SAPPER GEORGE EDWARD ADAMS

Mining Corps

George Edward Adams was born on February 8, 1888 at Millthorpe, New South Wales the son of Arthur Sydney and Emily (nee Rose) Adams.

At the recruiting depot in Orange, NSW on August 18, 1915 the twenty-six year old horse breaker and driver applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed which describe him as unmarried, 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest measurement of 88cms (34½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and had light coloured hair.  Distinctive mark was a bullet mark on his left leg and religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Emily Adams of Post Office, Millthorpe, NSW.   He was sworn in the same day.
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Acknowledgment to the district’s enlisting volunteers was published in the:

Basic training commenced at Liverpool camp, near Sydney with E. Company 1st Battalion at the Infantry Depot then allotted to the Mining Corps at Casula camp, Liverpool.

On December 20, 1915 he was transferred from the Mining Corps to ‘D’ Coy, No. 1 Battalion and all money owed was duly paid to him.  His rank was Private and assigned to the Headquarters Depot Company.

A few weeks later on January 12, 1916 he was noted to have deserted.  The following are the entries on his conduct sheet:



Offence:
Desertion documentary - Liverpool 12/1/16



Award:

Remanded for investigation



Award:

29/3/16 Remanded for further investigation





30/3/16 to be Discharged; no pay

After 225 days service on January 30, 1916 Military Discharge was issued at Liverpool from January 13, 1916 as services were no longer required.

A report was issued on February 4, 1916 giving a description of him as being a deserter.

He married later that year at Millthorpe, NSW to Mary Elizabeth Hague.

In 1930 he was working as a labourer at Forest Reefs in the Carcoar district, NSW and their residence continued at this address until 1958. 

The following article was published in the:
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His wife Mary Elizabeth Adams passed away in 1956 at Orange, NSW

George Edward Adams died in 1958 aged 70 years at Blayney, NSW.
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Leader (Orange) Friday August 20, 1915:


ORANGE RECRUITING DEPOT


On Wednesday Captain Eade, from the Defence Department, opened the new recruiting depot in Orange at the Drill Hall.  It was found necessary to establish a depot for the enlistment and examination of intending soldiers at Orange, owing to the bungle that occurred at Lithgow.  There were 42 candidates who came up before Dr Freyer for examination, but only 14 of them satisfied the doctor that they were sound.  Those who were rejected suffer principally from eye trouble.  The following men passed:—Harold Charles Bowyer, Huntley; George Alfred Blunt, Lucknow; Arthur Gordon Ash, Parkes; Kevin Whitmee, Cargo; Roy Edward Thomas, Loonies, Cudal; William Frances Sullivan, Orange; Benjamin John Castle, Orange; William Edgar Crook, Orange; James Thorpe, Orange, James Thomas Rowe, Orange, George Edward Adams, Millthorpe; Charles Maurice Whitmee, Cudal; H.H. Streeton, Orange; Henry Edwin Bennett, Orange; Henry Eduon Hales, Orange.  There was no recruiting yesterday. 








Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga) Monday November 12, 1945:


ORANGE MAN ALLOWED BOND AT ADELAIDE


ADELAIDE. Sunday:  After having pleaded guilty to a charge of passing a valueless cheque and to a further charge of false pretences, George Edward Adams, of Orange, NSW, was released on a bond of £25 to be on good behaviour for two years by the magistrate (Mr Clark) at Adelaide police court.


The police prosecutor said that when he visited the room occupied by Adams in a city hotel he found a glass containing poison and several letters written by Adams, showing that he had intentions of taking his own life if his financial position did not improve.








Eighth row: Pte Hudson; Pte H. Faulks; Pte G. Coyle (on Nominal Roll); Pte R. U. Fullarton; Pte L. McKenna; Pte G. R. Smith; Pte B. A. Hughes; Pte A. J. Smith; Pte T. Hincks; Pte G. E. Adams; Pte J. Holland; Pte C. Miller; Pte W. R. Field; Pte F. Lancaster; Pte T. Darcey; Pte D. J. Hibbard; Pte J. Ryan; Pte C. Tibbetts; Pte B. Watkins. 








Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916. 








One of these two men believed to be George Edward Adams











