SAPPER WILLIAM WALTER MEEHAN

186 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 4th Division Signal Company
Born January 1, 1884 in Armidale, NSW William Walter Meehan was the son of Richard and Ellen Meehan.  In 1913 the Electoral Roll shows he was a farmer at Inkerman, near Ayr, North Queensland.

At the Recruiting Depot in Townsville Queensland on September 27, 1915 the thirty-one year old Labourer applied to enlist passing the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed which give personal information as 162cms (5ft 3¾ins) in height with weight of 64.5kgs (142lbs) and a chest measurement of 89-97cms (35-38ins).  Complexion was fresh with blue eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  He named his father Mr Richard Meehan of Ward’s Mistake, via Armidale, N.S.W.  He was sworn in the same day.

The Mining Corps was in its establishment phase and when basic training was completed he was appointed to their Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  Was assigned the regimental number 186 in the No. 1 Company with the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Sapper Meehan was one of 1,248 members of the Corps who boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

Soon after arrival, the Australian Mining Corps ceased to exist as a whole and was redesignated into three Tunnelling Companies which were dispersed where the British Armies required them immediately.

His service was routine suffering no injuries or illness until March, 1917.

The company was working on the Defensive Mining System (Front Line Saps) and the “D” Gallery section where countermining in the Berlin Sap sector was assisting the artillery in their advances in the Hill 60 and Larchwood areas.   Counter attacks were also experienced from the enemy.  On March 17, 1917 Sapper Meehan suffered mine gas poisoning from one of these firings but was able to remain on duty.  The following is the Unit Diary entry for that day:  
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He went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station on March 27 suffering from Mumps then transferred to 7th General Hospital at St Omer and discharged to return to his unit on April 15, 1917.

On April 25, 1917 he wounded in action for the 2nd occasion and was admitted to the 71st Field Ambulance then transferred to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station suffering from Mine Gas Poisoning and shock.  The Unit Diary reveals the following from the incident:  
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Two explanations occur for this incident one being the result of heavy enemy shelling the other an accidental explosion occurred when a mine charge was being set up by officers in “D” Gallery.  Whatever the cause it destroyed the Rescue Room where their equipment was stored, Company’s Advanced Headquarters Dugout, Mica Office and Mess Room as well the Batman’s Quarters which was the closest to the detonation point, overpowering those with high levels of carbon monoxide gasses and nitrous fumes.  Rescuers were on the scene trying to resuscitate those found who were immediately sent to the nearest medical facility despite heavy enemy bombardment.  Twenty to thirty men left with severe symptoms and mild cases were treated by the Rescue “Proto-Men”.  It took several days to clear the sand and debris and recover the remains of those killed.  They were wrapped in blankets and the Officers were interred at Poperinghe Military Cemetery and the other ranks at Railway Dugouts Cemetery. 

Sapper Meehan was discharged from hospital and resumed duty on June 20, 1917.

On August 15, 1917 he was wounded for the 3rd occasion with a shell wound to his ankle.  The Unit Diary for the day reads:
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Taken to the 49th Field Ambulance he was transferred to the 53rd C.C.S. and two days later conveyed on A.T.6 to Camiers and admitted to the 20th General Hospital.  On August 20 he was invalided on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth to England and entered the Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot with a fractured right leg.  

He was discharged to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on October 22, 1917 and released on Furlough four days later.  Orders were to report to Weymouth on November 9 and after leaving Headquarters London arrived at the No. 2 Command Depot.  

On December 11, 1917 he went to No. 4 C.D. at Hurdcott staying until March 12, 1918 when he entered the Training Brigade at Deverill.  He was transferred to the Engineers’ Details camp at Clifton and taken on strength the next day.

He proceeded as Reinforcements to France from Folkstone on March 31, 1918 to the Aust Corps Depot arriving on April 8 and attached to the A.C. Depot on May 2, 1918.  By June 10 he was posted to the 4th Division Signal Company and taken on strength a day later.

Influenza struck on June 18 and was admitted to the 15th C.C.S. then transferred to the A.C. Rest Station and returned to his unit on June 27, 1918.  

He remained with the Signal Company until after Peace was declared and received his last payment in France on January 28, 1919.  He was granted leave to the U.K. from February 19 until March 5, 1919 and left France for early repatriation in England.

After demobilisation the H.T. Kildonian Castle departed Devonport on March 21, 1919 for the voyage home.  On April 11, 1919 his next-of-kin was advised by Base Records of his return.  On April 30 he entered the ship’s hospital for treatment of a rectal abscess.  The ship arrived in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on May 9, 1919.

Military Discharge on termination of his enlistment period took place in Sydney, NSW on June 23, 1919.

In 1919 William was again a farmer at Inkerman when he married Jessie Caroline Russell.  It was Meehan’s farm that was the site for launching the Inkerman Irrigation Scheme when it was opened officially in 1922.

For serving his country Sapper 186 William Walter Meehan, 1st Tunnelling Company / 4th Division Signal Company received the British War Medal (33250) and the Victory Medal (32825).

His name is commemorated on the Roll of Honour Board 1914-1918 for Home Hill, Qld.

A Statement of his Service was sent to the Repatriation Department in Brisbane, Qld on March 12, 1936.

In 1936 the Electoral Roll records William and Jessie at Dimboolah, Queensland, William as a ‘Selector’.  William and Jessie were still on the Dimboolah Roll in 1943.  

In WW2, William Walter served from 16 April 1942 to 22 September 1944 as Q141160 Private William Walter Meehan, 11 Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps.  At that time he stated he was living at Nanango, Queensland.  He named Jessie Meehan as his Next-of-Kin.  He was 56 years old when he enlisted in 1942.

William Robert Meehan also served in WW2.  Enlisting in the Army at Townsville, Queensland on 15 April 1942, he was a Private (Q130119) in 31 Battalion until 13 August 1942.  He recorded his date of birth as 15 July 1922 at Home Hill, Queensland and named William Meehan as his next-of-kin.  

On 15 August 1942 William Robert Meehan enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force at Brisbane and served with 9 Aircrew Holding Unit as 426891 Warrant Officer Meehan until his discharge on 21 February 1946.  He now named Hilda Meehan as his next-of-kin. 

On the 1949 Electoral Roll, William Walter Meehan and William Robert Meehan are both registered at Dimboolah, Wm Walter as a Selector and Wm Robert as a Tobacco Farmer.  Jessie Meehan does not appear on the Roll.  The 1954 Roll for Dimboolah records both Wm Walter and Wm Robert as Tobacco Farmers.  Jessie Meehan and Gloria Pearl Meehan are both enrolled.

William Walter Meehan passed away about January 28, 1979 in Cairns, Qld.  The Cairns Post on Tuesday January 30, 1979 printed this notice:


His grave is located in the Forest View Memorial Park Lawn Cemetery at White Rock, Cairns, Qld in the Tamarind Lawn Burial Section, Row 15, Plot no. 350.

In 1911 William’s sister, Catherine Jane, married Danish-born William Nelson Hastrop, who later also served as a Sapper (No. 5545) with the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company and was killed in action on 29 January 1918 [profile also on website].
Another two of Meehan brothers also served in WW1:

1648 Charles Edward Meehan - Anzac Provost Corps - RTA 17 August 1919.

2941 Michael John Meehan - 46th Infantry Battalion - RTA 26 October 1919.
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Poperinghe	  


March 1917	17th	All quiet over and under ground.





April 25, 1917


Poperinghe	Fairly heavy shelling: underground normal.  6 all ranks wounded, 11 killed.  Wounded: Lts Clayton, C.H., Lindsay, S.J.; Jones, W.S.; Jones. P.


		Killed:	Capt Avery.W.P.; Lts Tandy, A.E. & Evans, G.O.  





August, 1917


Dranoutre	Footages & work for week;  L’Enfer Wood tunnelled dugouts 62’0”.  Oosthoek Est.


     9th 	Hollebeke & Estaminet corner;  Zero House Roads under construction.  Vierstraat -Wytscaete; Kemmel – Wytscaete; St Eloi – Dome House, Roads, repairs & maintenance


to 15th 		1 man wounded on 15th.





FUNERAL NOTICE


MEEHAN, William Walter, Q186, Sapper 4th Div. Signals, 1st A.I.F.  Q 141160, Private V.D.C., Royal Engineers, 2nd A.I.F., late of 27 Dalton Street, Cairns.—The relatives and friends of Mrs Jessie Caroline Meehan of 27 Dalton Street, Mr and Mrs R. Meehan and family of Koppen Terrace, Cairns, Mr and Mrs W.R. Meehan and family Marett Street, Stratford, Mr and Mrs H. Petrie and family of Mackay and the family of the late Mr S.K. Meehan of Machans Beach are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their late beloved husband, father, father-in-law and grandfather, WILLIAM WALTER MEEHAN, which is appointed to move from St Monica’s Cathedral, Abbott Street, THIS TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 30/1/79, after a service commencing at 2 p.m. for internment in the Forest View Memorial Park Lawn Cemetery.


All R.S.L. members are respectfully invited to attend.


PARADINE AND FAMILY


Funeral Directors


Phone 51 3729








