SAPPER HUGH McGLYNN

422 – 9th Battalion / 7511 – Tunnelling Details
Hugh McGlynn was born in Charman, County Omagh, Ireland about 1876.  He served with the Royal Irish Fusilier Regiment from February 12, 1895 until March 11, 1907 until his time expired after twelve years and 56 days.  
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Hugh came to Queensland giving his age as thirty-one years arriving on the ship Oswestry Grange on October 10, 1909.  About three years later he was a railway employee when the following happened:

His address was 131-Mile, Jondaryan, Qld working as a labourer and later in 1913 it became Gatton, Qld.

When War was declared the following year Hugh applied to enlist for active service abroad on August 21, 1914 at Toowoomba, Qld.  Passing the medical examination he produced military papers from his time with his former British Regiment.  His description on enlistment was 38 years and 5 months, being 168cms (5ft 6ins) in height, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39ins).  Complexion was fair with his brown eyes testing to good vision in one eye and fair in the other and had brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was Mrs Nugent of Gowrie Junction, Qld on the Darling Downs and later his uncle Mr P. McGlynn “Aldrummond” Mount Field P.O. Tyrone, Ireland.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Basic training commenced the next day at Enoggera camp, Brisbane posted as a private in ‘D Coy’ 9th Battalion until September 3, 1914. The following day was appointed as Acting Corporal for ten days then promoted to the rank of Corporal until December 31, 1914.  His regimental number was 422 with ‘B Coy’ in the 9th Battalion.  The Battalion embarked from Brisbane, on September 24, 1914 on the troopship HMAT A5 Omrah.    He was reduced in rank to a Private on New Year’s Day, 1915.

On April 25, 1915 Private McGlynn was wounded in action at the Dardanelles on Gallipoli Peninsula receiving shrapnel wound to his left thigh and was admitted on May 1, 1915 to the 17th General Hospital at Alexandria.  A month later on June 1 was invalided to England on the transport Delta and admitted on June 21 to hospital in Manchester.  

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the Clarence and Richmond Examiner on Saturday May 29, 1915:

The Western Mail’s edition for Friday June 4, 1915 also had his name listed:

Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday July 6, 1915 had a casualty section showing progress of the injured where he was mentioned:


On November 7 embarked from Portland, England on the troopship Runic to return to Australia for discharge due to his thigh wound.

A copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department on March 20, 1916.

Military Discharge took place in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on April 12, 1916 as medically unfit. 

He re-enlisted for service abroad on May 11, 1917 at the recruiting depot in Brisbane giving his postal address as G.P.O. Brisbane and residence as the People’s Palace Hotel.  The forty-year old fitter passed the medical examination and Attestation forms were completed giving personal particulars as 163cms (5ft 4ins) in height, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with the same chest measurement as prior enlistment.  Complexion and hair remained the same and religion also with his hazel eyes testing as previously.  Distinctive marks were now two vaccination scars on his left arm and one his right arm.  He was sworn in the same day.  Next-of-kin nominated was his Aunt Mrs Ann Nugent of Gowrie Junction this time noted as Brisbane but location was on the Darling Downs, Qld.

Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in The Brisbane Courier on Saturday May 12, 1917:

Returning to Enoggera camp commenced training with the Engineers the next day but after twelve days was allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) on May 25, 1917.  Final Home Leave was granted for two days returning on May 30 and trained until June 5 when he was transferred to their camp at Seymour, Victoria and joined ‘B Coy’ with the April, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies. On August 6 was assigned to the departing company of Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 7511.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with his cousin Miss Mary McGlynn, Aldromend, County Tyrone, Ireland.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

He did not proceed with the Reinforcements to France and remained at No. 3 Details Camp until April 18, 1918 when he marched out for duty at Bhurtport Barracks at Tidworth and taken on strength from Tunnelling Company Details the same day.  Two days later was attached to the Anzac Provost Corps and was taken on strength on May 23, 1918.  Detached from attached duty with the Provost Corps at Tidworth he returned to Bhurtport Barracks remaining until Peace was declared.

On December 3, 1918 he was re-transferred to Tunnelling Details and marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper McGlynn embarked as an invalid on March 25, 1919 on board H.T. Port Denison for the voyage home to Australia.  Base Records advised next-of-kin of his impending return on April 16, 1919.  The ship docked on May 10, 1919 in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) and he returned to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.)

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane, (1st M.D.) on June 11, 1919.  His address was given as No.1 Guard, Enoggera with the occupation of soldier.

Hugh McGlynn, Private 422 / 9th Battalion and Sapper 5711 Tunnelling Company Details, received for serving his country the 1914/15 Star (9982), the British War Medal (392) and the Victory Medal (392). 

He applied for a duplicate Returned Service Badge from St Vincent’s Hostel, Margaret Street, Brisbane on March 3, 1933 declaring in a Statutory Declaration that ‘in 1916 when working on the Railway Depot, Roma Street, Queensland, my coat was stolen with the Badge on it.  Never seen it since.’  A duplicate badge No. C3915 was issued on March 7 and receipted by him on March 13, 1933.

A Statement of his Service was issued to the Repatriation Commission, Brisbane on July 23, 1934. 

A few months later in The Courier-Mail on Tuesday October 31, 1934 the following was reported of his demise:


Interment took place in the War Section of Toowong Cemetery on October 30, 1934.

Early in January, 1935 an Inquest into his death was held by the Coroner and his findings were published in The Courier-Mail Friday January 4, 1935:


The war veteran’s grave can be located in Portion 10 of the Toowong Cemetery within Section 70 in Grave no. 1.
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The Brisbane Courier Friday January 31, 1913


SENSATIONAL RAILWAY SMASHES


DOUBLE ACCIDENT AT MURPHY’S CREEK


FIVE MEN KILLED


SEVEN INJURED – ONE IN A CRITICAL CONDITION


MURPHY’S CREEK, January 30.


At the foot of the Main Range above Murphy’s Creek was the scene last night of one of the most disastrous railway accidents that has ever occurred in Queensland, when a goods train was derailed with serious consequences of its freight.  The consequences, however, were made vastly worse to-day during clearing operations, when a further accident occurred, involving the loss of five lives and injuries to a number of men, one of whom is in a critical condition.


The breakdown train was standing close to the wreckage, with the engine next to and the tender on to the debris, when the train from Toowoomba with empty carriages arrived and stopped 100 yards away from the breakdown train.  The men at work on the wreckage were suddenly startled by hearing someone cry out “A train is on top of us”.  The next moment there was a crash, the force pushed the tender up onto the already tangled wreckage. 


INJURED


In addition to the official list of injured the ‘Courier’ representative advised that Hugh McGlynn (38), lengthsman, Toowoomba, received bruises on the right leg.                                                           Article abridged.





CALL FOR MEN


ENLISTMENTS IN BRISBANE


Sixteen men presented themselves for enlistment yesterday.  Nine were accepted for the A.I.F.  One was unfit and the remainder were examined for munition and navvy work.   Following are the names of those who offered their services, the address in each case being Brisbane, except when otherwise mentioned: James Dobson, Peter A. Wood, Thomas D. Donohue, Rudolph Doughy (Cairns), John O’Connor, Jacob Danoff, Hugh Gallagher (Ballarat), John Gluyas (Ballarat), John Alexander M’Lellan, Hugh McGlynn, Isaac H. Burnup, William Haden, Leslie Brooks, Austin L. Edwards, (Grafton), William Scott, Walter Pelling, John Davis, Thomas Mullens, Stewart E.T. Hart (Mallina), Albert H. Beattie (Duaringa), William B. Unwin, Ernest W. Unwin, Maxwell K. Repkins (Southport), James McKinnery, Henry E. Sloan, Albert Ensor. 





24th CASUALTY LIST


Queensland Wounded


H. McGlynn





24th Casualty List


Pte H. McGlynn, 9th Bn





CASUALTIES


Forty-eighth Casualty List


QUEENSLAND 


PROGRESS REPORT


Pte H.M’Glynn, 9th Battalion, Ireland (in hospital, Manchester, previously reported wounded.)








EXPOSURE CAUSES DEATH


As the result of pneumonia due to exposure Hugh McGlynn (58), single, a relief worker, of no fixed place of abode, died in the General Hospital on Sunday night.


McGlynn called at a private hospital on Sunday afternoon, and asked to be treated by ambulance bearers.  He stated he had been sleeping in a park at night.  Treatment was given, and he was taken to the General Hospital, where he died.  He is said to have stated to a doctor during a period of semi-consciousness that he had been involved in a motor car accident 48 hours previously, but at a post mortem examination made yesterday morning no external or internal injuries could be found.





The Worker Wednesday October 31, 1934


HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE


Hugh McGlynn (58), single, a homeless relief worker who had been sleeping in a park at night, was admitted to the Brisbane General Hospital last Sunday afternoon, and died of pneumonia that night.





MAN FOUND ILL IN STREET


Death from Pneumonia Follows


Hugh McGlynn (58), single, was found ill, on Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, on October 28 last, and later that day died in the General Hospital.  An inquest was held before the City Coroner (Mr J.J. Leahy, P.M.) yesterday.  The witnesses were examined by Sergeant P. Talty.


Constable G. Furlong, of Roma Street police station, said that at 4 p.m. on October 26, the deceased was on a seat near a private hospital, in Wickham Terrace.  He asked a nurse to telephone the ambulance which took him to the General Hospital.  McGlynn was a returned soldier, single, and was in receipt of a military pension of £1/1/ fortnight.  He could not find anything about the deceased’s relatives in Australia.


Witness attended the post-mortem examination.  He heard McGlynn stated he had been knocked down by a motor car.  He saw no marks or bruises on the body.  Dr Duhig made a careful examination for marks internally and externally.  The doctor said the man was suffering very badly with pneumonia, but had no marks internally and externally.  He was of opinion that death was caused through natural causes.  The man apparently was delirious when admitted to hospital, and was never knocked down by a car.


Constable J.H. White, of South Brisbane, said a woman who kept a boarding house in Grey Street, stated that the deceased had been boarding at her place till a week before his death.  McGlynn spent money he received from relief work on methylated spirits.  At times McGlynn slept in parks.  The inquest was closed.  














