STAFF SERGEANT FREDERICK EWEN WHITWELL

831 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Born at Eastney, Portsmouth Island, Hampshire, England 4th quarter 1975, the son of Martin Parkinson Whitwell and Louisa Jane Golding.  The 1881 Census records the family living at 45 Eastney Lane, Portsmouth:

Martin, Head, aged 31, musician; Louisa, age 25, wife; Frederick, age 5, scholar and Louisa age 4.

In 1891 the family are living at ‘The Old White House’, 202 Eastney Road, Portsmouth:

Martin, Head of house aged 38 – publican; Louisa, age 36, wife; Frederick E., age 15, scholar and 

Louisa M. age 14; George E. age 12 and Lillian age 11.
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A New South Wales (NSW) Goal Entrance Book describes him as: ‘No. 7487 Frederick Whitwell alias Frederick West’.  His trade is recorded as Naval Seaman and it is recorded that he arrived in Australia in 1896 on board Cuzco.  He can read and write and has an “F” tattooed on the outside of his left forearm.  He was 5ft 6½ins tall and weighed 142 lbs.  He had been convicted on 12 August 1898 of ‘Break, enter, steal’ and sentenced to 2 years hard labour, entering goal on 13 August 1898.  

This image is attached to his Goal Entry card.

The Australian War Memorial records that Frederick served in the Boxer Rebellion with the New South Wales Contingent as Able Seaman Frederick Ewen Whitwell.  He embarked on 8 August 1900 on board SS Salamis and returned to Australia on 25 April 1901 on board SS Chingtu.


In 1911 at Hurstville, NSW, Frederick married Neta M Horsington. 

A daughter Mercia M was born in 1912 at Kogarah, NSW.

Frederick was employed as the Overhead Lines Foreman, Electric Light Department, Sydney Municipal Council.

At the Town Hall Recruiting Depot, Sydney, Frederick completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’ on 17 January 1916.  He gave his address as “Bulimba”, Godfrey Street, Banksia, NSW and his occupation as Foreman Electrical Mechanic.

A medical examination on the same day recorded that Frederick was 40 years and 3 months of age.  He stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 146 lbs.  He had a medium complexion, blue eyes and grey hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.  A tattoo of a Japanese girl was on his left shoulder.  

Frederick stated he had served 3 years with the Naval Brigade and 12 months with the Transvaal Light Infantry in South Africa.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Mrs. Nita Whitwell of “Dianet”, Roach Street, Banksia, NSW and allotted four-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children. 

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 8 February 1916 at Casula, NSW and was appointed to ‘C’ Company, Depot Battalion at Casula.

On 13 February he was transferred to No.2 Company of the Australian Mining Corps.

Frederick embarked at Sydney for the Western Front on 20 February 1916 on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Following the farewell parade in the Domain, Sydney, the Australian Mining Corps embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on 20 February 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses.  

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Ulysses arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 22 February and the Miners were camped at Broadmeadows while additional stores and equipment were loaded onto Ulysses.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  

Departing Melbourne on 1 March, Ulysses sailed to Fremantle, Western Australia where a further 53 members of the Corps were embarked.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  After a delay of about a month for repairs, The Mining Corps sailed for the European Theatre on 1 April 1916.  

The ship arrived at Suez, Egypt on 22 April, departing for Port Said the next day; then on to Alexandria.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The Mining Corps was transhipped to B1 Ansonia for the final legs to Marseilles, France via Valetta, Malta.  Arriving at Marseilles on 5 May, most of the men entrained for Hazebrouck where they arrived to set up their first camp on 8 May 1916. 

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Fredericks’ No.2 Company became the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC).  2ATC relieved the 172nd Tunnelling Company, R.E. in May 1916 in the Neuville St Vaast/Vimy area.  They supported the Australian 5th Division at Fromelles in July 1916.

He was transferred to the AEMMBC on 29 September and was taken on strength on 30 September 1916.

The Technical Staff Diagram for the AEMMBC shows Staff Sergeant Whitwell as the Company Sergeant Major under Lt. Close responsible for the 2nd Army (South) sector.

On 24 October 1916 he was promoted to Corporal and the next day to Sergeant.  On 13 November he was promoted to Staff Sergeant.


He reported sick on 17 December and was treated at the 12th Casualty Clearing Station, rejoining his unit on1 January 1917.

He reported sick on 21 June 1917 with PUO (pyrexia of unknown origin) and was treated at the 15th Casualty Clearing Station, rejoining his unit on 17 July 1917.

On 5 August 1917, Major R.V. Morse, O.C. AEMMBC, recommended Frederick for the Distinguished Conduct Medal.  The recommendation to the 5th Army  read:

On 21 August 1917 he was treated at the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station for a head wound (cut above right eye).  He was admitted to the 12th General Hospital, Rouen on 26 August, his injury was deemed ‘Serious but in all probability will not interfere with his future efficiency as a soldier.  NCO on duty and not to blame’.

He embarked for England from Rouen on 26 August and was admitted to the 4th Southern General Hospital, Plymouth, on 29 August.  On 9 September his Next-of-Kin was advised of his injury.

On 17 September he was granted furlough until 1 October 1917, to report to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth.  

He was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade, Sandhill Camp, Longbridge-Deverill and proceeded overseas to France on 24 October and rejoined his unit in France on 30 October.

He was due Blue Chevrons about this time.  Each blue Service chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A Red chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Frederick enjoyed some leave from 21 February until 7 March 1918.  He reported sick on 18 April 1918 admitted to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital on 20 April.  He was discharged to No.5 Rest Camp on 22 April and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles on 28 April.  Frederick rejoined his unit in the field on 3 May.

Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was also a member of the Company and kept a Diary of his service in which the following mention appears:

July 3 1918
They had formed a sergeants' mess before we arrived. Sergeants Whitewell and Walker also 17 men came down.
Frederick again enjoyed some leave from 8 to 23 January 1919.

On 1 March 1919 he was promoted to Temporary Company Sergeant Major, reverting to Staff Sergeant rank on 24 April 1919.  Frederick was granted special leave from France from 26 April until 26 May 1919.  His leave was extended until 29 May and he was to report to No.3 Group, Codford for return to Australia

The award of the Meritorious Service Medal was promulgated in the London Gazette of 3 June 1919.

Left England on 6 July 1919 on board HMAT A42 Boorara for return to Australia, disembarking on 26 August.

At a medical examination on 28 August 1919 at the Domain Anzac Buffet he signed the statement ‘I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by war service and feel fit and well.’, and was recommended for discharge.

Frederick Ewen Whitwell was discharged from the A.I.F. on 20 October 1919, entitled to wear the Meritorious Service Medal, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

His Next-of-Kin was advised of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal on 31 October 1919.

Archie N. Whitwell, son of Frederick E. and Neta M. Whitwell died at Rockdale in 1923.


In 1925 Frederick is an Electrician living at 248 Canning Street, Fitzroy, Queensland.  

In 1930 Neta Mary Whitwell is living at 34 Suffolk Street, Glenmore, NSW.  In 1933 Neta May Whitwell is living at 484 Glenmore Road, Darlinghurst, NSW.

Neta Whitwell died at Randwick, NSW in 1933, the daughter of Alfred C. and Sarah M. Horsington. 

Frederick married Louisa Matilda White on 27 April 1933 in Queensland.

The Electoral Roll for 1936 records Frederick as an Electrician at White’s, Brittain Street, Oxley, Queensland.  Louisa Matilda Whitwell is recorded at “Ypres” Brittain Street, Oxley, home duties.

Frederick Ewen Whitwell died 13 June 1940 at Queensland, father Martin Parkinson, mother Louisa Jane Goldring


Frederick Ewen Whitwell lies in an unmarked grave at Part B of the South Brisbane General Cemetery
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PLANTS INSTALLED AND OPERATED IN THE SECTOR YPRES TO AMENTIERES


BY THE AUST. ELEC. MECH. MINING & BORING COMPANY DURINT THE


RECENT ATTACK	


                        				June 17, 1917


Railway Dug-outs  	These dugouts were wired, plant installed, and handed over to 351 Coy R.E. on 14/3/17.


(sgd)  R.V. Morse   Major


								O.C. Aust E.M.M. & B. Coy 





Two handwritten spreadsheets follow.  In the column ‘Men for Recognition’ these names were written





LOCALITY			MEN FOR RECOGNITION


Ramparts	 		No. 176 Spr Maxfield, H.


Railway Dugouts		No. 831 S/Sgt Whitwell, R.E.


Hill 60				No. 370 Sgt Millar, W.H.


Bluff				No. 1431 Sgt Thurlow, H.G.


Spoilbank			No. 2348 Sgt Denton, A.E.


				No. 4154 L/C Scorgie, C.C.


Bois Carre			No. 375   Spr Cairns, W.J.


H. 5 Peckham			No. 382  L/C Grieves, R.











June, 1918


TO. 1/c War Records Section


       A.I.F. - London.


Herewith this Units Diary for the month of June, 1918


New electric light installation was installed in the Hythe Tunnels Hill 70, also power supplied for Gas Filter Tests from Power Fans.  


Power was withdrawn from Wieltje Tunnel systems as being no longer required, this Station was installed on 5th July, 1917, for mining purposes Viz. for Pumping, Ventilating, Haulage and Lighting.


The size of the plant was increased at different times to meet requirements.


The electrically driven compressor was successfully used after an enemy blow, and the consequent gassing of the mine, for drawing the gas from the Mine.  To do this No. 831 S.Sgt Whitwell of this Unit, operated the compressor, whilst wearing the Proto Mine rescue apparatus.


(Sgd)  R.V. Morse   Major


								O.C. A.E.M.M & B. Coy














The West Australian – WA – Friday 14 June 1940:


MAN KILLED BY TRAIN.


BRISBANE, June 13.- Frederick Ewen Whitwell (61), electrician, of Brittain street, Oxley, was killed instantly when he was knocked down by a train at the Oxley station tonight.  Mr. Whitwell, who was deaf, attempted to cross the line instead of using the overhead bridge and failed to see a moving train.





Cairns Post – Queensland - Friday 14 June 1940:





ELECTRICIAN KILLED.


STRUCK BY TRAIN.


BRISBANE TRAGEDY.


BRISBANE, June 13.


Frederick Ewen Whitwell (61), married, electrician, of Oxley, was killed instantly when he was knocked down by a train at Oxley station to-night.


Whitwell, who was nearly deaf, attempted to cross the lines instead of using the overhead bridge after leaving a train at Oxley, and was struck by the engine of a coal train.





The Courier Mail – Qld – Friday 14 June 1940:


Man Killed By Train


Frederick Ewen Whitwell, 61, married, an electrician, of Brittain Street, Oxley, was killed instantly when he was knocked down by a train at Oxley station last night.  He received head injuries.


Whitwell, who was nearly deaf, attempted to cross the lines instead of using the overbridge after leaving a train at Oxley, and was struck by the engine of a coal train travelling to Woolloongabba.  The train crew saw him on the line and blew the whistle, which he did not appear to hear.  Before the train could be stopped the engine struck him.








The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Wednesday 22 June 1910:


BANKRUPTCY COURT.


(Before the Mr. Justice Street.)


VOLUNTARY SEQUESTRATION


Frederick Ewen Whitwell, electrician, of Bonanza-parade, Sans Souci.  Mr. W. H. Palmer, official assignee.





The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Friday 5 August 1910:


IN BANKRUPTCY.


(Before the Registrar.)


SINGLE MEETINGS AND PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS.


Frederick Ewen Whitwell.  Meeting closed and examination concluded.











The  Courier-Mail – Queensland – Friday 14 June 1940:


FUNERAL NOTICES


WHITWELL, Frederick E.  The Relatives and Friends of Frederick Ewen Whitwell, of Britain Street, Oxley, are notified that he was accidentally killed on Thursday, June 13th, 1940, at 5.15 p.m.  His Funeral will leave the Funeral Chapel, Stanley Street, South Brisbane, To-morrow (Saturday) Forenoon, at 10 3'clock, to South Brisbane Cemetery. K. M. SMITH. B2695.











The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Saturday 9 December 1911:





MARRIAGES


WHITWELL-HORSINGTON. - September 30 at St Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, Kogarah by Rev. Father J. O'Driscoll.  Frederick Ewen Whitwell, eldest son of M.P. Whitwell, Peterborough, England, to Neta Mary Horsington, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Horsington, Roxana, Sans Souci.    











Evening News – Sydney, NSW – Monday 24 October 1910:


LEGAL NOTICES.


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NSW SOUTH. WALES. — IN BANKRUPTCY.


NOTICE TO CREDITORS.


ACCOUNTS with plans of distribution in the under mentioned Estates, showing dividends as specified, are now filed in the Office of the Registrar in Bankruptcy, Citizens' Chambers, Moore-street, Sydney, for the inspection of persons interested; and notice is hereby given that such accounts and plans will be submitted to the Court for confirmation on THURSDAY, 3rd November, 1910, If not previously objected to:—





No. 18.518.— FREDERICK EWEN WHITWELL, of Bonanza Parade, Sans Souci, and carried on business at Botany-street, Sans Souci, Electrician.


Article Abridged











Outside and to the south of Ypres, the company’s Staff Sergeant 831 Fred Whitwell and Sergeant 370 William Millar were responsible for providing power to the Railway Dugouts and the Hill 60 tunnels from as early as September 1916 to the blowing of the Mines at Hill 60.  During the German raid of April 9, and extensive network of wiring and some fifty lights were damaged in the shallow galleries.  The lights were quickly restored and rescue efforts in the affected galleries proceeded almost without interruption.  Both Fred Whitwell and William Millar were later awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.





Crumps and Camouflets – Australian Tunnelling Companies on the Western Front: Damien Finlayson - p. 198





The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Tuesday 24 August 1909:





QUARTER SESSIONS.


(Before Judge Murray.)


Mr. H. Harris acted as Crown Prosecutor.


ACQUITTED.


Frederick Ewen Whitwell, charged with having maliciously injured four pictures and some chinaware, at Bondi, was found not guilty.  On a further charge of demanding money with menaces, in respect of which a Jury failed to agree last June, the accused was released on his own recognisances in £40 to appear if called upon.  It was stated that each of the charges arose out of an endeavour by Whitwell to regain possession of moneys remitted to Sydney by him while serving with the New South Wales Contingent in China.








The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Wednesday 12 May 1909:


A VARIETY OF ÇHARGES.


STRANGE CONDUCT AT BONDI.


Frederick Ewen Whitwell, 33, an electrician, was before the Paddington Police Court, charged with maliciously injuring pictures, and a quantity of chinaware, valued at £20, the property of James Henry Coyle, at Bondi, on April 28.


Mr. Moss was for the prosecution.


A 13 years old daughter of the prosecutor said that she was in House by herself when the accused called.  He asked if a Mrs. West was in, and when informed that she was not, entered the house, and went upstairs.  Witness became frightened and locked herself in the bathroom.  She heard a smash in the front bedroom, followed by another in the room next the bathroom.  Accused then tried to get the bathroom door open.  He went downstairs and returned with an old fashioned double-barrelled pistol, with which he tried to prise open the door.  Witness opened the door, but while the accused was in one of the rooms ran to the telephone bureau rang her father up.   When she returned she saw Whitwell getting into a Circular Quay bound tram.  The smashed property included two pictures in the sitting-room, and a quantity of chinaware and two pictures upstairs.  Evidence was also given by George Taylor, who resided next door to the prosecutor.  This witness stated that the accused told him he had smashed only his own property.  The prosecutor, living at Moore-street, Bondi, said that he had never seen Whitwell before.  The injured property included some very valuable chinaware, and he could not replace the lot under £20.


To the accused witness said that he did not know that two of the pictures were photographs of the accused and his father.


Whitwell reserved his defence, and was committed for trial.


At the same court Whitwell was charged with having demanded money from Teresa West, with menaces, on May 1.  Prosecutrix said that the accused, who was well known to her, had demanded money on several occasions. The letter (produced) was in his handwriting so far as she could tell.  She wrote an answer, making


in appointment with the accused .  He was then arrested.  She denied that she had money belonging to the accused in the nature of a remittance from South Africa.


Whitwell reserved his defence and was committed for trial.


The same accused was also committed for trial on a charge of having stolen £1, the property of James Henry Coyle.  It was alleged that the money was taken from the house on the occasion that the property was damaged.





The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Tuesday 26 February 1933:


DEATHS


WHITWELL - February 25, Neta May Whitwell, of 484 Glenmore-road, Edgecliff.  Privately interred.








The Sydney Morning Herald – NSW – Wednesday 31 January 1923:


RETURN THANKS


Mrs. WHITWELL and Mrs. HORSINGTON return THANKS for letters, telegrams, and floral tributes in their sad bereavement.








New South Wales Police Gazette - 22 November 1922:


Deserting, Wives and Families, Service, etc.


Rockdale. – Two commitment warrants, - First, for £13 2s. 6d., in default imprisonment until the order is complied with; second, for 11s. 6d. costs, in default twenty-four hours’ had labour, have been issued by the Kogarah Bench for the arrest of Frederick Ewen Whitwell, for disobeying a magisterial order for the support of his wife and children.  He is about 50 years of age, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, stoutish build, fair complexion, very grey hair, blue eyes, protruding bottom lip, the bust of a Japanese woman tattooed on the left upper arm, and “F” on the left wrist, scar over the right eye; dressed in a navy-blue or a brown suit, light grey felt hat, and tan boots.





831 S/Sgt. Whitwell, Frederick Ewen:


For great gallantry and devotion to duty at Railway Wood during the last 12 months.


T times when mining was most active great difficulty was experienced in keeping power to the miners, and when the tunnel was crumped he led a party and under shell fire laid mains for the pump and fan over the top and kept them repaired.


When the mine system was gassed he put on a proto set and operated the electric compressor which cleared the gas from the tunnel.


He has shown great faithfulness to duty in remaining continually on duty, not being relieved from the trenches for very considerable periods.





New South Wales Police Gazette – 19 May 1909:





APPREHENSIONS


Frederick Ewen Whitwell (33), charged on warrant with maliciously inuring personal property to the extent of about £20, the property of James Henry Coyle, has been arrested by Senior-constable Roche and Constable McPherson, Sydney Police.  Further charged with stealing the sum of £1, the property of the said James Henry Coyle; also with sending a letter demanding money, with menaces, from Teresa West.  Committed for trial on all charges at Quarter Sessions.  Bail allowed.  Identical with discharged prisoner Frederick E. Whitwell alias west (vide Police Gazette, 1900, page 61).








New South Wales Police Gazette – 15 September 1909:


	


Vide Police Gazette, 1909, pages 159 and 181.


The Attorney-General has declined to proceed further against Frederick Ewen Whitwell, under committal, charged with demanding money with menaces, in which case the jury disagreed at the Sydney Quarter Sessions, on the 10th June last.








