SAPPER ERNEST ALEXANDER
7183 – Tunnellers Reinforcements

Emu Bay, Burnie, Tasmania was the birthplace of Ernest (Tim) Alfred Alexander on 24 March, 1869 the son of Matthais (died 1912) and Elizabeth (nee Law died 1877).  Military experience was gained from two and a half years with the Volunteers.  He married on 12 February, 1896 in Melbourne to Nellie Fitzsimons.

His application for the license of the Somerset Hotel at Burnie in 1909 appeared in the:
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Two years later he applied for the hotel license for the Central Hotel reported in the:
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7183 SAPPER
. A. ALEXANDER

2 TUNNELLING COMPANY.
BTHUULY 1620 AGE 89

HUSBAND OF NELLIE, FATHER OF JOE, LEO,
VERA, DES, CLEMENT, IRENE, BASIL & BAUMONT.





He was listed in 1914 and 1915 as a hotelkeeper at Burnie with his wife.
At the recruiting depot in Ulverstone, Tas on 14 July, 1916 the forty-four-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination with good physical development and a pulse rate of 72.  Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 86.6kgs (190lbs) with a chest expansion of 99-104cms (39-41½ins) and a ruddy complexion with his blue eyes testing to good vision and scanty brown hair.  He had been vaccinated twice in boyhood.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Nellie Alexander of Burnie, Tasmania and later changed to care of G.P.O., Melbourne, Victoria and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and their three dependent children.
Acknowledgment to the new recruit was published in the:


Basic training commenced at Claremont camp (6th Military District) from 7 August, 1916 with the 1st Depot Battalion.  News of his arrival in camp was reported in the:

Training continued until 10 February, 1917 then was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria and later allotted to the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  
In preparation for departure Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his wife Mrs Nellie Alexander, 43 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne, Vic.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7183.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Alexander left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet.  After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and they marched in to Nos 1-3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
Sapper did not embark for France although arrangements appear to have for allotment to the 2nd Tunnelling Company with the reinforcements but remained at Parkhouse camp.  
He appeared before the Medical Board at Parkhouse on 17 September, 1917 where the former publican gave his age as forty-eight-years.  His Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning)





He signed in agreeance.


Place of disability:
Pre-existing


Date of disability:
Tasmania


Essential facts:
Enlisted for service and was stopped out of draft for France – grounds of





Senility


Cause of disability:
Age


Causation:

Not active service


Present condition:
He is very fat weighing about 17 stone [108kgs].  Very short of breath.





Arteries hardened.  Working in cookhouse and keeping fairly well.





Heart sounds weak.  Accentuation of 2nd sounds at aortic. 

Recommendation:
Change to England





Enlisted fit for active service


Labour market:
Not less than before enlistment


Board finding:

permanently unfit for general service but fit for home service

On 12 November, 1917 was appointed to Acting Sergeant but reverted to Sapper the same day then appointed to be Extra Duty Pay Corporal rising the same day to be Acting Sergeant until 14 January, 1918.
Acting Sergeant Alexander appeared before the District Court Martial held at Parkhouse on 17 May, 1918.

Charged:
Parkhouse 7/5/18 (1) disobeying command (2) Parkhouse using obscene 





language



Pleaded:
Guilty



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
60 days detention 17/5/18



Confirmation:
on 2nd charge only committed to forfeiture of 60 day’s pay by Major-





General The Hon. J.W. McCay, R.C.M., G.C.B., V.D., G.O.C. A.I.F.




Depots in U.K. 25/3/18





Period under charge 10 days.  Arrested 7/5/18.  Rank quite in order.


     Total forfeiture:
50 day’s pay





Memo from another document states AWL from 7/5/18 – 25/6/18 50 days





@ 4/-  £10.

Headquarters at Tidworth noted ineligibility in paying E.D.P. Corporal while undergoing detention.  Reverted to rank of Sapper to 31 August, 1918 when he was at No. 2 Camp Details and left there for the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.  On 7 October marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Tidworth A.I.F. Depot U.K. and promoted to Temporary Corporal a day later then appointed to be Acting Sergeant.  On 31 October, 1918 marched out and reverted to the rank of Sapper to await his voyage home.
Sapper Alexander embarked for Australia on the invalid transport from Liverpool, England on 9 December, 1918 on board H.T. Argyllshire.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  His urine was tested for Albumen and sugar during transit.  Base Records advised his wife on 10 January, 1919 that he was on his way home.  

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 1 February, 1919.  News of their impending arrival and refusal to land were reported in the:

Board Proceedings were sent from No. 23 Aust. Auxiliary Hospital, Launceston to the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers at Base Records, Melbourne on 6 May, 1919.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 11 Aust General Hospital on 12 May, 1919 and his case reads:
Disability:
nephritis (inflammation of kidneys)


     Essential facts:
Went to England in Jan. 1916, acted as cook in England all the time.





Reported sick with palpitation.  Weight 17 stone


Debility caused by:
due to military service


Present condition:
Did not get to France.  Weight 17 stone.





Heart sounds indistinct and poor quality, no definite.





Urine always contains trace of alb.


Board finding:

Military Service


Disability permanent: Probably


Improvement in:
Six months


Occupation capacity:
¼ 





Permanently unfit for general service


Confirmed:

No. 11 A.G.H. 12/5/19

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 6 June, 1919 as medically unfit.  For serving his country Sapper 7183 E. Alexander, Tunnelling Reinforcements was issued with the British War Medal (65402).  As he did not serve in a theatre of war was ineligible for the Victory Medal.

Proceedings of the Court Martial was lodged with the Attorney-General’s Department on 23 July, 1920.

Military Authorities 6th M.D. Launceston wrote to the District Finance Officer, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart on 25 August, 1920 in regards to a Separation Allowance being granted.  A birth certificate for Basil Bede Alexander born at Burnie in 1910 was enclosed.  The allowance was granted from 26 November, 1919 for 5/6d per diem to Mrs Alexander.

The ex-soldier had advised the officer at No. 12 Aust General Hospital on 13 January, 1921 that Mrs Alexander had recently taken a hotel at Myalla and therefore had no immediate use for the allotment.  His object in drawing the full rate of 10 shillings himself was to enable him to send regularly a certain amount to members of his family who were attending school in Melbourne.

The District Finance Officer replied he was not satisfied with this explanation given by Sergeant Alexander and would be glad to have some personal letter from Mrs Alexander direct stating that she wishes the allotment cancelled.

The District Finance Officer, 6th Military District replied to the Officer Commanding No. 12 Aust. General Hospital, Launceston attaching the form for Sergeant Alexander advising that an allotment was in force of 5 shillings and sixpence per diem in favour of his wife.  He had already been informed that this allotment could not be cancelled without the consent of Mrs Alexander, and she had refused to consent to the cancellation.  Unless Sergeant Alexander can give good reasons why Mrs Alexander should not receive support from him, the cancellation could not be considered.
Communication dated 26 May, 1927 from him at 290 North Road, Brighton, Vic was referred to the District Finance Officer, 6th Military District, Tasmania and to reply direct to the writer.  He stated he had been informed by various persons that it was possible to obtain a refund of amounts deducted as fines incurred whilst on active service.  He would be glad to be informed if that was the case and made a formal application for £25.  He stated the reasons for the two deductions of £12 10 shillings in each case.
The 6th Military District replied on 7 June, 1927 that he had been misinformed regarding remission of forfeiture incurred on Active Service and advised that no authority has ever been issued for the refund of forfeitures.

Ernest (Tim) Alfred Alexander passed away at Prahran, Melbourne on 8 July, 1929 aged 59 years.  Interment took place in Fawkner Memorial Park in the Roman Catholic Compartment 1 in grave no. 4374.

He has a Commonwealth War Grave.
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North Western Advocate and Emu Bay Times Thursday March 25, 1909:


LICENSING NOTICES


TO THE LICENSING BENCH OF THE DISTRICT OF TABLE CAPE.


I, ERNEST ALFRED ALEXANDER, of Burnie, in Tasmania, contractor, hereby give notice that it is my intention to apply at the next Quarterly meeting of the Licensing Bench, to be holden at Wynyard, for the district of Table Cape, for a PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE approving of my receiving an Hotel License in respect of the house proposed to be erected at Somerset, and intended to be known by the sign of “THE SOMERSET HOTEL.”


Dated this twentieth day of February, one thousand nine hundred and nine.


										E.A. ALEXANDER.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday December 5, 1911:


EMU BAY


At the annual meeting of the Emu Bay Licensing Bench yesterday the following renewals of hotel licenses were granted without opposition: Ernest Alfred Alexander, Central Hotel;			Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Friday July 21, 1916:


BURNIE


Mr E.A. Alexander (“Tim”), for some years mine host of the Central Hotel, Burnie, has been accepted for active service abroad, and goes into camp at Claremont at the end of the month.  Mr Alexander had tried on previous occasions to enlist.  But this time he was successful in passing the medical test, having considerably reduced his avoirdupois.  The many friends of “Tim” wish him good luck and a safe return.  His second eldest son, Lee, is “somewhere in France” fighting for King and Country.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday August 10, 1916:


RECRUITING – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men (7) entered Claremont camp on Tuesday—Privates F. Anderson, W. Airey, P.W. Higgs, F. Dennis, E. Alexander, J.R. Roscow and L. Wells.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday 20 January, 1919:


RETURNING HOME – TASMANIAN SOLDIERS – RETURNING BY THE ARGYLLSHIRE


A/Sergeant E. Alexander, Rfts. Tnlrs 								Article abridged





Argus Saturday February 1, 1919: 


TROOPS LAND TO-DAY – NESTOR AND ARGYLLSHIRE


Two contingents of troops will disembark at the new pier, Port Melbourne, to-day—the Victorians from the Nestor at 9 o’clock, and those from the Argyllshire at 11 o’clock.  In each case the men will be taken to the drill hall in Sturt Street where their relatives and friends should attend.  The procession motor-cars will follow the usual route through the city.  The total number of troops to be conveyed in 784, and, as the accommodation so far promised is below requirements, the Royal Automobile Club will appreciate the assistance of all motorists able to assist.





Herald Saturday February 1, 1919:


QUARANTINE DECLINED – MEN ON TWO TRANSPORTS UNWILLING TO GO TO CAMP


When the transports Nestor and Argyllshire arrived at Port Melbourne the men from the other States declined to land, and the military officials were faced with a difficult position as the men were determined though quiet.


Brigadier-General Williams, the State Commandant and others hurried to the pier, and it is hoped that when the position is explained the troops will act according to instructions. 


Meanwhile, the transport Argyllshire had berthed and the news of the action taken on the Nestor, with the reasons shouted from ship to ship by “diggers” with hearty voices and written messages in balls of paper were tossed to the Argyllshire.   The troops on board who had not previously heard of the position then followed their companions’ example and refused to land.


When the Commandant arrived, he explained to the men the difficulties of the position.  He pointed out that the embargo of the New South Wales Government prevented even the men for that State being sent away, while the various other State authorities had also forbidden the transfer of people by land.  All that was necessary was that the men should go to Broadmeadows and wait until transport could be arranged for them by sea.


When the matter was put to them in this slight the men appeared to realise that, although it seemed unfair that their arrival at their homes should be delayed there was really no other course open to the authorities.  


The attention which their complaints received seemed to reassure them, and it is hoped that when further consideration has been given to the situation a satisfactory settlement will be reached.  There are more than 800 troops on the two vessels, including Tasmanians, South Australians, Queenslanders and men for New South Wales.  The Argyllshire, however, landed South Australians at Adelaide.





His grave in Fawkner Memorial Park, Melbourne, Vic


Photos supplied by Dept of Veteran’s Affairs and used with permission








