SAPPER WILLIAM JOHN HENRY LITHGOW

3635 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

William John Henry Lithgow was born in August, 1899 at Minmi, New South Wales, the son of Thomas and Margaret Isabella Lithgow.  Military experience was gained with the Senior Cadets of four years training.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on March 20, 1916 the seventeen year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad by adding another birthday to his age.  Attestation forms were completed which describe him eighteen years old, standing 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 50.9kgs (112lbs) with a chest expansion of 71-79cms (28-31ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and brown hair and no distinctive marks.  Presbyterian was his religion and he nominated his father Thomas Lithgow of Hunter Street, Balgownie, NSW as next-of-kin.  His final medical examination took place at Rosebery Park on March 28, 1916 and was sworn in at the same time.  Basic training commenced with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

Early in May, 1916 recruits from Brisbane, Queensland forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3635 in the No. 4 Company was assigned to him on May 10, 1916. 

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on August 28, 1916 marching into the 2nd Aust General Base Depot two days later.

On September 27, 1916 Sapper Lithgow was attached from Headquarters, Mining Corps to the Aust. Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and on October 7 was taken on Supernumerary strength with the company.

Disciplinary action was dealt with for the following on July 4, 1917:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] Neglect to duty 2/7/17



Award:

4 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field punishment] by O.C.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Further punishment was issued on December 18, 1917:



Crime:

By overstaying leave to the U.K. – Absent from 6.30 a.m. 6/12/17 to





6.30 a.m. 9/12/17



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 Forfeits 4 day’s pay under R.W.


Total forfeiture:
18 days by C.O. A.E.M.M.B.C.

In an audit of the company he was noted to be still attached on March 23, 1918.

He was taken on strength with the Company on August 1, 1918.

Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was in the same company and kept a diary of his work in which he mentioned fellow members including Sapper Lithgow:

1918

“August 29

McLean came up this morning with Lithgow and Taylor.  Lithgow is knick-named Piccaninny on account of his youthfulness.  Has been in France two years and only just celebrated his 19th birthday about a fortnight ago.”

September 2

McLean and Woolfe went out to Annequin for rhubarb. Pick and myself went to Barts. Everything Jake. On getting home found Fernandez missing. He was eventually found buried in a latrine. Shall try for a congratulation for Pick and Taylor, both kids. Johnny shelling pretty heavily when these two and Maxwell went out and dug him out. He was not hurt very badly if all reports be true. McLean and Lionel put up a fine tea tonight. This division never put over gas last night but at 3.30 Maxwell was on shift. Came in with a "stand-to" as Johnny was over and at 4.30 we tried to advance our lines, and you never saw anything like it in the whole of your life! One great big mess. One platoon of Black Watch got over and could not get back.
September 4

McLean sent a wire to say that Piccaninny and Maxwell had been gassed and were in hospital.
Sapper Lithgow was wounded in action on September 5, 1918 in a gas shell attack and taken to the 112th Field Ambulance.  He entered the 13th Casualty Clearing Station the next day and on September 7 was transported on Ambulance Train No. 11 to the 3rd General Hospital for treatment of gas poisoning.

On September 18, 1918 was sent to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne and discharged as ‘unfit’ on September 29 to the 5th Rest Camp.  Base Records advised his father on September 23 that his son had been gassed and classed as wounded in action. 

On October 2 he was moved to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles but the next day was sent sick to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Havre being admitted with D.A.H. (disordered action of heart).  On October 14 he was transferred to the 2nd General Hospital with Influenza leaving three days later for the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne remaining until October 31.  From there was sent to the Base Depot ‘A’ in Rouelles.  He marched out to join his unit on October 3 rejoining two days later.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Company remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies to those assisting with the rehabilitation of their districts.

Leave was granted by the Furlough Depot on November 23 and to return to duty on December 7, 1918.

Orders were received to report to the Base Depot for demobilisation to England and on April 28, 1919 the men left France crossing the English Channel the next day marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury.

After demobilisation Sapper Lithgow embarked for Australia on board the H.T. Ormonde on June 16, 1919.  Sergeant Hughie Dodd recalls their departure from England in his diary as follows:

1919

June 16
Bill Davies, Lieut. Norfolk, with about 40 men of the Coy marched out with 37 Quota at 6 this morning for Devonport, sailing at 4 o'clock this afternoon by the Ormonde.

Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on July 17, 1919 that his son was on his way home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on August 4, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on September 18, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

In 1921 he married Margaret Isabella Charlton with their marriage registered in Wollongong, NSW.  He was registered working as a miner from 1930 to 1937 with their residence at Russell Street, Balgownie, NSW and his address changed in 1943 to Inverloch, Wonthaggi, Vic where he was mining. Following in 1949 he was at 8 Flower Street, Maroubra with the occupation of trimmer.

A Statement of Service was sent from Base Records to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney on April 9, 1954.

Their residence was to 10 Glen Avenue, Randwick with no occupation in 1954.  In 1958 he was a turbine driver while living at 25 Prince Street, Randwick.  Retirement was to 47 Horsley Street, Oak Flats being registered there in 1968.

William John Henry Lithgow died on July 15, 1971 at almost 72 years of age.  His death was registered at Kiama, NSW and a funeral notice published in the:


His wife Margaret passed away on February 12, 2003 at 100 years of age with announcements published in the Illawarra Mercury. 

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

  1928
   W. Lithgow
Hunter Street, Balgownie

changed to: Russell Street, Balgownie

  1934
   W. Lithgow   Russell Street, Balgownie

changed to: 8 Flower Street, Maroubra









changed to: 1 Terrigal Flats, 25 Prince Street,











Randwick in 1954

1960-68 W. Lithgow 
1 Terrigal Flats, 25 Prince St, Randwick changed to: 47 Horsley Rd, Oak Flats, 











 South Coast









notation:  1968 Reunion list

1970-71 W. Lithgow    47 Horsley Rd, Oak Flats, South Coast

The newspaper clipping of his Funeral Notice was placed against his entry in the 1970-71 Register.
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 5, 1919:


ORIENT LINER ORMONDE


The O.R.M.S. Ormonde, which arrived at Sydney yesterday from London, via ports, berthed at Circular Quay, after landing her troops at Woolloomooloo.


The Ormonde is the latest addition to the Orient S.N. Company’s fleet, having being completed in November, 1917, at Glasgow.  She has a cruiser stern, and is 580ft, weighs 51 tons, has a breadth of 66ft 7ins, and a depth of 40ft 5ins.  											


Article abridged


BY THE ORMONDE


SOLDIER AND NURSES WELCOMED


With all the arrangements for their reception carried out without hitch or delay of any kind under fine weather conditions, 467 soldiers who had represented New South Wales in the war landed from the troopship Ormonde yesterday morning.  In addition to the men for this State the Ormonde brought 265 Queenslander and 20 officers and 17 nurses for New Zealand.  Representatives of the Red Cross executive looked after the New Zealanders.  Mr C.W. Oakes represented the State Government at the disembarkation, and Lieut Williams took the place of Capt Taylor, M.C., who has retired from the position of Staff-officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers.


The scene was one of great animation as the Red Cross motor cars with the New South Wales men entered the Anzac Buffet, and there were many happy re-unions while morning tea was being served by Red Cross Voluntary Aids under the direction of Miss Evans.     


 							Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald July 17, 1971:





FUNERAL NOTICE


LITHGOW—Members of the Maroubra R.S.L. are regretfully advised of the death of one of their members; WILLIAM JOHN HENRY LITHGOW who passed away on Thursday July 15, 1971.  


Funeral to take place today, 10 a.m. from Presbyterian Church, Oak Flats, South Coast.


E. CHAPMAN, Pres.


J. KELLICK, Sec.











