MAJOR ERNEST SLEEMAN ANDERSON
1st Tunnelling Company
Hughenden, Queensland was the birthplace of Ernest Sleeman “Slee” Anderson on 18 May, 1890 the son of Rev. Canon Ernest Augustus and Amelia “Aimee” Constance Isabel (nee Ross) Anderson.  His formative years were spent in various towns due to his father being sent in March 1891 from Queensland to be Anglican minister at St Paul’s Church in West Maitland, NSW.   In 1896 Rev. Anderson was consecrated as an Anglican Bishop at St Paul’s Cathedral in London returning to become Bishop of Riverina in NSW.    Further education was at the Church of England Grammar School, Melbourne, Victoria advancing to the Senior Public Standard Examination.  Military experience was gained by five years with the Grammar School’s Senior Cadets.

In 1910 he was a student at the Ballarat School of Mines studying to be a Mining Engineer.
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Some of his results were published in the:
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In 1911 he qualified in examination for his first appointment as Second Lieutenant during his two years with the Militia Forces serving with the 7th A.I.R. Ballarat in the one year Commission. 
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His name is listed as a student in the Journal of the Australian Institute of Mining Engineers in 1912:
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Further Engineering results were published in the:

He graduated as an Associate of Mining and Metallurgy from the Ballarat School of Mines.

In 1913 his address was 113 Lyons Street, Ballarat and a student.  He went to Port Pirie, South Australia to work there for a time.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic on 15 March, 1915 the twenty-four year old single mining engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 176cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall, weighing 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-95cms (34½-37½ins).  Complexion was medium with grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm, scar first finger left hand and a scar on his right knee.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Bishop Ernest Anderson, Bishop’s Court, Hay NSW. 

On 29 June, 1915 he applied for a Commission with the A.I.F. and while attending the Musketry School in Randwick, NSW from 13 July to 26 July, 1915 it was granted on 16 July, 1915 with the appointment announced in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No.89 dated 7 August, 1915.  Commission was to be 2nd Lieutenant with the Mining Corps who were in the process of establishment at Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.

He married on 29 July, 1915 in the Church of England Church at Corowa, NSW to Clara Loane Chapman.

A further application for a Commission as Lieutenant was granted on 1 January, 1916 and publicised in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No.28 dated 24 February, 1916.


He completed a further set of Attestation forms on 9 February, 1916.  Additional particulars of the twenty-five year old mining engineer and metallurgist were next-of-kin as his wife Mrs C. Anderson care of Bank of New South Wales, Ballarat, Vic and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  
He was assigned to the No. 2 Company of the Corps.

Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 
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While there the following promotions were published in the:

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

In his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War fellow officer Oliver H. Woodward wrote the following:

“Before leaving Fremantle a change in officers took place.  Major MacTaggart due to illness did not embark and Captain J.D. Henry took command of No. 1 Company with Lieut. E.S. Anderson as his adjutant.  Lieut. McBride was transferred to No. 1 Company and Lieuts. Phippard and Cohen to No. 2 Company.”

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

He was promoted to the rank of Captain on 12 April, 1916 which appeared in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 50 of 1916.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

His service continued without incident or injury and was granted leave from France from 20 September, 1916 returning to duty on September 29.
He is referred to again in Captain Woodward’s War Story as follows in 1917:
“On the 2nd February in company with Lieut. Anderson I tried myself out in the role of Forward Observation Officer for Major Brown, Commander of “D” Battery 103 Howitzers Royal Artillery.  Major Brown was an Australian and so frequented our Advanced Billets at Lille Gate.”  
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In the Journal of the Institute of Mining Engineers he appears among their members listed serving abroad:

On 9 April, 1917 he was mentioned in Sir D. Haig’s Despatches.  The next day the following was published in the:
The Company’s Advance Headquarters Dugout was shattered by an explosion on April 25, 1917.  This area was completely defenceless with the corridors, quarters and common rooms underground therefore poisonous gasses permeated anywhere it could by the pressure of the discharge.  Closest to the detonation point was the Batman’s quarters completely engulfed by noxious gasses killing six Batmen in their section.  Sapper Kenneth George Hamilton was Captain Anderson’s Batman and killed by the blast and its toxic fumes.                 
[for further information on this see under Easter Raid and Accidental Explosion on this website]

On 27 June, 1917 the following citation was submitted for the award of a Military Cross. 

“1st Australian Tunnelling Coy, Australian Engineers.

Captain ERNEST SLEEMAN ANDERSON – Australian Engineers


For displaying at all times a remarkable courage.

His conception of and devotion to duty has been of the very highest standard in connection with mining operations and has been particularly noticeable on one occasion during the last two months when he superintended the loading of a charge in proximity to a suspected enemy charge, thereby ensuing a successful camouflet.

Recommended by A.G. Stevenson Lieut-Colonel R.E. Second Army”    
News of the demise of Sapper Hamilton was published in the:
Base Records wrote to his wife in Ballarat, Vic on 25 October, 1917 with pleasure advising of the extract from the Second Supplement No. 30107 to the London Gazette dated 1 June, 1917 relating to conspicuous services rendered by her husband:

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES

The following is in continuation of Sit Douglas Haig’s Despatch of 9th April, submitting names deserving of special mention, published in the London Gazette, of Tuesday 15th May, 1917:

Captain ERNEST SLEEMAN ANDERSON”

She was also informed that the above had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 169 of 4th October, 1917.  The same information was also forwarded to his father in Hay, NSW on the same day.

He was appointed to be Major from 10 November, 1917.  Due to the transfer of Major J.D. Henry, commanding officer of the 1st Tunnelling Company, Captain Anderson was to be Temporary Major of the company on 20 November, 1917.
This was confirmed in the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company which recorded the following:
“1917 
December, 7th
 Capt E.S. Anderson to be Temp Major whilst commanding vice Henry 10th Nov. 1917.  Auth. A.I.F. List 269.”
In the New Year’s Honours List Captain Anderson was awarded the Military Cross.  News of the Officer’s honour was published in the:
The Institute of Mining Engineers mentioned in their March, 1918 Journal those members still on active service as follows:
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for his overseas service.
Base Records wrote on 3 May, 1918 to his wife Mrs C.L. Anderson forwarding the copy of the extract from the Supplement to the London Gazette dated 28 December, 1917 relating to conspicuous services rendered by the undermentioned member which reads:

“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the undermentioned reward for distinguished service in the field.  Dated 1 January, 1918:

AWARDED THE MILITARY CROSS

Captain ERNEST SLEEMAN ANDERSON”
They also wrote the above had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 57, dated 18 April, 1918.

Records also advised his father the same day of this news at his address in Hay, NSW.
Leave from France was granted and proceeded on 25 February, 1918 returning to duty on 19 March.   
Further leave taken from 3 October rejoining his unit on October 23 and was with his Company when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by defusing booby traps and delayed action mines from roads and bridges left by the enemy.
On 16 December, 1918 he proceeded to the United Kingdom on duty disembarking at Folkstone two days later and reporting to Australian Headquarters in London on December 18.  He returned to France via Folkstone on 17 January, 1919 after the short visit and rejoined his unit two days later.
Mrs Clara L. Anderson wrote to Base Records on 7 January, 1919 advising that her new address was “Wykeham”, Clermuston Avenue, Roseville, NSW.

A.I.F. Headquarters, London wrote to Officers Records on 13 March, 1919 in reference to their memo dated 7th instant for a ruling regarding Major E.S. Anderson, 1st Tunnelling Company.  Details of their list showed the following:

Major E.S. ANDERSON, 1st Tunnelling Company

“The Australian Paymaster, Boulogne, advises that the abovenamed Officer’s paybook shows that following entries:


“Promoted to be Captain and Adjutant 12-4-16 vide Defence Cable


Reduction of F.A. by 1/6 per day 19-12-16, Vide Part II Order No. 15 11-4-17


May the necessary investigation be made please, and if these entries are in Order, may a record of same be


promulgated in A.I.F. List.” 

2.  In this connection the following is the only entry appearing or relative B. 103.


(1) Promoted Captain 12-4-16



(A.I.F. Orders 23-5-16



(Auth: Defence Cable W. 6954


(151/27/1

And no record is held of appointment as Adjutant or relinquishment.

3.  Your Card Index shows


Captain 12-4-16 D. Cable W. 6954 A.I.F. C.59


Adj: 1st Tunn: Coy – 1/Anzac List 1/1/17”

4.  The Part II Order 15 of 11-4-17 quoted Pay Book as authority for relinquishing the appointment is

apparently a Unit Order – it is not a Records Part II Order.

5.  Seeing that entries showing appointment and relinquishment appear in Pay Book Maj. ANDERSON

will have drawn the extra pay for the period 12-4-16 to 19-12-16.

6.  Endeavour has been made, without success to trace F file 1404/3/1 to ascertain if a D.A.G.A.I.F. ruling of 2-2-18 re Adjuts of Tunnelling Cos is contained therein.







(This file is understood to be now with the C.P.M.)”
Records replied that Headquarters were informed that reference had been made to the establishment on which the Australian Tunnelling Coys were raised in Australia, but neither of these nor War Establishments Part Vii, on which they were subsequently reorganised, make any provision for an Adjutant for a Tunnelling Company.  In A.I.F. Order 1392 of 1/10/18, provision was made for such an appointment.  In view of the above it is not proposed to publish any entries in A.I.F. Orders of appointments of Officers to be Adjutants of Tunnelling Coys, prior to 1/10/18.    

Major returned to England on duty disembarking at Folkstone on 19 March, 1919 and reported to Deputy Adjutant General’s Office A.I.F. London for investiture of his Military Cross.

He was noted to be with his Unit in an audit of the company on 30 April, 1919.  Unit was queried on 9 May, 1919 of the date he rejoined from duty in the U.K.  On 26 May, 1919 he was approved for early repatriation.

Major was granted leave without pay or allowances from 21 June to 27 July, 1919 inclusive.  He was granted leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) from 29 July to 31 October, 1919 with pay and subsistence to learn Steel Work at Bolikow Vaughan & Coy, South Bank, Yorkshire.  
Meanwhile on 11 September, 1919 Mrs C.L. Anderson receipted delivery of a Commission Form from Base Records dated 3 September which covered the first appointment of temporary 2nd Lieutenant and not his present rank in the regular forces of the British Army for retention against the time of his return from active service.

The Finance Secretary wrote to Base Records on 12 October, 1919 inquiring if the Officer Major E.S. Anderson had returned and if so where was he located.  Records replied on 22 October advising that according to the records the soldier was still abroad with the A.I.F.
On expiration of NME leave he marched out to the D.A.G. for disposal on 1 November, 1919 and sent to A.I.F. Depots in UK at Sutton Veny from Headquarters London on 4 November, 1919.
In preparation for his return to Australia he signed a form acknowledging he had settled all debts owing by him to all tradesmen and others in the United Kingdom, Belgium and France.  Should any accounts not aware of be submitted after his return to Australia to A.I.F. Headquarters, the address to reach him for settlement was given care of his father Bishop of Riverina, Bishop’s Lodge, Hay, NSW.
After demobilisation Major Anderson embarked for Australia on 15 November, 1919 on board H.T. Ypiringa (Ypiranga).  Base Records advised his wife on 9 December that he was returning home.  
News of the arriving soldiers was published in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 4 January, 1920.  News of their home-coming was announced in the:

His appointment was terminated in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 4 March, 1920.  He was placed on 1 January, 1920 on the Roll of Officers List for 3rd Military District.  

On 31 March, 1921 was transferred to the 1st Division Field Engineers and this was cancelled on 1 July, 1922 and transferred to supernumerary to establishment of Majors the same day.
As well as being awarded with the Military Cross and two Oak Leaves, Major Ernest Sleeman Anderson, 1st Tunnelling Company was also issued with the British War Medal (35119) and the Victory Medal (34864) for serving his country.  Both latter medals were receipted by him on collection on 6 December, 1922.
He was at the Engineers’ Liverpool Camp, NSW from 27 October to 1 November, 1924.

His father tendered his resignation as Bishop of Riverina on 22 June, 1925 after forty years serving as an Anglican Minister intending to live in retirement in Auckland, New Zealand.

In 1925 his address was Steel Works, Newcastle, NSW working as a metallurgist and five years later was living at 93 Wolfe Street, Newcastle with the same occupation. 
He was promoted on 1 June, 1926 to the rank of Lieut-Colonel after a thorough test of fitness in accordance with the prescribed syllabus and instructions in Sydney on 16 April, 1926 and to command the 1st Division of Engineers as from June 1 that year.
The following appeared in the Sydney newspapers:

He remained active with the Engineers and their training was reported in the: 

The following was reported in the:


This appointment to command 1st Division of Engineers was extended for one year on 1 June, 1930 and again for 1 June, 1931 and in June, 1932.  He was transferred to the U/L on 1 June, 1933.  
In 1934 his address was 43 Watt Street, Newcastle working as a metallurgist.

On 1 June, 1938 was transferred to the Roll of Officers (England) and two years later on 7 May, 1940 was called up for F.T.D. as Chief Engineer with Eastern Command with the rank of Temporary Colonel.  A few days before the following was published in the:



He married on 6 February, 1941 to Kathleen Lloyd King in Sydney, NSW and announced in the:
He enlisted with the Australian Army on 13 January, 1941 at 52 years of age from Mosman at Thursday Island.  Service numbers were NX161671 & N60274.  Next-of-kin was initially his son Ross Anderson of 76 Kerr Street, Mayfield, NSW and later his wife Kathleen Anderson at 85 Shadford Street, Mosman.  
On 28 February, 1941 he relinquished his appointment as Chief Engineer and reported for duty at Australian Headquarters with the Q.M.G.  
He was to be understudy to Brigadier T. Murdock, D.S.O., D.G.E.S. at Australian H.Q. for three months from June 1 and to be appointed D.G.E.S. at Aust. H.Q.   Appointment relinquished on 26 May, 1942 and was attached the next day to Q.M.G’s Branch but retained his rank of Lt-Colonel.  
His address was listed as 18 Bruce Street, Toorak with the occupation of engineer in 1943.

He ceased to be seconded in P.M.F. for service with the Citizen’s Military Forces on 15 March, 1943.  On 25 March, 1943 was appointed Staff Officer Field Co-ordinator G.M.G Branch remaining until 18 July, 1945.  During this time he travelled the country to Western Australia, Northern Territory, New South Wales and Queensland.   
During August, 1945 treatment in the Outpatients’ Department for bacilluria, lumbar fibrosis and cystitis caused a decline in health and appeared before the medical board on 26 August, 1945 and classed with B2 debility.  As a result was placed upon the R.S.L. in retirement retaining the rank of Temporary Colonel and Honorary Colonel and was transferred to the Roll of Officers’ General List (NSW).  

Military discharge took place on 31 August, 1945.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded on 7 September, 1945 by Base Records.
In 1946 their address was 97 Maud Street, Waratah and a mining engineer.  It is listed in 1958 and 1963 at Old Gosford Road, Wamberal with no occupation.
Ernest Sleeman Anderson passed away on 27 May, 1963 aged 73 years.  Announcement was placed in the:


His memorial plaque is located in the East Terrace Area 2 of Northern Suburbs Crematorium on Wall 19.
REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:
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Anderson, E.S. Major
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Anderson, E.S. Major  
Box 205B, P.O. Newcastle
Letter returned 1956   (2nd)

In 1925 his name is listed in the Register of Tunnelling Company Officers Roll of Honour – Australian Engineers:

    
Anderson, E. Sleeman, Major, M.C. (M), 1 Coy, Steelworks, Newcastle N.S.W. 

Topographical Index:  NEW SOUTH WALES


ANDERSON, E.S. 

He sent the following message printed in the 1950 Circular:

The following extracts are from letters received:-

“My best wishes and kind remembrances to everybody I know”,   E. Sleeman Anderson.

In the 1963 Circular to current members this extract was included:
“On May 30 this year, the following appeared in the obituary notices in the “Sydney Morning Herald” –


    “Anderson, Colonel Ernest Sleeman, M.C. M.I.D. May 27th, 1963 (1st Tunnelling Co) A.E., A.I.F.


    Chief Engineer Eastern Command, 1939-45 etc.”

His brother also served:

TROOPER / CAPTAIN RALPH ANDERSON

181 – 7th Light Horse Regiment / 52nd Battalion 

Ralph Anderson was born on 15 October, 1891 at West Maitland, NSW the son of Ernest August and Amelia C. Isabel (nee Ross) Anderson.  He was educated at the Church of England Grammar School, Melbourne and served with the Senior Cadets and also at Dookie College.  He followed pastoral pursuits. 
At the recruiting depot at Liverpool, NSW on 16 October, 1914 the single twenty-three year old jackaroo applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars he attested to were his height 176cms (5ft 9ins), weight of 67.7kgs (149lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-93cms (34½-36½ins).  Fair was his complexion with grey eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were the middle and ring fingers of his left hand were amputated to the proximal interphalangeal joint.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Amy Anderson of Bishop’s Lodge, Hay, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.
Acknowledgement to the two brothers was published in the:

Basic training commenced as a trooper with the 7th Light Horse Regiment the same day.  
On 1 December was assigned to A Squadron at Holdsworthy, NSW.  His rank was trooper with the regimental number 181.
The Regiment embarked from Sydney, NSW (2nd Military District) on A33 HMAT Ayrshire on 20 December, 1914 for the Suez.  He was appointed to be Lance Corporal on 14 May, 1915.  They proceeded to Gallipoli to join the B.E.F. on 15 May, 1915 on MHT Lutzow.  
The Anderson brothers’ names appeared on the district’s Roll of Honour and printed in the:

Promoted to Corporal on 12 July but cancelled on that date.  On 12 August was to be Temporary Corporal but reverted on 12 September when evacuated sick.  He suffered diarrhoea and influenza during September and October and evacuated from Maadi to Gibraltar in October then sent to England entering the 2nd Southern General Hospital in Bristol on 6 November.

He was transferred to supernumerary list on 23 December, 1915.

On 1 March, 1916 returned to Maadi and taken on strength with the 2nd Reserve Regiment then transferred to the 13th Infantry Brigade on March 13.  He was taken on strength at Tel-el-kebir with the 52nd Battalion the same day.  Four days later was granted a Commission to be 2nd Lieutenant which was announced in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No.76, 1916.
News of the brothers was published in the:

Unit proceeded to join the B.E.F. leaving Alexandria on 5 June, 1916 on the transport Ivernia arriving at Marseilles on June 12.  On 17 June, 1916 he was to be Lieutenant and his service continued without incident.

He was detached to attend a School of Instruction rejoining his battalion on 15 March, 1917.  On 18 April he was promoted to Captain due to Captain Steele returning to Australia.

Captain Anderson was wounded during the Battle of Messines on 7 June, 1917 receiving a shell wound to his thigh and taken to the 77th Field Ambulance but died the following day of wounds received in action.  He was 25 years of age.


The Unit Diary of the 52nd Infantry Battalion recorded the following:

“REPORT ON OPERATIONS BY 52ND Battalion on 7th, 8th JUNE, 1917

On 7/6/17 the Battalion moved forward on to the Brigade assembly line and was waiting in shell holes ready to proceed to the Jumping off Trench, when the order for New Zealanders came round.  We were in touch with the 49th Battalion on our Right.

At 1-40 p.m. the Battalion moved forward, crossing the MESSINES – WYTSCHAETE ROAD at the two points we were supposed to and formed up on the tape from 0.27.  Central to 0.27.d.0.0 (which had been laid out by the Intelligence Officer Lieut. YORK) in two waves of 4 lines each a. & B. the first wave, A on the Right, C. & D. the 2nd wave; C. on the Right.

CASUALTY LIST FROM 1ST JUNE TO 12TH JUNE, 1917

OFFICERS

DIED OF WOUNDS





Capt. 
R. ANDERSON

7.6.17





Lieut. 
B. TARR


9.6.17





Lieut.
W.V. KEATS

           10.6.17”

Burial took place in Westhof Farm, due east of Bailleul, SW of Ypres, Belgium.  The grave was marked with a durable wooden cross.  He was struck off strength with the 52nd Battalion.

On 15 June, 1917 advice was sent by cable to the 2nd Military District and a copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department on 27 June.

A small obituary was placed in the:
Condolences were sent to his father and reported in Council Business in the:  
He was engaged to be married to fiance Miss Freda Poolman.

Affairs from his Estate were advertised in the:

For his supreme sacrifice Captain Ralph Anderson, 52nd Battalion was issued with the 1914/15 Star (3600), the British War Medal (5255) and the Victory Medal (5243).
These medals along with the Memorial Scroll and Plaque (356868) were sent to his father in 1921 and 1922.

His name is on the Hay and District Honour Board.  In the commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial his name is located on Panel 154.

RSL Virtual Memorial (https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au)

Son of Rev. Ernest and Mrs. Amelia Constance Isabel ANDERSON

Ralph attended the Melbourne Church of England Grammar School and entered the Preparatory School in 1900.  He came up to the Senior School in 1905 and was in the football and athletic teams of 1909.  He left at the end of 1909 and went to Dookie Agricultural College, where he obtained his diploma in 1912.  He then went to Queensland and when he enlisted in 1914 was managing his own property near Longreach.  He joined the 7th Light Horse, and was all through the Gallipoli campaign.  On 17th March 1916 he transferred to 52nd Battalion, and was appointed 2nd Lieutenant, being promoted to Lieutenant on 17th June.  He took part in the Battle of Pozieres, and on 18th April 1917 was promoted to Captain.

War Services Old Melburnians 1914 - 1918

Biography contributed by Sharyn Roberts

LEST WE FORGET

The son of Ernest Sleeman Anderson served during WWII:

LEADING AIRCRAFTMAN ROSS SLEEMAN ANDERSON
444911 – 5th Ordnance Training
Ross Sleeman Anderson was born in Newcastle, NSW on 15 November, 1920 the son of Ernest Sleeman and Clara Loane (nee Chapman) Anderson.  In 1943 he was living with his mother at 76 Kerr Street, Mayfield, Newcastle working as a fitter and turner.

He married in the Mayfield Methodist Church in November, 1943 to Ivy May “Bunta” Samson.  News of their wedding was published in the:
At twenty-four years of age he enlisted in Sydney, NSW with the Royal Aust. Air Force on 20 April, 1944 from Newcastle, NSW.  He was leading aircraftmen No. 444911 and assigned to 5th Ordnance Training Unit at Williamtown.  He was discharged on 8 February, 1946.
Their residence was 16A Regent Street, Lambton in 1943 working as a toolmaker and in 1954 were at 98 Crescent Road, Waratah.  In 1958 they were at 309 Rosewood Street, Adaminaby and a safety officer.  In 1963 they had returned to 147 Victoria Street, Adamstown and five years later were at 3 Whalan Street, Garden Suburb, Kotara where they remained listed until 1977 with the same occupation.  In 1980 home was 21 Kingsford Avenue, Rankin Park.

Mrs Anderson died on 30 August, 1997 and Ross passed away aged 93 years on 26 December, 2013.

© Donna Baldey 2018

www.tunnellers.net
Ballarat School of Mines Assistant Committee 1910


Seated L-R: Ernest Sleeman Anderson.


Photo acknowledged to Federal University of Aust. Historical Collection (Geoffrey Blaney Research Centre)





Ballarat Star Friday January 13, 1911:


BALLARAT SCHOOL OF MINES


Theoretical Chemistry (Inorganic) Grade 1—Pass—Ernest S. Anderson, 60; Practical Chemistry (Inorganic) Grade 1—Credit—Ernest Sleeman Anderson, 100.  Grade 2—Pass—Ernest Sleeman Anderson, 83; 


Dynamics and Heat.—Grade 1—Credit—Ernest S. Sleeman 84 per cent,			            Article abridged





LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE


AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF MINING ENGINEERS


STUDENTS


Anderson, E.S. c/o R.E. Chapman, Bank of New South Wales, Ballarat, Vic 1912





Ballarat Star Tuesday January 16, 1912:


BALLARAT SCHOOL OF MINES


Engineering Drawing (Machines) Grade 1: Pass—Ernest S. Anderson, 60; Grade 2—Pass—Ernest S. Anderson, 65;


Mechanics Applied to Mining.—Pass—Ernest S. Anderson; Steam and Gas Engines, Grade 1—Credit—Ernest S. Anderson, 76.									


Article abridged


Bendigo Independent Friday February 2, 1912:


BALLARAT SCHOOL OF MINES


Applied mechanics, Grade II—Pass—Ernest S. Anderson, 50;				


Article abridged


							





Herald (Melbourne) Thursday February 24, 1916:


A.I.F. PROMOTIONS – APPOINTMENTS MADE


Among appointment to and promotions in the Australian Imperial Force are:


  To be Lieutenants—2nd Lieuts E.S. Anderson, E.M. Tooth, R.Y. Langdon, H. Priestman, A.F. Cohen, R.B. Hinder, H.W. Brown and C. Woodhouse.						


Article abridged





Proceedings Institute of Mining Engineers Journal 31 March 1917 No 25 p vi – ix.


The Institute has reason to be proud of the response made by its Members to the call to join the colors.  The list on Active Service now includes:


Anderson, E.S.									            Article abridged





West Australian Monday April 10, 1916:


Mr A.H. Anderson, of Upper Swan, uncle of Lieutenant S. Anderson of the Miners’ Battalion, has received some interesting particulars concerning two sons of the Bishop of Riverina, who have been with the Australians at the front.  The eldest Mr Ralph Anderson, was wounded at Gallipoli, and the second son, Lieutenant Sleeman Anderson, has achieved distinction as a bomb-thrower.  Together with a couple of friends, Grenadiers James Harrison and Mark Dunn, he has evolved a hand grenade which has met with the appreciation of the authorities.  Before their departure from Australia, the trio gave a practical open air demonstration of their invention in Ballarat, where they were encamped.  The Bishop of Riverina is the Right Rev. Ernest Augustus Anderson, and he was consecrated to his huge diocese of 110,000 square miles in St Paul’s Cathedral.  Melbourne, in 1885.  All his ministerial life has been spent in Australia.





Officers of 1st Tunnelling Company – circa June, 1917 Poperinghe, Belgium


Seated front row L-R 3rd officer along is Capt. E.S. Anderson





Herald (Melbourne) Saturday August 25, 1917:


GALLANT LAD KILLED


While serving on Hill 60, in Flanders, on April 25, Sapper Kenneth George Hamilton, one of the smallest soldiers in the Australian Imperial Force, was killed by a gas shell.  He was the third son of Mrs Hamilton, of Gore street, Fitzroy.


Failing in chest measurements, he was rejected at the Melbourne Recruiting Depot when he first offered himself, but three months later, having trained at a physical culture school, he was passed, and when he put on his uniform his friends jokingly referred to his as the boy-scout.  He was attached to the Miners’ Corps, and soon became a favourite among his taller comrades from the mining centres.


Later Sapper Hamilton was appointed batman to Captain Ernest S. Anderson, and on the arrival of the company at Ypres (pronounced ‘Wipers’ by the soldiers) he was responsible for a subtle joke at the censor’s expense.  He posted a handkerchief to his mother, with a note stating:—“You will know from this the town we are at.”


In a few months a lovable boy was changed into a sturdy soldier and a man, and his death is widely regretted.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday January 9, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS HONOURED


Captain Sleeman Anderson, a son of the Bishop of Riverina who attached to the Engineers in France has been awarded the Military Cross.





Herald (Melbourne) Friday March 15, 1918:


OFFICER HONOURED


BALLARAT, Friday.


Captain Ernest Sleeman Anderson has been promoted Major and awarded the Military Cross.  He is a son of the Bishop of Riverina, and a son-in-law of Mr R.E. Chapman, until lately manager of the Bank of New South Wales at Ballarat.  Major Anderson was educated at the Melbourne Grammar School, of which he was captain, and is an associate in Engineering of the School of Mines, Ballarat.  He served with the Engineers through the Battle of Messines, and in previous battles.





MINUTES


Proceedings Institute of Mining Engineers Journal 31 Mar 1918 No 29 p xv


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


MINUTES


The following is a list of those Members known to be “On Active Service” and shows how splendid has been the response to the Empire’s call to arms:


Anderson, E.S.





Ballarat Star Saturday December 13, 1919:


WAR DECORATIONS – VICTORIAN WINNERS RETURNING


The following members of the A.I.F. who have been awarded decorations are returning to Melbourne by the Ypiringa:


      Military Cross – Major Ernest S. Anderson, 1st Tunnelling Co.,			Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Monday January 5, 1920:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – ARRIVAL OR YPIRANGA


Delay which occurred in the discharge the steamer Ypiranga yesterday caused inconvenience to a large number of people who journeyed to the city at great trouble to meet their relatives and friends who came by the vessel.  The Ypiranga was timed to arrive at 10 a.m., but it was noon before the disembarkation took place at No. 9 Victoria Dock, and during the interval there was a period of dreary waiting similar to that which occurred in the case of the Marathon recently.  The position was complicated by the circumstance that an announcement posted in the city gave the time of arrival at 12.30 p.m., and advised people to meet the troops at the depot at 1 p.m., with the result that many missed their friends altogether.  A large number of cars met the vessel, and the troops were conveyed to the “finalisation” depot, the complement of Victorians being 62 officers and 226 of other ranks, besides 4 nurses.  Tasmanians to the number of 38, including 4 officers, were taken to the Domain Camp.  Troops for New South Wales and Queensland stayed on the vessel, and will be taken on to their destination.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 23, 1927:


IN DIVORCE


ANDERSON v ANDERSON


On the ground of desertion by reason of non-compliance with a decree for restitution of conjugal rights, Clara Loane Anderson (formerly Chapman) sued a divorce from Ernest Sleeman Anderson, to whom she was married on July 29, 1915, at Corowa, according to the rites of the Church of England.  His Honor granted a decree nisi, in favour of petitioner, returnable in six months.  Mr Hills (instructed by Messrs Minter, Simpson and Co.,) appeared for the petitioner; and Mr C.E. Parkinson for respondent, on the question of access only.








Daily Telegraph Thursday June 23, 1927:


DIVORCE DECREES GRANTED


Decrees nisi on the ground of desertion were granted in Mr Justice Davidson’s Divorce Court yesterday:


On a similar ground, a decree nisi was also granted in the case of Clara Loane Anderson, formerly Chapman against Ernest Sleeman Anderson.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday March 21, 1928:


ENGINEERS – MINES EXPLODED DEEPENING A RIVER


Great mines were exploded in George’s River yesterday by the First Divisional Engineers, who took part in the imaginary battle with the citizen forces undergoing training at Liverpool.


The engineers, who were under the command of Lieut-Col. E.S. Anderson, in order to prevent the “enemy,” if it happened to be victorious, crossing the George’s River near Liverpool, exploded gun-cotton mines to deepen the stream to prevent the crossing of enemy tanks.  It also destroyed the bridges and forts which they had built, demolished earthworks, levelled trenches, and did everything possible to retard an advance.


Some of the mines were exploded by electricity and others by time fuses.  Each explosion forced a huge column of water 180 feet in the air.


The earthworks were also demolished by mines, but the barrel bridge, and the trestle bridges, erected to enable the advancing troops to cross the river, were carefully demolished and restored to the ordnance stores to be used in the future by thousands of budding engineers.


The officers are unanimous in their praise for the enthusiasm, keenness and technical knowledge of the majority of the trainers.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday May 22, 1929:


IN BANKRUPTCY – VOLUNTARY SEQUESTRATIONS


Ernest Sleeman Anderson, of 95 Wolfe-street, Newcastle, engineer.  Mr C.F.W. Lloyd, official receiver.





Newcastle Sun Saturday May 4, 1940:


WARNING BY COLONEL E.S. ANDERSON


“Beware Of Apathy In N.E.S.”


“As a last message as Chief Warden to the people I would warn them against apathy concerning the N.E.S. organisation simply because at the moment we appear to be immune,” said Col. E.A. Anderson to-day.


Last night Col. Anderson forwarded his resignation as Chief Warden of Newcastle to the Director of National Emergency Services (Col F.M. Lorenzo) after receiving news of his appointment as assistant to the Chief Engineer of the Eastern Military Command (Col A.C. Fewtrell.)		


In his appeal to banish apathy, Col Anderson said: “I feel that this will be a long war, in which international pacts will be made and broken, and we should therefore, not assume that our eastern coast-line is immune until the decisive battle of the war is fought.


 “The efficiency with which the N.E.S. will be able to serve the people will be entirely proportionate to the backing which people give to this organisation—the only one available for civilian defence.


Final Training Delayed


Col Anderson said that he regretted having to relinquish “the ropes” of his Newcastle post just when the second and most important phase of training was about to take place.  The change in office should not make any difference to this programme, he added, because complete details of the scheme would be handed over to his successor.


All the potential personnel of first-aid posts had been notified when they were likely to be called up for further training, and the organisation of wardens was well advanced.


“Owing to the apparent quietude on the eastern coast front,” said Col. Anderson, “it was deemed advisable to delay the final training of wardens, which would take only a few hours, until the time approached at which they would have to act.


“This also applied to the house-to house register which is intended to give the N.E.S. details of the location of persons—including invalids—and where they are to be taken, and where equipment, such as shovels and other implements, are to be found.	     


Continues


							





Continued


 “Refresher” Classes


In the near future wardens should be prepared to attend short classes for a “brush-up” on their duties, he added.


“Perhaps many civilians feel that they have not been approached and that arrangements have not been made for their protection,” said Col. Anderson.  “No doubt the above remarks will show that they have not been forgotten.”


“As Newcastle was an important place in the Eastern command, he said, much of his new duty would lie in this district.  He hoped that this would enable him to keep in touch with the N.E.S. and to assist the organisation whenever possible.


Col Anderson said that he deeply appreciated the cooperation which had been given to him by the men and women in Newcastle.  With their help the N.E.S. organisation had been placed on a sound basis in a much shorter time than was at first predicted.


Col. Anderson has held the position of Chief Warden since the post was created in April last year.   The whole of his time has since then been devoted to the organisation in Newcastle and in giving advice and assistance in similar district organisations.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday February 7, 1941:


SOCIAL AND PERSONAL


MARRIED YESERDAY


Colonel and Mrs Ernest Sleeman Anderson, whose marriage took place yesterday at St Stephen’s Church, Macquarie Street, will make their home in Melbourne.  The bridegroom, who was awarded the Military Cross in the last war, is chief engineer of the Eastern Command.  He is the only son of Bishop E.A. Anderson, of Auckland, New Zealand, and the late Mrs Anderson, and the bride is the eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Alan Gidley King, of Mosman.


She was attended by her sister, Miss Libbie King, and Colonel Edwin Penfold King, brother of the bride, acted as usher.  Another brother, Lieutenant George King, is serving with the A.I.F. in the Middle East.  A reception was held at Araluen, Edgecliff, where the bride’s cousin, Lady Kater, has a flat.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday May 30, 1963


DEATHS


ANDERSON, Colonel Ernest Sleeman, M.C., M.I.D.—May 27, 1963 (1st Tunnelling Co.) A.E., Chief Engineer East Comd. 1939-45), late husband of Kathleen, father of Ross, Loane (Mrs Lilley, Brisbane), and Allan; son of the late Bishop and Mrs E.A. Anderson (Riverina), aged 73 years.  Privately cremated.





Commemorative plaque for E.R. Anderson in Northern Suburbs Crematorium


Photo sourced from Crematorium’s website





Riverina Recorder (Balranald, Moulamein) Wednesday November 4, 1914:


WAR NOTES


Messrs Ralph and Sleeman Anderson, sons of the Bishop of Riverina, have volunteered for service in connection with the Australia Expeditionary Force.  Mr Sleeman Anderson at present resides in Ballarat, while Mr Ralph Anderson is on his way back from Queensland.  





Riverine Grazier (Hay) Friday July 23, 1915:


HAY DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS


The following is a list of the volunteers who have joined the Australian Expeditionary Forces from the Hay district.


	ANDERSON, RALPH


ANDERSON, SLEEMAN							Article abridged





West Australian Monday April 10, 1916:


Mr A.H. Anderson, of Upper Swan, uncle of Lieutenant S. Anderson of the Miners’ Battalion, has received some interesting particulars concerning two sons of the Bishop of Riverina, who have been with the Australians at the front.  The eldest Mr Ralph Anderson, was wounded at Gallipoli, and the second son, Lieutenant Sleeman Anderson, has achieved distinction as a bomb-thrower.  Together with a couple of friends, Grenadiers James Harrison and Mark Dunn, he has evolved a hand grenade which has met with the appreciation of the authorities.  Before their departure from Australia, the trio gave a practical open air demonstration of their invention in Ballarat, where they were encamped.  The Bishop of Riverina is the Right Rev. Ernest Augustus Anderson, and he was consecrated to his huge diocese of 110,000 square miles in St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, in 1885.  All his ministerial life has been spent in Australia.





His grave is in Westhof Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium in portion 1 within row C in grave no. 10.








Photo of headstone and Westof Farm Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 








Maitland Daily Mercury Friday June 22, 1917:


DEATH OF CAPTAIN RALPH ANDERSON


Captain Ralph Anderson, youngest son of the Bishop of Riverina, died of wounds received in action in France on June 8.  Captain Anderson was born at West Maitland 24 years ago, and went to Hay when his father, who was rector of St Paul’s, was appointed Bishop of Riverina over 20 years ago.  	


He was educated at the Melbourne Church of England Grammar School, and intended to be a grazier.  He was on the land in Queensland when the war broke out, and, as soon as possible, volunteered for active service, in which he had been engaged for two and a half years, when he received his fatal wounds.  He was sent, in the first place, to Egypt, and was one of the mounted men who volunteered for infantry service in Gallipoli.  He was a good deal of the fighting in the peninsula, and afterward went to France.  He was a captain of the infantry.  The bishop’s elder son, Sleeman, is at the front in France.  Deceased’s mother died during Easter week.


			





Riverine Grazier (Hay) Friday July 27, 1917:


HAY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL


The Bishop of Riverina wrote, thanking the Council for their kind sympathy at the death of his son, Captain Ralph Anderson.  The Bishop added that he would be proud to see his son’s name on Ald. Butterworth’s “Roll of Honor” Board.





Riverine Grazier (Hay) Friday 15 February, 1918:


LAW NOTICES


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES.—Probate Jurisdiction.—In the Estate of RALPH ANDERSON, late of Hay, in the State of New South Wales, deceased, Intestate.  And of the Australian Imperial Forces on Active Service.  APPLICATION will be made after fourteen days from the publication hereof, that administration of the Estate of the abovenamed deceased may be granted to the PUBLIC TRUSTEE, and all persons having claims against the said Estate must render same in detail to the Public Trustee, on or before the 12th day of March, 1918.  T.W. GARRETT, Public Trustee, Culwalla Chambers, Castlereagh Street, Sydney.





Newcastle Sun Thursday December 9, 1943:


RECENT WEDDINGS


ANDERSON—SAMSON:


With her pretty white Chantilly lace Old World frock, Bunta, daughter of Mrs M. Samson, of Hamilton, wore a three-tiered veil and a Juliet cap, and carried a bouquet of carnations for her marriage to Ross, son of Mrs C. Anderson, of Mayfield, celebrated at Mayfield Methodist Church by the Rev. A.M. Sanders.  The bride, who was given away by Mr T. Morrison, was attended by Misses Jean Lockyer and Bobbie Davies.  They wore white organza frocks and matching hats.  Their bouquets were of blue delphiniums and hydrangea.  Mr Allan Morris was the best man and Mr M. Graham was groomsman.








