SAPPER GEORGE MALCOLM ABERCROMBIE
334 – 1st Tunnelling Company
George Malcolm Abercrombie was born about October, 1884 in South Healey in the rural district of Morpeth, Northumberland, England the son of James and Margaret (nee Maltman) Abercrombie.  In 1891 the family were residing at Ferneybeds, Ulgham, Morpeth and were James (38) coal miner, Margaret (36), Margaret J. (14) agricultural labourer, Elizabeth (13), Janet (11), Johnson (9), Barbara (8), George M. (6), Joseph (4) and Wilhelmina (1).
A decade later in 1901 they were at Sparrow House, Sheepwash, Morpeth and consisted of James (47) coal miner, Margaret (44), Margaret J. (24), Elizabeth (23) and Janet (21) workers on farm, Barbara (18), George (16) carter on farm, Joseph (14), labourer in hay house, Wilhelmina (11), James (9) and John A. (6) with Elizabeth Maltman (25) a visitor.

By 1911 they lived in a four roomed house at 30 Long Row, Ashlington and citizens there were James (59) coal miner stonework, Margaret (56) Janet (29) Johnson (28) coal miner machineman, George M. (26) coal miner machineman, Joseph (18) colliery onsetter below ground, Wilhelmina (20) school teacher city council, James (18) apprentice cartwright, John A. (16) driver underground with Elizabeth Storey (28) visitor. 
Military experience was gained from serving eight years with the Northumberland Hussars Regiment.

George came to Australia about 1912 and a year later is listed working as a miner at Scarborough, Wollongong, New South Wales.

At the recruiting depot in Sydney on 20 December, 1915 the thirty-one year old unmarried miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation Forms as 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) and had a dark complexion with fair hair and his hazel eyes tested to fair vision.  Distinctive marks were a flowers tattoo on his left upper arm, a tattoo on the right one and a small scar above the left elbow joint.  Church of England was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father James Abercrombie of 30 Long Row, Ashington, Northumberland.  The following day at Casula camp, near Liverpool he took and signed the Oath of Allegiance.

He was allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps for basic training after being taken on strength from the 17th A. Depot Battalion on December 22.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 334.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No.1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  His service continued without illness or injury until leave from France was granted and taken from 21 September, 1917 and rejoined his unit on 1 October.  Second leave was taken from 5 March, 1918 until returning to duty on 21 March.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He was recommended for the Military Medal on 16 January, 1919 with the citation submitted as follows but not awarded:
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From the 29th Sept. to the 20th Dec. accompanying the advance from BONY to NAMUR have been engaged in all operations with this Unit while attached to 11th American, 9th British and Australian Corps. Have been engaged on road repair and bridge building and in the search for and unloading of all classes of enemy Mines often under heavy enemy shall and machine-gun fire.  Have during the whole of the period shewn the greatest courage and devotion to duty and have materially assisted in rendering the 4th Army Area for which this Unit was responsible, safe for Transport and Occupation.









Wm J. McBride, Capt. A.E.









  Acting C.O. for Aust Tun. Coy
Sapper left to take leave on 14 January, 1919 and returned to his Unit on 4 February.  

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on 3 April, 1919 and return to the Aust General Base Depot where they marched out from on April 10 crossing the English Channel arriving at the No.1 Group camp at Deverill the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Abercrombie embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  His name was listed among those returning and reported in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 13 July, 1919 and their arrival was reported in the:

News of their return was also published in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Sydney Domain and his Statement of Case reads “No Disability” and discharge recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 5 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (33084) and the Victory Medal (32668) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 334 George Malcolm Abercrombie, 1st Tunnelling Company.

He was working at the South Clifton Colliery when the following was published in the:
From 1930 onward he is listed residing at Main Road, Scarborough with the occupation of miner.

George Malcolm/Maltman Abercrombie, late of Scarborough, died about 31 May, 1960 aged 76 years.  Funeral arrangements were reported in the Illawarra Mercury on June 1.

Burial took place in the Church of England Section 2 portion of Scarborough-Wombarra Cemetery within Row A in gravesite no. 9.

© Donna Baldey 2020

www.tunnellers.net
Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 12, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – BY THE AENEAS


The following members of the A.I.F. are returning to Australia by the steamer Aeneas.


	Spr. Geo. Malcolm Abercrombie						Article abridged





The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 12, 1919:


ARRIVING TOMORROW – SOLDIERS BY THE AENEAS


The soldiers by the Aeneas will arrive from Melbourne by three special trains tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked Aeneas from the staff officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  The Queenslanders will leave for Brisbane by special train at 10.12a.m.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 87 to 192 will be required at the Chalmers-street entrance to the railway station at 9.15 a.m. and will do three or more trips.  Car-owners are asked to watch the evening papers in case of any alteration to the above arrangements.





Illawarra Mercury (Wollongong) Friday January 15, 1926:


AROUND THE DISTRICT


Geo. Abercrombie, of Scarborough, was injured by a fall of coal in the South Clifton Colliery during the week, one of his thighs was severely lacerated.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday April 30, 1947:


LAW COURT NOTICES


CITY MUTUAL BLDG., 60-66 Hunter Street


Judge Lamond.—No. 2 Court.—10.Mention: In the matters of conciliations between George Abercrombie and South Clifton Colliery Co. Ltd:							Article abridged 








