SAPPER WILLIAM FREDERICK ASHBY
23 – 3rd Tunnelling Company / 2nd Aust General Hospital

William Frederick Ashby was born in 1883 in Omeo, Victoria the son of James Roland and Edith Anne (nee Hall) Ashby.  In 1909 he was a labourer at Orbost.  He had previously been rejected for active service due to defective teeth.

At the recruiting depot in Orbost on 23 July, 1915 the thirty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  

Attestation forms were completed describing him as 179cms (5ft 10½ins) tall, weighing 82kgs (182lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-99cms (35½-38½ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right knee and two vaccination scars on the left arm.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Edith Annie Ashby of Orbost, Victoria and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her.

He reported to the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Victoria on July 26 and re-examined then signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day and was assigned for basic training to the Depot Battalion on 31 July until October 23 when allotted to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps.  On December 11 the recruits were transferred to the Corps training depot at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales.  His rank was sapper with the regimental number 23 and he was part of the Headquarters Staff.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

[bookmark: _GoBack]With the Headquarters of the Aust. Mining Corps disbanded on 24 May, 1916 at Hazebrouck the affairs of the Corps were finalised and on 4 June Sapper Ashby was temporarily attached from Headquarters to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and officially to this company on 29 September, 1916 until 3 December when transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company.  On December 18 was attached for duty with the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux and taken on strength the following day.  His rank became Private.

He was admitted to the 2nd Aust General Hospital on 4 June, 1917 with Influenza and discharged to duty on June 15.

Leave was granted and taken from 27 September, 1917 returning to duty on October 7.

On 16 October, 1917 was admitted to the hospital suffering from Trachitis (inflammation of trachea) and resumed duties on October 23.  He again entered the hospital on 21 February, 1918 with Laryngitis and returned on 7 March.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following”
		Offence:	W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] being in Boulogne without a pass
				12/7/18
Award:	48 hours C.B. [confined to barracks] by O.C. 2nd Aust Gen. Hospital 14/7/18

A few days later went sick to hospital on 19 July, 1918 with N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) but later recorded as an ulcerated throat and returned to his unit from the Line of Command Hospital on 27 July.

Further leave from Wimereux was granted on 5 October, 1918 and returned to duty on October 19.  He was with the hospital unit when Peace was declared and duties still continued. 

Private marched out from the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux on 15 December, 1918 to the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Havre and classified with B Class debility and returned to England on 21 December arriving the following day at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth to await his voyage home.

Private Ashby embarked from Portland, England as part of the Nursing Staff from the 2nd A.G. Hospital for the voyage to Australia on board H.T. Euripides on 3 March, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 19 March he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 25 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Argus (Melbourne) Saturday April 26, 1919:
SOLDIERS WELCOMED – EURIPIDES AND NEVASSA TROOPS
Special interest attached to the arrival in Melbourne yesterday of 700 Victorian invalided soldiers.  Many of them wore upon their unit colours the letter “A” denoting that they were Gallipoli veterans, and some no doubt were survivors of the gallant band of Australians whose deeds on that Anzac Day four years ago, amazed the world.
The troops who returned on the s.s. Euripides and the s.s. Nevassa last week were released from quarantine yesterday morning and were brought to Port Melbourne, where they landed at 11 o’clock.   
Cont’d


Continues:
The motorists of Melbourne responded generously to the call on their services and there were sufficient cars to convey the men in comfort to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where they were greeted by their relatives and friends.  
Passing in procession through the city, the invalids received a splendid welcome from members of the public, who had assembled at various strong posts in anticipation of their arrival.
Owing to the large number of men in the party, the enclosure at the drill hall was not sufficiently large to accommodate all the people who desired to enter it.  There was no avoidable confusion, however, and the task of examining the troops prior to their dismissal was speedily accomplished.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 31 July, 1919 as medically unfit.  He returned to Orbost to work as a labourer.

For serving his country Sapper / Private William Frederick Ashby, 3rd Tunnelling Company / 2nd Aust General Hospital was issued to wear the British War Medal (35122) and the Victory Medal (34867).

His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent on 27 June, 1923 from the Medal Section of Base Records to the last known address of his next-of-kin Mrs E.A. Ashby.   

He married in 1924 to Annie Elizabeth Thompson and they continued to be listed at Orbost, Vic.

The following notice in connection with the Estate of his late mother was published in the:

Argus Thursday February 20, 1930:
JUDICIAL AND LAW NOTICES
AFTER the expiration of fourteen  days from the publication hereof application is to be lodged to the supreme court of the State of Victoria on the Probate jurisdiction that PRIBATE  of the WILL, dated the 27th day of February, 1929, of EDITH ANNIE ASHBY, late of Orbost, in the said State, widow, deceased to be granted to James Roland Ashby, of Stratford, in the said State, labourer, and William Frederick Ashby, formerly of  Carlton, in the said State, and now of Orbost in the said State, labourer appointed by the [line blurred]
Dated the 17th day of February, 1930.  RUPERT J. MOSELY, Orbost proctor for the applicants.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and were duly forwarded on 20 April, 1931.

William Frederick Ashby passed away on 25 May, 1945 aged 61 years.  Family announcements were placed in the:

Herald (Melbourne) Saturday May 26, 1945:
FUNERAL NOTICES
ASHBY.—The Funeral of the late MR WILLIAM FREDERICK ASHBY, late Australian Tunnelling Corps, 1st AIF, will leave the Church of England, Orbost, on TUESDAY at 2.p.m. for the Orbost Cemetery.
T. BATHURST & CO (late AIF) Caulfield in connection
M. WILLIAM, Orbost

Burial took place in the Church of England portion of Orbost Cemetery, Vic in grave no. 308. 

Business in connection with his Estate was placed in the:
Argus Tuesday June 5, 1945:
LAW NOTICES
WILLIAM FREDERICK ASHBY, Late of Orbost, Laborer, Deceased.—After 14 clear days, Annie Elizabeth Ashby, of Orbost, widow, the executrix appointed by deceased’s will, dated 30th day of April, 1945, will apply to the Supreme Court of Victoria for PROBATE of this WILL.  RUPERT J. MOSELY, solicitor, Orbost.

His Commonwealth War Grave in Orbost Cemetery, Victoria
Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission
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