 July 1916 he was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria and embarked on Armadale 10 days later.

HMAT A26 Armadale departed Port Melbourne on 19 July 1916 with 2/Lt R.G.B. Ashcroft in charge of 78 O.Rs. making up the 2nd Reinforcements for the Mining Corps.  Reaching Durban on 15 August, leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. before Armadale departed next day.  Arriving at Cape Town on 20 August, a 3-hour Route march was organised, arriving back at the ship at 1 p.m.  Leave was granted until 11 p.m. with the ship to leave at 2 p.m., but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  Liquor in town was considered of bad quality and as a result 10 tunnellers did not embark as scheduled on 21 August.

After a days stop at Port le Grand, St Vincent on 8 September, Armadale arrived at Devonport, England on 20 September 1916.  Disembarking after a voyage of 64 days, the troops entrained for Tidworth Station.  2/Lt Ashcroft & 2 Tunnellers got measles on board.

Ronald left No.3 Camp, Parkhouse on 21 November and proceeded overseas to France.  He marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) on 25 November and was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 11 December 1916.

On 31 January 1917 he was wounded in action, receiving a shell wound to the left shoulder and ear, and was treated at the 4th Australian Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to the 45th Casualty Clearing Station and then to Ambulance Train 15, which transported him on 2 February to the 8th General Hospital at Rouen where he was admitted on 3 February.
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He was discharged to the AGBD at Etaples on 9 March, reaching there on 12 March.  He marched out of the AGBD on 15 March and was attached for duty to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) on 16 March 1917. 
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Ronald was taken on strength of 3ATC on 5 August 1917.  He proceeded on leave on 14 February 1918, rejoining his unit on 1 March.

The Companies major effort at this time was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and in the following year locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.
The investigation party consisting of 4 officers, 12 N.C.O.’s and 42 O.R’s detailed by 3ATC to search for and remove any traps or mines left by the enemy in the area occupied by the 1st Canadian Division, during the operations at Hill 70 by the Canadian Corps, assembled in forward dugouts on the night of the 14 August under the command of Lieut H. Russel.


The Party was divided into 3 detachments as follows: -

(a) 
Lieut. C.C. Shaw with 4 N.C.O.’s and 114 O.R were detailed for duty in the 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade Area.

(b) 
Lt R.G.B. Ashcroft with 4 N.C.O’s and 14 O.Rs were detailed for duty in the 3rd Canadian 

 Infantry Brigade Area.

(c) 
Lt T. Taylor with 4 N.C.Os and 14 O.Rs were detailed to stand by the 137th Infantry Brigade, 46th Division at Hulloch Tunnel in case of an enemy retirement, opposite that Brigade Front.  This detachment stood by from 9/8/17 until the 18/7/17.  It was not called upon for duty.

Two parties of 40 O.Rs of Infantry were added to Detachments (a) and (b) by the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigades for duty in their respective areas as sentries, runners, spoil carriers, etc.

Detachments (a) and (b) moved forward as soon as pre arranged messages were received from the respective Brigades, viz at 5.5 am and 4.55 a.m. respectively on 15 August.

The first objectives were Forward Battalion Headquarters and Advanced Brigade report centre.  These objectives were reached after passing through severe enemy barrage.  Having examined the first objectives, the detachments proceeded to investigate other parts of the area captured, particularly the dugout accommodation.  No mines of traps were found, and any prisoners used in connection with the investigation denied all knowledge of mines or traps having been laid.

The work was carried out under trying circumstances and was much hampered, particularly on 15 and 16 August by the presence of many wounded Canadians and Germans in the dugouts.  The dugouts of the Chalk Cutting were found to be extensive, and part had been used as a Dressing Station for wounded.

The Cutting had been subjected to very heavy shelling by both sides and there were over 50 dead and wounded Germans there on the afternoon of 7 August also a large number of machine guns.  It is possible that entrances from this cutting to dugouts have been crumped in by the heavy shelling and that further accommodation may be discovered by removing the spoil from the sides of the cutting.

An enemy defensive Mine System was examined with entrances from the enemy old front line.  This system was previously known to exist from listening results.  A survey of this system was made.  One gallery was tamped and was found to contain a charge of explosives.

The Party was most fortunate.  Only two casualties were sustained during the operations.

In his report to the Controller of Mines, and 1st Canadian Div. etc, 1st Army, our C.O. testified to the good work done by all ranks.
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The following was received at 3ATC:

After the Hill 70 which commenced on the 15th of August and when all the objectives had been successfully achieved, the Investigation Party of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg Co. continued the examination of captured positions, dugouts and so on in search of booby traps and mines until the 18th, when the Party withdrew.

No mines or traps were found in the area of operation, and prisoners captured, denied any knowledge of them.

On 10 October 1918, Ronald wrote a brief note to his C.O., Major Alex Sanderson, about an idea he had had for locating enemy shells left by the enemy as booby traps using a magnetic instrument.  He expanded the idea in his brief note in a more detailed submission:
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On the same day, Major Sanderson had the suggestion typed up for a formal submission, complete with sketches, and sent it to the Controller of Mines, 5th Army.  The submission was passed through the Chief Engineer, 5th Army and the Chief Engineer, I Corps to the Engineer in Chief, but the war ended before an instrument based on Ashcrofts’ idea could be developed.

Ronald again proceeded on leave from 14 to 29 October 1918.

On 7 November 1918, the A.I.F. Educational Scheme began to take shape so far as it affected the 3ATC.  Captain Chaplain, W.J. Gray was appointed Education Officer and an Education Committee was formed which included Lieut. R.G.B. Ashcroft as a member.

Their duties were to organize classes of instruction in accordance with the A.I.F. Education Scheme, or as might be approved by the C.O. on the recommendation of the Committee.

On 19 February 1919 he disembarked in England and reported to the A.I.F. Training Depot, Parkhouse.

Ronald was awarded the Military Cross which was promulgated in the London Gazette of 8 March 1919:

“He commanded an investigation party during the advance from Hulluch and Hill 70 (near Lens) on 1st-16th October 1918.  He set a fine example of gallantry to his men by personally removing the detonators from a large number of ingenious traps which had been laid by the enemy.  His party removed over 600 dangerous traps, and rendered the area safe for the advancing troops.” 

He was granted leave with pay and subsistence from 24 February until 3 May 1919 to further his studies in metallurgy, attending E.A. Ashcroft at 65 London Wall, London.  An extension of his leave was granted from 4 May until 15 June 1919.

He reported for duty to No.2 Group, Sutton Veny on 23 June 1919 and marched out to No.3 Group, Codford on 4 July.  

Ronald left London on 4 July 1919 on board Dunvegan Castle, disembarking in Sydney on 23 August 1919.

His appointment as an officer in the A.I.F. was terminated on 26 October 1919.  He was entitled to wear the Military Cross, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
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On 8 February 1920, C.A. Campbell advised the Army that the Notice of Award of the Military Cross to Ronald had arrived safely, and advising that he was at present in New Zealand and it was not known when he would be returning.

In 1936 the Electoral Roll records Ronald, a clergyman, and Muriel living at Moore Street, Austinmer.  By 1943 their address was The Rectory, Richmond.

Ronald served in World War 2 as a Flight Lieutenant in the RAAF at Station Headquarters, Richmond.  He was discharged on 1 July 1947.
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In January 1950 his military medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.


In 1952 Ronald re-married at Parramatta to Aileen Lilian Burrow.  The Electoral Roll for 1954 records the couple living at St Ann’s, Austinmer, where Ronald is a clergyman.


Aileen died at Bulli, NSW in 1970.

A plaque commemorating his service can be located in Northern Suburbs Crematorium, Macquarie Park on panel QJ – niche 111.


Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed. 

Ronald appears on the list in 1968 his address recorded as St. Anns Cottage, Austinmer, NSW, with a notation of his death on 9 December 1960.  While it appears he did not attend the reunions, he was not forgotten by his fellow Tunnellers, being mentioned in the 1949 Circular to members after the Anzac Reunion:

“We were very delighted to hear from the (now) Rev R.G.B. Ashcroft who is stationed at Richmond.  We have not heard from him much in recent years and are glad to hear he is still on deck.”

[Group photos of 3ATC Officers, including Ronald Ashcroft, taken outside their Nissen hut quarters at Neoux-le-Mines, France on 19 June 1918 are held by the Australian War Memorial: Image IDs E02485 & E02489.]

Ronald had no children but when I was a child a Christmas cheque would always come for the children of his five nieces.  Basil died when they were small children.
Possibly of some interest are his strong family engineering and mining connections.  His grandfather George Ashcroft was a railway engineer, and a pioneer in NZ railway development.  He moved to Sydney in 1889.  Ronald’s Uncle Edgar Ashcroft developed a gold extracting process trailed at Cockle Creek, his Uncle James William Ashcroft was a mining engineer and I understand RGB lived with him in Australia while doing his engineering degree and his Uncle Albert Edward Ashcroft was a surveyor prominent in a Canadian irrigation scheme. 
The whole Ashcroft family for several generations was very much involved in the Anglican Church.  

The attached photo is of Ronald with his younger brother my grandfather Basil Ashcroft.  We have just had a family reunion on the centenary of Basil’s placement of the ANZAC memorial cross on the hill above his small rural parish of Tinui.  This has become a centre for the ANZAC commemoration in NZ.
He died in 1933 leaving my grandmother with five daughters, the oldest being only twelve.  I had wondered whether Ronald felt he had to take up the responsibility to the church but he made his commitment much earlier, probably soon after the war. It must have been a shattering experience, apart from the direct personal experience, he lost two cousins in France and his only sister and two more cousins died in the 1918 flu epidemic. 
Barbara Simons
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with the assistance of Barbara Simmons, granddaughter of Basil Ashcroft.

AWM Image ID H00056: ASHCROFT Ronald George Bush - Studio portrait of Lieutenant Ronald George Bush Ashcroft MC, 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company of Chatswood, NSW.  A Mining Engineer prior to his enlistment on 28 July 1915. he embarked for overseas service aboard HMAT Armidale on 19 July 1916.








3ATC End of War Report:





On 16/3/17 Lt R.G.B. Ashcroft reported from 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion & was attached to Unit.


During the month of May 1917, the Company was principally engaged in road construction.


Following the advances made in April against Vimy Ridge, Lievin & Hill 65, St Pierre & Loos, road making formed an important part of our programme of work.  Roads in the Calonne – Maroc – Lievin – Bully Grenay & Cite St Pierre localities were attended to, and bridges rebuilt or repaired.


An important main road into Lievin from Calonne was remade over our old Front Line systems & was named Australian Road.  2250 yards of this road which include “No Man’s Land” was made available for lorries and heavy guns in 42 hours working time.


Dugouts, dressing stations, & M.G. emplacements were constructed during the month of May.


The Special Investigation Detachment, consisting of 3 officers Lt C.C. Shaw, Lt R.G.B. Ashcroft, & J. Taylor with 60 O.Rs continued training and carried out the work of investigating enemy dugouts for mines and booby traps.


On this date (22 July 1917 Lt H.W. Brown was promoted Captain & 2/Lt Ashcroft, R.G.B. & 2/Lt Taylor, T. promoted Lieutenants.  Authority A.A.G., A.I.F. /151/27/44.








2/Lt Ashcroft - cropped from a photo of the Officers of 3ATC taken on the Anniversary of arrival in France, 5 May 1917.


Original photo courtesy


Robin Sanderson, Paris, France.





							“Headquarters


								16th Canadian Inf. Bn.


							The Canadian Scottish 


	20 Aug, 1917.


“To O.C.,


	3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy.


Please accept our very best thanks for the efficient services rendered this Battalion by your Mr Ashcroft, during recent operations.  He was most painstaking in his duties and the presence of him and his section was an assurance to us that the duties to which they had been assigned were ably performed.


								(Sgd) C.W. PECK


									Lieut Colonel


									    Commanding


								16th Battalion “The Canadian Scottish.”








Sydney Morning Herald – Saturday 18 December 1926:





Archbishop Wright held an ordination in St. Andrew's Cathedral yesterday and the following were ordained as priests - Herbert Eric Felton, Th.L., Archibald Edward Hodgson, Th.L., William Wynn Jones, B.A., Th.L., Seering John Matthews, Th.L., Keith Benjamin Jack Smith, William Hursthouse Stanger, M.A., Th.L., Leonard Neville Sutton B.A., Th.L..  The following were admitted into the order of deacons - Ronald George Bush Ashcroft, Harold Duncan Bagot, B.A., Alfred Robert Bowie, Charles Walker Chandler, Oswald Sydney Fleck, Norman Fox, Frederick Jones, Frederick Herbert Meyer, William Noel Rook, Cecil Edward Arthur Reynolds (by request of the Bishop of Tasmania), John Walter Russell, Reginald James Tuck.


Abridged








Tunnellers Circular by Johnnie Royle - 30th June, 1949:





We were very delighted to hear from the (now) Rev R.G.B. Ashcroft who is stationed at Richmond.  We have not heard from him much in recent years and are glad to hear he is still on deck.


Abridged








Sydney Morning Herald – Saturday 17 November 1951:


LEGAL NOTICES


IN the Will of MURIEL SHEAFFE ASHCROFT late of Wentworth Falls in the State of New South Wales Married Woman deceased - Application will be made after 14 days from the publication hereof that Probate of the last Will and Testament dated 6th April 1911 of the abovenamed deceased may be granted to Ronald George Bush Ashcroft the Executor named In the said Will And all notices may be served at the undermentioned address.  All Creditors in the Estate of the deceased are hereby required to send in particulars of their claims to the undersigned HUGHESDON & DAVIS, Proctors for the Executor, 17 O’Connell Street Sydney.








Nepean Times – NSW – Thursday 1 November 1951:


PERSONAL


MANY district folk, particularly parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene Church, St. Marys, will regret to learn of the death of Mrs. Muriel Sheaffe Ashcroft, wife of the Rev. R. G. B. Ashcroft, formerly Rector at St. Marys, which took place in the Blue Mountains War Memorial Hospital, Katoomba, on Tuesday, October 30.  Interment took place in the Northern Suburbs' Cemetery to-day.








The Windsor and Richmond Gazette - Wednesday 7 November 1951:


PERSONAL


THERE passed away at the Blue Mountains War Memorial Hospital on October 30 a widely respected former Richmond resident in Mrs. Muriel Sheaffe Ashcroft, wife of the Rev. R. G. B. Ashcroft, of Wentworth Falls and formerly Rector of St. Peter's, Richmond, the news coming as a sad shock to a wide circle of friends in this district. During her husband's long term as Rector at Richmond the late Mrs. Ashcroft proved herself a worthy helpmeet in parish affairs, and a good citizen generally, and the example she set in parish leadership and keen enthusiasm in various women's groups generally has caused her to be held in affectionate esteem by all who had the pleasure, of working with her in such matters, who join with all Hawkesbury friends generally in offering their sympathy to her husband in his great, loss.  The funeral moved from St. Peter's Church, Chatswood, for the Church of England cemetery at Northern Suburbs, where the remains were laid to rest.'








The Windsor and Richmond Gazette - Wednesday 28 November 1951:





Memorial Service


LATE MRS. ASHCROFT


On last Sunday, November 25, a large congregation gathered at St. Peter's Church of England, Richmond, to pay tribute to the memory of the late Muriel Sheaffe Ashcroft, wife of the former Rector, Rev. R. G. B. Ashcroft.  The hymns chosen for the service were favourites of Mrs. Ashcroft.  The Misses R. Zander and M. Sly feelingly rendered as a duet 'The Stranger of Galilee.'  Mr. J. Russell, former organist, and Miss E. Wynn shared the organ playing.  All present were deeply moved when the Rev. Ashcroft read so expressively the New Testament lesson.  A glowing tribute to the late Mrs. Ashcroft was paid by Archdeacon S. H. Denman, L. Th., whom the Rev. Ashcroft had assisted in his early ministry.  The Archdeacon said he was sure that her life of service and noble Christian example would long be remembered in Richmond and wherever she had laboured. Rev. L. S. Richards, Rector of St. Peter's, announced the commencement of a fund to set up in the church a suitable memorial to commemorate the life and work of Mrs. Ashcroft.  At the conclusion of the service all adjourned to the Parish Hall for a friendly cup of tea.  Many were glad to be able to renew acquaintance with their former Minister.  Dr. Neil Campbell, a nephew, voiced the deep appreciation of the Rev. Ashcroft and his relatives to all responsible for the service and the after gathering.








The Windsor and Richmond Gazette - Wednesday 13 August 1952:


 


Memorial Unveiled At St. Peter’s


Sunday, August 3, was notable for two important happenings at St. Peter's Church Richmond.


PRIOR to Morning Prayer, pupils of the Sunday School and Kindergarten, and their teaching staff, assembled in the Parish Hall, with a number of parents and other parishioners.  It was a great joy to all to have present their former Rector, Rev. R. G. B. Ashcroft, accompanied by several relatives of the late Mrs. Ashcroft. 





MEMORIAL PRIZES


The Rector, Rev. L. S. Richards, paid tribute to the wonderful work done by Mrs. Ashcroft in Kindergarten and Sunday School in training young lives for Christ.  To perpetuate her memory in this parish, Rev. Ashcroft had contributed a considerable sum to the special memorial fund, requesting that this money be invested, and that the interest therefrom should provide annually, certain 'Mrs. Ashcroft Memorial Prizes.'  Following on a very welcome word of greeting and exhortation to the children by Rev. R. G. B. Ashcroft, the Rector unveiled and dedicated a very lovely portrait of the late Mrs. Ashcroft, and read the inscription: 'Muriel Sheaffe Ashcroft.  A Greatly Beloved Worker in this Parish among Young and Old.  30th October, 1951.  Forever with the Lord.'





The portrait and the Memorial Prizes should keep alive in the memory of the present and future generations of Sunday School children a very real appreciation of the fragrant life and unselfish service of this devoted Servant of God. 


Contributed.


Article Abridged








Sydney Morning Herald -  Friday December 9, 1960:


FUNERALS


ASHCROFT, The Relatives and Friends of the late Rev. RONALD GEORGE BUSH ASHCROFT, of Austinmer, are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave St Anne’s Church of England, Homebush Road, Strathfield, This Day, after service commencing at 10.30 a.m. for Rookwood Crematorium.  No flowers by request.


METROPOLITAN BURIAL AND CREMATION SOCIETY.


Railway Pde, Burwood U1278-9








Ashcroft Plaque at Northern Suburbs Crematorium


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Residents of Tinui want recognition for Mt Maunsell, site of the first Anzac Day service in 1916.


Photo: ROBERT KITCHIN/ The Dominion Post








In 1914 there were over a thousand single men in the area, and many volunteered to go to war.   In 1916 Rev. Basil Ashcroft held an ANZAC ceremony at Tinui's Church of the Good Shepherd and then erected a cross on top of Mount Maunsel which overlooks the village.  Despite being constructed of Jarrah hardwood, the exposed position of the location took its toll on the original memorial, and as a result, in 1965 the degraded timber cross was replaced in its original position with the present one made of aluminium. 


www.wairarapanz.com/tinui








Reverend Basil Davey Ashcroft 1887 – 1933.  Vicar of Tinui Parish 1915 – 1927


He was born in Dunedin in 1887. After studying to obtain a B.A. degree he came to Masterton in 1912.


He conducted many services at Tinui, including one in August 1915 where he commemorated the commencement of war one year prior.  He was inducted at this church on 29th October 1915 as its Vicar by Thomas Henry Sprott, Bishop of Wellington.


Over the succeeding months he ran a number of collections at services for the “Wounded Soldiers Fund”.


These collections must have rested heavily on his conscience.


You could imagine what he was thinking as he joined the large contingent at the that farewell troupes off to the Great War on March 2nd 1916 at the Langdale sports grounds (Whareama).


At Easter that year he announced that we intended to hold the service in honour of the men at war.


In the same parish newsletter lists the names of 7 local men, whose lives had already been lost in the Gallipoli campaign.  It also recorded a similar number wounded or sick, and almost 2 dozen in training or serving. A heavy tool for a small community of 500.


St Marks festival day 25th April 1916 say the beginning of a day of commemoration. That day was the 1st anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli, Turkey.


At 7:30am Rev. Ashcroft held a service in this building.


Later that morning the cross was raised on top of the Tinui Taipo (Mt Maunsell). The 4” x 4” jarra cross was carried up by locals and boy scouts.


There was a Memorial Service held at 3:00pm in the Town Hall. The town hall at that time was located directly across the road from the lychgate.


In 1924 a plinth was erect by the then Tinui School 500ms north of here. E176 4.190 S40 52.308.  This was later moved to outside the War Memorial hall (built 1954). E176 4.338 S40 52.677


Less than 6 months later Ashcroft took leave from his post to join the 17th Reinforcement as a Chaplain Captain.  He served in England and France.


The Rev. Ashcroft was back and holding services in April 1919 as the Parish of Tinui was struggling with the Influenza epidemic.





Continued


In 1920 he married a local lady Evelyn Mary Meredith Whitehead. He missed the ANZAC day service that year for he was on his honeymoon.


1927 say him leave Tinui for St Stephens in Marton where he served until his death in 9th November 1933, aged 46.


During his time in Marton he and his wife were frequently visited by his old parishioners from Tinui as they visited their children at school either in Marton or Wanganui.


He was buried in the Clergy reserve of St Stephen’s Church, Marton. The Tinui parishioners quickly contributed a substantial sum of money for his widow and his memorial.


Source: Parish of Tinui – 2001, published by Parish of Tinui ISBN 0-473-08105-9








