SAPPER GEORGE McLARTY

5386 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in 1880 at Ballarat, Victoria, George McLarty was the son of Archibald and Mary (nee Matheson) McLarty.  

In 1903 and 1906 the Electoral Rolls record George as a Cooper living at Victoria Street, Bunbury, Western Australia (WA).
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George married Daisy Helen McIntosh at Perth, WA in 1905.  Born Daisy Helen McIntosh in 1880, she was the daughter of John Alexander McIntosh and Sarah Ann (nee Harrington). Some documents refer to her as Daisy Ellen McIntosh.

In 1910 and 1913 the Electoral Rolls record George, a Cooper, and Daisy Helen (Ellen), home duties, living at Spencer Street, Bunbury.

In Perth on 27 February 1916 George completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’.  He stated his occupation as Cooper and gave his Postal Address as 236 St Georges Terrace, Perth.  He recorded that he was married and his application was accepted.

A medical examination on the same day recorded that he was 33 years and 11 months of age.  He was 5ft 6ins tall and weighed 115 lbs.  He had a fair complexion, brown hair and brown eyes and was of the Presbyterian faith.  He was considered ‘fit for active service’.

He signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on the same day.  He recorded that he had been an apprentice for 5 years in Ballarat with F.C. Pring.  Previous military service was 6 years with the 3rd Infantry Battalion at Ballarat.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Mrs. Daisy Ellen McLarty of Claremont Asylum, Claremont, WA

and signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ the same day.

Training began on 14 March at the 53rd Battalion Depot.  The next day he was transferred to Engineer Reinforcements with the rank of Sapper.  On 24 June 1916 at Guildford, WA he was appointed to the Tunnelling Reinforcements by the Commanding Officer of the Helena Vale Camp.  He was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements, Seymour, Victoria on 11 July 1916.

George embarked at Melbourne on 30 September 1916 on board Suffolk.

HMAT A23 Suffolk departed Melbourne, Victoria on 30 September 1916 with 166 members of the September 1916 Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  She arrived
at Fremantle, Western Australia on 10 October and departed the same day.  Arriving at Capetown, South Africa on 30 October Suffolk departed there the next day and voyaged on to Dakar in West Africa arriving on 15 November.  After a delay of 5 days, she sailed for Plymouth, England on 20 November, and after a voyage lasting 64 days, the Tunnellers disembarked on 2 December.

George proceeded overseas to France on 1 January 1917 on board SS Arundel and marched in to the Australian Divisional Base Depot (ADBD) the next day.  He was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 13 January 1917.

The 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot.  Formed at La Motte, France on June 6, 1916 with Captain N. Macrae being seconded from the Mining Corps as Adjutant and Quartermaster, the Battalion had an initial strength of 21 Officers and 1003 Other Ranks, mainly Infantry.  The Battalion organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 

For a time, all infantry reinforcements were drawn from this unit.  Heavy losses at Pozieres in July through September 1916 caused all infantry to be directly absorbed into their fighting units.

The Battalion continued to be a transit unit for tunnelling reinforcements and in October 1916 there were 9 officers and 203 men in the Battalion which now served as a tunnelling company, working with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi, The Bluff and the Ravine (near Ypres).  On 5 November 1917 the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was abolished.

He was attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC) on 14 March 1917 and was taken on strength of 1ATC on 1 February 1918

He was due Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

George was wounded in action (gassed) on 29 September 1918.

On the 29th and 30th of September, 1918, elements of the 1st and 2nd Australian Tunnelling Companys, supporting the Infantry attack on the Hindenberg Line at Bellicourt and Bony, charged with the usual Engineer tasks of clearing enemy mines and booby traps from roads and dugouts following the attacking Infantry, clearing and maintaining the tactical roads, clearing wells and setting up water points.  When the attack stalled and became disorganized, the Sappers continued with their assigned tasks, assisted to re-organise the line, captured prisoners, carried messages for their own and other units, organized a party of American Infantry, helped feed an artillery battery with ammunition, assisted and carried wounded, all being achieved under heavy shell and machine gun fire and while their own sections suffered 50 and 75% casualties 

The following is an account taken from My Story of the Great War written by Captain O.H. Woodward, MC+2bars:
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The Unit War Diary records:
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During the action on the Hindenberg Line on 29/30 September 1918, the 5th Pioneers lost 3 officers and 61 other ranks; 105th Regt lost 2 officers and 46 other ranks; 1st Aust. Tunnelling Coy lost 1 Officer and 2 other ranks and the 2nd Aust. Tunnelling Coy lost 1 other rank.  The Australian Tunnelling Companies were awarded 10 Military Crosses, 2 Distinguished Conduct Medals and 12 Military Medals for their support of the Infantry attack that day. 
George was admitted to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station the same day and transferred to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen on 30 September. 

Invalided to England on 2 October, George was admitted to the Chester War Hospital on 4 October.

5386 Sapper George McLarty died of pneumonia on 3 November 1918.

He had been a member of 1ATC from March 1917 until his death in November 1918.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  
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He was involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.  He may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.

On 11 November 1918, George McLarty was buried in consecrated ground in the Chester General Cemetery, grave No. 3843. 

Reverend F.W. Anderson of the Presbyterian Church, Chester officiated.  The coffin was of Elm with brass mounts and Australian soldiers and the Hospital Chaplin were present.

The Burial Report records:

“
The deceased was accorded a full Military funeral, firing party, bugler, and pallbearers being in attendance.

The coffin was draped with the Union Jack, Rev. F.W. Anderson conducted the burial service and the “Last Post’ was sounded at the graveside.

The grave will be turfed and an oak cross erected by the A.I.F. London.

The Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F. London were represented at the funeral.”
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The Graves Registration Report for the Crewe Area records the following information concerning the Chester (Overleigh) Cemetery:

John James Gill and Cyril Hugh Birch, both of Bunbury, were the Executors and Administrators of George’s estate.
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Legatees were Donald McLarty (brother) Real Estate, and Mary Matheson McLarty (mother) Personal Estate, both of Peel Street, Ballarat. 

On 28 January 1919 a certificate of report of death of the late No.5386, Sapper G. McLarty, 1st Tunnelling Company was provided to Mr. Arthur North, House, Land, Commission and Insurance Agent, Bunbury who held the Will of George McLarty and was George’s allottee.

On 15 May 1919, Base Records wrote to Daisy McLarty at the Claremont Asylum advising her of the details of George’s death.

On 8 July 1919 Mary M. McLarty wrote to Base Records requesting a certificate of death of her late son, advising that a certificate had already been sent to his executors in Bunbury but that a copy was required for use in Ballarat.  The certificate was provided on 15 July.

On 9 September 1919 photographs of George’s grave were forwarded to his Next-of-Kin, Daisy McLarty.

In November 1919 George’s personal effects of 1 torch; 1 wallet; 1 Testament; 1 Eng. French book and 1 wristlet watch (damaged) were received by his mother.

On 4 March 1920 the Acting Secretary, Lunacy Department, Claremont, returned the forms Base records regretting that ‘Mrs. McLarty is not in a fit state to supply the information required by you.’

On 21 April 1920 Base Records forwarded Circulars Forms “A” relative to Memorial Inscriptions to George’s mother at 103 Peel Street, Ballarat, having been advised that Daisy was not able to supply the information required.

George’s mother, Mary Matheson McLarty, died at Ballarat in 1920 aged 76 years.

In April 1921 Base Records wrote to George’s mother regarding disposal of war memorabilia to her on account of the widows incapacity to attend to any business, but only on the distinct understanding that the memorabilia would be preserved with due care and would be returned should the widow ever be in a fit state to have charge of the mementos.

A Statutory Declaration was prepared for Mrs. M.M. McLarty to effect that she would preserve any war medals or other items given into her custody on account of George’s service.

On 27 April 1921 Miss M.M. McLarty amended and signed the Statutory Declaration, also declaring that she was the sister of the deceased soldier, that his mother was deceased and that there were no children by marriage. 

On 10 May 1921 Base Records ruled that ‘War medals &c to Sister Miss M.M. McLarty (under bond).’

The same month the pamphlet “Where The Australians Rest” was forwarded to Miss Mary McLarty.  The Memorial Scroll and King’s Message were received in August 1921 and the Memorial Plaque in October 1922.

Daisy Ellen McLarty died at Claremont, WA on 11 March 1923 aged 42 years.  She was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery in the Presbyterian area, Section GA, grave 0060.

Mary received George’s Victory Medal in April 1923.

In December 1924 (Miss) M. McLarty wrote to the District Finance Officer enclosing a Postal Note for 4 shillings and 11 pence and advised her change of address to 5 Clarendon Street, Ballarat.

In November 1932 a copy of the Chester Cemetery Register was despatched, presumably to George’s sister Mary.   The Cemetery Register records:
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Addendum:

Donald McLarty died in 1948 aged 81 years.

Mary Mathewson McLarty never married.  She died at Ballarat in 1962 aged 81 years.



LEST WE FORGET




Photos of headstone and Chester Overleigh New Cemetery 


courtesy Chris Kemp 
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The West Australian Thursday August 1930:


STATE WAR MEMORIAL


NAMES FOR TABLETS


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  








The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





At 5 a.m. on the 29th September, I arrived at Benjamin Post with 82 men of No.4 Section and 65 men of the 102nd “B” Company U.S. Engineers.  The attack was launched at 5.50 a.m. and shortly after we commenced work on repairs to the road.  When we approached Quennet Copse and Guennemont Farm we were held up by machine gun fire, owing to the failure of the Americans to “mop up” these positions.  Before we realised what had happened, we lost one officer and one sapper killed and twenty others wounded.  At 9 a.m. I received an order from the C.R.E. Australian Corps to report immediately on the condition of the road leading to Hargicourt, and then as far as possible toward Bellicourt.  I took Sapper Mooney with me and left the Section with instructions to proceed with the repairs to the road to Bony as early as possible.  We had a particularly exciting task inspecting these forward roads since they were subjected to heavy artillery and machine gun fire.  It was not until 6 p.m. that I completed the inspection and again returned to Benjamin Post.














The Ballarat Star, Victoria – Saturday 7 December 1918:


DIED ON SERVICE.


McLARTY— Died of pneumonia, November 3rd. Military Hospital, Chester, England Sapper George McLarty, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, beloved husband of Daisy (Bunbury, W.A.), youngest son of Mary and the late Archibald McLarty, “Argyle,” Peel street north ; after two and a half years' service.








Western Argus, Kalgoorlie, WA – Tuesday 7 January 1919:


A.I.F. CASUALTIES


Perth, Dec. 23. 


The 453rd list of casualties among members of the Australian Imperial Force is as under : 


WEST AUSTRALIA.


DIED OF ILLNESS.


Spr. George McLarty, Claremont;


Article Abridged








Sunday Times, Perth, WA – Sunday 15 October 1905:


Matrimonial Market.


The following marriages are notified to take place at an early date:


George McLarty (Bunbury) to Daisy Helen McIntosh (Perth).


Article Abridged








Bunbury Herald, WA – Wednesday 7 May 1919:


Local and General


Probates and Administrations — The following list was issued at the Supreme Court last week: 


George McLarty, late of Bunbury, to J.J. Gill and C.H. Birch, £499/11/5;


Article Abridged











Western Argus, Kalgoorlie, WA – Tuesday 6 May 1919:


DECEASED PERSONS' ESTATES


Perth, May 2. 


Amongst the probates and letters of administration granted during the week were the following:- 


Probates.- George McLarty, late of Bunbury, to John James Gill and Cyril Hugh Birch, £499;


Article Abridged














Southern Times, Bunbury, WA – Tuesday 14 May 1907:


HOUSEHOLDERS' CERTIFICATE FOR A PUBLICAN'S GENERAL LICENSE.


We, the undersigned, householders, residing within the town of Bunbury, do hereby certify that the above  Emanuel William Harrison, of Pier Hotel, Bunbury, hotelkeeper, married, is a person of good fame and reputation, and fit and proper to be licensed to keep an inn or public house for the sale of fermented and spirituous liquors therein.


Witness our hands this eighth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and seven.


Ernest H. Birch - George McLarty - H.G. Court - S. Brodie - C.H. Lewin. - John Johns - A. D. Temple.








Cartigny 62c P.2.J.4.4 


September	28:	Much rain – Road work being proceeded with.


September	29:	Fine – misty morning, Offensive started.  Sections carry on in accordance with instructions Appendices 2 & 8.  Lt Johnson severely wounded, 18 Sappers wounded.  1 Sapper died of wounds.


September        30:	Wet & cold.  Sections carrying on Road work as above.  Lt Johnson died of wounds.  1 Sapper wounded.  Lt Thomson left for English leave.








McLARTY, Spr. George, 5386.  1st Australian Tunnelling Coy.  Died of sickness 3rd Nov., 1918.  Age 40.  Son of Archibald and Mary McLarty.  3843.





The plot purchased by the Military comprises 30 graves in the C. of E. section:- Nos. 3838 to 3847 & 4054 to 4073 incl. and this forms the graves in “B” category.  They are in 3 rows of 10 graves each.











The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris














