Will Dyson was the first Australian artist to visit the front during the first World War, travelling to France in December 1916, remaining there until May 1917, making records of the Australian involvement in the war.  He was appointed an Official War Artist, attached to the AIF , in May 1917, working in France and London throughout the war.  His commission was terminated in March 1920.

Listed below are some of his artwork we’ve identified as related to the Tunnellers or the places they worked.  View them on the Australian War Memorial website.

ART02250.003 Company awaiting relief, the Caterpillar, near Ville-sur-Ancre Dyson, Will 1918

Depicts a number of soldiers in uniform, wearing helmets, resting on the road side, awaiting relief.  The 'caterpillar' in the title refers to the name of a sunken road south of Ville.  Dyson inspected Ville-sur-Ancre with his friend Wilkins, which the A.I.F. captured on 19 May 1917.  The drawing for this lithograph was accompanied by the following comments by Dyson; 'In the Caterpillar, near Ville-sur-Ancre the day after passing through the village, while this drawing was being made Capt Wilkins had crept out of the Caterpillar and through crops at the top, drawing down, through the moving of the crops, a sustained burst of machine gun fire which lasted long enough for me to do this drawing'.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02210 Dead beat, the tunnel, Hill 60 Dyson, Will Western Front: Western Front (Belgium), Ypres Area Ypres 1917 

Depicts an exhausted Australian soldier wearing full kit and greatcoat, sleeping in a tunnel during the Third Battle of Ypres.  Indistinct figures of two other soldiers seen in the background.  Dyson, appointed the first Australian official war artist in 1917, had no illusions about war.  He declared: 'I never drew a single line except to show war as the filthy business that it was'.  In this drawing his empathy with the weary soldier is keenly communicated.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02399 The veteran who did not tell the truth about his age Dyson, Will 1916

Depicts an elderly soldier, in uniform, in a tent sitting on box beside his camp bed. Will Dyson drew this a image of a veteran at Etaples in December 1916.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02300.008 With the tunnellers near Nieuport Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts a group of Australian soldiers (tunnellers).  One is seated and reading a letter, while another three are seated and playing cards.  One tunnellers stands, wearing a tin helmet, his head resting wearily on his left hand.  Dyson, along with Charles Bean, visited the location near Ypres, where the First Australian Tunnelling Company had operated for seven months prior to Messines.  At Hill 60 there had been extensive German mining activity for the Australian tunnellers to counter.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02299.001 Battery Commander's dug-out, Hill 60 Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts two soldiers in uniform, seated in the interior of a dug-out.  The one sitting on the right is probably Major R F Manton, DSO, Commanding of 15 Bty, AFA.  A lit candle, tins of food and small shelves can be seen in the interior of the dug out. Hill 60 was visited by Dyson, with Charles Bean, and the location was near Ypres, where the First Australian Tunnelling Company had operated for seven months prior to Messines.  At Hill 60 there had been extensive German mining activity for the Australian tunnellers to counter.  The Australian activity was involved at Third Ypres.  When in France, the photographer Frank Hurley noted of Hill 60; '[It] is the most awful and appalling sight I have ever seen.  The exaggerated machinations of hell are here typified.  Everwhere the ground is littered with bits of guns, bayonets, shells and men.  Way down in one of these mine craters was an awful sight...Oh, the frightfulness of it all...'

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02280.005 Home comforts in the tunnels, Hill 60 Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts members of the 1st Australian Imperial Force, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company showing two men sitting in dug out in a tunnel, furnished with camp beds and boxes for tables and seats. The dugout is lit by candlelight, clothes and equipment are hanging on walls and from ceiling.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02282.004 Searching for German booby traps near Ligny-Thilloy Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts two Australian soldiers, in uniform, wearing tin helmets, walking through a stretch of German trenches on the Somme, warily inspecting their surroundings for booby traps.  One soldier holds a torch and is inspecting a hole in the trench, while the other nervously keeps guard.
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ART02209.013 The dynamo, Hill 60 Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts two Australian miners of the First Australian Tunnelling Company who at Hill 60, near Ypres in Belgium, were involved in tunneling through sandy dunes with tunnelling machinery; here a dynamo for electricity generation is used to light the tunnel.  This aspect of the 1915-17 underground warfare during the First World War was characterised by months of persistent, silent and difficult labour working in labyrinths of tunnels.  Hill 60 was in an area of extensive German mining activity, something the Australian tunnellers had to counter.  The Australian miners who worked in the First, Second and Third Tunnelling Companies were, on average, older than most infantrymen and 'marked by a capacity for very fast work and a willingness to take great risks' (Bean, C.E.W., The Australian Imperial Force in France 1917, vol. IV, p.961)
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ART02287.001 With the 2nd Australian tunnellers near Nieuport Dyson, Will 1918

Depicts members of the 1st Australian Imperial Force, 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company with two men in the tunnel.  One is kneeling and working on the rock face, the other is standing.  The tunnel is lit by a candle and is shored up with wood.

Copyright: AWM copyright

ART02273 Coming out at Hill 60 Dyson, Will 1917

Depicts members of the 1st Australian Imperial Force, 4th Division, in full kit walking along duckboard tracks over trenches, in a war damaged landscape.  This image was reproduced in 'Australia at War' (London, 1918) with the following caption; 'Little groups of men burdened with the appliances of their trades file slowly across the hummocks of Flanders mud.  They come of endless holes and go into endless holes like lonely ants bent on some ant-like service...I feel that here all soldiers of all ranks tend to have the baffling profundity of the peasant...man shorn of all his vast cultures, which are not mysterious, and left simple man, which is'.
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ART02280.001 Home comforts in the Tunnels, Hill 60 Dyson, Will 1918

Depicts members of the 1st Australian Imperial Force, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company showing two men sitting in dug out in a tunnel, furnished with camp beds and boxes for tables and seats.  The dugout is lit by candlelight, clothes and equipment are hanging on walls and from ceiling.
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ART02219 Entrance to Mouquet Farm dugouts Dyson, Will c 1917

Depicts the entrance, with wooden poles, covered in snow to the Mouquet Farm dugouts in France.
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