SAPPER JOSEPH McKAY ABERDEEN
7308 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Joseph McKay Aberdeen was born in Guildford, Castlemaine, Victoria about 1872 the son of William McKay and Catherine Mary (nee Murphy) Aberdeen.  His mother passed away in 1897 and he was a co-executor for her Estate with the following published in the:
Later that year the following was reported in the:
He went before the Police Court for the following incident:


Military experience was gained from seven years with the 4th Battalion Victorian Regiment at Castlemaine.

He was accused of robbery and the case went before the Court and was reported in the:



After a third trial he was found not guilty and acquitted with the report published in the:

In trouble again the report from the Police Court was made known in the:

In the Police Gazette dated September 21, 1905 the following was published:

His former residence was mentioned in the Shire Council’s business and reported in the:


He moved to the Riverina District of New South Wales about 1911 and was visiting Melbourne when the following occurred:

At the recruiting campaign in Castlemaine in mid-1915 he is listed as applying for forms of enlistment but stated later was rejected due to defective eyesight.

At the recruiting depot at Echuca on 24 March, 1917 the forty-two year old single farm labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  
Personal particulars taken give his postal address was Moira, NSW and was 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further weighing 66.8kgs (147lbs) and had a dark complexion with greyish eyes and black hair turning grey.  Distinctive marks were a broken nose and a black spot behind right shoulder blade in level with sixth dorsal.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his sister Mrs Catherine Farrell of Moira, NSW then changed to his brother Daniel McKay Aberdeen of Leongatha, South Gippsland, Vic.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced in Melbourne at Broadmeadows camp with the Recruits Battalion on 12 April, 1917 until April 30 when transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at their training camp at Seymour, Vic. and allotted to the March Reinforcements. On May 20 further instruction commenced with the Tunnelling Company unit in preparation for service abroad.  Military authorities noted his Will and been lodged with the camp authority.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7308.
While on leave from Seymour camp he attended a concert in his home town which was reported in the:

On his final home leave he was honoured by his Castlemaine neighbours and reported in the:


The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty nine day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
On 15 November, 1917 he was admitted to the Parkhouse Military Hospital with mumps.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France on 11 December, 1917 from Southampton arriving the next day to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles.  On 18 December was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 4 January, 1918 he left the Aust Corps Depot for attachment to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.

He was wounded in action on 12 March, 1918 suffering from gas poisoning from a gas shell attack and was taken to the 149th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company records the following for that day:

“12/3/18


O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks.

Tactical situation still more critical.  
Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut L.G. Wilkins and Lieut S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.  

Weather fine.”

The next day was moved to the 48th Casualty Clearing Station and left later on the Ambulance Train no.11 for Le Treport entering the 3rd General Hospital.  He left Boulogne on 28 March being invalided to England on the hospital ship Antrim and admitted the following day to the 5th London General Hospital at Lambeth.
His next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on 26 March, 1918 that he had been wounded in action and again on April 12 of his admittance to hospital in England.

On 10 April was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield until discharged on April 22 to the No. 4 Command Depot on 26 April, 1918.  Transferred on May 4 to the Overseas Training Depot at Longbridge, Deverill until he proceeded overseas from Southampton on 17 May arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Marched out for his unit on 22 May and rejoined three days later.

Sapper was taken on strength on 25 May, 1918 with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

Service continued without further incident and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He was paid in France on 15 February, 1919.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on 31 May, 1919 and return to the Aust Base Depot 2 and embarked for England on June 6 from Havre arriving at No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Aberdeen embarked for Australia on 22 July, 1918 on board H.T. Ulysses.  Base Records advised his brother on 22 August he was returning home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 2 September, 1919.
News of the transport’s arrival was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 31 October, 1919 as medically unfit.
His Will had been returned to the 3rd Military District on 28 August 1919.

On 8 November, 1920 a copy of his service was sent to the Sydney Department of Repatriation.

For serving his country Sapper 7308 Joseph McKay Aberdeen, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (68361) and the Victory Medal (65601).

He returned to Deniliquin where he was recommended to lease a block of land as follows:


His service medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  The Medals Section sent a letter care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 2 July, 1923.  He applied for his medals which were forwarded by registered post (no.6476) on 28 April, 1924.

From 1930 on his address was care of J. Farrell, Armagh Park, Deniliquin, NSW, working as a labourer.

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and duly forwarded these on 25 Jul, 1932.

In 1943 his address was given as Gaza, Finlay Road, Deniliquin and still working as a labourer.  By 1949 he was listed as care of R. Gilmore, Finlay Road, Deniliquin.

Joseph (Joe) McKay Aberdeen died in 1951 aged 79 years with his death registered as Deniliquin district of NSW.
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The Age Tuesday June 8, 1897:


LAW NOTICES


APPLICATION will be made to the Supreme Court in the Colony of Victoria in its probate jurisdiction with Probate of the last WILL and Testament and codicil thereto of CATHERINE ABERDEEN, late of Yapeen, in the parish of Guildford in the Colony of Victoria, married woman, deceased be GRANTED to Joseph McKay Aberdeen, of Guildford, aforesaid farmer and Thomas Lobb, of Muckleford, in the said colony, railway employee, the executors according to the tenor of the said will or in the alternative that Administration of the Estate of the Estate of Catherine Aberdeen, deceased, in the Will of the said deceased annexed, be Granted to Joseph McKay Aberdeen, the fifth son and one of the next-of-kin of the said deceased.


Dated this eighth day of June, 1897.  J. Wilkinson, Castlemaine, Proctor for the said Joseph McKay Aberdeen and Thomas Lobb. 





Mount Alexander Mail Thursday December 23, 1897:


ITEMS OF NEWS


On Sunday night smoke was seen rising from the residence of Mr Joseph Aberdeen, Guildford; prompt measures saved the dwelling, but unfortunately, the young man’s uniform was burnt, as well as some £30 in notes.





Mount Alexander Mail Wednesday November 22, 1899:


CASTLEMAINE POLICE COURT


Tuesday November 21 – Before Messrs Odgers and Newman Js P.)


NO TICKET.—Joseph McKay Aberdeen was complained against for travelling without having a railway ticket on 27th September.  F.C. Borsum, who was the complainant for the Railway Department, stated the defendant was found in a railway carriage without having a ticket.  Evidence of this was given by the following witnesses:


E. Kennedy, a porter at the railway station saw defendant on 27th September, and asked him for a ticket but Aberdeen said that he had not one, but had a [blurred] on which he could travel.  On being told this was not well, defendant left the carriage, but subsequently jumped into a truck.  He was also seen doing this by Constable Rasmussen.  Upon a signal being given, Guard Daley had the train pulled up whereupon Aberdeen jumped out of the truck.  He was however, pursued, and captured by Porter Welsh.


Mr Thwaites, who appeared for defendant, contended that a truck, according to the Act, was not a railway carriage, but if the Bench was against him on this point, as he observed, he would ask for a small fine.  Aberdeen was only going to Guildford to which place the fare was small.  The Defendant was fined £1 and £1 9s costs.  There was a second charge of getting into the train when in motion but Mr Borsum did not press the charge, and the fine of 1s only was imposed on defendant.





Mount Alexander Mail Friday April 11, 1902:


THE GUILDFORD ROBBERY – ACCUSED REMANDED


Joseph Aberdeen, who was arrested on Wednesday on a charge of waylaying and robbing Mr N. Mein, of Guildford on the night of Sunday last was brought up at the Police Court yesterday morning and on the application of the police was remanded to appear on the 18th inst.  Bail was allowed—self in £200 and two sureties of £100 each.  Late in the afternoon the two sureties were obtained in the persons of Messrs Lobb and Basley, brothers-in-law of the accused.											Cont’d





Continues:


From careful inquiry we learn that the true particulars of the occurrence vary considerable from those already published.  It seems that on Sunday night last Mein, Aberdeen and other were drinking at Hickey’s Railway Hotel at Guildford.  Mein before entering the hotel tied the horse he was riding to a post near the building.  About half-past eleven o’clock he went outside with intention of going home, but found that his horse had been removed.  He searched for it for some time but without success, and returned to the hotel.  He left shortly afterwards slightly under the influence of liquor with the intention of walking home.  Aberdeen is said to have left a few seconds afterwards and to have gone in the same direction as Mein.  What happened after that has been related by Mr Mein to the police, and is to the effect that he had not gone far from the hotel when he was suddenly assaulted.  He was grasped savagely by the throat and in the struggle which ensued he says he recognised Aberdeen and said to him “For God’s sake, Joe, don’t throttle me.”  He was then struck on the back of the head with some blunt instrument, which rendered him insensible.  On recovering he found that his trousers pocket had been cut out, and a purse containing £17 10s stolen.


On Sunday morning, Mein it appears, mentioned to several that Aberdeen had robbed him and this coming to Aberdeen’s knowledge, he sought out Mein and demanded what he meant by such a statement.  Mein thereupon accused Aberdeen of the offence, with the result that Mein received a stinging blow on the jaw, and a few rounds took place between them.


Mein’s horse was found on Sunday morning tethered in a clump of willows not far from the hotel and the supposition is that it was hidden there so the Mein would be compelled to walk home.  The statement that Mein was dragged from his horse is therefore entirely without foundation.


An action, we understand, will be brought against the licensee of the Railway Hotel, Guildford, for Sunday trading in connection with the affair.  


So far as can be gathered the only direct evidence connecting Aberdeen with the robbery is that of Mein himself.  The statement that there were two parties concerned in the robbery is not borne out so far by the facts which have come to light.  However, the full details of the affair will come out in the evidence at the Police Court this day week.





Mount Alexander Mail Friday August 29, 1902:


THE ABERDEEN CASE – THE THIRD TRIAL – THE ACCUSED ACQUITTED


The third trial of Joseph Aberdeen on a charge of assaulting and robbing Nichol Alexander Mein at Guildford on Sunday April 6th was concluded yesterday at the Melbourne Criminal Court, before Mr Justice Williams and a jury of twelve.  Accused had twice previously been tried at Castlemaine, but the jury on each occasion failed to agree, and the third trial was ordered to be held at Melbourne.


At the conclusion of the case for the Crown, no witnesses were called for the defence.


Accused, in an unsworn statement to the jury denied the charge.  He said he left Hickey’s Hotel about 11 p.m. after Mein had left, but did not see him. On his way home, accused fell and cut his face, and the next day Mein on seeing these injuries accused him of being the man who robbed him.


His Honor, in summing up, pointed out that accused’s statement was not entitled to the same weight as the evidence that had been given by the Crown witnesses on oath, as he could not be prosecuted for perjury if, he said what was false, and his statement could not be tested by cross-examination.  At the same time, accused’s statement might be perfectly true.  There was no doubt that Mein had a considerable amount of money (about £20), and that someone had robbed him of it.  The case was fraught with a certain amount of suspicion against the accused, because he was the last man in the company of Mein at the hotel.


The jury found the accused not guilty, and he was discharged.				Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Saturday May 30, 1903:


CASTLEMAINE


At the police court on Friday, before Mr Goldsmith, P.M. Joseph Aberdeen was fined £3 and ordered to pay £2 1 6 costs for illegally using a horse the property of Mr W. Blenheim of North Muckleford, on the night of the 22nd inst.  It was shown that accused while in a state of intoxication took the horse out of the Haymarket Hotel stables, in Castlemaine, rode it to Guildford, were he resides, and then turned it adrift.





Joseph McKay Aberdeen, labourer care of Mr Wilde, grazier, Lang Lang, reports stolen at Melbourne on 9th inst. a bicycle enamelled black, No.464324 in frame.  Value £6.  0.6638 15/9/05





Mount Alexander Mail Saturday July 10, 1909:


NEWSTEAD SHIRE COUNCIL


From F.K. Best and Son, asking what rates are due on allots 13 to 24 inclusive, part of Section A., parish of Guildford, at Yapeen, Taylor’s Homestead, containing 36a 2r 28p, recently occupied by Joseph McKay Aberdeen—to be complied with.





Mount Alexander Mail Friday May 30, 1913:


DOWN FROM THE RIVERINA – DRUNK AND DISORDERLEY – A NIGHT IN THE CELL


Joseph McKay Aberdeen was before Mr Barlow, P.M. at the Police Court yesterday morning charged with being drunk and disorderly in a public place on Wednesday morning.  He pleaded guilty.


Constable Fowles stated that at 7.30 a.m. accused was in front of [word cut off] in a very drunken state, and his clothing badly torn.  When arrested he struggled for a time but after listening to advice he went quietly to the lockup.  He had not used bad language.


Accused in answer to the charge said he had been working on the Riverina for about two years and after having a few it went to his head.


Mr Barlow said accused was in the street drunk at quarter to 11 o’clock in the morning, when the municipal business of the town was being dome.  This sort of thing was going on a great deal more than it should and this was the third case before him this week. They all had the excuse that they only had a few drinks.  He couldn’t understand how the accused didn’t know he had had enough and then stop.  It ended in disgrace and a night in the cells, and in this cold weather a night in the cells did not appear to him to be the acme of beatitude and it seemed to him that there were many more desirable places to spend a night in.  This order would have to be put down and as the accused had used no bad language was to his credit.  He would be fined 2/6 or 6 hour imprisonment.  He hoped it would be a deterrent as accused did not look to be a man who was addicted to drink.


Accused: I am not, your worship.  I must thank you for your leniency.





Mount Alexander Mail Tuesday July 13, 1915:


RECRUITING – STATE PARLIAMENTARY CAMPAIGN – MEN ARE URGENTLY NEEDED


CASTLEMAINE DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS


The recruiting period has been extended for another week, as a single week was found inadequate to cope with the rush of volunteers.


At Castlemaine and Campbell’s Creek during the past week there were 105 volunteers.  Some of these failed to pass the medical examination, principally due to defective teeth. 


The following applied for Enlistment papers which will, no doubt be returned in due course.


	Joseph McKay Aberdeen.							Article abridged





Mount Alexander Mail Tuesday June 5, 1917:


GUILDFORD


The blare of music filled the air at Yapeen on Saturday night when the Muckleford Brass Band paid a visit to the village to assist a concert in aid of the local Red Cross branch.  There was a good attendance including a number of Guildford residents.


One of the late arrivals at the concert was a well-known resident of Yapeen, Pte. Joseph Aberdeen, who has enlisted in the Pioneer reinforcements for the front and arrived from the Seymour camp that night on leave.


										Article abridged








Bendigo Independent Friday July 13, 1917:


CASTLEMAINE


Private Joe Aberdeen, of Yapeen, is just about to sail with a tunnelling corps for the front, and his neighbors and friends have presented him with a handsome pocket wallet.





The Argus Wednesday September 3, 1919:


TROOPS DISEMBARK – MEN ON SS ULYSSES WELCOMED


With a party of Victorian soldiers on board, the ss Ulysses reached Port Melbourne yesterday, after an uneventful voyage.  The troops were met by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Brand) at the New Pier, and were afterwards conveyed to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street where friends and relatives gave them an affectionate welcome.





Independent (Deniliquin) Friday May 26, 1922:


LOCAL LAND BOARD – SITTING AT DENILQUIN


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17.  For consideration—Joseph McKay Aberdeen, Sp.L 22/5, Sec 75-recommended 14 years 13s 3d per annum;									Article abridged











