LIEUTENANT JOSEPH WILLIAM ALLEN

190 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born on 18 April 1888 at Cossack, Western Australia (WA), the son of William Hamilton and Mary Agnes (‘Annie’ – nee Bartley) Allen.
He underwent a medical examination at Kalgoorlie, WA on 16 August 1914 which recorded that he was 25 years and 4 months of age, stood 5ft 9¾ins tall and weighed 182 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.

He signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 17 August 1914, stating he was a surveyor’s draughtsman by occupation.  Singe, he named as his Next-of-Kin his sister, Mrs. McMillen of 46 Alexander Road, Fremantle.
He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Blackboy Hill, WA on 8 September 1914 and was appointed to No.5 Section, Field Engineers with the Service Number 190.
On 8 October 1914 he was discharged from the A.I.F. by the Camp Commandant at Blackboy Hill.

John again completed the Attestation Paper on 27 July 1915 recording that he was a Cadet Surveyor and Draughtsman by occupation.  He named his mother Mrs. Annie Attwell of 46 Alexander Road, Fremantle as his Next-of-Kin.  He recorded previous service as ‘1st Expeditionary Force, 9 weeks, discharged, absent without leave.’
Training began at 18 Depot on 16 August 1915.  On 16 October he was transferred to the 13th Reinforcements of the 16th Infantry Battalion with the rank of Sergeant.  On 13 November he was transferred to the Mining Corps in the rank of Acting Corporal.  
The original No.3 Company of the Mining Corps consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D. (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  

No.3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  The passenger list for Indarra includes J.W. Allen.

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.  On 28 December Joseph was promoted to Provisional Corporal and then to Sergeant.

His records are marked “Embarked ‘Ulysses’ 20:2:16”.  This page is headed ‘915 Allen Joseph William’
and is signed off by ‘LJ Coulter 2Lt’
Joseph does not appear on the Embarkation Roll for Ulysses on 20 February 1916 and it is believed he returned to Western Australia with Captain Lawson to help with the formation of the 6th Tunnelling Company.
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On 10 March 1916 Joseph applied for a Commission in the A.I.F.  He recorded achieving Sixth Standard at a Government School; 1st Standard (Senior) at Briggs School and he recorded the names of the Licenced Surveyors he had studied under.
His military qualifications included 9 weeks with the Third Section Field Engineers; passed N.C.O. School for Corporal and Sergeant and the Officers Engineering School, Sydney.  He had been appointed Second Lieutenant in No.6 Tunnelling Company, Mining Corps, on 1 March 1916.  
His present civil employment was as a surveyor and draftsman (Cockburn Sound – Naval Base, WA), and his address as 10 Quarry Street, Fremantle.
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Florence was born at Perth in 1891, the daughter of Charles and Amy (nee Longbottom) Weaver.

[1903 Charles (drill Instructor) and Amy Weaver living at 280 Hay Street, Kalgoorlie.]
The Electoral Rolls 1916 through 1919 record Florence Maud Allen living at 10 Quarry Street, East Fremantle with parents Charles and Amy Weaver.
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Joseph embarked for the Western Front on board Warilda.
Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  
Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No.5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No.5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.).  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No.6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.
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Joseph proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot on 30 August.  
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He reported to the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company (3ATC) for duty on 25 September 1916 and was taken on strength the same day.


Joseph reported sick on 15 March 1917 and was admitted to the 2/1 West Riding Casualty Clearing Station suffering asthma.  The next day he was transferred to Ambulance Train 18 and transported to Le Touquet where he was admitted to the 1st Red Cross Hospital on 17 March with bronchitis.
His next-of-Kin was advised of his hospitalisation by telegram of 28 March 1917.

He was discharged to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Etaples on 28 March.  At the Reinforcement Camp on 28 April he was assessed as Medical Class A and re-joined his unit in the field on 3 May 1917.

On 26 June he was due 2 Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914.


On 20 January 1918, while on leave in England, Joseph was admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford suffering scabies.  


Apparently discharged the same, or next day, he was re-admitted to the same hospital on 21 January.
Discharged from hospital on 15 March, he was again re-admitted the same day to the same hospital with cystitis.  
He was discharged from hospital on 23 March and proceeded overseas to France on 18 April 1918.
He marched in to the AGBD at Rouelles on 19 April and marched out to his unit on 21 April, re-joining 3ATC in field on 24 April.


Joseph was admitted to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station on 6 November 1918 with bronchitis catarrh.  He was transferred to the 5th B.A.C. Hospital and on 17 November was discharged to the AGBD for duty.

His award, promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, No. 10 dated 29th January 1920, 

read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He commanded a party engaged on investigation for enemy land mines and traps in the area through which our troops were advancing from Auchy, St. Elie, and Hulloch, on 1st – 16th October, 1918.  At great risk he personally removed the detonators from over 300 dangerous traps.  His work was done so well that no lives were lost through enemy traps in this area, and over 50 tons of dangerous enemy mines and traps were rendered harmless.”

On 27 November he marched out of the AGBD to the Officer’s hospital at Havre (2nd Australian General Hospital) and was transferred to England on 30 November on board Ambulance Transport St Andrew where he was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital on 1 December with bronchitis.
His next-of-Kin was kept informed of his hospitalisation and progress by telegrams from Base Records.

On 20 December 1918 he embarked on Orontes for return to Australia as an invalid due to gas poisoning and bronchitis.  He disembarked at Fremantle on 25 January 1919.
His appointment as a Lieutenant in the A.I.F. was terminated on 28 June 1919.  He was entitled to wear the Military Cross, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  His Commission Form was forwarded to him on 7 October 1919.  He received his British War Medal and Victory Medal on 24 July 1923.

Francis Hamilton Allen was buried in the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth, section DA, grave 0355.
In September 1929 Joseph’s military and medical documents were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Perth.  In the 1925 through 1937 Electoral Rolls, Joseph William Allen, surveyor, is living at 61 Heytesbury Street, Subiaco with Florence Maud Allen.



The 1949, 1954 and 1958 Electoral Rolls record Florence Maud Allen living at 61 Heytesbury Street, Subiaco.  
In 1949 Joseph William Allen, engineer, is working for the Public Works Department at York.  He is also recorded as an engineer at the Mundaring Weir in 1949, and again in 1954.
Florence Maude Allen died at Subiaco, WA, on 8 March 1960 aged 68 years.  She was buried with her son Francis in the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth, section DA, grave 0355.


Joseph and Florence had five children: 
Keith Hamilton Allen, born in 1917 and served in WW2 (WX3171) in the Middle East and in New Guinea with Army Education. He died in April 1995 and was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery.
Veronica Patricia Allen, born 1919.  1943 living at 61 Heytesbury Street.  May have married McFadden in NSW in 1950.

Lloyd Hamilton Allen, born in 1921 and served in the RAAF in New Guinea and at Darwin in WW2 (80279).  He died in August 2014 aged 92 years.

Francis Hamilton Allen, born and died 1924.


Ross Hamilton Allen, born in 1926 and served in the RAAF in WW2 and Korea, Ross Hamilton was born in 1926 and served in WW2 (March 1944-August 1945) and in Japan and Korea (July 1954-February 1956).  He was killed on 10 February 1960 when his Avon Sabre accidentally crashed on Stockton Beach, Newcastle, NSW.
The 1963 and 1968 Electoral Rolls records Joseph William Albert Allen, civil engineer, living at 2 Mary Street, Claremont, WA.
Reunions

Past members of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnelling Companies gathered on or about Anzac Day for a reunion luncheon.  
We have had access to some of their records, which were very well kept and are quite detailed.  J.W. Allen first appears on the list in 1968 giving his address as 61 Heytesbury Road, Subiaco.
The Tunnellers Old Comrades Association (as the group was known) produced a circular after the Reunions, usually distributed around June each year, informing members of recent events and contacts.


Joseph William Albert Allen of Wembley, WA, died on 10 September 1976 aged 88 years.  He was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery with his wife Florence and son Francis.
© Donna Baldey 2016
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No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of  1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





6th Tunnelling Company Historical Record – Recruiting:


Arriving in West Australia on March 7th 1916 Capt. LAWSON & his four officers commenced RECRUITING at once.  Classes were formed for the instruction not only of N.C.Os. but also of officers, as it was recognised that time was too valuable to admit of sending candidates for commissions to the Engineer’s School at Sydney.  Abundant recruits of a good type were forthcoming and the aim kept in view was to build up the Company of thoroughly typical W.A. Miners, skilled at their calling and of sound physique.  Camp was soon established at Blackboy Hill where indeed also were temporarily established the first three companies, when an accident to the “ULYSSES” had forced them to disembark.  The young company paraded daily with the sister companies at Blackboy Hill throughout the greater part of March.


On March 25th Lt. A.J. HILLMAN was transferred from No.3 Company to take up the position of Second-in-Command and two days later the Company shifted camp to Belmont.


The next addition to the Commissioned ranks was 2/Lt. H. Russel who came to the company from the Pioneers on April 1st.  Almost immediately the individuality of the sections was established, No.1 going to WENTWORTH, No.2 to WALLMAN, 3 to BENNETT, 4 to ALLEN, while the Reinforcements fell to the latest arrival Russel.


Training proceeded without incident throughout April and May the Company adopting, and indeed introducing to Belmont Camp, the following system of working hours, vix:- No leave at all throughout the week but general leave throughout Saturday afternoon and Sunday.  CHURCH PARADE was held each Wednesday Morning before breakfast under Camp Chaplain Capt. H. Vine.








6th Tunnelling Company Historical Record – Original Formation:


On February 28th 1916 Capt. F. W. LAWSON then attending the Engineers Officers School of Instruction at Sydney was instructed from Headquarters to proceed to Perth and recruit No.6 Company entirely in West Australia.  Incidentally it may be recorded that a unique distinction was thus placed on West Australia in that although she had already supplied the greatest share of one of the earlier Companies (No.3) she was now being asked to supply a whole Company while the other Companies (Nos.4 & 5) were to be divided amongst the remaining States.


	Proceeding overland to Melbourne Capt. Lawson joined H.M.A.T. “ULYSSES” which was still taking further cargo in that port; and sailed for the West on March 1st.  Joined with him at that time were 2/Lieuts. H.P. WALLMAN, V.C. BENNETT, D. WENTWORTH, and J.W. ALLEN, while Lieutenant A.J. HILLMAN who was afterwards to become second in command was also on board the “ULYSSES” with No.3 Company.





The Dailey News, Perth, WA – Wednesday 29 March 1916:


Miss Florence Maud Weaver, daughter of Lieut (A. and I. Staff), and Mrs. C Weaver, of Quarry-street, Fremantle, is to be married next month to Lieut Joseph William Allen, Miners' Corps, AXF., Belmont Camp.


The wedding is timed to take place at St Patrick's Church during the afternoon of Saturday, April 8, and a reception will be held at the Cabin Tea Rooms afterwards.





Western Mail, Perth, WA – Friday 5 May 1916:


SOCIAL NOTES


Weddings


(By “Adrienne”)


A military wedding which had been looked forward to with considerable interest was celebrated on April 8, at St. Patrick’s Church, Fremantle, the Rev. Father Smythe, O.M., officiating (writes a correspondent). The contracting parties were Miss Florence Maud Weaver, second daughter of Lieutenant And Mrs. Weaver, of No. 10 Quarry-street, Fremantle to Lieutenant J.W. Allen of No.6 Company of Tunnellers, second son of the late Mr. Allen, of Stockdale, Coogee.  The bride, who was given away by her father, looked charming in coat and skirt of cream over Gabardine, with smart cream French model hat.  The bridesmaids were Miss Nietta Allen (sister to the bridegroom), Miss Rose Farrington, and Miss Gladys Fry.  Miss Allen and Miss Farrington wore pretty dresses of crepe-de-chine, with black picture book hats; Miss Fry was gowned in a white shadow lace dress, with smart biscuit hat. Lieutenant H.S. Hatton of the P.T.I Staff, was best man, with Lieutenant Wentworth, of No.6 Company of Tunnellers, as groomsman.  The guard of honour was drawn from No.4 section of No.6 Company of Tunnellers, under the command of Corporal Pearson.  The “Wedding March” was played by Mr. Bastian, leader of St. Patrick’s choir, of which the bride was a member, and Mascagin’s Ave Maria,” was sung by Miss Olive Horan.  The reception was held at the Cabin Tearooms.  The usual toasts were honoured.  After the breakfast many vocal and instrumental items were rendered.  In the evening Lieutenant and Mrs. Allen motored to Bunbury for their honeymoon.  The brides travelling dress was a pretty brown French Gabardine, with hat of same shade in silk.  Mrs. J.W. Allen intends to reside with her parents, No.10 Quarry-street, Fremantle, until her husband returns from the front.  The presents were numerous and valuable.





Back Row L-R: Mary Agnes Allen (Joe's mother), Lt D’Arcy Wentworth, Rev John Smythe, Charles Thomas Weaver (Florence's father), Lt Herbert Sydney Hatton


 Front Row L-R: Neitta Allen (Joe's sister), Gladys Fry, Joe Allen, Florence Maud Weaver, Rose Ffarrington (Florence's first cousin on her mother's side), and Amy Weaver nee Longbottom (Florence's mother). 


Photo courtesy Christa Taylor





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.  After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





William Powell 4449 - Letter to family:


Dear Bros, Sister, & Mother, 								         Belmont Camp


Yours to hand last week, was pleased to receive it.  You were near to the end of your seeding & hope you had plenty of rain on top of it for I see you have had rain along the Wongan Line.


Well, I hear we are going to embark tomorrow, so you see things are beginning to look dinkum. We marched through Perth, by all account we looked well, there were thousands in the streets & we had fruit, biscuits, cigarettes thrown at us.


Say, Mother, I am sending you along the port today with some coats, 2 hats & one pair of boots & two boxes.


I cannot lock the port but I think it will reach you alright.  As I am sailing tomorrow I shall not write till I reach Cape Town, so with lots of love I remain.


					Your loving son & bro.


							Sligo





Below:


Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, 


Claremont, marching through the city.





Officers of the No. 6 Tunnelling Company - Standing: Second Lieutenants Tylor, Taylor, Sander, Logie, Cavanagh, Shaw.  


Sitting: Second Lieutenant Russel, Lieut Bennett, Lieut Wentworth, Capt Lawson (O.C.), Capt Hillman (Adjt.), Lieut Wallman, Lieut. Allen.








6th Tunnelling Company – Training in England:	





The new quarters in Perham Downs, Salisbury Plains were excellently appointed but in spite of this measles broke out in a neighbouring unit and spread to this Company causing a certain proportion to be quarantined from August 7th onwards.


No rifles and few tools being available at Perham Downs very little technical training was carried out.  The sojourn in England however allowed the men to become physically fit after the long sea voyage and to become acclimatised to far more rigorous weather than that to which they were accustomed.  They also had ample opportunities of seeing and hearing trench mortars at work both by night and by day, and acquiring familiarity there with.


General leave was granted in England on two occasions firstly for thirtysix hours on August 2nd and again for 4 days on August 21st.


Final leave being over on August 24th preparations for crossing the Channel were made.  The Company was inoculated against Para Typhoid on August 25th.  On August 29th it entrained for Folkestone, crossed the Channel the same afternoon and spent the night at Astrehove Camp near Boulogne.  The next morning it entrained again and moved on to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot at Etaples, arriving there at a strength of 13 officers and 291 men, the remainder having for the most part been left at Perham Downs to complete there period of measles isolation.


Immediately on arrival at Etaples Rifles were issued to all ranks and revolvers to Officers.  A refresher course of Musketry was fired forthwith, the Company achieving the distinction of shooting the best course ever accomplished at the range up to date.  Several times a week the Company spent the whole day at No.1 Training Camp, locally known as the “Bull-ring” where excellent instruction was received in Bomb-throwing, Bayonet fighting, Gas Helmets, Machine Gun work and so forth, the whole being of a thorough nature and after the very latest advices from the Front.


On September 23rd instructions were received that the Company was to be used to reinforce No.3 Company already at work at the Front, to the extent of 8 officers and 206 men, while the remainder were to stay at Etaples awaiting further orders with the exception of Captain Lawson, Officer Commanding, and Captain Hillman, who were also to proceed to the Front temporarily without command.  The Company accordingly to that strength only left Etaples on the morning of September 25th arriving at Le Drumez the same evening.  The next morning Captain Lawson formally handed over the whole party to Major Coulter, officer Commanding No.3 Company, who immediately proceeded to allot them to duty.





	The existence of No.6 Tunnelling Company as such was thus terminated.








6th Tunnelling Company Historical Record – Recruiting:


Officers of the 4th, 5th & 6th Aust. Tunnelling Co who marched into the 2nd Aust. Div. Base Depot, Etaples, France on 31st August, 1916.


	4th Tunnelling Coy		  	5th Tunnelling Coy			6th Tunnelling Coy


Major Vincent, T.H.			Capt Wagstaff, P.W.			Capt Lawson, F.W.


Capt  Park, R.				Lieut Adcock, G.I.			Capt Hillman, A.J.


Lieut Royle, J. W.D.			Lieut Lewis, K.B.			Lt Wallman, H.P.


Lieut Hills, L				Lt Lambert, L.J.				Lt Bennett, V.C.


2/Lt Armstrong, J.E.			2/Lt Stead, J.				Lt Wentworth, D.


2/Lt Whittam, J.W.			2/Lt Hooper, H.P.			Lt Allen, J.


2/Lt Collins, R.J.			2/Lt Blumer, C.H.			2/Lt Russell, H.


2/Lt Plummer, P.C.T.			2/Lt Suttie, J.				2/Lt Cavanagh, R.J.


2/Lt Yates, D.				2/Lt Lindsay, J.				2/Lt Gourley, E.J.


2/Lt Justice, J.B.			2/Lt Johnson, A.W.			2/Lt Shaw, C.C.


2/Lt Justice, R.N.			2/Lt Shaffrey, J.				2/Lt Taylor, T.


2/Lt J. Bowry				2/Lt Tierman, M.			2/Lt Tyler, R.E.


2/Lt Plant, G.H.D.			2/Lt Reid, J.C.D			2/Lt Cooper, N.H.


2/Lt Pennefather, R.V.G.	884 O.Rs marched in at the same time.





3ATC End of War Report:


Hostile activity in the Hill 70 area towards the last part of November was considerable.


On 27/11/16 while preparing to tamp gallery 21.DD at (36.c.S.W.1. M.b.87.60) the charging of 17,500 lbs of ammonal having been completed, the enemy exploded a camouflet, which exploded our charge.  Casualties were 1 officer (Lt H. Russell) and the following 8 O.Rs were “mine gassed” and the following 20 O.Rs were killed: -


Barker, Charles Victor, 5250; Batson, William Henry, 943; Brockley, John Robert, 2371; Christiansen, Peter Marinus, 1313: Coulton, David, 4340; Daniels, Richard, 5253; Edwards, Lewis Brinley, 1414; Francis, Henry Frederick, 2893; Horton, William Francis, 1030; Kerby, Macklam James Martin DCM, 1364; Ladd, Albert Edward, 1071; Lyons, Michael, 1273; McLean, Hector, 4421; Moore, William James, 4402; Nightingale, William, 4431; Pember, James, 1122; Praed, William James, 4451; Prosser, Thomas Evan, 5014; Reid, John, 4456; Russell, Oswald John Shaw, 4468.


Cont.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 25/9/16 took place the absorption of the 6th Aust. Tnlg Coy which marched in from Etaples.  It consisted of 10 officers & 209 O.Rs, the officers being :-


		Lt V.C. Bennet


		Lt D.A. Wentworth


		Lt J.W. Allen


		Lt H. Russel


		2/Lt R.J. Cavanagh 


		2/Lt C.C. Shaw


		2/Lt R.E. Tyler		)


		2/Lt E.J. Gourley	)       attached Supernumeracy


		Capt F.W. Lawson	)


		Capt A.J. Hillman	)








3ATC End-of-War Report:


The officers personnel of the company from 26/9/16 was as follows: -


     Hd Qrs		No 1 Section	No 2 Section		No 3 Section		No 4 Section


Mjr Coulter		Lt Langdon	Lt Brown		Lt Morris		Lt McArdell


Capt Sanderson		Lt Grainger	Lt Howie		Lt Wentworth		Lt Bennett


Capt West		2/Lt Buley	Lt Allen		2/Lt Shaw, C.C.		2/Lt Robertson


Capt Hillman		2/Lt Russell	2/Lt Gourley		2/Lt Tyler		2/Lt Cavavagh


Capt Lawson





Cont.


Gassed 		4340 Spr J. Gould	 991   Spr   J.J. Eddison		4521	Spr G.J. Woods


		1251   “   S. Barsby	1304   “   S.P. Wagner		4418   “   W. McKnoe


		1270   “    B.J. Lear   	4993 Cpl  L.G. Brown


		 


On this occasion after the enemy “Blow” Lt O.R. Howie organised the rescue parties & wearing Proto apparatus, led them into the mine, thereby saving lives & performing valuable exploratory work underground.  He carried out this arduous & dangerous work for 24 hours until relieved. 			Abridged








WAR DIARY 3rd AUST. TUN COY – NATIONAL ARCHIVES, KEW, LONDON  Ref. No: WO 95  553


24th – 30th November, 1916


The work in progress during the previous week was continued for the remainder of the month.  All the mining was done in hard chalk.  The total footage at all times (12) was 214 feet.  Work was considerably retarded by the charging of two mines, the blowing of one mine by us and two mines by the enemy.  Rescue work and the recovering of bodies followed on the two enemy blows.


30th


Enemy work with the push pick or bayonet was heard close to no. 22 shaft R,L. (70 foot level) , being identified by 4 officers on different occasions.  It was decided to blow 6000 pounds of ammonal.


At about 112 x in no. 21 DDL chamber the ground was very broken with deep cracks.  Strong flow of water from face, which was plugged.  In right hand corner of chamber also struck water.  An enemy camouflet opposite this gallery was blown at 12.40am on 27/11/16 destroying the gallery and killing 20 men.  


Charging had been completed by us and tamping about to be started.  Opposite no. 1 DDR1Li chamber an enemy blow took place at 8 am on 28/11/16 killing two men (Spr Allen, Joseph, 4224 and Spr Cockton, Harold, 970). 





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 13/3/17 Lt J.H. Allen was admitted to hospital.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 6.11.17, Capt A.J. Hillman resumed command of No.4 Section, and Lieut. H. Russel was transferred to No.4 Section.  Lieut J.W. Allen was temporarily transferred to No.3 Section.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 20/1/18 Spr Hoy, H. was wounded by shrapnel while coming out of the line through Lone Trench, Lt J.W. Allen admitted to Hospital while on furlough in England.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 24.5.18, Lieut J.W. Allen was transferred from No.4 Section to No.1 Section





3ATC End-of-War Report:


THE GIVENCHY RAID


On the morning of 24/8/18, 2 officers, (Lieut. J.W. Allen and Lieut. T. Taylor) and 40 O.R’s of No.1 Section of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy. took part in the raid on the enemy on the Givenchy Front, co-operating with the 164th Brigade of the 55th British Division.


In order to assist the operation, North of La Bassee Canal at Givenchy barrages for two dummy raids, and also smoke barrages were put down in the Hulluch Sector.  M.G’s fired 24,750 rounds in connection with this dummy raid in addition to the normal harassing fire by artillery.                                                                      Cont.





THE GIVENCHY RAID


Cont.


The Tunnellers part in the offensive operation at Givenchy was to examine dugouts and mine entrances and to mark them “safe” or “dangerous” according to the results of examination; to search for and render harmless any mines or booby traps found; to cut all enemy electric leads; to destroy any T.M’s found in the forward objectives and to collect any information such as documents, plans, or particulars of accommodation available for troops.


The whole party was suitably equipped with rifle and bayonet as well as tools of their particular necessity.  


Each patrol party of the Infantry was accompanied by two tunnellers.


Their objectives were the areas marked (1) to (7) inclusive. (Vide plans appendix XVII August)


The operation was kept very secret.  No orders were issued until 8 p.m. on 23/8/18 when the men selected were assembled on the alarm post and finally instructed by the C.O. in what their part in the raid was to be.


The raid was successful and all objectives were gained, only three casualties amongst the Tunnellers.


Abridged





3ATC End-of-War Report:


By Authority MS/H11800 dated 17/11/18, the following officers were awarded the Military Cross:- for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty ;-


		Lieut Joseph William Allen


		Lieut Ronald George Bush Ashcroft


Lieut Allen MC, commanded a party engaged on investigation for enemy land mines and traps in the area through which our troops were advancing from Auchy, St. Elie, and Hulloch on the 1st to the 16th October, 1918.  He set a fine example of bravery and ability to his party, and at great risk, personally removed the detonators from over 300 dangerous traps.	


His work was done so well that no lives were lost through enemy traps in the area investigated, and over 50 tons of dangerous enemy mines and traps were rendered harmless.





3ATC End-of-War Report:


On 6/11/18, Lieut J.W. Allen was admitted to hospital and soon after embarked for Australia, thus severing his connection with the Unit.





The Daily News, Perth, WA – Monday 1 December 1924:


FUNERAL NOTICES


ALLEN.— The Friends of Mr. Joseph W. Allen, of the Public Works Department, Perth, and of Mr. J. W. Allen, of Subiaco are respectfully invited to follow the remains of their late beloved SON (Francis Hamilton), beloved grandson of Lieut. and Mrs. C. Weaver, of Perth, to the place of interment, the Roman Catholic Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave their residence, 61 Heytesbury-road, Subiaco, at 10 o'clock on Wednesday morning, per road.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 10.15 a.m.


train leaving Perth.


BOWRA and O'DEA, Undertakers, 195 Pier-street, Perth. TeI._A4308.





The West Australian - Monday 17 July 1933:


To the Editor.


Sir,— In to-day's issue of “The West Australian” I notice a letter written by “One of the Section” giving the place where Captain Bethune's order was written as the Spoil Bank, La Bassee Canal, April, 1918.  I wish to point out that this is a mistake, as no Australian infantry or machine gun section — other than a section of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, with three or four men from the Electrical Lighting and Mechanical Company — ever occupied this position during the whole of the war.  Givinchy, which is situated on the north side of the La Bassee Canal, was held by the 55th English Division when the Germans attacked on April 9, 1918, and the heights were lost on April 18, I918, while being held by the 1st English Division, when a good many men from the 1st Battalion of the Black Watch were captured, together with three men from the Electrical Lighting and Mechanical Company who were stationed there.


The famous strong point known as “Death or Glory Sap,” situated just in front of the Spoil Bank, on the north side of La Bassee Canal, was never taken by the enemy.  French troops, and after wards British troops, defended this bit of ground against tremendous odds on several occasions — it being the only point on the front line, north of the canal, to hold out on April 18, 1918.  Also there were no dug-outs, built either by the Germans or the British, in any one system anywhere in the vicinity of La Bassee capable of holding 1,200 men.  Givinchy Heights were later retaken by the 35th English Division, and 40 of our men from the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, under Lt. Taylor and myself went over with them.  Our duty was to clear all mines and booby traps and to examine both our own and the Bosche mining systems for any delayed action mines the enemy may have laid. — Yours etc., J. W. ALLEN. 


Late Lieut. 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company., Roelands.





The spirit of the Australian troops as the tension rose was conveyed by the famous battle order issued by Lieutenant Frank Pogson Bethune of Tasmania, 3rd MG Company, 1st MG Battalion.  He was instructed to hold his machine gun post at all costs, so he issued the following grim orders to his Section:





Special Orders of No.1 Section, 13 March 1918:





1.	This position will be held and the Section will remain here until relieved.


2.	The enemy cannot be allowed to interfere with this programme.


3.	If the Section cannot remain here alive, it will remain here dead, but in any case it will remain here.


4.	Should any man, through shell-shock or other cause attempt to surrender, he will remain here dead.


5.	Should all guns be blown out, the Section will use Mills grenades and other novelties.


6.	Finally, the position as stated, will be held.


[War Diary – AWM - 3rd Machine Gun Company.]








Tunnellers Circular 1968


C. Campbell Shaw writes from Carnarvon on the coast of Western Australia on the 25th parallel which is nearly as far north as Rockhampton is on the Queensland Coast.  Cam writes as follows:





“Thank you very much for the copy of your circular letter which was forwarded to me here, we read it with great interest and many regrets as your circular was the first knowledge of poor Bill Logie’s death.  We had a very enjoyable dinner with him earlier this year in Bunbury and although he had lost a great deal of weight he was his same cheery self.  With those three bereavements in W.A. I only know of Kennedy and Allen, the only Officers left in W.A.





Tunnellers Circular 1963


I will now tell you something about my trip to Perth at the time of the Commonwealth Games!  Did I have a good time!


JOE ALLEN, CAMPBELL SHAW, BERT CARROLL, ALEC KENNEDY and BILL LOGIE together with JACK FOXALL, who joined the No.1 Company after I left and one of my oldest friends who I had not seen for over 30 years, gave me a magnificent lunch at the Esplanade Hotel in Perth.  Campbell Shaw and Logie had travelled hundreds of miles to meet me and they did the thing properly.


After that Logie and his son kidnapped me and took me for a 4 days tour of the South West through Bunbury and Albany and the big timber where we drove right through one of the largest trees.  Bill is, or was then, in his ninetieth year but it was nothing to him to carry his heavy port up 2 flights of stairs at the pub we stayed at in Albany, only to find he had forgotten his keys.  No trouble to Bill – he ran down the stairs and arrived back on top before I had recovered my wind from the first trip.  He gave me a marvellous time and it was the highlight of the trip.


J.W. Allen, 2 Mary Street, Claremont, W.A





Tunnellers Circular 1967


The following I don’t seem to have heard of for some time – George Hindmarsh, Douglas Brigstocke, Loftus Hills, Phil Caro, Bunny Sawyer, J.W. Allen and Campbell Shaw.





		If still on deck, we would like to hear from them, if not we would be grateful to their relatives, heirs and assigns, or whoever opens this circular, if they would notify us of their demise, incarceration or hospitalisation so that we could notify their many friends.








