SAPPER JOHN PELIN

3475A – Tunnelling Details
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John Pelin was born in Dublin, Ireland about 1868, the son of John and Hannah McMahon.  He was a Jeweller by trade and came to Australia.   On July 30, 1898 he married Phoebe Elizabeth Braddy in Queensland and lived at Mount Morgan.  In 1903 they were living at Byrnes Road, Mount Morgan, Qld and his occupation was a Labourer.  Around Christmas 1912 he deserted his wife and three children and did not pay any maintenance to support his family.  

Following a recruitment drive in the district in the last quarter of 1915 for Miners to join the Mining Corps, John decided to enlist.

At the Rockhampton Recruiting Depot on December 14, 1915 he passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms were completed which reveal he was 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall and weighed 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Fresh was his complexion with greyish eyes and had brown hair.  Roman Catholic was given as his Religion.  Omitting a few birthdays he stated that he was 45 years of age.  

His wife Mrs Phoebe Elizabeth Pelin of Gordon Street, Mount Morgan was nominated as next of kin and three-fifths of his pay was allotted to support his wife and children.  He was then sworn in and ready to leave.

Mrs Pelin would later write ‘I did not receive any maintenance until he was accepted by the Military for Active Service.’

The Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on December 15, 1915 and The Capricornian on December 18, 1915 acknowledged the volunteers departure:

On December 16, 1915 he commenced basic training at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW but did not embark with the Mining Corps on February 20, 1916.  His original number with the Corps should have been 2611 and he remained at Casula until June 29, 1916.   He was transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements camp at Seymour, Victoria and was assigned the regimental number 3475 in the rank of Sapper with the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No 3 Details Camp for further training for the front.

On October 15, 1916 the Reinforcements proceeded to France and four days later marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples. 

A memo from London on January 10, 1917 re-allotted his number to be 3475A.

Mature aged men struggled physically with the harsh winter and as a result he was transferred from the A.G.B.D. to permanent Base Duty in England and marched in to the No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on February 13, 1917 with the transfer completed four days later.

He went into hospital for assessment on his condition on February 18 classified as CII and his case was assessed by the Medical Officer on February 24, 1917 with his Report as follows:


Origin of Disability:

Prior to enlistment


Place of Origin:

Australia


Essential facts:

Evacuated from France with Rheumatism both feet. 






Never in hospital.  Aged 49.


Causation of disability:
Overage


Present Condition:

Both feet now swollen and painful.  Gouty appearance of Great Toe.

The Medical Board deliberated on the Report on March 3, 1917 and he was found to be permanently unfit for general or home service on account of age and Rheumatism.  Approval was granted on March 21, 1917.

He left No 2 Depot at Weymouth and marched out to await his return to Australia.

The transport A32 Themistocles departed Devonport, England on May 4, 1917 with Sapper Pelin on board where his berth was a hammock.  His medical notes for the voyage were ‘Condition same’. 

His wife was advised on his impending return to Australia on May 28, 1917.  She received the letter on June 4, and replied the same day inquiring as to the reason he was returning.  She asked was he wounded or discharged from the Australian Imperial Force.  Her note went on to say that she had lost her eldest son on February 1st being killed in action and therefore was anxious about the father.

Base Records replied to her correspondence on June 13, 1917 stating the cable message did not mention the reason for Sapper Pelin’s return.  They added no reports were received about any previous illness.  

The ship Themistocles arrived in Sydney, NSW (2nd Military District) on July 4, 1917 with the Sapper returning to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.).  He entered the 6th Aust. General Hospital two days later and remained under treatment until August 4, 1917 when discharged from hospital.  The District Headquarters P.M.O. 1st M.D. confirmed the English Board Findings on August 1, 1917 of Overage and Rheumatism.   He went from the infirmary to the S.O.I. & R.S. Section to await his discharge.

This was granted on August 16, 1917 and military discharge took place in Brisbane (1st M.D.) that day.

He applied for the Disability Pension giving his address as Post Office, Mount Morgan, Qld but was rejected on the ground that the claimant was considered not incapacitated for work at present.   

The British War Medal (20362) and the Victory Medal (19838) were awarded to Sapper 3475A John Pelin, Tunnelling Details for his service abroad.

Mrs Phoebe Pelin later reported that once her husband was discharged from service she never received support or heard from him since that date, but thought he had started drinking again.

John Pelin died on November 26, 1923 aged about 55 years at the hospital in Many Peaks, Qld.

A reply letter dated February 29, 1924 from Base Records to Mr Bernard Graves of 18 Botanic Avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin, Ireland looking for John Pelin, acknowledged his correspondence of January 21st and advised they had forwarded the matter to Headquarters, 1st District Base, Victoria Barracks, Brisbane Qld and they would reply to him direct.

Under the same date they sent a letter to the 1st District Base regarding his inquiry as to the whereabouts of former Sapper Pelin.  

On March 18, 1930 Thomas Fleming care of Cyril J. Carter, Peake, S.A. wrote to the Office in Charge of Victoria Barracks, Melbourne enclosing a letter for Mrs Pelin.  He had been making inquiries regarding the whereabouts of John Pelin who was from Dublin, Ireland and came to Australia and enlisted in the Australian Forces and returned home to be demobbed.  Fleming had made earlier enquiries learning from the Repatriation Department that John Pelin had died on November 23, 1923 at Many Peaks hospital, Qld.  He then wrote to Victoria Barracks, Qld Branch on March 2, 1930 asking if Pelin’s Attestation Papers showed his birthplace of Dublin, Ireland.  Unfortunately these were held in Melbourne, Vic and he was re-directed to apply there.

His reason for making inquiries about John Pelin was that he was an intimate friend of Thomas Fleming’s brother, Edward Fleming also from Dublin, Ireland, whom he had not heard from for years.  He was sure that Mrs Pelin would have met his brother when he frequently visited their house.

If place of birth details corresponded he requested the Officer to forward his letter to John Pelin’s widow as he was almost sure of tracing his brother Edward.

If his birthplace was not Dublin, Ireland he would be pleased to know where it was.  This was his only hope of getting information about his brother.

A reply from Base Records dated March 25, 1930 to Thomas Fleming identified that the subject John Pelin was identical with his inquiry and had forwarded his letter on to his widow.

The following day a covering memo from Base Records forwarded the letter to the last known address of Mrs Pelin at Gordon Street, Mount Morgan but it was returned unclaimed.  The Officer replied to Thomas Fleming on April 30, 1930 outlining the results and returning his letter.
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Their son Sidney James Pelin also enlisted for service abroad.

PRIVATE SIDNEY JAMES PELIN

6072 – 15th Battalion

The eldest son of John & Phoebe Elizabeth Pelin was born Sidney James Pelin at Mount Morgan, Qld in 1898.

The eighteen year old Station Hand enlisted in Rockhampton, Qld on February 21, 1916.  He was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 58.6kgs (128lbs) with a medium complexion, brown eyes and black hair.  Presbyterian was his religion and his mother Mrs Phoebe Pelin, of Hall Street, Mount Morgan was named as next-of-kin.

After training Private 6072 Sidney J. Pelin of Reinforcements to 15th Battalion departed Brisbane, Qld on August 8, 1916 but unknown to him, this was the same month his father departed Melbourne, Vic.  Private Pelin arrived at Plymouth, England on October 18, 1916, three days after his Dad had proceeded to France.

On December 28, 1916 he left England on the ship Princess Clementine for France and taken on strength with the 15th Battalion two days later.  

Unfortunately about four weeks later Private S.J. Pelin was killed in action on February 1, 1917.  His burial was presided over by Rev C. Ratter in Switch Trench Cemetery, Flers 2¾ miles N.W. of Combles.

After the war Private Pelin’s remains were re-interred in Guards’ Cemetery – Les Bouefs 1¾ miles N.W of Combles, France.  His location is at Sp. Memorial 5 in this cemetery.

The British War Medal (44594) and the Victory Medal (44091) together with the Memorial Scroll, King’s Message (309420) and Memorial Plaque (309420) plus pamphlet Where the Australians Rest were sent to his mother Mrs P.E. Pelin in 1922/3.

LEST WE FORGET
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CENTRAL QUEENSLAND VOLUNTEERS


THIRTY-FIVE MORE LEAVE


Thirty-five more recruits accepted for service in the Australian expeditionary forces left Rockhampton on Saturday, Monday and Tuesday. 


The number included nineteen from Mackay.  The following are the names of those recruits:


T.P. Rabul, Taroom; G.N. Fogarty, Banana; F.A. Harman, Many Peaks; J. Catchpoole, Many Peaks; S. Kemp, Rockhampton, T. Pelin, Mount Morgan (miners’ corps).          Abridged down to Miners’ Corps only).
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