SAPPER HERBERT ALEXANDER MASON

5777 – 3rd TUNNELLING COMPANY

Born at Quirindi, the 23 year old recorded his occupation as ‘Gagger’.  Living at Crown Street, Stockton, NSW, Herbert listed his father, Samuel Mason, of Hawker Street, Quirindi as his Next of Kin when he enlisted at Newcastle on 19th April 1916, receiving written permission from The Broken Hill Proprietary Coy Limited, Iron and Steel Works, Newcastle, to do so on 20th April 1916. 

Herbert was 5ft 8in tall and weighed 140lbs, was of dark complexion with grey eyes and brown hair.  His brother Bert served in the 1st Tunnelling Company at the same time.

After training at Broadmeadows, Victoria, and with the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour Camp, Victoria, Herbert embarked at Melbourne on 25th October 1916 on board HMAT A38 ‘Ulysses’, arriving at Plymouth, England on 28th December 1916.  He marched in to the Australian General Base Depot in France on 29th January 1917.

Herbert was taken on strength of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 6th February 1917. 

Apart from being hospitalised with influenza in July 1918, and some misdemeanours for short periods of absence without leave, Herberts’ records reveal little of his wartime activities.  During the period he was with the unit, 3rd Tunnelling Coy saw action at Loos, Hill 70, Arras, Lens, Vermelles, Givenchy, and Double Crassiers, digging and exploding mines and working on roads, water supplies and clearing mines and booby traps after the Armistice.

Left France 28th April 1919 but did not return to Australia until on 8th August 1919, arriving in Sydney on the ‘Miltiades’. 

He was Discharged in 2nd Military District on 15th September 1919, and was entitled to wear the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

Herberts’ Military Records were sent to Repatriation, Sydney in January 1952, and later record his death on 21st December 1959.

Australian War Memorial photo P02360.001 shows a group of seven members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company, one being Herbert Mason whose message on the reverse of the postcard refers to the group as “ear wiggers”, a nickname given to tunnellers.

SAPPER BERT MASON

6979 – 2nd TUNNELLING COMPANY

Born Quirindi, NSW, Bert Mason was a 22 year old, single man living with his brother Herbert when he followed him in enlisting in the A.I.F.  An Assistant Straightener he enlisted in Newcastle 29th April 1916, receiving written permission from The Broken Hill Proprietary Coy Limited, Iron and Steel Works, Newcastle, to do so on 22nd April 1916.  

Bert named his father, Samuel Mason of Hawker Street, Quirindi, as his Next of Kin.  In his Will he named his sister, Mrs Sarah Richardson of 25 Denison Street, Hamilton, Newcastle, as his beneficiary.  

Bert was 5ft 9in tall and weighed 148lbs, was of dark complexion with grey eyes and black hair.  

After training at Broadmeadows, Victoria, and with the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour Camp, and Langwarrin, Victoria, Bert embarked at Melbourne on 11th May 1917 on board HMAT A9 ‘Shropshire’, and after a some fun and games in Capetown, South Africa during a refuelling stop-over, which earned him 12 days ‘Confined to Barracks’, he disembarked at Plymouth, England on 19th July 1917.

Bert marched in to the Aust. General Base Depot at Rouelles on 10th September 1917 and after some months at the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion, he was attached to the 2nd Aust. Tunnelling Company on 4th January 1918

He was wounded (Gassed) on 27th February 1918 and was transferred to hospital in England on 9th March 1918.  After treatment and a recuperation period, he rejoined his unit 13th June 1918.  Just a month later he was again hospitalised (in the field) with influenza on 26th July 1918. 

Continuing to serve in the field after the Armistice, Bert left France on 16th May 1919.

Bertram Mason married Mary Henrietta Jackson of St Marylebone, London, England on 12th June 1919 in London.  Mary was the daughter of William John Jackson, Horse keeper.  Berts’ father is identified on the Marriage Certificate as Samuel James Mason.

Bert returned to Australia per ‘Ceramic’, arriving in Sydney on 3rd October 1919 with wife.  He was Discharged in 2nd Military District on 10th October 1919, and was entitled to wear the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

His Documents were sent to Repatriation Sydney on 8th May 1950.

His brother Herbert served in the 3rd Tunnelling Company at the same time.
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